
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 9 

INTRODUCED BY MERCER, HARDING, B. BROWN, HARP, PETERSON, 
PINSONEAULT, VAUGHN, CONNELLY, BOHARSKI, SMITH, LEE, 

R. NELSON, OWENS, AAFEDT, HAYNE, COHEN 

JANUARY 17, 1989 

JANUARY 18, 1989 

JANUARY 19, 1989 

FEBRUARY 14, 1989 

FEBRUARY 15, 1989 

FEBRUARY 18, 1989 

FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

FEBRUARY 21, 1989 

FEBRUARY 28, 1989 

MARCH 14, 1989 

MARCH 15, 1989 

MARCH 17, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON NATURAL RESOURCES. 

FIRST READING. 

ON MOTION BY CHIEF SPONSOR, 
REPRESENTATIVES R. NELSON, OWENS, 
AAFEDT, HAYNE, AND COHEN ADDED 
AS SPONSORS. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 93; NOES, 3. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON NATURAL RESOURCES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 47; NOES, 0. 



MARCH 18, 1989 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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~j~ JOINT RESOLUTION NO. -1-- .. --, 
~ODUCED BY fl;;Ltf4'2£&,.·, '8of &owa ik£J'1h£w.c 
x~~cr &!J1~.lrJm f.- er~~ ... r.Jh,: 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA AFFIRMING THE 

FINDINGS OF THE FLATHEAD BASIN COMMISSION IN OPPOSITION TO 

THE PROPOSED CABIN CREEK COAL MINE IN THE PROVINCE OF 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

WHEREAS, the Legislature established the Flathead Basin 

Commission in 1983 to protect the existing high quality of 

Flathead Lake's aquatic environment and the waters that flow 

into and out of or are tributary to the lake; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature charged the Commission with 

promoting cooperation between Montana and British Columbia 

on resource development in the Flathead Basin; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognized that activities in 

the Canadian portion of the Flathead's drainage can have a 

significant effect on the quality of the Flathead River 

system, including Flathead Lake; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed development of a major coal mine 

that would have substantial negative impacts on the quality 

of the Flathead River system was referred to the 

International Joint Commission, which studied the effects of 

the proposed mine in a cooperative effort, resulting in the 
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LC 0563/01 

investigative board's report; and 

WHEREAS, on September 15, 1988, after analysis and 

discussion, the Flathead Basin Commission voted to oppose 

the proposed Cabin Creek Coal Mine in a hearing before the 

International Joint Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Flathead Basin Commission strongly urged 

members of the International Joint Commission to recommend 

to their respective governments that the Cabin Creek Coal 

Mine not be built and that assessment of alternatives to 

constructing the mine begin immediately, including, if 

necessary, helping facilitate location of an alternative 

source of coal in a less environmentally sensitive area: and 

WHEREAS, the Flathead Basin Commission also urged the 

International Joint Commission to begin discussion regarding 

a bilateral agreement on what type of industrial development 

is and what type is not consistent with the environmental 

and aesthetic characteristics of the Waterton-Glacier area. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SEN~TE ~NO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(l) That the Legislature affirm the findings and 

recommendations of the Flathead Basin Commissivn in 

opposition to the proposed Cabin Creek Coal Mine in the 

Province of British Columbia. 

(2) That the Secretary of State send copies of this 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
/f.:Tif ? 



1 

2 

resolution to each member of 

Delegation and to each member of 

3 Conunission. 

-End-

-3-

LC 0563/01 

the Montana Cong~essional 

the International Joint 



51st Legislature HJR 0009/02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 9 

INTRODUCED BY MERCER, HARDING, B. BROWN, HARP, PETERSON, 

PINSONEAULT, VAUGHN, CONNELLY, BOHARSKI, SMITH, LEE, 

R. NELSON, OWENS, AAFEDT, HAYNE, COHEN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA AFFIRMING THE 

FINDINGS OF THE FLATHEAD BASIN COMMISSION IN OPPOSITION TO 

THE PROPOSED CABIN CREEK COAL MINE IN THE PROVINCE OF 

BRITISH COLUMBIA; RECOGNIZING THE FINDINGS OF ADVERSE 

IMPACTS CONTAINED IN TECHNICAL REPORTS PREPARED FOR THE 

INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION; ANTICIPATJNG THOSE FINDINGS 

WILL BE SUSTAINED IN RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

JOINT COMMISSION; AND ENDORSING THE CONCEPT OF COOPERATIVE~ 

LONG-TERM RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AMONG THE GOVERNMENTS OF 

MONTANA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, THE UNITED STATES, AND CANADA FOR 

THE NORTH FORK OF THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN MONTANA AND 

THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

WHEREAS, the Legislature established the Flathead Basin 

Commission in 1983 to protect the existing high quality of 

Flathead Lake's aquatic environment and the waters that flow 

into and out of or are tributary to the lake; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature charged the Commission with 

promoting cooperation between Montana and British Columbia 
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HJR 0009/02 

on resource development in the Flathead Basin; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognized that activities in 

the Canadian portion of the Flathead's drainage can have a 

significant effect on the quality of the Flathead River 

system, including Flathead Lake; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed development of a major coal mine 

that would have substantial negative impacts on the quality 

of the Flathead River system was referred to the 

International Joint Commission, which studied the effects of 

the proposed mine in a cooperative effort, resulting in the 

investigative board's report; and 

WHEREAS, on September 15, 1988, after analysis and 

discussion, the Flathead Basin Commission voted to oppOse 

the proposed Cabin Creek Coal Mine in a hearing before the 

International Joint Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Flathead Basin Commission strongly urged 

members of the International Joint Commission to recommend 

to their respective governments that the Cabin Creek Coal 

Mine not be built and that assessment of alternatives to 

constructing the mine begin irrunediately, including, if 

necessary, helping facilitate location of an alternative 

source of coal in a less environmentally sensitive area~ and 

WHEREAS, the Flathead Basin Commission also urged the 

International Joint Commission to begin discussion regarding 

a bilateral agreement on what type of industrial development 

-2- HJR 9 
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is and what type is not consistent with the environmental 

and aesthetic characteristics of the Waterton-Glacier area~L 

AND 

WHEREAS, IN RESPONSE TO TESTIMONY BY THE STATE OF 

MONTANA, THE FLATHEAD BASIN COMMISSION, AND OTHERS AND IN 

CONSIDERATION OF TECHNICAL FINDINGS REVEALING THAT THE COAL 

MINE WOULD POSE AN UNACCEPTABLE RISK 0!__ ENVIROI'!_MENTAL 

DEGRADATION, IT IS ANTICIPATED THE INTER_!!f>,TIQIJAL JOINT 

COMMISSION WILL SUSTAIN THE TESTIMONY AND FIIJ~I.tJ(;~_!IJ!WUGH A 

RECD_MMENJ?AT~Ot!__l\<:;_~I!l~T DEVE~(}_I'MEN'j' OF THE MINE; AND 

WHEREAS, INFORMATION DEVELOPED THROUGH THE 

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCE ON THE MINE PROPOSAL HAS 
-------------------

DEMONSTRATED THE NEED TO ADDRESS LAND MANAGEMENT ISSUES IN 

THE NORTH FORK OF THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN MONTANA AND 

THE -~f'.I:J\'!'!JE_AD __ l!IVER _ DRAINAG~- IN BRITISH COLUMBIA TN THE 

CONTEXT OF THE LONG-TERM CONSERVATION OF RESOURCE VALUES; 

AND 

WHEREAS, THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION IS IN 
-"~----~--

RECEIPT OF A PROPOSAL BY THE STATE OF MONTANA THAT THE 

GOVERNMENTS OF MONTAN~, BRITISH COLUMBIA, THE UNITED STATES, 

2l AND CANADA ESTABLISH A COOPERATIVE STRUCTURE TO ACHIEVE: 

22 CONSERVATION GOALS IN THE DRAINAGE WHILE MAINTAINING ----- --

23 APPROPRIATE RESOUR~E DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS. 

24 

25 NOW, 'rHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 
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OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(l) That the Legislature RECOGNIZE THE FINDINGS OF 

ADVERSE IMPACTS CONTAINED IN_ TI:;CHNICAL REPORTS PREPARED FOR 

THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION AND affirm the finding$ 

and recorrunendat ions of the I·'la the ad Basin Commission in 

opposition tJ the proposed Cabin Creek Coal Mine in the 

Province of British Columbia. 

(2) THAT THE LEGISLATURE, ANTICIPATING THAT THOSE 

FINDINGS WILL BE SUSTAINED n THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE -----------

INTER_N_~TIOI'J_~L JOINT COMMISS IOI'J_, _ ENDORSE THE CONCEPT OF 

COOP~RATIVE, LONG-TERM RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AMONG THE 

GOVERNMENTS OF MONTANA, THE U~]~'P~[) STATES, BRITISH COL,UMBIA, 

AND CANADA FOR THE NORTH FORK_OF_ __ _THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE 

TN MONTANA AND THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN BRITISH 

COLUMBIA. 

trtru That the Secretdry ut State send copies of this 

resolution to each member ot the Montana Congressional 

Delegation and to each member of the International Joint 

Corrunission. 

-End-

-4- HJR 9 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 9 

INTRODUCED BY MERCER, HARDING, B. BRONN, HARP, PETERSON, 

PINSONEAULT, VAUGHN, CONNELLY, BOHARSKI, SMITH, LEE, 

R. NELSON, OWENS, AAFEDT, HAYNE, COHEN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 

REPRESENTATIVES OF 

OF 

THE 

THE 

STATE 

SENATE 

OF 

AND THE HOUSE 

MONTANA AFFIRMING 

OPPOSITION 

OF 

THE 

TO FINDINGS OF THE FLATHEAD BASIN COMMISSION IN 

THE PROPOSED CABIN CREEK COAL MINE IN THE PROVINCE OF 

BRITISH COLUMBIA; RECOGNIZING THE FINDINGS OF ADVERSE 

IMPACTS CONTAINED IN TECHNICAL REPORTS PREPARED FOR THE 

INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION; ANTICIPATING THOSE FINDINGS 

WILL BE SUSTAINED IN RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

JOINT COMMISSION; AND ENDORSING THE CONCEPT OF COOPERATIVE, 

LONG-TERM RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AMONG THE GOVERNMENTS OF 

MONTANA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, THE UNITED STATES, AND CANADA FOR 

THE NORTH FORK OF THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN MONTANA AND 

THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

WHEREAS. the Legislature established the Flathead Basin 

Commission in 1983 to protect the existing high quality of 

Flathead Lake's aquatic environment and the waters that flow 

into and out of or are tributary to the lake; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature charged the Commission with 

promcting cooperation between Montana and British Columbia 
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HJR 0009/02 

on resource development in the Flathead Basin; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognized that activities in 

the Canadian portion of the Flathead's drainage can have a 

significant effect on the q11ality of the Flathead River 

system, including Flathead Lake: and 

WH~REAS, the proposed development of a major coal mine 

that would have substantial negative impacts on the quality 

of the Flathead River system was referred to the 

International Joint commission, which studied the effects of 

the proposed mine in a cooperative effort, resulting in the 

investigative board's report; and 

WHEREAS, on September 15, 1988, after analysis and 

discussion, the Flathead Basin Commission voted to oppose 

the proposed Cabin Creek Coal Mine in a hearing before the 

International Joint Commissiur.; and 

WHEREAS, the Flathead Bdsin Commission strongly urged 

members of the International Joint Commission to recommend 

to their respective governments that the Cabin Creek Coal 

Mine not be built and that assessment of alternatives to 

constructing the mine begin immediately, including, if 

necessary, helping facilitate location of an alternative 

source of coal in a less environmentally sensitive area; and 

WHEREAS, the Flathead Basin Commission also urged the 

International Joint Commission to begin discussion regarding 

a bilateral agreement on what type of industrial development 

-2- HJR 9 
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is and .what ty:pe is not consistent with the environmental 

and aesthetic characteristics of the Waterton-Glacier areaoL 

AND 

WHEREAS, IN RESPONSE TO TESTIMONY BY THE STATE OF 

MONTANA, THE FLATHEAD BASIN COMMISSION, AND OTHERS AND IN 

CONSIDERATION OF TECHNICAL FINDINGS REVEALING THAT THE COAL 

"MINE "HOULD POSE AN UNACCEPTABLE RISK OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEGRADATION, IT IS ANTICIPATED THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT 

COMMISSION WILL SUSTAIN THE TESTIMONY AND FINDINGS THROUGH A 

RECOMMENDATION AGAINST DEVELOPMENT OF THE MINE; AND 

WHEREAS, INFORMATION DEVELOPED THROUGH THE 

I NT.ERNATI ONAL REFERENCE ON THE MINE PROPOSAL HAS 

DEMONSTRATED THE NEED TO ADDRESS LAND MANAGEMENT ISSUES IN 

THE NORTH FORK OF THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN MONTANA AND 

THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN BRIT.ISH COLUMBIA IN THE 

CONTEXT OF THE LONG-TERM CONSERVA~ION OF RESOURCE VALUES; 

AND 

WHEREAS," THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION IS IN 

"RECF.IPT OF A PROPOSAL BY THE STATE OF MONTANA THAT THE 

Q(}V!'II~~-~S OF MGN'MNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA," THE UNITED STATES, 

21 AND CANADA ESTABLISH ·A COOPERATIVE STRUCTURE TO ACHIEVE 

22 CONSERVATION GOALS IN THE DRAINAGE WHILE MAINTAINING -------·--

23 "APPROPRIATE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS. 

24 

25 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THt: SENATE AND THE HOUSE 
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OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Legis1atu<e RECOGNIZE THE FINDINGS "OF 

ADVERSE IMPACTS CONTAINED IN TECHNICAL REPORTS PREPARED FOR 

THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMIS~IO~ AND affi<m the findings 

and recommendations of the FJathead Basin Commission in 

opposition to the proposed Cabin Creek Coal Mine in the 

Province of British Columbia. 

{2) THAT THE LEGISLATYRE, ANTICLPATING THAT THOSE 

FINDINGS WILL BE SUSTAINED IN _THE. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSI()~, . ENDORSE THE CONCEPT OF 

COOPERATIVE, LONG-TERM RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AMONG THE 

GOVERNMENTS OF MONTANA, THE UNJ'P~D STATES, BRITISH C()~U~BIA, 

AND CANADA FOR THE NORTH FORK OF THE FLATHEAD ~!VER DRAINAGE 

IN MONTANA AND THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN BRITISH 

COLU"B!A. 

f2till That the Secr-etarv uf State send copies of this 

resolution to each member of the Montana Congressional 

Delegation and to each member of the International Joint 

Commission. 

-End-

-4- HJR 9 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 9 

INTRODUCED BY MERCER, HARDING, B. BROWN, HARP, PETERSON, 

PINSONEAULT, VAUGHN, CONNELLY, BOHARSKI, SMITH, LEE, 

R. NELSON, OWENS, AAFEDT, HAYNE, COHEN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

FINDINGS OF THE FLATHEAD BASIN COMMISSION IN 

AFFIRMING 

OF 

THE 

OPPOSITION TO 

THE PROPOSED CABIN CREEK COAL MINE IN THE PROVINCE OF 

BRITISH COLUMBIA; RECOGNIZING THE FINDINGS OF ADVERSE 

IMPACTS CONTAINED IN TECHNICAL REPORTS PREPARED FOR THE 

INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION; ANTICIPATING THOSE FINDINGS 

WILL BE SUSTAINED IN RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

JOINT COMMISSION; AND ENDORSING THE CONCEPT OF COOPERATIVE, 

LONG-TERM RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AMONG THE GOVERNMENTS OF 

MONTANA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, THE UNITED STATES, AND CANADA FOR 

THE NORTH FORK OF THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN MONTANA AND 

THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

WHEREAS, the Legislature established the Flathead Basin 

Commission in 1983 to protect th~ existing high quality of 

Flathead Lake's aquatic environment and the waters that flow 

into and out of or are tributary to th~ lake; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislatur~ charged the Commission with 

promoting cooperation between Montana and British Columbia 
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HJR 0009/02 

on resource development in the Flathead Basin; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognized that activities in 

the Canadian portion of the Flathead's drainage can have a 

significant effect on the quality of the Flathead River 

system, including Flathead Lake; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed development of a major coal mine 

that would have substantial negative impacts on the quality 

of the Flathead River system was referred to the 

International Joint Commission, which studied the effects of 

the proposed mine in a cooperative effort, resulting in the 

investigative board's report; and 

WHEREAS, on September 15. 1988, after analysis and 

discussion, the Flathead Basin Commission voted to oppose 

the proposed Cabin Creek Coal Mine in a hearing before the 

International Joint Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Flathead Bdsln Commission strongly urged 

members of the International Joint Commission to recommend 

to their respective governments that the Cabin Creek Coal 

Mine not be built and that assessment of alternatives to 

construct_ing the mine begin immediately, including, if 

necessary, helping facilitate location of an alternative 

source of coal in a less environmentally sensitive area; and 

WHEREASr the Flathead Bastn Commission also urged the 

International Joint Commission to begin discussion regarding 

a bilateral agreement on what type of industrial development 

-2- HJR 9 
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is and what type is not consistent with the environmental 

and aesthetic characteristics of the Waterton-Glacier area~L 

AND 

WHEREAS, IN RESPONSE TO TESTIMONY BY THE STATE OF 

MONTANA, THE FLATHEAD BASIN COMMISSION, AND OTHERS AND IN 

CONSIDERATION OF TECHNICAL FINDINGS REVEALING THAT THE COAL 

MINE WOULD POSE AN UNACCEPTABLE RISK OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEGRADATION, IT IS ANTICIPATED THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT 

COMMISSION WILL SUSTAIN THE TESTIMONY AND FINDINGS THROUGH A 

RECOMMENDATION AGAINST DEVELOPMENT OF THE MINE; AND 

WHEREAS, INFORMATION DEVELOPED THROUGH THE 

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCE ON THE MINE PROPOSAL HAS 

DEMONSTRATED THE NEED TO ADDRESS LAND MANAGEMENT ISSUES IN 

THE NORTH FORK OF THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN MONTANA AND 

THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA IN THE 

CONTEXT OF THE LONG-TERM CONSERVATION OF RESOURCE VALUES; 

AND 

WHEREAS, THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION IS IN 

RECEIPT OF A PROPOSAL BY THE STATE OF MONTANA THAT THE 

GOVERNMENTS OF MONTANA, BRITISH COLU~BIA, THE UNITED STATES, 

AND CANADA ESTABLISH A COOPERATIVE STRUCTURE TO ACHIEVE 

CONSERVATION GOALS IN THE DRAINAGE WHILE 

APPROPRIATE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS. 

MAINTAINING 

25 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 
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OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Leqis1ature RECOGNIZE THE FINDINGS OF 

ADVERSE IMPACTS CONTAINED IN TECHNICAL REPORTS PREPARED FOR 

THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COHHISSIO~ ~~ affirm the findings 

and recommendations of the Fl<~thead Basin Commission in 

opposition to the proposed Cabin Creek Coal Mine in the 

Province of British Columbia. 

(2) THAT THE LEGISLA~YRE,. ANTICIPATING THAT THOSE 

FINDINGS WILL BE SUSTAINED IN THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

INTERNAT~ONAL .. J~It!T .. CQ~!SS ION, ENDORSE THE CONCEPT OF 

COOPERATIVE, LONG-TERM _!!~SOURCE: MANAGEMENT AMO~G __ THE 

GOVERNMENTS OF MONTANA, THEJ!NI'l'Etl STATES, BRITISH_ COLUMBIA, 

AND CANADA FOR THE NORTH FORK OF THE FJ,ATHE:AD R IVE:R DRAINAGE -- ·-- ·- --- --- ------

IN MONTANA AND THE FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE IN BRITISH 

COLUMBIA. 

titill That the Seccetdry ul State send copies of this 

resolution to each member ot the Montana Congressional 

Delegation and to each member of the International Joint 

Commission. 

-t.::nd 
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