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.Jks.c BILL NO. Z'l,;;z_ 

INTRODUCED BY ~-<I 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THA'~ AMATEUR 

RADIO OPERATORS' SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES ARE IN LIEU OF 

REGULAR LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-421, 

61-3-422, AND 61-3-425, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY 

DATE. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 61-3-421, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-421. Amateur radio operators -- special license 

plate. A"r ~motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who holds an unrevoked and unexpired official amateur radio 

station 1 icense and operator's license, 11 condi t ional" or 

higher class, issued by the federal communications 

commission of the United States, 3holl upon written 

application on ~ form prescribed by the department, 

accompanied by proof of ownership of etleh the amateur radio 

station license and operator 1 s license, must be issued 

lettered license plates in pairs {two identically lettered 

plates), in add±tio"-to lieu of the regular license plates 

prescribed by law. There sha~~ must be stamped or impressed 

upon ~neh the special license plates in clear lettering the 

official amateur radio call letters of 8tleh the owner as 

~"" ,.,,,,.fi•e counc• 
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LC 1819/01 

assigned to ~tj;en the owner by ~ei-d. the federal 

communications commission, and sai-d the plates so lettered 

~hall must be renewed eo~e~~~e~t~y-wit~;-a~d-at-the-time-o£7 

the-iss~a~ee-of-the-~equrar-motor-vehi-ete-11:-een~e-piates as 

provided in 61-3-31~.·· 

Section 2. Section 61-3-422, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-422. Issuance -- application additional fee. 

The department shall issue sai~ lettered license plates as 

provided in 6~-3-421 to amateur radio operators upon~ 

ill application showing~ 

tXt proof that the applicant ~s the owner and holder 

of saeh an amateur radio station license and op~rator's 

license; 

(2) compliance with the state motor vehicle laws 

relating to registration and licensing of muter vehicles 7 

&nd-tlpon-l:hel_ 

l)~ payment, or proof of the payment, of all other 

fees and taxes appli~able to the regular ii-een~e-fee-for 

motor vehicle license plates a~-pro~±d~d-by-T~w; and 

t3t1!1_ payment of a $5 additional fee." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-425, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-425e Special plates how affixed to car 

sale or transfer of auto revocation or expiration of 

radio license. The lettered license plates, as herein 

provided, are to-replaee in lieu of the regular license 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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plates on the motor vehicle owned by se~d the amateur radio 

licensee for saeh the period of time as that the amateur 

3 radio license is in force under the federal communications 

4 commission and the special license issued hereunder is in 

5 force, but no longer. Wheneve~-s~eh If the official amateur 
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radio license is revoked or expires for whate•er ~ reason, 

s~eh the license plate shall must be removed immediately by 

the owner of the motor vehicleL and the-~egtllar-p~ates-aga±n 

plaeed--o~-mottnted-on-the-motor-vehiele-es-in-other-eases it 

is the responsibility_of the owner to then obtain regular 

license plates. When If the motor vehicle is sold or 

otherwise transferred, the owner and holder of valid 

official amateur radio station and operator's ~ieen~e-~hal± 

he~e licenses has the right to transfer the lettered plates 

to another motor vehicle owned by him upon such reasonable 

conditions as may be prescribed by the department. On the 

revocation or expiration of the amateur radio station and 

operator's licenses, the lettered license plates as issued 

19 ~hai~ must be returned and surrendered to the department.'' 

20 
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25 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on 

provisions of {this act] is extended to 

[this act). 

the subject of the 

the provisions of 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Applicability. [This act] 

years applies to registrations of motor vehicles for 

-3-

l beginning after December 31, 1989. 

-End-

-4-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

1/N<S-c BILL NO. 2_'1.A 

INTRODUCED BY ~/0 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING TH\T AMATEUR 

RADIO OPERATORS' SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES ARE IN LIEU OF 

REGULAR LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-421, 

61-3-422, AND 61-3-425, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY 

DATE. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-421, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-421. Amateur radio operators special license 

plate. Any A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who holds an unrevoked and unexpired official amateur radio 

station license and operator's license, "conditional 11 or 

hi9her class, issued by the federal communications 

commission of the United States, ~ha~i upon written 

application on ~ form prescribed by the department, 

accompanied by proof of ownership of ~tleh the amateur radio 

station license and operator's license, must be issued 

lettered license plates in pairs (two identically lettered 

plates), in 8dd±t±on-to lieu of the regular license plates 

prescribed by law. There ehail must be stamped or impressed 

upon ~tteh the special license plates in clear lettering the 

official amateur radio call letters of ~tteh the owner as 

~ono L09i .. o<o•o Coundl 
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assigned to ~tleh the owner by ~aid the federal 

communications commission, and ~aid th~ plates so lettered 

ehaii mu~ be renewed eo~ett~~e~~iy-w±~ho-a~d-at-t~e-~±me-ot, 

the-i~~Ha~ee-o£-~he-reg~iar-motor-vehieie-·liee~~e-plate~ as 

provided in 61-3-312.'' 

Section 2. Section 61-3-422, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-422. Issuance application additional fee. 

The department shall issue ~aid lettered license plates as 

provided in 61-3-421 to amateur radio operators upon~ 

ill application showing~ 

ttt proof that the applicant is the owner and holder 

of etleh an amateur radio station license and operator's 

license; 

(2) compliance with the state motor vehicle laws 

relating to registration and licensing o( motor vehicles, 

e:nd-tJpen-the.I_ 

ill payment, or proof of the payment, of ~- other 

fees and taxes applicable to the regular i±een~e-~ee-Eor 

motor vehicle license plates e~-p~ovided-by-iew; and 

t3till payment of a $5 additional fee." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-425, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-425. Special plates how affixed to car 

sale or transfer of auto revocation or expiralion of 

radio license. The lettered license plates, as herein 

provided, are to-~eplaee ~ lieu of the regular license 

-2- SECOND READING 
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plates on the motor vehicle owned by ~a~d the amateur radio 

licensee for sceh the period of time as that the amateur 

3 radio license is in force under the federal communications 

4 commission and the special license issued hereunder is in 

5 force, but no longer. Wfte~ever-~~eh If th~ official amateur 

6 radio license is revoked or expires for whatever ~~ reason, 

stteh the license plate sha%% must be removed immediately by 

8 the owner of the motor vehicleL and the-regttlar-plate~-aga±" 

9 plaeed--or-mott"ted-eft-the-moter-veh±eie-as-±"-other-ea~e~ it 

10 is the responsibility of the owner to then obtain regular 

11 license plates. Wheft If the motor vehicle is sold or 

12 otherwise transferred, the owner and holder of valid 

13 official amateur radio station and operator's i±eense~snall 

14 heve licenses has the right to transfer the lettered plates 

15 to another motor vehicle owned by him upon such reasonable 

16 conditions as may be prescribed by the department. On the 

17 revocation or expiration of the amateur radio station and 

18 operator's licenses, the lettered license plates as issued 

19 she:ii- must be returned and surrendered to the department." 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

21 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

22 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

23 [this act]. 

NE!'J_§CTION. Section 5. Applicability. (This 24 

25 appliPs to registrations of motor vehicles for 

-3-

act] 

years 

1 beginning after December 31, 1989. 

-End-

-4-

LC 1819/01 
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4s.e BILL NO. 7'1d.... 

INTRODUCED BY ~--<> 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT AMATEUR 

RADIO OPERATORS' SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES ARE IN LIEU OF 

REGULAR LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-421, 

61-3-422, AND 61-3-425, ~CA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY 

DATE. 1
' 

BE IT ENACTED BY TBE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-421, ~CA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-421. Amateur radio operators -- special license 

plate. Any ~ motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who holds an unrevoked and unexpired official amateur radio 

station license and operator's license, "conditional" or 

higher class, issued by the federal communications 

commission of the United States, sha~% upon written 

application on ~ form prescribed by the department, 

accompanied by proof of ownership of ~~en ~ amateur radio 

station license and operator's license, must be issued 

lettered license plates in pairs (two identically lettered 

plates), in add~eion-to lieu of the regular license plates 

prescribed by law. There ehail must be stamped or impressed 

upon ~tleh the special license plates in clear lettering the 

official amateur radio call letters of ~~eh the owner as 

~ .. ,..,, .. ti•• '""""" 
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assigned to ~t:teh the owner by said the federal 

communications commission, and eaid the plates so lettered 

ehall must be renewed eonct:trrently-with,-an~-at-ehe-time-e~, 

the-iesttanee-o£-th~-re9t:tlar-moto~-vehie~~-~ieense-p%at~e as 

provided in 61-3-312.'' 

Section 2. Section 61-3-422, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-422. Issuance -- application --additional fee. 

The department shall issue said lettered license plates as 

provided in 61-3-421 to amateur radio operators upon~ 

ill application showing~ 

ttt proof that the applicant is the owner and holder 

of et:teh an amateur radio station license and operator's 

license; 

(2) compliance with the state· mota~ vehicle laws 

relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, 

and-npon-tkeL 

1!1 payment, or proof of en~ payment, of all other 

fees and taxes applicable to ~he regular i±ee~se-£ee-for 

motor vehicle license plates as-provided-by-~aw: and 

t3till payment of a $5 additional fee." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-425, ~CA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-425. Special plates how affixed to car 

sale or transfer of auto revocation or expiration of 

radio license. The lettered license plates, as herein 

provided, are ~o-r~piaee in lieu of the regular licen~e 

-2- THIRD READING 
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plates on the motor vehicle owned by said the amateur radio 

licensee for s~eh the period of time as that the amateur 

radio license is in force under the federal communications 

4 commission and the special license issued hereunder is in 

5 force, but no longer. Wh~ne\l'e!"-!ltleh !f___the official amateur 

6 radio license is revoked or expires for wheeevet ~ reason, 

7 s~eh the license plate shai% must be removed immediately by 

8 the owner of the motor vehicleL and ~he-~egttier-plates-aga±n 

9 piaced--or-mottn~ed-on-the-motor-vehicle-ae-in-ether-eases it 

10 is the responsibility of the owner to then obtain reg':!-.lar 

11 license plates. When If the motor vehicle is sold or 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

otherwise transferred, the owner and holder of valid 

official amateur radio station and operator's iieen~e-~hall 

have licenses has the right to transfer the lettered plates 

to another motor vehicle owned by him upon such reasonable 

conditions as may be prescribed by the department. on the 

17 revocation or expiration of the amateur radio station and 

18 operator's licenses, the lettered license plates as issued 

19 sha±i must be returned and surrendered to the department." 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

21 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

22 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

23 [this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Applicability. [This 24 

25 applies to registrations of motor vehicles for 

-]-

act] 

years 

l beginning after December 31, 1989. 

-End-

-4-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 792 

INTRODUCED BY DAVIS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT AMATEUR 

RADIO OPERATORS' SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES ARE IN LIEU OF 

REGULAR LICENSE PLATES: AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-421, 

61-3-422, AND 61-3-425, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY 

DATE. II 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-421, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-421. Amateur radio operators -- special license 

plate. Any ~ motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who holds an unrevoked and unexpired official amateur radio 

station license and operator's license, ''conditional'' or 

higher class, issued by the federal communications 

commission of the United States, ~naii upon written 

application on ~ form prescribed by the department r 

accompanied by proof of ownership of ~tl~h the amateur radio 

station license and operator's license, must be issued 

lettered license plates in pairs (two identically lettered 

plates), in addit±o~-to lieu of the regular license plates 

prescribed by law. There ~ha;; must be stamped or impressed 

upon ~~eh the special license plates in clear lettering the 

official amateur radio call letters of ~~en the owner as 

~ ............ "'"""' 
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assigned to ~tteh the owner by :!aid the federal 

communications commission, and ~aid th~ plates so lettered 

~hail must be renewed eonetlrrent!y-w±th,-4nd-~t-tne-time-o£ 7 

the-i~~~anee-of-the-re9~iar-motor-veh±ele-lteeftse-~iate~ as 

provided in 61-3-l..l:.1_." 

Section 2. Section 61-3-422, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-422. Issuance application -- additional fe@. 

The department shall issue set~ lettered license plates dS 

E_!"ovid~_d in 6l-)-:l2~ to amaceur ra.diu operators upon.:_ 

ill application showing~ 

tXt proof that the applicant is the owner and holder 

of ~tteh an amateur radio station license and operator's 

license; 

(2) compliance with the state motor vehicle laws 

relating to registration and licensing of mo~or vPhicles 7 

e:rrd-ttpan-thel 

ll.l payment, or proof of t:he payment, of dll other 

fees and taxes aoplicable to ~h~ regular iie~~~~--f~e-fer 

motor vehicle license plates a~-provided-by-l~w; and 

t3till payment of a $5 additional fee." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-425, MCA, is dmended Lo read: 

"61-3-425. Special plates how affixed to car 

sale or transfer of auto revocation or expirdlion of 

~adio license. The lettered license plates, as herein 

provided, are to-rep!oee l~- lieu~ the regular license 

-2- HB 792 
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plates on the motor vehicle owned by said the amateur radio 

licensee for s~eh the period of time as that the amateur 

3 radio license is in force under the federal communications 

4 commission and the special license issued hereunder is in 

5 force, but no longer. Wh~neve~-stteh If the official amateur 

6 radio license is revoked or expires for wh8t~v~r ~ reason, 

7 stleh the license plate shari must be removed immediately by 

8 the owner of the motor vehicleL and the-regHlar-plates-again 

9 plaeed--or-moHnted-on-the-motor-~eh±ele-as-±n-othe~-eese~ it 

10 is the responsibility of the owner to then obtai~_~egul~ 

11 license plates. When If the motor vehicle is sold or 

12 otherwise transferred, the owner and holder of valid 

13 official amateur radio station and operator's lieense-snall 

14 l'ta¥e lie~-~~ has the right to transfer the lettered plates 

15 to another motor vehicle owned by him upon such reasonable 

16 conditions as may be prescribed by the department. On the 

17 revocation or expiration of the amateur radio station and 

18 operator's licenses, the lettered license plates as issued 

19 she::ll must be returned and surrendered to the department." 

20 NEW l?ECTION ._ Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

21 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

22 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

23 [this act). 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Applicability. [This 24 

25 applies to registrations of motor vehicles for 

-3-

act] 

years 

HB 792 

1 beginning after December 31, 1989. 

-End-

-4-

HB 0792/02 

HB 792 




