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CERTAIN 

DEDUCTIONS AND EXEMPTIONS FROM THE TAX; GENERALLY REVISING 

THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY FOR PROPERTY TAX PURPOSES; 

PROVIDING PROPERTY TAX RELIEF; REVISING LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

BONDING AND DEBT LIMITS; PROVIDING CREDITS AGAINST OR REFUND 

OF INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX LIABILITY; PROVIDING FOR THE 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE REVENUE FROM THE SALES TAX AND USE TAX; 

REPEALING COUNTY MILL LEVIES FOR TEACHER RETIREMENT; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 7-1-2111, 7-3-1321, 7-6-2211, 7-6-4121, 

7-6-4254, 7-7-107, 7-7-108, 7-7-2101, 7-7-2203, 7-7-4201, 

7-7-4202, 7-13-4103, 7-14-236, 7-14-2524, 7-14-2525, 

7-14-4402, 7-16-2327, 7-16-4104, 7-31-106, 7-31-107, 

7-34-2131, 15-l-101, 15-6-133 THROUGH 15-6-135, 15-6-207, 

15-8-111' 15-8-205, 15-10-402, 

15-24-301, 15-24-1102, 15-24-1103, 

19-ll-503, 19-ll-504' 20-3-106, 

15-16-611, 

17-3-213' 

20-3-324, 

15-16-613, 

19-4-605, 

20-5-305, 

20-5-312, 20-9-141, 20-9-201, 20-9-212, 20-9-301, 20-9-331, 

20-9-333, 20-9-343, 20-9-352, 20-9-406, 20-9-407, 20-9-502, 

20-10-144, 20-15-311, 20-16-202, 23-5-1027, 33-7-407, AND 

61-3-501, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 15-6-136 THROUGH 15-6-140, 

15-6-142 THROUGH 15-6-144, 15-6-146, 15-6-148, 15-6-149, 

~'--···<-
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15-6-153, 15-6-154, 20-9-501, 20-9-531, AND 20-9-532; 

2 PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THIS ACT BE SUBMITTED TO 

3 THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE STATE •JF MUN'l'ANA; AND 

4 PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES AND APPLICAB!Ll'l'Y DATES." 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A stat@ment of intent is required for this bill because 

the department of revenue is granted authority to adopt 

rules for the administration and enforcement of the sales 

tax and use tax. The rules are intended to provide for an 

efficient process for the collection of the taxes, with 

minimum expense to both the taxpayer and the state. 

The legislature contemplates that rules adopted by the 

department should, at a minimum, address the following: 

(l) the registration and issuance of permits to 

persons engaging in the business of retail sales and 

services; 

(2} the reporting form for the payment of the taxes, 

along with the requirements for the retention by the 

taxpayers of the necessary records; 

(3) the required security and the acceptable forms of 

security for those taxpayers required to give security for 

payment of the taxes; 

(4) the use of the nontaxable transaction certificate 

and clarification of any exemption from or deduction of the 
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taxes; 

(5) the necessary form~ and the required procedures 

for reporting the taxes; and 

(6} the definition of terms and establishment of 

procedures as appropriate for efficient administration of 

the sales tax and use tax. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Definitions. For pUJpOses of 

[sections 1 through 68 and 72}, unless the context requires 

otherwise, the following definitions apply: 

(1) ''Buying~, ''selling'', ''buy••, ''sell'', or ''sale" 

means the transfer of property for consideration or the 

performance of a service for consideration. 

( 2) "Construction 11 means: 

(a) the building, altering, repairing, or demolishing 

in the ordinary course of business of any: 

(i) road, highway, bridge, parking area, or related 

project; 

(ii) building, stadium, or other structure; 

(iii) airport, subway, or similar facility; 

(iv) park, trail, athletic field, golf course, or 

similar facility; 

(v) dam, reservoir, canal, ditch, or similar facility; 

(vi) sewage or water treatment facility, power 
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generating plant, pump station, natural gas compressing 

station, gas processing plant, coal gasification plant, 

refinery, distillery, or similar facility; 

{vii) sewage, water, gas, or other pipeline; 

{viii) transmission line; 

{ix) radio, television, or other tower; 

(x) water, oil, or other storage tank; 

{xi) shaft, tunnel, or other mining appurtenance; or 

{xii) microwave station or similar facility; 

{b) the leveling or clearing of land; 

(c) the excavating of earth; 

{d) the drilling of wells of any type, ir1cluding 

seismograph shot holes or core drilling; or 

{e) any similar work. 

( J) "Department 11 means the department of revenue. 

{4) ''Engaqing in business" means carrying on or 

causing to be carried on any activity with the purpose of 

direct or indirect benefit. 

( 5) "Food product for human consumption 11
: 

(a) means food foe domestic home consumption as 

defined 1n 7 U.S.C. 20121g), as amended, for purposes of the 

federal food stamp progcam as defin-ed in 7 U.S.C. 2012(h), 

as amended; and 

(b) does not mean or include: 

{i) medicines or preparations, in liquid, powdered, 

-4-
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granular, bottled, capsule, lozenge, or pill form, sold as a 

dietary supplement or ddjunct not prescribed by a licensed 

physician; 

{ii) carbonated water marketed in conta1ners; 

(iii) chewing gum; 

(iv) candies or confectioneries; or 

(v) seeds and plants to grow foods. 

(6) (a) "Gross receipts 11
, in addition to the other 

meanings provided in this subsection (6), means the total 

amount of money or the value of other consideration received 

from selling property in Montana, from leasing property used 

in Montana, or from performing services in M.cntana. The term 

includes all receipts from the sale of tangible personal 

property handled on consignment but excludes cash discounts 

allowed and taken and any type of time-price differential. 

(b) In an exchange in which the money or- other­

consideration received does not represent the value of the 

property or service exchanged, gross receipts means the 

reasonable value of the property or service exchanged. 

(c) 

sale of 

(i) Except as provided in (section 541, when the 

property or services is made under any type of 

charge or conditional or time-sales contract or the leasing 

of property is made under a leasing contract, the seller or 

lessor shall treat all receipts, excluding any type of 

time-price differential, under such contracts as gross 

-5-

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/0l 

receipts at the time of the sale. 

( ii) If the seller or lessor trdnsfe[s hi~::. 111t erest in 

d.ny such contract to a third per:;;on, Uit• :.t·ll!:'[ or les:;.or 

shall pay the sales tax or use tax upon the tull :.ale or 

leasing contract amount, 

differential. 

excluding any type of time-price 

(d) Gross receipts includes all amounts paid by 

members of a cooperative asso~iation or similar organization 

for sales or leases of personal property or performance of 

services by the organization. 

( 7) ~Lease'' or ••!easing'' means an arrangement Ln 

which, for consideration, property is used ror clr lJ·i a 

person other than the owner of the property. 

(8) "Manufacturing" means comOLning or processing 

components or materials to increa5e their value for sale in 

the ordingry course of busineti~. The term does not include 

construction. 

( 9) 

(a) 

11 Medicdl services" means a serv1ce: 

performed by a person licensed to practice 

medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, 

chiropractic, or psychology as a 

business activities; and 

podidtry, optometry, 

regular part of his 

(b) applied externally or internally to the human body 

or mind for the diagnosis, cure, mitigalion, 

prevention of disease. 
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(10) "Medicine" or "drug" means and includes any 

substance or preparation that is: 

(a) intended fat use by 

application to the human body 

external or internal 

or mind in the diagnosis, 

cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease; and 

(b) required by law or regulation to be prescribed by 

a person licensed to prescribe such medicine or drug. 

(ll) "Permit" means a seller's permit as described in 

[section 45]. 

{12) "Person" means: 

(a) an individual, estate, trust, receiver, 

company, firm, cooperative association, club, corporat1on, 

partnership, joint venture, syndicate, or other entity, 

utility owned or including any gas, water, 

operated by a county, 

subdivision of the state; 

or electric 

municipality, 

or 

or other political 

(b) the United States or any agency or instrumentality 

of the United States or the stat~ of Montana or any 

political subdivision of the state. 

(13) ''Sales tax" and nuse tax'' mean the applicable tax 

imposed by (section 2]. 

(14) (a) "Service" means an activity that is engaged in 

for another person for consideration and that is 

distinguished from the sale or lease of property. The term 

includes: 
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tts members 

(ii) construction activities and d~~ t.tll~i0le personal 

property that will become an ingredient or c,)mpvnent part of 

a construction project. 

{b) In determining what a service 

use, principal objective, or ultimate 

contracting parties is irrelevant. 

is, the 

objective 

intended 

of the 

( 15) "Therapeutic and prosthetic devices" includes but 

is not limited to prescription eyeglasses, contact lenses, 

dentures, or artificial limbs, prescribed or ordered by a 

person licensed to perform medical services. 

{16) ''Use'' or ''using'' includes use, consumvt10n, or 

storage, other than storage fur resale or for use solely 

outside this state, in the ordinary course of business. 

NEW SEC'rlON. Section 2. Imposition and rate of sales 

tax and us~ tax. (l) Except as provided 1n subsection (5), a 

sales tax of 4\ is imposed on all gross receipts, as defined 

in [section 1}, for the privilege of engaging in business in 

this state. 

(2) For the privilege of us1ng property in this state, 

there is imposed on the person using the property a use tax 

equal to 4\ of the value of the property that was: 

[a} manufactured by the person using the property in 

this state; 
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(b) acquired outside this state as the result of a 

transaction that would have been subject to the sales tax 

had it occurred within tnis state; or 

(c) acquired as the result of a transaction that was 

not initially subject to the sales tax imposed by subsection 

{l) or the use tax imposed by subsection (2}(b) but which 

transaction, because of the buyer's subsequent use of the 

property, is subject to the sales tax or use tax. 

(3) For the privilege of using services rendered in 

this state, there is imposed on the person using such 

services a use tax equal to 4% of the value of the services 

at the time at which they were rendered. Services taxable 

under this section must have been rendered as the result of 

a transaction that was not initially subject to the sales 

tax or use tax but that, because of the buyer's subsequent 

use of the service, is subject to the sales tax or use tax. 

( 4) For purposes of this section, the value of 

property must be determined as of the time of acquisition, 

introduction into this state, or conversion to use, 

whichever is later. 

(5) A sales tax of 2 1/2\ is imposed on the gross 

receipts from the sale of any new motor vehicle subject to 

the provisions of 61-3-502. The total of the tax imposed in 

this subsection and the tax imposed in 61-3-502 may not 

exceed 4\. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Presumption of taxdbi1ity 

value. (l) In order to prevent evasion of the ~idles tax or 

use tax and to aid in its administrallOJl, ll L::> pr-esumed 

that: 

(a) all receipts of a person engaging in business are 

subject to the sales tax or use tax; and 

(b) all property bought or sold by any person for 

delivery into this state is bought ot sold fat a taxable use 

in this state. 

(2} In determining the amount of tax due on the use of 

property or serv1ces, it is pre~umed, in the .:ibsence of 

preponderant evidence of another value, that value means the 

total amount of property or the reasonable value or other 

consideration paid for the use of the property or service, 

exclusive of any type of time-price differential. However, 

in an exchange in which the amount of money paid does not 

represent the value of the property or service purchased, 

the use tax must be imposed on the reasonable value of the 

property or service purchased. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Separate statement of tax. 

(l) If the sales tax or use tax is stated separately on the 

books of the seller or lessor and the total amount of tax 

stated separately on transactions withln the reporting 

period ~s in excess of the amount of sales tax or use tax 

otherwise payable on those transactions, the excess amount 
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the transactions 

included in gross 

(2) lf the sales tax or use tax is not stated 

separately on transactions, the gross receipts for sales tax 

and use tax purposes include the total amounts received, 

with no deduction for the sales tax or use tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Liability of user for payment 

of use tax. (l) A person in this state who uses property is 

liable to the state for payment of the use tax if the tax is 

payable on the value of the property but has not been paid. 

(2) The liability imposed by this section is 

discharged if the buyer has paid the use tax to the seller 

for payment to the department. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Agents for collection of 

sales tax and use tax --severability. (l) (a) A person who 

performs or attempts to perform an activity within thi~ 

state that attempts to exploit this state's markets, who 

sells property or services for use in this state, and who is 

not subject to the sales tax or use tax on receipts from 

these sales shall collect the sales tax or use tax from the 

buyer and pay the tax collected to the department. 

(b) "Activity", for the purposes of this section, 

includes but is not limited to engaging in any of the 

following in this state: 
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that 

(i) maintaining an office or other place of business 

solicits orders through employees or 1ndependent 

contractors; 

(ii) canvassing; 

(iii) demonstrating; 

(iv) collecting money; 

(v) warehousing or storing merchandi~e: 

(vi) delivering or distributing products 

consequence of an advertising or other sales 

directed at potential customers; 

as a 

program 

(vii) soliciting orders for tangible personal property 

by means of a telecommunication or television shopping 

system that utilizes Loll-free numbers and that is intended 

to be broadcast by cable television or other means to 

consumers in this state: 

(viii) soliciting orders, pursuant to a contract with a 

broadcaster or publisher located within this state, for 

tangible personal property by means of advertising 

disseminated primarily to consumers located in this state 

and only secondarily to bordering jurisdictions; 

tix) soliciting orders for tangible personal property 

by mail if the solicitations are substantial and recurring 

and if the person engaging in such activity benefits from 

any banking, financing, debt collection, telecommunication, 

or marketing activities occurring in this state or benefits 

-12-
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from the location in this state of authorized installation# 

servicing, or repair facilities; or 

(x) soliciting orders, pursuant to a contract with a 

cable television operator located 1n this state, for 

tangible property by means of advertising transmitted or 

distributed over a cable television system in this state. 

(2} To ensure the orderly and efficient collection of 

the tax imposed by [sections 1 through 68 and 72), if any 

application of this section is held invalid, the section's 

application to other situations or persons is not affected. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Nontaxable transaction 

certificate requirements. (l) A nontaxable transaction 

certificate executed by a buyer or lessee must be in the 

possession of the seller or lessor.at the time a nontaxable 

transaction occurs. 

(2) If the seller or lessor is not in possession of a 

nontaxable transaction certificate within 60 days from the 

date notice of the requirement for possession of a 

nontaxable transaction certificate is given to him by the 

by him that require department, all 

delivery of 

disallowed. 

a 

deductions 

nontaxable 

claimed 

transact ion certificate .ue 

(3) A nontaxable transaction certificate must contain 

the information and be in the form prescribed by the 

department. 
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(4) Only a buyer or lessee who has registered with the 

department and whose permit is not ::iuspended or rtvoked may 

be allowed to execute a nontaxable tra..nsd....:L .. on certificate. 

(5) If the seller or lessor accepts d nontaxable 

transaction certificate within the required time and 

believes in good faith that the buyer or lessee will employ 

the property or service transterred in a nontaxable manner, 

the properly executed nontaxable transaction certificate is 

considered conclusive evidence that the proceeds from the 

transaction are deductible from the seller's or lessor's 

gross receipts. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Receipts of government 

agencies exempt. (1) Except as provided 1n subsect1on (2), 

all receipts of the United States or any agency or 

instrumentality of the United Stat~s or of this state or any 

political subdivision of this state are exempt from the 

sales tax and use tax. 

{2) Receipts from the sale of gas, water, or 

electricity by a utility owned or operated by a political 

subdivision of the state are subject to the sales tax and 

use tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Exemption -- food products. 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), receipts from 

sales of food products for humdn ~un~umption, as defined in 

[section l(S){a)), are exempt from the sales tax. 

-14-
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{2) The gross receipts from food products sold in the 

following manner are subject to the sales tax: 

(a) any food products served as meals on or off the 

premises of the retQiler; 

{b) milk or cream sold as beverages commonly referred 

to as milkshakes, malted milks, or any similar beverage; 

(c} food products furnished, prepared, or served for 

consumvtion at tables, chairs, or counters or from trays, 

glasses, dishes, or other tableware, whether provided by the 

retailer or by a person with whom the retailer contracts to 

furnish, prepare, or serve food products to others; 

(d) food products sold for immediate consumption on or 

near a location at wh1ch parking facilities are provided 

primarily for the convenience of patrons in consuming the 

products purchased at the location, even though such 

products are sold on a ''takecut'1
, '

1 to go'', or ''U-bake" order 

and are actually packaged or wrapped dnd taken from the 

premises of the retailer; 

{e) food products sold for consumption within a place 

that charges an admission fee; or 

(f) food or drink vended by or through machines on 

behalf of a vendor. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Exemption special 

supplemental food program for women, infants, and children. 

The receipts from the sale of food purchased under the 
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special supplemental food program for ~omen, infants, and 

children (WIC) as specified in 42 u.s.c. 1786, as amended, 

are exempt from the sales tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Exemption medicines, 

drugs, certain devices, and medical services. (l) The gross 

receipts from the sale of medic1nes, drugs, insulin, and 

therapeutic and prosthetic devices are exempt from the sales 

tax. 

{2) The gross receipts from the sale of medical 

services are exempt from the sales tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 12. Exemption wages. The 

receipts of an employee from an employer- for .,.,ages, :::;alary, 

corrunissions, or any other form of remuneration f:n personal 

services are exempt from the sales tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Exemption agricultural 

products. The receipts of a grower, producer, trapper, or 

nonprofit marketing association from the sale of livestock, 

live poultry, unprocessed agricultural products, hides, or 

pelts are exempt from the sales tax. Persons eng~ged in the 

business of buying and selling wool or mohair or of buying 

and selling livestock on their 0~11 dccount and without the 

services of a broker, auctioneer, or other agent are 

considered producers for the purposes vf this section. 

NEW §BCTION.:. Section 14. Exemption livestock 

feeding. A person's receipts derived from feeding, 
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pasturing, penning, or handling or training livestock prior 

to sale are exempt from the sales tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 15. ExempUon used tangible 

personal property upon which a sales or use tax has been 

paid. The receipts from the sale of used tangible personal 

property upon which a tax has been paid pursuant to 

[sections 1 through 68 and 721 are exempt from the sales 

tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 16. Exemption vehicles. The 

receipts from the sale of any vehicle upon which a tax 

pursuant to [sections l through 68 and 72] has been paid or 

which was purchased prior to [the applicability date of this 

actl are exempt from the sales tax. A registration 

certificate showing that the vehicle was registered in this 

state prior to [the applicability date of this act] is 

conclusive proof that it was purchased before it was subject 

to taxation under {sections l through 68 and 72} and is 

exempt under this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Exemption -- certain mobile 

homes. Receipts from the resale of a mobile home may be 

deducted from gross receipts if the sale is of- a mobile home 

that was subject to the sales tax or use tax upon its 

initial sale or use in this state or was initially sold or 

used in this state prior to [the applicability date of this 

act]. The seller shall retain and furnish proof satisfactory 
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to the department of either of the following: 

(1) that the sales tax or use tax was puid upon the 

initial sale or use in this state of the mvb1l~ home. In the 

absence of such proof, 1t is presumed that the tax was not 

paid. 

{2) that a Montana certificate of title was issued for 

a mobile home prior to (the applicability date of this act]. 

The certificate is proof that the mobile home was initially 

sold or used in this state prior to [the applicability date 

of this actl and that the mobile home is exempt under this 

section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 18. Exempt ion 1nsurance 

companies. The receipts of an insurance compdny or any of 

its agents from premiums are exempt from the sales tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 19. Exemption -- dividends and 

interest. The following are exempt from the sales tax: 

(1) interest on money loaned or deposited; 

(2) dividends or interest from stocks, 

securities; and 

(3) proceeds from the sale of stocks, 

securities. 

NEW s~CTION. Section 20. Exemption 

bonds, or 

bonds, or 

fuel. The 

receipts from the sale of gasoline or ethanol blended for 

fuel on which the Montana gasoline tax has been paid under 

Title 15, chapter 70, are exempt from the sales tax and use 

-18-
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tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 21. Exemption isolated or 

occasional sale or lease of property or services. The 

receipts from the isolated or occasional sale or lease of 

property or from the performance of a service by a person 

who is not regularly engaged in or who does not represent 

himself as engaged in the business of selling or leasing the 

same or a similar property or service are exempt from the 

sales tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 22. Exemption oil, gas, and 

mineral interests. The receipts from the sale or lease of 

oil, natural gas, or mineral interests are exempt from the 

sales tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 23. Exemption minerals 

ell:ception. (1) The receipts from the sale or use of a 

mineral as defined in 15-38-103 are exempt from the sales 

tax and use tax. 

{2) Mine~dls refined~ reduced, polished, cut, faceted, 

o~ otherwise processed for the purpose of being used as or 

integrated into jewelry, art, o~ sculpture or as a 

decorative embellishment or adornment, eithe~ in their own 

right or in combination with other property, are not 

included in the exemption provided in this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 24. ExempUon property of 

certain governmental agencies. (1) The use of property by 
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the United States or any agency or instrumentality of the 

United States or by this state or any political ~ubdivision 

of this state is exempt from the use tax. 

(2) The use of property by the governing body of an 

Indian tribe on a federally recognized Indian reservation is 

exempt from the use tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 25. Exemption personal 

effects. The use by an individual of personal or household 

effects brought into the state for the establishment by him 

of an initial resid~nce 1n this state and the use of 

pruperty brought into the state by a nonresident for his own 

nonbusiness use while temporarily within this state are 

exempt from the use tax. 

NEW_ SE<:TIOI'J_,_ Section 26. Exempt ion advertising 

services. The gross receipts from the sale of advertising 

services, including the actual creation or development of 

the advertising, are exempt from the sales tax. f'or the 

purpose of this section, ''adverti~ing services'' includes but 

is not limited to all advertising by: 

(1) newspaper, magazine, or other publication; 

(2) radio or television; 

(3) billboard, banner, sign, placard, and the like; 

(4) handbill; or 

(5) any other advertising means, media, or method. 

NEW SECTION. Section 27. Deduction sale 
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tangible personal property for resale. Receipts from the 

sale of tangible personal property may be deducted from 

gross receipts if: 

( 1) the sale is made to a buyer who delivers a 

nontaxable transaction certificate to the seller; and 

(2) the buyer resells or plans to resell the tangible 

personal property either by itself or 1n combination with 

other tangible personal property in the ordinary course of 

business and the property will subsequently be subject to 

the sales tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 28. Deduction -- sale of service 

for resale. Receipts from the sale of a service for resale 

may be deducted from gross receipts if: 

11) the sale is made to a person who delivers a 

nontaxable transaction certificate: 

(2) the buyer separately states the value of the 

service purchased in his charge for the service on its 

subsequent sale; and 

(3) the subsequent sale is in the ordinary course of 

business and subject to the use tax. 

NEW SECTION. Section 29. Deduction sale to 

manufacturer. Receipts from the sale of tangible personal 

property to a buyer engaged in the business of manufacturing 

may be deducted from gross receipts if: 

(1) the buyer delivers a nontaxable transaction 
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certificate to the seller; and 

(2) the buyer incorporates or will incorporate the 

tangible personal property as an ingred!t>Jlt. uL- component 

part of the product which he is 10 the business of 

manufacturing. 

NEW SECTION. Section 30. Deduction sale of 
~~-----

tangible personal property for leasing. Receipts from the 

sale of tangible personal property, other than furniture or 

appliances, and from the rental or lease of property, other 

than coin-operated machines and mobile homes, that is 

deductible under [sections through 68 and 721 may be 

deducted from gross receipts if: 

(1) the sale 1s made to a buyer who dellvers a 

nontaxable transaction certificate to the seller; 

(2) the buyer is engaged in a business deriving more 

than 50% of its receipts from leasing or selling tangible 

personal property of the type leased; and 

(3) the buyer does not use the property 1n any manner 

other than holding it for lease or sale or leasing or 

selling it, either by itself or in combination with other 

tangible personal property, 1n the ordinary course of 

business. 

NEW SECTION. Section 31. Deduction lease for 

subsequent lease. Receipts from the lease of tangible 

personal property, other than furniture or appliances, and 
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from the rental or lease of property, other than 

coin-operated machines and mobile homes, that is deductible 

under {sections 1 through 68 and 72] may be deducted from 

gross receipts if: 

(l) the lease is made to a lessee who delivers a 

nontaxable transaction certificate; and 

(2) the lessee does not use the property in any manner 

other than for subsequent lease in the ordinary course of 

business. 

NEW SECTION. Section 32. Deduction sale of 

tangible personal property to person engaged in construction 

businessa {1) Receipts from the sale of tangible personal 

property may be deducted from gross receipts if the sale is 

made to a buyer engaged in the construction business who 

delivers a nontaxable transaction certificate to the seller. 

(2) The buyer delivering the nontaxable transaction 

certificate shall incorporate the tangible personal property 

as: 

(a) an ingredient or component part of a construction 

project that is subject to the sales tax or use tax upon its 

completion or upon the completion of the overall 

construction project of which it is a part; or 

(b) an ingredient or component part of a construction 

project that is subject to the sales tax or use tax upon the 

sale in the ordinary course of business of the real property 
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upon which it was constructed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 33. Deduction sale of 

construction service to person engaged in construction 

business. (1) Receipts from the sale of a construction 

service may be deducted from gross receipts if the sale is 

made to a buyer engaged in the construction business and he 

delivers a nontaxable transaction certificate to the person 

performing the construction service. 

(2) The buyer delivering the nontaxable transaction 

certificate shall have the construction services performed 

upon: 

{a) a construction project that is subject to the 

sales tax or use tax upon its completion or upon the 

completion of the overall construction project of which it 

is a part; or 

(b) a construction project that is subject to the 

sales tax or use tax upon the sale in the ordinary course of 

business of the real property upon which it was constructed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 34. Deduction 

of real property and lease of mobile homes. 

sale or lease 

( 1) (a)· Except 

as provided in subsection (l)(b), receipts Erom the sale or 

lease of real property, from the lease of a mobile home, or 

from the rental of a mobile home for a period of at least 1 

month may be deducted from gross receipts. 

(b) The portion of the gross receipts from the sale of 
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real property that is attributable to improvements 

constructed on the r~al property by the seller in the 

ordinary course of hi~ construct1on business may not be 

deducted from gross receipts. 

(2) Receipts attributable to the inclusion of 

furniture or appliances furnished by the landlord or lessor 

as part of a leased or rented dwelling, house, mobile home, 

cabin, condominium, or apartment may be deduCted from gross 

receipts. 

(3) Receipts received by hate ls, motels, 

roaminghouses, campgrounds, guest ranches, trailer parks, or 

similar facilities are not receipts from leasing real 

property for purposes of this section if either the operator 

or the user must pay tax on the receipts under Title 15, 

chapter 65. 

NEW SECTION. Section 35. Deduction -- transactions in 

interstate commerce exception. (l) Receipts from a 

transaction in interstate commerce may be deducted from 

g[oss receipts to the extent that the imposition of the 

sales tax or use tax would be unlawful unde[ the United 

States constitution. 

(2) (a) The following may be deducted from gross 

receipts: 

( i l receipts from transmitting messages or 

conversations by radio, originating from a point outside 
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this state and received at a point within this state; and 

{ii) receipts from the sale of radio or television 

broadca~t time if the advertising message 1~ ~ulJ~lied by or 

on behalf of a national or regional seller or an advertiser 

not having its principal place of business in or being 

incorporated under the laws of this state. 

(b) Commissions received by an advertising agency for 

performing services in this state may not be deducted from 

gross receipts under this section4 

NEW SECT ION. Section 36. Deduct ion intrastate 

transportation and services in interstate commerce. (l) 

Receipts from the transport of persons or property from one 

point within this state to another point within thi~ state 

may be deducted from gross receipts if such persons or 

property, including any reasonably necessary services, are 

being transported in interstate or foreign commerce under a 

single contract. 

handling, storage, drayage, or (2) Receipts from 

packing of property or any other accessorial services on 

property may be deducted from gros~ receipts if: 

{a) the property has been or will be moved 

interstate or foreign commerce; 

in 

(b) the services are performed by a local agent for a 

carrier or by a carrier; and 

(c) the services are performed under d single contract 
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in relation to transpurtation services. 

NEW SECTION. Section 37. Deduction sale of certain 

services to an out-of-state buyer. (l) Receipts from 

performing a service may be deducted from gross receipts if 

the sale of the service is made to a buyer who delivers to 

the seller either a nontaxable transaction certificate or 

o:her evidence acceptable to the department that the 

transaction meets the conditions set out in subsection (3). 

(2) The perscn who delivers the nontaxable transaction 

certificate or other evidence acceptable to the department 

m~st meet tt1e criteria set out in subsection (3). 

{3) Receipts from the performance of d serv1ce are 

deductible if the buyer of the service, any at his 

employees, or any person in privity with him: 

(a) does not make initlal us~ of the product or the 

service in this state; 

(b) doe~ no~ take delivery of the product or the 

service in th1s state; or 

(c) concurrent. with the performance of the serv1ce, 

does not have a regular place of work in this state or spend 

more than brief and occasional periods of time 1n this state 

and: 

{i) does not have any communication in this state 

related in any way to the subject matter, performance, or 

administrdtion of the service with the person performing the 
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service; or 

(ii) does not himself perform work 1n this state 

related to the subject matter of the service. 

(4] Receipts from performing a serv1ce that initially 

qualified for the deduction provided in this section but 

that nc long~r meets the criter1a set torth i:1 sub5::·-::.::tion 

(3) are deductible for the period prior to tne 

disqualificaticn. 

NEW SECTION. Section 38. Deduct ion r~t-·.J, 

fertilizers, and agricultural supplies ll d~[j l-.J\.!k 

auctioneers. (l l Receipts !::rom the sale ot f·.~~· j Lor 

livestock, fish raised for human consur.1.ptior., p•J, · ·.:.y, 

animal~ rdised for t.heir hides or pelt::;, semen 1~·,;;-c_i in 

animal hu5bandry, seeds, roots, bulbs, so:~ conditi-~ners, 

fertili~ers, insecticides, insects ~seJ to centro' i..;le 

populatior1 ot other insects, fungicides, weedicides, 

herbicides, or water for irrigation purpo5es may be deducLed 

from gross receipts if the sale is made to a person who 

states in writing that he is regularly engaged 10 the 

business of farming, ranching, ur the ~~i::;1ng of anim&l~ [or 

their hides or pelts. 

(2) Receipts of auctioneers from selling livestock or 

other agricultural products at auction mdy be deducted from 

gross receipts. 

NEW SECT ION. Section 39. De duet i un certain -----
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chemicals and reagents. (l) The following may be deducted 

from gross receipts: 

(Q) receipts from the sale of chemicals or reagents to 

any mining concern or milling company for use in processing 

ores or oil in a mill, smelter, or refinery or in acidizing 

oil wells; and 

(b} receipts from the sale of chemicals or reagents in 

an amount in excess of 18 tons. 

( 2) 

material, 

receipts. 

Receipts from the 

or dynamite may 

sale of explosives, blasting 

not be deducted from gross 

NEW SECTION. Section 40. Deduction -- certain uses of 

special fuel. (1) Receipts from the sale of special fuel, as 

defined in 15-70-301, on which the special fuels tax has 

been paid under Title 15, chapter 70, or which 1s used in 

agriculture or to operate machinery, equipment, or vehicles 

used in a trade or business may be deducted from gross 

receipts. 

(2) Receipts from the sale of special fuel used to 

heat buildings for human comfort are not deductible. 

NEW SECTION. Section 41. Deduction -- sale of certain 

services performed directly on product manufactured. (1) 

Receipts from sale of the service of combining or processing 

components or materials may be deducted from gross receipts 

if the sale is made to a buyer who is engaged in the 
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business of manufacturing and who delivers a. nontaxable 

transaction certificate to the seller. 

(2) The buyer delivering the nol,tdXdble transaction 

certificate shall have the service pertorm~d directly upon 

tangible personal property that he is ~n the business of 

manufacturing or upon ingredients or component parts of such 

property. 

NEW SECT ION. Section 42. Deduction -- use of tanqib1e 

personal property for leasing. tl) Except as provided in 

subsection (2), the value of leased property may be deducted 

in computing the use tax due if the person holding the 

tangible personal property for lease: 

(a) is engaged in a business that derives a 

substantial portion of its receipts from leasing or selling 

property of the type leased; 

(b) does not use the property in any manner other than 

holding it for lease or sale or leasing or selling it either 

by itself or in combination with other tangible personal 

property in the ordinary course of business; and 

(c) does not use the property in a manner 

to the performance of a service. 

incidental 

(2) The deduction provided in subsection (1) does not 

apply to the value of furniture or appliances furnished by 

the landlord or lessor as part of a leased or rented 

dwelling, house, cabin, condominium, or apartment or to the 
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lease of coin-operated machines or mobile homes. 

NEW SECTION. Section 43. Deduction sales to 

governaent agencies and Indian tribes. (1) Receipts from a 

sale to the United States or any agency or instrumentality 

of the United States or to this state or any political 

subdivision of this state may be deducted from gross 

receipts. 

(2) Receipts from a sale to the governing body of an 

Indian tribe for use on a federally recognized Indian 

reservation may be deducted from gross receipts. 

NEW SECTION. Section 44. Credit out-of-state 

taxes. {l) If a gross receipts, sales, use, or similar tax 

has been levied by another state or a political subdivision 

of another state on property bought outside this state but 

which will be used or consumed in this state and the tax was 

paid, the amount of tax paid may be credited against any use 

tax due this state on the same property. 

(2) If the receipts from the sale of improvements to 

real property constructed by a person in the ordinary course 

of his construction business are subject to the sales tax or 

use tax, the amount of tax paid by the person under 

subsection (l) on materials that became 

component part of the construction 

construction services performed upon 

an ingredient or 

project and on 

the construction 

project may be credited against the sales tax or use tax due 
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on the sale. 

NEW SECTION. Section 45. Seller's permit. Upon an 

applicant's compliance with [sections 1 through 68 and 72], 

the department shall issue to the applicant a separate, 

numbered seller's permit for each place of business within 

Montana. A permit is valid until revoked or suspended but is 

not assignable. A permit is valid only for the person in 

whose name it is issued and for the transaction of business 

at the place designated. The permit must be conspicuously 

displayed at all times at the place for which it is issued. 

NEW SECTION. Section 46. Permit application 
~--- ·-- -- -~-

requirem~nts -- plac~ of business -- form. {l) (d) A person 

desiring to engage in the business of making retail sales or 

providing services in Montana shall file with the department 

an application for a permit. If the person has more than one 

place of business, an applicdtion must be filed for each 

place of business. 

(i) A vending machine operator who has more than one 

vending machine location is considered to have only one 

place of business for purpose~ of chis section. 

(ii) An applicant who has no regular place of business 

and who moves from place to place is considered to have only 

one place of business and shall attach the permit to his 

cart, stand, truck, or other merchandising device. 

{b) Each person or class of per~uns obl1gated to file 
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a return under [sections 1 through 68 and 72] is required to 

file application for a permit. 

(2) Each application for a permit must be on a form 

prescribed by the department and must set forth the name 

under which the applicant intends to transact business, the 

location of his place or places of business, and such other 

information as the department may require. The application 

must be filed by the owner if the owner is a natural person, 

by a member or partner if the owner is an association or 

partnership, or by a person authorized to sign the 

application if the owner is a corporation. 

NEW SECTION. Section 47. Special activities 

permits-- penalty. (1) The operator of a flea market, craft 

show, antique show, coin show, stamp show, comic book show, 

convention exhibit area, or similar selling event, as a 

prerequisite to renting or leasing space on the premises 

owned or controlled by the operator to a person desiring to 

engage in or conduct business as a seller, shall obtain 

evidence that the seller is the holder of a valid seller's 

permit issued pursuant to [section 45] or a written 

statement from the selle~ that he is not offering for sale 

any item that is taxable under (sections 1 through 68 and 

72]. 

I 2) "Flea market, c~aft show, antique show, coin show, 

stamp show, comic book show, convention exhibit area, or 
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similar selling event'', as used in this section, means an 

activity that involves a series of sales sufficient in 

number, scope, and character to constitute d reqular course 

of business but does not qualify as an isolated or 

occasional sale pursuant to [section 21}. 

(J) An operator who fails or refuses to comply with 

the provisions of this sectlon is subject to a penalty, 

payable to the department, of $100 per day per seller at 

each selling event at which the operator fails to obtain 

evidence that a seller is the holder of a valid seller's 

permit issued pursuant to (section 45]. 

NEW SECTION. 

hearing 

Section 48. 

~~ notice 

Revocation or suspension of 

appeal. (1) Subiect to the permit 

provisions 

reasonable 

of subsection {2), the department may, for 

or suspend any permit held by a cause, revoke 

person who fails to comply with the provisions of [sections 

1 through 68 and 72). 

{2) (a) The department shall hold a hearing on the 

proposed revocation or suspension after giving the person 30 

days 1 notice in writing, specitying the time and place of 

the hearing and the reason for the proposed revocation or 

suspension. 

(b) The notice must include a requirement that the 

person show cause why the permit or permits should not be 

revoked or suspended. 
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(c) The notice must be served personally or 

certified mail. 

by 

{3) After revocation, the department may not issue a 

new permit except upon application accompanied by reasonable 

evidence of the intention of the applicant to comply with 

the provisions of (sections through 68 and 72]. The 

department may requ1re security in addition to that 

authorized by [section 56] in an amount reasonably necessary 

to ensure compliance with [sections 1 through 68 and 72) as 

a condition for the issuance of a new permit to such an 

applicant. 

(4) A person aggrieved by the department's final 

decision to revoke a permic as provided in subseccion {1) 

may appeal the decision to the state tax appeal board within 

30 days following the date on which the depdrtment issued 

1ts final decision. 

(5) A decision of the state tax appeal board may be 

appealed to a court of competent jurisdiction. 

NEW S8CTION. Section 49. Nontaxable transaction 

certificate-- form. (1) The department shall provide for a 

uniform nontaxable transaction certificate. In order tu 

obtain a deduction under (sections l through 68 and 72], a 

purchaser shall use the certificate when purchasing goods or 

services for resale. 

(2) At a minimum, the certificate must provide: 
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(a) the number of the permit issued to the purchaser 

as provided in (section 45]; 

{b) the general character of property ur service sold 

by the purchaser in the regular course of b~siness; 

(c) the property or service purchased for resale; 

(d) the name dOd address of the "purchaser; and 

(e) a signature line for t~e purchaser. 

NEW SECTION. Section 50. Improper use of subject of 

purchase obtained with nontaxable transaction certificate 

penalty. (l) It a purchaser who uses a nontaxable 

transaction certificate utilizes the subJect of the purchase 

for d purpose other than one allowed as a deductiort under 

[sections 1 through 68 and 72], the use is consider~d a 

taxable sale by the purchaser as of the time of first use by 

him and the sale price he receives is considered the gross 

receipts from the sale. If Lhe sole nonexempt use 1s rental 

while holding for sale, the purchaser shall include in his 

gross receipts the amount of the rental charged. Upon 

subsequent sale of the property, the seller shall include 

the entire amount of gross rece1pts received from the 

resale, without deduction of amounts prev~ously received as 

rentals. 

(2) A person who uses a certificate ftJr property that 

will be utilized for purposes othe1.- thdn tht:? purpuse claimed 

is subject to a penalty, payable to the dep.3.~tment, of ~100 
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for each transaction in which an improper use of an 

exemption certificate has occurred. 

(3} Upon a showing of good cause, the department may 

abate or waive the penalty or a portlon of the penalty. 

NEW SECTION. Section 51. 

certificate goods .. If a 

Commingling 

purchaser uses a 

nontaxable 

nontaxable 

transaction certificate with respect to the purchase of 

fungible goods and thereafter commingles these goods with 

fungible goods not so purchased but of such similarity that 

the identity of the goods in the commingled mass cannot be 

determined, sales from the mass of commingled goods are 

considered to be sales of the goods purchased with the 

certificate until the quantity of commingled goods sold 

~quals the quantity of goods originally purchased under the 

certificate. 

NEW SECTION. Section 52. Liability for payment of taK 

security for retailer without place of business 

penalty. (1) Liability for the payment of the sales tax and 

use tax is not extinguished until the taxes have been paid 

to the department. 

(2) A retailer who does not maintain a place of 

business in this state is liable for the sales tax or use 

tax in accordance with {sections 1 through 68 and 72] and 

shall furnish adequate security as required in [section 56} 

to ensure collection and payment of the taxes. When so 
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authorized and except as otherwise provided in [sections 1 

through 68 and 72}, the retailer is liable for the taxes 

upon all tanqible property sold thdt i~ to be used within 

this state in the same manner as a retdiler who maintains a 

place of business within this state. 

for in [section 45} may be canceled at 

The permit provided 

any time if the 

department considers the security inQdequate or believes 

that the taxes can be collected more effectively in anothe~ 

manner. 

( 3) No agent, canvasser, or employee of a retailer 

doing business in this state who is not authorized by permit 

from the department may sell, solicit orders for, or del1ver 

any tangible personal property in Montana. If such ~n agent, 

canvasser, or employee violates the provisions of [sections 

1 through 68 and 72}, he is subject to a fine of not more 

than $100 for each s~parate transaction or event. 

NEW SECTION. Section 53. Common carriers as 

retailers. A person engag~d in the business of intrastate or 

interstate transportation by motor vehicle of tangible 

personal property or passengers shall register as a retailer 

and pay the taxes imposed by [sections l through 68 and 721. 

NEW SECTION. Section 54. Application for permission 

to report on accrual basis. (l) A person who has a permit 

issued pursuant to [section 451 may apply to the department 

for permission to report and pay the sales tax or use tax on 

-38-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/01 

an accrual basis. 

(2} The application must be made on a form prescribed 

by the department that contains such information as the 

department may require. 

{3) A person may not report or pay the sales tax or 

use tax on an accrual basis unless he has received written 

permission from the department. 

NEW SECTION. Section 55. Returns authority of 

department. (1) On or before the 25th day of each month in 

which the tax imposed by [sections 1 through 68 and 721 is 

payable, a return for the preceding month must be filed with 

the department, on a form provided by the department. Each 

return must contain a confession of judgment for the amount 

of the tax shown due, to the extent not timely paid. A 

person making retail sales at two or more places of business 

may file a consolidated return, subject to rules prescribed 

by the department. 

(2) {a) For the purposes of the sales tax or use tax, 

a return must be filed by: 

(i) a retailer required to pay such tax; and 

(ii) a person: 

(A) purchasing any items the storage, use, or other 

consumption of which is subject to the sales tax or use tax; 

and 

(B) who has not paid the tax to a retailer required to 
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pay the tax. 

(b) Each return must be signed by the person filing 

the return or by his agent duly authorized in writing. 

(3) (a) A person liable foe the taxes imposed by 

[sections 1 through 68 and 72] shall keep records, render 

statements, make returns, and comply with the provisions of 

[sections 1 through 68 and 72) and the rules prescribed by 

the department. Each return or statement must include the 

information required by the rules of the department. 

(b) For the purpose of determining complLance with the 

provisions of this section, the department is authorized to 

examine or cause to be examined any books, papers, records, 

or memoranda relevant to making a determination of the 

amount of tax due, whether the books, papers, records, or 

memoranda are the property of or in the possession of the 

person filing the return or another person. The department 

may also: 

(i) require the attendance of a person having 

knowledge or information relevant to a return; 

(ii) compel the production of books, papers, records, 

or memoranda by a person required to dttend; 

(iii) take testimony on matters material to the 

determination; and 

(iv) administer oaths or affirmations. 

(4) The returns due for July, August, and September of 
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sale of security deposit at auction 
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limitations --

bond. (1) The 

department may require a retailer to deposit with the 

department security in a form and amount the department 

determines appropriate. ·rhe deposit may not be more than 

twice the estimated average liability for the period for 

which the return is required to be filed or $10,000, 

whichever is less. The amount of security may be increased 

or decreased by the department, subject to the limitations 

provided in this section. 

( 2) (a) If necessary, the department may sell property 

deposited as security at public auction to recover any sales 

tax or use tax or amount required to be collected, including 

interest and penalties. 

(b) Notice of the sale must be served per~onally or by 

certified mail upon the per~on who deposited the security. 

(c) After the sale, any surplus above the amount due 

and that is not required as security under this section must 

be returned to the person who deposited the security. 

t3) In lieu of security, the department may require a 

retailer to file a bond, issued by a surety company 

authorized to transact business in this state, to guarantee 

solvency and responsibility. 

{ 4) In addition to the other requirements of this 
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section, the department may require the corporate officers, 

directors, or shareholders of a curpurcil ion r: _) provide a 

personal guatanty and assurnptlun vl 1-'.d,tllt·l tor the 

payment of the tax due under {sections l through 08 dnd 72}. 

NEW SECT ION. Section 57. Extensions. ( 1) The 

department may extend the time for filing a return and 

remittance of tax, deficiencies, and penalties for a period 

not to exceed 60 days from th~ date a return was due and may 

requ1re both an estimated return dt the time fixed for 

filing the regularly required return and the payment of tax 

on the basis of the estimated return. 

{ 2) If an extension of time for payment has been 

qranted under this section, interest at the rate provided in 

[section 62{2)) ~B payable from the date on wh1ch payment 

was first due without extension until the tax is pdid. 

NEW SECTION. Section 58. Examination of return 

adjustments delivery of notices and demands. (l) The 

department may examine a return and make an 1nve~tigation or 

examination of the records and accounts of a person making 

the reLurn iE the department C011~iders it necessary to 

determine the accuracy of the return. 

[2) To determine the accuracy of a return, the 

department may examine the records and accounts, u~lng 

statistical or other sampling techniques consistent with 

generally accepted accounting principles. 
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(3) If the department determines that the amount of 

tax due is different from the amount reported, the amount of 

tax computed on the basis of the examination conducted 

pursuant to subsections (l) and (2) constitutes the tax to 

be paid. 

(4) If the tax due exceeds the amount of tax reported 

as due on the taxpayer's return 1 the excess must be paid to 

the department within 60 days after notice of the amount and 

demand for payment is mailed or delivered to the person 

making che return. If the amount of the tax found due by the 

depdrtment is less than that reported as due on the return 

and has Ueen paid, the exce~s must be refunded to the person 

making the return in the manner provided in 15-1-503. 

(S) The notice and demand provided for in this section 

must contain a statement of the computation ot the tax and 

must be: 

(a) sent by mail to the taxpayer at the address given 

in his return, if any, or to his last-known address; or 

(b) served personally upon the taxpayer. 

NEW SECTION. Section 59. Penalties for violation. 

(l) (a) Subject to the provisions of subsection {l)(b}, if a 

person, without purposely or knowingly violating any 

requirement imposed by [sections 1 through 68 and 72}, fails 

to file a return or pay the tax due on or before the date 

the return or tax is due (determined with regard to any 
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extension of time granted for filing the return), there must 

immediately be imposed a penalty of 5% of any tax due on the 

return. The penalty increases by the amount of ~l of the tax 

due for each 30-day period or portion thereof that the 

return remains unfiled after notification of failure to 

file. 

(b) The penalty imposed by subsection (l}(a) may not 

exceed 25\ of tt1e total tax due. 

(c) Interest accrues on the unpaid tax at the rate of 

1% for each month or part thereof during which the tax 

remains unpaid. 

{d) The department may not assess a penalty untll such 

time as the penalty equdls $10 or more for any one tax 

period or the period covered by any return or statement. 

(2) (a) If a person purposely or knowingly violates 

any requirement impo~~d by (seclions l through 68 and 72], 

fails to mdke a return, or fdil~ to pay a tax, if one is 

due, at the Lime requir~d under the provisions of [sections 

1 through 68 and 72], there is added to the tax an 

additional amount equal to the greater of 25% of the tax or 

$25. 

(b) Interest accrues on the unpaid tax at the rate of 

l\ for each month or part thereof during which the tax 

remains unpaid. 

( 3) (a) Any individual, corporation, or partnership, 
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any officer or employee of d corporation, or any member or 

employee of a partnership whu, with intent to evade any 

requirement of [sections 1 through 68 and 72} or any lawful 

requirement of the department adopted pursuant to lsections 

through 68 and 72], purposely or knowingly fails to pay 

the tax or to make, render, or sign any return or to supply 

any information within the time required under the 

provisions of [sections 1 through 6B and 72) or who 

purposely or knowingly makes, renders, or signs any false or 

fraudulent return or statement or supplies any false or 

fraudulent information is subject to a civil penalty of not 

more than $5,000. 

{b) A penalty imposed by subsection (3)(a) must be 

recovered by the department in the name of the state by 

action in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

(4) The department may abate or waive all or a portion 

of the penalty imposed by subsection (1) if the taxpayer 

establishes to the satisfaction of the department that his 

failure to file or to pay on time was due to reasonable 

cause and was not due to neglect on his part. 

NEW SECTION. Section 60. warrants for distraint. If a 

tax imposed by [sections 1 through 68 and 721 or any portion 

of such tax is not paid when due, the department may issue a 

warrant for distraint as provided in Title 15, chapter 1, 

part 7. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 61. Authority to collect 

delinquent taxes. ( 1) The department shall co ll<::!ct taxes 

that are delinquent as determined under lse~Ltwt1~ l through 

68 and 72]. 

(2} To collect delinquent taxes after the time for 

appeal has expired, the department may direct the offset of 

tax refunds or other funds due the taxpayer from the state, 

except wages subject to the provis~ons of 25-13-614 and 

retirement benefits. 

(3) As provided in lS-l-705, the taxpayer has the 

righc to a hearing on the tax liability prior to any offset 

by the department. 

(4) The department may file a claim for state funds on 

behalf of the taxpayer if a claim is required betore funds 

are available for offset. 

(5) The department shall provide the taxpayer with 

written notice of the right to request a hearing under the 

contested case procedures of Title 2, chapter 4, on the 

matter of the offset action or the department's intent to 

file a claim on behalf of the taxpayer. A written request 

for a hearing must be made within 30 days of the date of the 

notice, and the hearing must be held within 30 days 

following receipt by the department of the written request. 

NEW SECTION. Section 62. Penalty for deficiency. 

(l) {a) If the payment of a tax deficiency is not made 
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within 60 days after it is due and payable and if the 

deficiency is due to negligence on the part of the taxpayer 

but without fraud, there must be added to the amount of the 

4 deficiency a penalty of 5% of the tax. 

5 {b) ln addition, a penalty of 5% of the delinquent tax 

6 shall be assessed for each 30-day period or portion thereof 

7 that the tax remains unpaid following notification of 

8 delinquency. 

9 (c) Interest accrues on the unpaid taxes at the rate 

10 of 1% for each month or part thereof during which the taxes 

ll remain unpaid. The interest must be computed from the date 

12 the return and tax were originally due. 

13 {d) In no event may the penalties imposed under 

14 subsections {l](a) and (l}(b) exceed 25% of the total tax 

15 due. 

1G I 2) If the time for filing a return is extended, the 

17 taxpayer shall pay, in addition to the tax due, interest 

18 thereon at the rate of 1% for each month or part thereof 

19 from the date the return was originally required to be filed 

20 to the time of payment. 

21 (3) The department may not assess a penalty until such 

22 time as the penalty equals $10 or more for any one tax 

23 period or the period covered by any return or statement. 

24 NEW SECT_!_9~ Section 63. Limitations. Except in the 

25 case of a person who, with intent to evade the tax, 
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purposely or knowingly files a false or fraudulent return 

violating the provisions of (sections thrcugh 68 and 72), 

the amount of tax due under any return mu:::;t "Le determined by 

the department within 5 years after the return was made. The 

department is barred from revising a return or recomputing 

the tax due thereon, and no proceeding 1n court for the 

collection of the tax may be instituted unless notice of an 

additional tax was provided within the period described in 

this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 64. Refunds. A claim for a 
~-~--~----

refund made for taxes collected under (secti~ns 1 through 68 

a11d 72} must be in accordance with the procedure ar1d time 

limits provided in 15-l-503. 

NEW SECTION. Section 65. Administration -- rules. The 

department shall: 

(l) administer and enforce the provisions of Lsections 

through 68 and 72]; 

(2) cause to be prepared and distributed such forms 

and information as may be neces~d1·y tc administer the 

provisions of [sections 1 through 68 dnd 72); and 

{3) promulgate such rules as mdy be appropriate to 

administer and enforce the provisions of [sections 1 through 

68 and 72]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 66. Revocation of corporate 

license. (l) If a corpordtion authorized to do business in 
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this state and required to pay the taxes imposed under 

[sections l through 68 and 721 fails to comply with any of 

the provisio115 of [section~ l through 68 and 72) or any rule 

of the department, the department may, for reasonable cause, 

certify to lhe secretary of state a copy of an order finding 

that the corporation has failed to comply with specific 

statutory prov~~ions or rules. 

(2) The secretary of state shall, upon receipt of the 

certification, revoke the license authorizing the 

corporation to do business in this state and may issue a new 

l1cense only when the corporation has obtained from the 

department an order finding that the corporation has 

complied with its obligations under tsections l chrough 68 

and 72]. 

(3) No order authorized in this section may be mdde 

until the corporation is given an opportunity to be heard 

and to sho~ cause at a contested case hearing before the 

department why such order should not be made. The 

corporation must be given 30 days' notice of the time and 

place of the hearing and the reason for the proposed order. 

NEW SECTION. Section 67. Tax as debt. ( 1) The taxes 

imposed by [sections 1 through 68 and 72] and related 

interest and penalties become a personal debt of the person 

required to file a return from the time the liability 

arises, regardless of when the time for payment of such 
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liability occurs. 

(2) In the case of an executor or admini~tl~tur of the 

estate of a decedent or in the case Dr' .l rtduc'lJ.ry, the debt 

is that of the person in his official ur fiduciary capacity 

only. However, if he has voluntarily distributed the assets 

held in such capacity withottt reserving suEt1cient assets to 

pay the taxes, inc.erest, and penalties, ne is personally 

liable for any deficiency. 

(3) This sect1on also applie~ to those corporate 

offtcers, directors, or shareholders requ1red by the 

department to personally gudrantee the payment of the taxes 

for their corporations. 

NEW SECTION. Section 68. Information 

confidentiality agreements with another state. ( l) (a) 

Except as provided in subsections (l) (b) and ( 2). it is 

unlawful for an employee of the department or any other 

public official or public employee ro divulge or otherwise 

make known any information disclosed 1n a report or return 

required to be filed under [sections ~ through 68 and 721 or 

any information concerning the affairs of the person ~aking 

the return that is acquired from his records, officers, or 

employees in an examination or audit. 

(b) Subsection (l)(a) does not 4pply to information 

obtained from the taxpayer making the report or return in 

connection with a proceeding involving tdxes due under 
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[sections 1 through 68 and 72] or to compliance with the 

provisions of subsecticn {2). 

(C) Nothing in this section may be construed to 

prohibit the department from publishing statistics if they 

are classified in a way that does not disclose the identity 

and content of any particular return or report. A person 

violating the provisions of tnis section is subject to the 

penalty provided in 15-30-303 for violating the 

confidentiality of individual income tax information. 

(2) (a} The department may enter into an agreement 

with the taxing officials of another state for the 

interpretation and administration of the laws of their state 

that provide for the collection of sales taxes or use taxes 

in order to promote fair and equitable administration of 

such laws and to eliminate double taxation. 

{b) The department, in order to implement the 

provisions of [sections l through 68 and 72], may furnish 

information on a reciprocal basis to the laxing officials of 

another state or to the taxing officials of a municipality 

of this state that has a local sales tax or use tax. 

(3) In order to facilitate proce~sing of return~ drld 

payments of taxes required by [sections l through 68 and 

72), the department may contract with vendors and may 

disclose data to the vendors. The data disclosed must be 

administered by the vendor in a manner consistent with this 
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section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 69. Credit for sales lax and use 

tax -- definitions. As used in [section~ td ::tHough 71], the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) "Claimant .. means an individual natural person who 

1s eligible to file a claim under (section 70). 

{ 2) 

{ 3) 

''Department~ means the department 2f revenue. 

"Gross household income" means all monetary 

benefits of any kind received by each indiv1dual member of 

the household, without regard to losses of any k1nd and 

without regard to whether the benefits are taxable income 

under state or f~deral ltlcome tax laws. 

includes but is not limited to the followi~g: 

(a) 

(b) 

100% of the gains on all sales; 

alimony, child support, or any 

maintenance payments; 

Such income 

other type of 

(c) cash public assista11ce and relief (including the 

face value af all food stamps received); 

{d) life insurance and endowment contracts; 

(e) social security atld the gros~ amount of any 

pension or annuity {including railroad ret1rement benefits 

and veterans• disability benefits); 

(f) unemployment and workers' 

(g) all tax refunds; and 

compensation benefits; 

(h) any monetary benefits defined .jS income in the 
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persons who 

furnishings, 

facilities, accommodations, and expenses. The term does not 

include bona fide lessees, tenants, or roomers and boarders 

on contract. 

NEW SECTION. Section 70. Credit for sales tax and use 

tax. (1} Except as provided in subsection ( 2), there lS 

allowed a credit against tax liability for each resident who 

files an individual Montana income tax return under this 

chapter as provided in subsection (3). The credit may be 

claimed even though the resident has no taxable income under 

Title 13, chapter 30. 

(2) A claim for the tax credit provided in this 

section may not be filed by a resident who: 

(a} is an inmate of a public institution for more than 

6 months during the tax year for which the tax credit is 

claimed; or 

{b) is not physically present in Montana for at least 

6 months during the tax year for which the tax credit is 

claimed. 

(3) For each exemption claimed under 15-30-112, a 

credit is allowed according to the following schedule: 

Gross Household Income 

$ 0 - 4,999 
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6,000 -

7,000 -

5,999 

6,999 

7,999 

8,000 - 8,999 

9,000 - 9,999 

10,000 - 10,999 

11,000 - 11,999 

12,000 - 12,999 

13,000 - 13,999 

14,000 - 19,999 

20,000 or rno[e 

9U 

8t1 

10 

64 

5<l 

44 

38 

32 

24 

lB 
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(4) If the amount of credit allowed in this section 

exceeds the amount of tax liability under this chapter by Sl 

or more, the department shall refund the amount in excess. 

If the excess is less than $1, the department may not make a 

refund. 

NEW SECTION. Section 71. Credit for sales tax and use 

tax -- filing date --extension. (1) Except as provided in 

subsection (2), Q claim for a credit must be submitted at 

the same time the claimant's individual income tax return is 

due. For an individual not required to file a tax return, a 

claim for relief must be submitted on or before April 15 of 

the year following the year for which relief is sought. 

(2) The department may grant a reasonable extension 

for filing a claim whenever in its judgment good cause 
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exists. The department shall keep a record of each extension 

and the reason for granting the extension. 

(3) In the event that an 1ndividual who would have a 

claim under [sections 69 through 71] dies before filing the 

claim, the personal representative of the estate of the 

decedent may file the claim. 

NEW SECT ION. Section 72. Sales tax and use tax 

account. (1) There is within the state special revenue fund 

a sales tax and use tax account. 

(2) All money collected under {sections l through DB 

and 72] must be paid by the department into the sales tax 

and use tax account. 

(3) There must be retained in the sales tax and use 

tax account the amounts necessary under [sections l through 

73] to repay overpayments, pay any erroneous receipts 

illegally assessed or collected or that are excessive ~n 

amount, and pay any other refunds otherwise required. 

NEW SECTION. Section 73. Disposition of sales tax and 

use tax revenue -- legislative appropriation. (1) Sales tax 

and use tax revenue is allocated as follows: 

{a) the amount determined under [section 74(3)} tu 

provide property tax replacement revenue tor each taxing 

jurisdiction; 

(b) the amount of sales tax and use tax revenue 

remaining after the allocation 1n sub~e~tion (l)(a) is 
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distributed as follows: 

(i) 53% to state equalization aid as provided in 

20-9-343; 

{ii) 15% to the state special revenue fund for the 

support, maintenance, and improvement of the Montana 

university system, 

COillJllUnity college 

vocational-technical 

districts, subject to 

centers, 

the board 

and 

of 

regents' supervision, as provided in [section 105); and 

{iii) 11% to the local government block grant account 

in the state special revenue fund as provided in (section 

138]; and 

(c) the remainder to the state general fund. 

(2) This section provides for the disposition ot sales 

tdx and use tax revenue. No allocations m~y be made from the 

sales tax and use tax account until appropriated by the 

legislature. 

NEW SECTION. Section 74. P<ope<ty tax <eplacement 

revenue. (l) For the taxable year beginning January 1, 1990, 

and each year thereafter, the department of revenue shall 

determine for each taxing jurisdiction in each county the 

taxable value of all property in the following categor1es, 

calculated at the taxable rate in effect on January 1, 1990: 

(a) class four through class ten; 

(b) class twelve; and 

(c) class fourtee1l through cla~s 11i11eleen. 
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(2} For the tax~ble year beginning January 1, 1991, 

the department shull dt>termine for each taxing jurisdiction 

in each county tl1e tdx~ble value of all property in the 

following categories: 

(a) class four and class five; 

(b) class fifteen; and 

{c) class seventeen. 

(3) For each taxlng jurisdiction in each county, the 

department shall: 

(a) subtract the taxable value for the taxable year 

beginning January 1, 1991, as described under subsection 

(2), from the taxable value for the taxable year beginning 

January 1, 1990, as described under subsection (1); 

(b) multiply the amount resu~ting from the subtraction 

by the certified mill levy for 1990; and 

{c) distribute to each county, beginning in 1991 and 

each year thereafter, the amount resulting from the 

calculations made in subsections (3){a) and (3)(b) in two 

installments for each taxing jurisdiction, for distribution 

on or before November 30 and May 31 in each fiscal year. 

{4) Upon receipt of the funds distributed accordinq to 

this section, the county treasurer shall distribute the 

funds for state, county, school district, municipal, and 

special district purposes in the same manner as property 

taxes are distributed. 
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Section 75. Section 7-l-2111, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-l-2111. Classification of counties. ( . ) ror the 

purpose of regulating the compensatiGn .J.n..J .i..J.L..tr1es of all 

county officers, not otherwise provided fur, ~nd for fixing 

the penaltie~ of officers' bonds, the severdl counties of 

this state shall be classified according to that percentage 

of the true and full valuation of the property therein upon 

which the tax levy is made, except for vehicles subject to 

taxation under 61-J-504{2), as follows: 

[a) first class--all counties havinq such a taxable 

valuation of $SO million or over; 

{b) second class--all counties having such a taxable 

valuation of mo[e than $30 mill10n and less than $50 

million; 

(c) third class--all counties having such a taxable 

valuation of more than S20 million and less than $30 

million; 

(d) fourth class--all counties naving such a taxable 

valuation of mare than $15 millicn and less than $20 

million; 

(e) fifth class--all counties hav1ng such a taxable 

valuation of more than $10 million and less than $15 

million; 

(f) sixth class--all counties having such a taxable 

valuation of more than $5 million and less than $10 million; 
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(g} seventh class--all counties htJ.ving such a taxable 

valuation of less thac1 5~ mLllion. 

(2) As used i11 th1s section, taxable valuation means 

the taxable value of taxable property in the county as of 

the time of determination plus: 

(a) that portion of the taxable value of the county on 

December 3l, 1981, attributable to automobiles and trucks 

naving a rated capacity of three-quarters of a ton or less; 

(b) the amount of interim production and new 

product:on taxes levied, as provided ln 15-23-607, divided 

by the appropriale tax rates described 1n l5-23-607{2)(a) or 

(2)(b) and multiplied by 60%; and 

{c) the amount of value represented by new production 

exempted from tax as provided in 15-23-612; and 

(d) 12.9% of the total taxable value of the county on 

December 31, 1990." 

Section 76. Sect ion 7-3-1321, MCA, is am~nd~d tu read: 

"7-3-1321. Authorization to incur indebtedness 

limitation. (1) The consolidated municipality may borrow 

money or issue bonds for any municipal purpose to the extent 

and in the manner provided by the constitution and laws of 

Montana for the borrowing of money or issuing of bonds by 

counties and cities and town~. 

{2) The municipality may not become indebted in any 

manner or for any purpose to an amount, including existing 

-59-

l 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/01 

indebtedness, in the aggregate exceeding ~8% ~1 of the 

taxable value of the taxable property ~t1erein, as 

ascertained by the last assessment for stctte and county 

taxes prior to incurring such indebtedness. All warrants, 

bonds, or obligations in excess of such amount g1ven by or 

on behalf of the municipality shall be void." 

Section 77. Section 7-6-2211, MCA, io amended to read: 

"7-6-2211. 

a cash basis. 

Authorization to conduct county business on 

(1) In case the total indebtedness of a 

county, lawful when incurred, exceeds the lim1t of ~3% 26% 

established in 7-7-2101 by reason of great d1m1nution of 

taxdble value, the county may conduct its busi~ess affairs 

on a cash basis and pay the reasonable and necessary current 

expenses of the county out of the cash in the county 

trea~ury derived from its current revenue and under such 

restrictions and regulations as may be imposed by the boa~d 

of county commissioners of the county by a resolution duly 

adopted and included in the minutes of the board. 

(2) Nothing in this section restricts tr.e right of the 

board to make the necessary tax levies fer interest and 

sink1ng fund purposes, and nothing 1n this sect1on affects 

the right of any creditor of the county to pursue a11y remedy 

now given him by law to obtain payment of his claHn." 

Section 78. Section 7-6-4121, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-6-4121. Authorization to conduct municipal business 
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on a cash basis. (1) In case the total indebtedness of a 

city or town has reached iTt }~! of the total taxable value 

of the property of the ~ity or town ~ubject to taxation, as 

ascertained by the last assessment for state and county 

taxes, the city or town may conduct its affairs dnd business 

on a cash basis as provided by subsection (2)~ 

(2) (a} Whenever a city or town is conducting its 

business affairs on a cash basis, the reasonable and 

necessary current expenses of the city or town may be paid 

out of the cash in the city or town treasury and derived 

from its current revenues, under such restrictions and 

regulations as the city or town council may by ordinance 

prescribe. 

(b) In 

city or town 

the event that payment is made in advance, the 

may require a cash deposit as collateral 

security and indemnity, equal in amount to such payment, and 

may hold the same as a special deposit with the city 

treasurer or town clerk, in package form, as a pledge for 

the fulfillment and performance of 

obligation for which the advance is made. 

(c) Before the payment of the 

the contract or 

current expenses 

mentioned above, the city or town council shall first set 

apart sufficient money to pay the interest upon its legal, 

valid, and outstanding bonded indebtedness and any sinking 

funds therein provided for and shall be authorized to pay 
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all valid claims against funds raised by tdx especially 

authorized by law for the purpose of pdyin<:J . .>uct1 claims." 

Section 79. s~ction 7-6-42'.:t4, ML'A, .~.~ ... .J.!Ilt~r:·.l~-1 tu redd: 

•7-6-4254. Limitation on amount of emergency budgets 

and appropriations. (1) The total of all emergency budgets 

and appropriations made therein in ~ny one year and to be 

paid from any city fund may not exceed 38% 43\ of the total 

amount which could be produced for such city fund by a 

max1mum levy authorized by law to be made for such fund, as 

shown by the last completed assessment roll of the county. 

(2) The term ''taxable property'', as used herein, means 

the percentage of the value at which such property is 

assessed and which percentage is used for the purposes of 

computing taxes and does not mean the asspssed value of such 

property as the same appears on the assessment roll.'' 

Section 80. Sect ion 7-7-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-7-107. Limitation on amount of bonds for 

city-county consolidated units. (l) Except as provided in 

7-7-108, no city-county consolidated local government may 

issue bonds for any purpose which, with all outstanding 

indebtedness, may exceed 39% 44% of the taxable value of the 

property therein subject to taxation as ascertained by the 

last assessment for state and county taxes. 

{2) The issuing of bonds for the purpose of funding or 

refunding outstanding warrants or bonds is r1ot the incurring 
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of a new or additional indebtedness but is merely the 

changing of the evidence of outstanding indebtedness." 

Section 81. Section 7-7-108, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-7-108. Authorization for additional indebtedness 

for water or sewer systems. (1) For the purpose of 

construcLing a sewer system or procuring a water supply or 

constructing or acquiring a water system for a city-county 

consolidated government which shall own and control such 

water supply and water system and devote the revenues 

therefrom to the payment of the debt, a city-county 

consolidated government may incur an additional indebtedness 

by borrowing money or issuing bonds. 

(2) The additional indebtedness which may be incurred 

by borrowing money or issuing bonds for the construction of 

a sewer system or for the procurement of a water supply or 

for both such purposes may not in the aggregate exceed 10% 

over and above the 39% 44% referred to in 7-7-107 of the 

taxable value of the property therein subject to taxation as 

ascertained by the last assessment for state and county 

taxes.'' 

Section 82. Section 7-7-2101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-7-2101. Limitation on amount of county 

indebtedness. ( 1) No county may become indebted in any 

manner or for any purpose to dn amount, including existing 

1ndebtedness, in the aggregale exceeding ~3% 26\ of the 
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total of the taxable value of the property therein subject 

to taxation, plus the amount of interim production and new 

production taxes levied divided by the apprcprldte tax rates 

described in l5-23-607(2)(a) or (2)(b) and multiplied by 

60%, plus the amount of value represented by new production 

exempted from tax as provided in 15-23-612, as ascertained 

by the last assessment for state and county taxes previous 

to the incurring of such indebtedness. 

(2) No county may incur indebtedness or liability for 

any single purpose to an amount exceeding $500,000 without 

the approval of a majority of the electors thereof voting at 

an election to be provided by law, 

7-21-3413 and 7-21-3414. 

except as provided in 

(3) Noth1ng in this section shall apply to the 

acquisition of conservation easements as set forth in Title 

76, chapter 6.'' 

Section 83. Section 7-7-2203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"'7-7-2203. Limitation on amount of bonded 

indebtedness. (l) Except as provided in subsections (2) 

through ( 4), no county mdy issue general obligatiOn bonds 

for any purpose which, with all outstanding bonds and 

warrants except county high school bonds and emergency 

bonds, will exceed iioZS' 12.5~ of the total uf the taxable 

value of the property therein, plus the amount of interim 

production and new production taxes levied div1ded by the 
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appropriate tax rates described in 15-23-607(2)(a) or (2)(b) 

and multiplied by 60~, plus the amount of value represented 

by new production exempted from tax as provided ln 

15-23-612. to be ascertained by the last assessment for 

state and county taxes prior to 

bonds. 

the pcoposed issuance of 

(2) In addition to the bonds allowed by subsection 

(l), a county may issue bonds which, with all outstanding 

bonds and warrants, will not exceed i1.~5% I!! of the total 

of the taxable value of the property in the county subject 

to taxation, plus the amount of interim production and new 

production taxes levied divided by the appropriate tax rates 

described in 15-23-607(2)(a) or (2)(b) and multiplied by 

60%, plus the amount of value represented by new production 

exempted from tax as provided in 15-23-612, when necessary 

to do so, for the purpose of acquiring land for a site for 

county high school buildings and for erecting or acquiring 

buildings thereon and furnishing and equipping the same for 

county high school purposes. 

(3) In addition to the bonds allowed by subsections 

(1) and (2), a county may issue bonds for the construction 

or improvement of a jail which will not exceed T~o5% !!! of 

the taxable value of the property in the county subject to 

taxation. 

(4) The limitation in subsection (1) shall not apply 

-65-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/01 

to refunding bonds issued for the purpose uf paying or 

retiring county bonds lawfully issued prior to Jdnuary 1, 

1932." 

Section 84. Section 7-7-4201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-7-4201. Limitation on amount 

indebtedness. (l) Except as otherwise provided, 

of 

no 

bonded 

city or 

town may 1ssue bonds or incu( other indebtedness for any 

purpose in an amount which with all outstanding and unpaid 

indebtedness will exceed %8% ~ of the taxable value of the 

property therein subject to taxation, to be ascertained by 

the last assessment for state and county taxes. 

( 2) The issuing of bonds for the purpose of funding or 

refunding outstanding wgrrants or bonds is not the incurring 

of a new or additional indebtedness but is merely the 

changing of the evidence of outstanding indebtedness." 

Section 85. Section 7-7-4202, MCA, i~ amended to read: 

•7-7-4202. Special provisions relating to water and 

sewer systems. (l) Notwithstanding the provis1ons of 

7-7-4201, for the purpose of constructing a sewer system, 

p(ocur1ng a wate( supply, or const(uctic,g or acquiring a 

water system for a city or town which owns dnd controls the 

water supply and water system and devotes the revenues 

therefrom to the payment of the debt, a city or town may 

incur an additional indebtedness by borrowing money or 

issuing bonds. 
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(2) The additional total indebtedness that may be 

incurred by borruw1ng money or issuing bonds for the 

construction of d sewer system, for the procurement of a 

water supply, or for both such purposes, including all 

indebtedness theretofore contracted which is unpaid or 

outstanding, mdy not in the aggregate exceed 551 over and 

above the ret ~. referred to in 7-7-4201, of the taxable 

value of tt1e property therein subject to taxation as 

ascertQined by the last assessment for state and county 

taxes." 

Section 86. section 7-13-4103, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-13-4103. Limitation on indebtedness for acquisition 

of natural gas system. The total amount of indebtedness 

authorized to be conlract~d 1n any form, including the 

then-existing indebtedness 6 m~st not at any time exceed ~~% 

19% of the total taxable value ot the property of the city 

or town subject to taxation as ascertained by the last 

assessment for state and county taxes.'' 

Section 87. Section 7-14-236, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-236. Limitation on bonded indebtedness. The 

amount of bonds issued to provide funds for the district and 

outstanding at any time shall not exceed %8% ~ of the 

taxable value of taxable property therein as ascertained by 

the last assessmer1t for state and county taxes previous to 
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the issuance of such bonds.'' 

Section 88. section 7-14-2524, MCA, is arne nded to 

read: 

"J-14-2524. Limitation on amount of bonds issued -­

excess void. (1) Except as otherwise provided hereafter and 

in 7-7-2203 dnd 7-7-2204, no county shall issue bonds which, 

with Qll outstanding bonds and warrants except county high 

school bonds and emergency bonds, will exceed ±±7Z5% 12.5% 

of tt1e total of the taxable value of the property therein, 

plus the amount of interim production and new production 

taxes levied divided by the appropr1ate tax rates described 

in l~-23-607(2)(a) or (2){b) and multiplied by 60%, plus the 

amount of value represented by new prod;JCtion Pxempted from 

tax as provided in lS-23-612. The taxable prop~rty and the 

amount of interim production and new productJon taxes levied 

shall be ascertained by the last assessment for state and 

county taxes prior to the issuance of such bonds. 

( 2) A county may issue bonds which 1 with all 

outstanding bonds and warrants except cour.ty high school 

bonds, will exceed -i:-l:-.-:25% 12.5% but will not exceed ~Z-.51!-

25.5% of the total of the taxable value of such property, 

plus the amount of interim production and 11ew production 

taxes levied divided by the appropridte tax rate5 described 

in 15-23-607(2)(a) or (2)(b) and multiphed by 60%, plus the 

amount of value represented by new pr~duction exempted from 
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tax as prov1ded in 15-23-612, when necessary for the purpose 

of replacing, rPbuildiny, or repa1ring county buildings, 

bridges, or highway~ which have b~en destroyed or damaged by 

an act of God, disaster, catastrophe, or dccident. 

{3) The value of the bonds issued and all other 

outstanding indebtedness of the county, except county high 

school bonds, shall not exceed r%o5% 25.5% of the total of 

the taxable value of the property within the county, plus 

the amount of interim production and new production taxes 

levied divided by the appropriate tax rates de~cribed in 

15-23-607(2)(a) or (2)(b) and multiplied by 60%, plus the 

amount of value represented by new production exempted from 

tax as provided in 15-23-612, as ascertained by the last 

preceding general assessment.'' 

Section 89. Section 7-14-2525, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•7-14-2525. Refunding agreements and refunding bonds 

authorized. {1) Whenever the total indebtedness of a county 

exceeds ~ioS% 25.5% of the total of the taxable value of the 

property therein, plus the amount of interim production and 

new production taxes levied divided by the appropriate tax 

rates described in l5-23-607(2)(a) or (2)(b) and multiplied 

by 60%, plus the amount of value represented by new 

production exempted from tax as provided in 15-23-612, and 

the board determines that the county is unable to pay such 
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indebtedness in full, the board may: 

(a} negotiate with the bundholdets f(lt· .Jrl dgreemenc 

whereby the bondholders agree to .Jcce~t tt•:>; thdll the full 

amount of the bonds and the accrued Llnpdid ir1tcrest thereon 

in satisfaction thereof; 

(b) enter into such agreement; 

(c) 1ssue refunding bonds for the amount agreed upon. 

(2) These bonds may be issued in more tl1an one series, 

and each series may be either amortization or serial bonds. 

{3) The plan agreed upon between the board and the 

bondholders shall be embodied in full in the n2-solution 

providing for the issue of the bonds." 

Section 90. Section 7-14-4402, MCA, .:.s umL'nded to 

read: 

•7-14-4402. Limit on indebtedness to provide bus 

service. The total amount of indebtedness atlthorized under 

7-14-4401(1) to be contracted in any form, including the 

then-existing indebtedness, may not at any time exceed ~8~ 

32~ of the total taxable value of ~he ~roperty of the city 

or town subject to taxat1on as ascertained by the last 

assessment for state and count.y taxes. No money may be 

borrowed or bonds issued for the purposes specified in 

7-14-4401(1) until the proposition h~s been submitted to the 

vote of the taxpayers of the city or town and the majority 

vote cast in its favor.•• 
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Section 91. Section 7-16-2327, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•7-16-2327. Indebtedness for park purposes. ( 1) 

Subject to the previsions of subsection (2), a county park 

board, in addition to powers and duties now given under law, 

shall have the power and duty LV con:ract an indebtedne~s in 

behalf of a county, upon the credit thereof, for the 

purposes of 7-:6-2321(1) and (2). 

(2) ta) The total amount of indebtedness authorized to 

be contracted 

indebtedr.ess, 

1n any form, 

must not at. 

including the then-existing 

any time exceed i3% 15% of the 

total of the taxable value of the taxable property i11 the 

county, plus the amount of interim production and new 

production taxes levied divided by the appropriate tax rates 

described ~n l5-23-607{2)(a) or {2){b) and multiplied by 

60l, plus the amount of value represented by new production 

ex~mpted from tax as provid~d 1n 15-23-612, ascerlai11eJ by 

the last assessment for state and county taxes prev~ous to 

the incurring of such indebtedness. 

(b) No money may be borrowed on bonds issued for the 

purchase of lands and improving same for any such purpos~ 

until the proposition has been submitted to the vote of 

those qualified under the provisions of the state 

constitution to vat~ at such election in the county affected 

thereby and a majority vote is ~~st in favor thereof." 
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Section 92. Section 7-16-4104, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-16-4104. Authorization for municipal indebtedness 

for various cultural, social, and recreational purposes. (1) 

A city or town council or commission may contract an 

indebtedness on behalf of the city or town, upon the credit 

thereof, by borrowing money or issuing bonds: 

(a) for the purpose of purchasing and improving lands 

for public parks and grounds; 

{b) for procur1ng 

otherwise swimming pools, 

by purch~se, construction, or 

athletic fields, skating rinks, 

playgrounds, museums, a golf course, a site and buildi11g for 

a c1v1c center, a youth center, or combination thereof: and 

(c) for furnishing and equipping the same. 

(2) The total amount of indebtednes~ authorized to be 

contracted ln any form, including tt1e 

indebtedness, may not at any time exceed ±6~5% 

then-existing 

19% of the 

taxable value of the taxable property of the city or town as 

ascertained by the last assessment fur state and county 

taxes previous to the incurring of such indebtedness. No 

money may be borrowed on bonds is~ued for the purchase of 

lands and improving the same for any ~uch purpose until the 

proposition has been submitted to the vote of the qualified 

electors of the city or town and a maJorlty vote is cast in 

favor thereof." 
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Section 93. Section 7-31-106, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-31-106~ Autho~izotion for county to issue bonds -­

election required. (1) If the petition is presented to the 

board of county commissioners, it shall be the duty of the 

board, for the purpose of raising money to meet the payments 

under the terms and conditions of said contract and other 

necessary and proper expenses in and about the same and for 

the approval or disapproval thereof: 

(a) to ascertain, within 30 days after submission of 

the petition, the existing indebtedness vf the county in the 

aggregate; and 

(b) to submit, within 60 days after ascertaining the 

same, to the electors of such county the proposition to 

approve or disapprove the contract and the issuance of bonds 

necessary to carry out the same. 

(2) The amount of the bonds authorized by this section 

may not exceed r~o5% ~5% of the tax~ble value of the taxable 

property therein, inclusive of the existing indebtedness 

thereof, to be ascertained by the last assessment for state 

and county taxes previous to the issuance of said bonds and 

incurring of said indebtedness.'' 

Section 94. Section 7-31-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-31-101. Authorization for municipality to issue 

bonds -- election required. (l) If said petition is 

presented to the council of any incorporated city or town, 
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the council, for the purpose of raising rnvney tu meet the 

payments under the terms and conditions of SdiJ c·Jntract and 

other necessary and proper expenses in drl0 d~0ut the same 

and for the approval or disapproval therevf: 

(a) shall ascertain, Wlthin JO days after submission 

of rhe petitLan, the aggregate indebtedness of such city or 

town; and 

(b) shall submit, within 60 days after ascertaining 

the same, to the electors of such city or town the 

proposition to approve or disapprove said contrdct and the 

issuance of bonds necessdry ro carry ouL the same. 

(2) The amount of the bor'.ds authorized by this :::.ect.1.on 

may not e~ce~d t6~5~ 19% of the taxdble value of the tdxable 

property therein, inclusive of the existing 1ndebtedness 

thereof, to be ascertained in the manner provided in this 

part." 

Section 95. Section 7-34-2131, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-34-2131. Hospital district bonds authorized. (l) A 

hospital district may borrow mo~~y by the 1s~uance of its 

bonds to provide funds for payment of part or all of the 

cost of acquisition, furnishiny, equipment, improvement, 

extension, and betterment of hospital facilities and to 

provide dn adequate working capital for a new hospital. 

(2) The amount of bonds issued for such purpo~e and 
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outstanding at any time may not exceed ~%-;-5% 25.5% of the 

taxable value of the property therein as ascertained by the 

last assessment for state and county taxes previous to the 

issuance of such bonds. 

(3) Such bonds shall be authorized, sold, and issued 

and provisions made for their payment in the manner and 

subject to the conditions and limitations prescribed for 

bonds of school districts by Title 20, chapter 9, part 4. 

{4) Nothing herein shall be constru~d to preclude the 

provisions of Title 50, chapter 6, part l, allowing the 

state to apply for and accept federal funds.'' 

Section 96. Section 20-9-406, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-9-406. Limitations on amount of bond issue. (l) 

The maximum amount for which each school district may become 

indebted by the issuance of bonds, including all 

indebtedness represented by outstanding bonds of previous 

issues and registered warrants, is 45% 51% of the taxable 

value of the property subject to taxation as ascertained by 

the last completed assessm~nt Ear state, cuunty, and school 

taxe~ previous to the incurring of such indebtedness. The 

4511 ~ maximum, however, may not pertain to indebtednes·s 

imposed by special improvement district obl ig~ations or 

d.Ssessments against the school district. All bonds issued in 

excess of such amount shall be null and void, except as 

provided in this section. 
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total indebtedness of a school district 

51% limitation prescribed in this 

district may pay all r~asonable and 

necessary expenses of the school district on a cash basis in 

accordance with the financial administration provisions of 

this chapter. 

(3) Whenever bonds are issued 

refunding bonds, any moneys to the 

for the 

credit of 

purpose of 

the debt 

serv1ce fund for the payment of the bonds to be refunded are 

applied towards the payment of such bonds and the refunding 

bond issue is decreased accordingly.'' 

SectK>n 97. Section 20-9-407, MCA, is amended tu read: 

"20-9-407. Industrial facility agreement for bond 

issue in excess of maximum. (1) In a school district within 

which a new major industrial facility which seeks to qualify 

for taxation as class five property under 15-6-135 is being 

constructed or is about to be constructed, the school 

district may require, as a precondition of the new major 

industrial facility qualify1ng as class five property, t~at 

the owners of the proposed industrial facility enter into an 

agreement with the school district concPrning the issuin~ of 

bonds in exces:s of the 4511 51'% limitation prescribed in 

20-9-406. Under such an agreement, the school district may, 

with the approval of the voters, issue bonds which exceed 

the l-imitation pre-scribed in this section by d. ma-ximum of 
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t5t 51% of the estimated taxable value of the property of 

the new maJor industrial facility subject to taxation when 

completed. The estimated taxable value of the property of 

the new major industrial facility subject to taxation shall 

be computed by the department of revenue when requested to 

do so by a resolution of the board of trustees of the school 

district. A copy of the department's statement of estimated 

taxable value shall be printed on each ballot used to vote 

on a bond issue proposed under this section. 

(2) Pursuant to the agreement bet.ween the new major 

industrial facility and the school district and as a 

precondition to qualifying as class five property, the new 

major industrial facility and its owners shall pay, in 

addition to the taxes imposed ·by the school district on 

property owners generally, so much of the principal and 

interest on the bonds provided for under this section as 

represents payment on an indebtedness in excess of the 

limitation prescribed in 20-9-406. After the completion of 

the new major industrial facility and when the indebtedness 

of the school district no longer exceeds the limitation 

prescribed 

facility 

in this section, the 

shall be entitled, 

new major 

after all 

industrial 

the current 

indebtedness of the school district has been paid, to a tax 

credit over a period of no more than 20 years. The credit 

shall as a total amount be equal to the amount which the 

-77-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/01 

facility paid the principal and interest of the school 

district 1 S bonds in excess of its generdl 

taxpayer within the district. 

liabilit-y as a 

(l) A major industrial facil1ty is a facility subject 

to the taxing power of the ~chool district, whose 

construction or operation will increase the population of 

the district, imposing d significant burden upon the 

resources of the district and requiring construction of new 

school facilities. A significant burden 1s an increase in 

ANB of at least 20\ in a single year." 

Section 98. Section 15-1-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•15-1-101. Definitions. ( 1) Except as otherwise 

specifically provided~ when terms mentioned in this section 

are used in connection with taxation, they are defined in 

the following manner: 

(a) The term "agricultural!' refers to the raising of 

livestock, poultry, bees, 

animals and wildlife in 

and other 

domestication 

species of domestic 

O< a captive 

environment, and the raising of field crops, fruit, and 

other animal and vegetable matter for food or f1ber. 

(b) The term ·~assessed value'' means the value of 

property as defined in 15-8-111. 

(c) The term ''average wholesale value'' means the value 

to a dealer prior to reconditioning and profit margin shown 

in national appraisal guides and manuals or the valuation 
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schedules of the department of revenue. 

(d) (i) The term "corrunercial", when used to describe 

property, means any property used or owned by a business, a 

trade, or a nonprofit corporation as defined in 35-2-102 or 

used for the production of income, except that property 

described in subsection (ii). 

( i i) The 

commercial: 

following types of property 

(A) agricultural lands and timberlands; 

tBt--t~mberlands; 

tet~ single-family residences and 

are not 

ancillary 

improvements and improvements necessary to the function of a 

bona fide farm, ranch, or stock operation; 

tBtifl mobile homes used exclusively as a residence 

except when held by a distributor or dealer of trailers or 

mobile homes as his stock in trade; and 

tBtlQl all property descr>bed in 15-6-135~~' 

tPt--oll-prop~rty-deser>bed->n-±5-6-1367-ond 

tBt--oll-prop~rty-deser>bed-rn-±5-6-±46~ 

(e) The term "comparable property" means property that 

has similar use, function, and utility; that is influenced 

by the same set of econom1c trends and physical, 

governmental, and social factors; and that has the potential 

of a similar highest and best use. 

(f) The term "credit'' means solvent debts, secured or 
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unsecured, owing to a person. 

(g) The term "improvements" includes all buildings, 

structures, fences, and improvements sicuated upon, erected 

upon, or affixed to land. When the department of revenue or 

its agent determines that the permanency of location of a 

mobile home or housetrailer has been established, the mobile 

home or housetrailer is presumed to be an improvement to 

real property. A mobile home or housetrailer may be 

determined to be permanently located only when it is 

attached to a foundation which cannot feasibly be relocated 

and only when the wheels are removed. 

(h) The term "leasehold improvt:!ments" means 

improvements to mobile homes and mobile homes located on 

land owned by another person. This property is assessed 

under the appropriate classification and the taxes are due 

and payable in two payments as provided 111 15-24-202. 

Delinquent taxes on such leasehold improvements are a lien 

only on such leasehold improvements. 

(i) The term ''livestock'' means cattle, 

goats, horses, mules, and asses. 

sheep, swine, 

(j) The term ''mobile home'' means forms of housing 

known as "trailers'', ''housetrailers'', or ''trailer coaches'' 

exceeding 8 feet in width or 45 feet 1n length, designed to 

be moved from one place to another by an independent power 

connected to them, or any ''trailer'', ''housetrailer'', or 
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Rtrailer coach'' up to 8 feet in width or 45 feet in length 

used as a principal residence. 

(k) The term ''personal property~ includes everything 

that is the subject of ownership but that is not included 

~ithin the meaning of the terms ''real estate,. and 

11 improvements". 

(l) The term "poultry" includes all chick.ens, turkeys, 

geese, ducks, and other birds raised in domestication to 

produce food or feathers. 

(m) The term "property 11 includes moneys, credits, 

bonds, stocks, franchises, and all other matters and things, 

real, personal, and mixed, capable of private ownership. 

This definition must not be construed to authorize the 

taxation of the stocks of any company or corporation when 

the property of such company or corporation represented by 

the stocks is within the state and has been taxed. 

(n) The term ''real estate'' includes: 

(i} the possession of, claim 

right to the possession of land: 

to, ownership of, or 

(ii) all mines, minerals, and quarries in and under the 

land subject to the provisions of 15-23-501 and Title 15, 

chapter 23, part 8; all timber belonging to individuals or 

corporations growing or being on the lands of the United 

States; and all rights and privileges appertaining thereto. 

(o) 10 Research and development firm" means an entity 
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incorporated under the laws of this state or a foreign 

corporation authorized to do business in this state whose 

principal purpose is to engage in thccHI::"tic'"ll analysis, 

exploration, and experimentation dnd the extension of 

and investigative findings and theories of a scientific 

technical nature into prdctical application for experimental 

and demonstration purposes, including the experimental 

production and testing of models, devices, 

materials, and processes. 

equ1.pment, 

(p) The term ''taxable value'' means the percentage of 

market or assessed value as provided for in 15-6-131 through 

±5-6-149 15-6-135, 15-6-141, 15-6-145, and l~-6-147. 

(q) The term ''weighted rnedn assessment ratio" means 

the total of the assessed values divided by the total of the 

selling prices of all area sales in the stratum. 

( 2) The phrase "municipal corporation" or 

''municipality'' or ''taxing unit" shall be deemed to include a 

county, city, incorporated town, township, school district, 

irrigation district, drainage district, or any person, 

persons, or organized body authorized by law to establish 

tax levies for the purpose of raising public revenue. 

{3) The term ''state board'' or "board" when used 

without other qualification shall mean the state tax appeal 

board.'' 

Section 99. Section 15-6-133, MCA, is dmended to read: 
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"15-6-133. Class three property description 

taxable percenta9e. (l) Class three property includesl 

~ agricultural land as defined in l5-7-202o; and 

(b) timberland. For the purpose of this section, 

'';imberland" means contiguous land that exceeds 15 acres in 

one ownership and that is capable of producing timber that 

can be harvested in commercial quantity. 

(2) Class three property is taxed at ehe-taxabie 

pe~eentage-ra~e-upu 30% of its productive capacity. 

t3t--Hnt~l-dtt%y-%,-±986 1 -th~--taxabie--pereenta9e--rate 

upa-for-eia~~-three-property-t~-39%o 

t4t--Pr~or--to--att±y-l 7 -±986,-the-department-ef-re~entle 

~haii-determ±ne-the-taxabie-pereenta9e-rate--upu--appi~~ab!~ 

to--eiass-ehree-property-£or-ehe-re¥ai~et~on-eycie-beqinn±ng 

denaary-i,-1986,-as-foliows~ 

tat--~he-d±reetor-of-the-depertme~t--o£--re~enne--shall 

eertify--to-the-~o¥ernor-be£ore-dtlly-I,-l986 7 -the-percentag~ 

by-wh~e~-the-appra±sed-vaitle-of-aii-property--in--the--state 

ciassified--nnder--ciass--three--a~--of-dan~ary-i,-i986,-has 

in~reased-dtte-to-the-revaltlat~on-eond~eted--~nder--iS-1-liio 

~h~s---fig~re---is---the---Ueert±f~ed--~tatewide--pereentage 

in~reaseu~ 

tbt--~he-taxabie-vaitle-of-property-in--eiass--three--is 

determ±ned---as---a--£unetion--of--the--eertified--statewide 

pereentaqe-tnerease--in--aeeordan~e--with--the--tabie--shown 
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beiowo 

t~t--~his---table--limits--the--statewide--tnerease--in 

taxable-vaitlat±on--restli~ing--£rom--reappra~sal--to--9%o--fn 

eo%ettla~~n9--~h~-pereentoge-incree~~~-t~~-department-m8y-not 

eon~ider-agr~etl±ttlrai-ase-ehonge~-d~ring-eaien~er-yeer-t985o 

tdt--The--taxabie--percentage--mtl~t--be--eaiea~ated--by 

±nterpotation--to--eoine±ee--w±th--the--nearest-whoie-ftttmher 

eert±£ied-~tetew~de-per~ento9e-inerea~e-from--the--£oiiew±ng 

tab±e~ 

€ert±£ied-Statew~Oe 

Pereentage-fnerea~e 

-8 

±8 

i6 

38 

46 

58 

eta~~-~hree-Taxab±e 

Pereentage-upu 

38~66 

<'l~n 

<s~e8 

i!3~ee 

i!h43 

i!o~oe 

t5t--A£ter--a~ty--t,-i986 7 -no-e0jtl~tment-moy-be-made-by 

the-department-to-the-taxab±e-pereentage-rate--upu--ant±%--a 

revsitlation-hos-been-made-e~-pr~v±ded-±n-iS-~-lii~·· 

Section 100. section 15-6-134, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"15-6-134. Class four property -- description 

taxable percentage. (l) Class four property includes: 

(a) all land except that specifically included in 
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those specifically 

{c) the first $80,000 or less of the market value of 

any improvement on real property and appurtenant land not 

exceeding 5 acres owned or under contract for deed and 

actually occupied for at least 10 months a year as the 

primary residential dwelling of any person whose total 

income from all sources including otherwise tax-exempt 

income of all types is not more than $10,000 for a single 

person or $12,000 for a married couple, as adjusted 

according to subsection (2)(b)(ii); 

(d) all golf courses, including land and improvements 

actually and necessarily used for that purpose, that consist 

of at least 9 holes and not less than 3,000 lineal yards~ 

(2} Class four property is taxed as follows: 

(a) Except as provided in 15-24-1402 or 15-24-1501, 

property described in subsections {l)(a) and {l){b) is taxed 

at 3~86t 3.5\ of its market value. 

(b) (i) Property described in subsection (l)(c) is 

taxed at 3o86% ~ of its market value multiplied by a 

percentage figure based on income and determined from the 

following table: 

Income 

Single Person 

Income 

Married Couple 

-85-

Percentage 

Multiplier 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

s 0 - s 1,000 

1,001 

2,001 -

3,001 -

4,001 -

5,001 -

6,001 -

7,001 

8,001 

2,000 

3,000 

4,000 

5,000 

6,000 

7,000 

8,000 

9,000 

$ 0 - $ 1,200 

1,201 - 2,400 

2,401 -

3,601 -

4,801 -

3,600 

4,800 

6,000 

6,001- 7,200 

),201 - 8,400 

8,401 - 9,600 

9,601 - 10,800 

LC 0001/01 

0% 

ll)~ 

20\ 

30\ 

40% 

50\ 

60\ 

70% 

80\ 

9,001 - 10,000 10,801 - 12,000 90% 

{ii) The lncome levels contained in the table in 

subsection {2){b}{i) must be adjusted for inflati011 annually 

by the department of revenue. The adjustment to the income 

levels is determined by: 

{A) multiplying the appropriate dollar amount from the 

table in subsection (2)(b)[i) by the ratio of the PCE for 

the second quarter of the year prior to the year of 

application to the PCE for the second quarter of 1986; and 

(B) rounding the product thus obtained to the nea~est 

whole dollar amount. 

{iii) "PCE" means the implicit price deflator for 

personal consumption expenditures as published quarterly in 

the Survey of Current Business by the bureau of economic 

analysis of the U.S. department of co~ne[ce. 

{c) Property described in subsection (l){d) is taxed 
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at efte-ft8if two-thirds the taxable percentage rate 

established in subsection (2)(a). 

(3) After July 1, 1986, no adjustment may be made by 

the department to the taxable percentage rate for class four 

property untii a revaluation has been made as provided in 

15-7-111. 

( 4) 

defined 

Within the 

in 15-1-101, 

meaning of 

property 

comparable property as 

assessed as commercial 

property 1s comparable only to other property assessed as 

commercial property, and property assessed as other than 

commercial property is comparable only to other property 

assessed as other than commercial property." 

Section 101. Sect10n 15-6-135, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"15-6-135. Class five property -- description 

taxable percentage. (l) Class five property includes: 

{a) all property used and owned by cooperative rur~l 

electrical and cooperative rural telephone associations 

organized under the laws of Montana7-@xeep~--property--owned 

by--eee~@~et±ve-o~gan±~at±oft~-de~er±bed-±n-~~bseet±on-t±ttbt 

of-iS-6-%3~; 

(b) air and water pollution control equipment as 

defined in this section; 

(c) new 

sect ion; 

industrial property as defined in this 
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tdt--any-per~eftai-o~-~ea~-p~oper~y--~~ed--p~±~ar±iy--~ft 

the--prod~ction--o£--ga8ehol-dH~ift9-eonetr~et±oft-aftd-£or-ehe 

£±rst-3-years-o£-±ts-operat±oft~ 

tet--all--iand--and--impro~emeftts--end---a±%---per~ofta~ 

property--owned-by-a-researen-end-deve±opment-f±rm7-prev±ded 

that-~he--property--±~--aet±vely--devoted--to--researe~--aftd 

deve%opment; 

tft--machinery---and--eqtt±pmeftt--tlsed--in--eleetro%yt±c 

redtlet±on-facilitie~. 

(d) electric transformers and meters; electric light 

and power substation machinery; natural ___ 9_9s measuring and 

~ulating station equipment, meters, and co~-~~_:§:SOr __ station 

machinery, owned by noncentrally assessed pu~lic utilities; 

and tools used in the repair and maintenance of this 

property; 

(e) a trailer or mobile home used as a residence 

except when: 

{i) held by a distributor or dealer uf trailers or 

mobile homes as his stock in trade;_~ 

(ii} specifically included in anolher class; 

{f} the first $80,000 or less of the market value of a 

trailer or_mobile home used as a residence and actually 

occupied for at least 10 months a year as the primary 

residential dwelling of any person whose total 1ncome from 

all sources, including otherwise tax-ex~mpt income of all 
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types, is not more than $10,000 for a single Eerson or 

$12,000 for a married couple, as adjusted according to 

15-6-134(2)(b)(ii); 

(g) all other personal property not included ~~~ 

other class in this part except personal property that is: 

(i) subject to a fee in lieu of a prop~rty tax; o~ 

(ii) exempt from taxation under Title 15, chapter 6, 

part 2; and 

(h) all other property used for noncommercial purposes 

that is not real property or an improvement to real property 

and that is not included in another class or ex~mpt from 

taxation under Title 15, chapter 6, part 2. 

(2) (a) 11 Air and water pollution equipment" means 

facilities, machinery, or equipment used to reduce or 

control water or atmospheric pollution or contamination by 

removing, reducing, altering, disposing of, or storing 

pollutants, contaminants, wastes, or heat. The department of 

health and environmental sciences shall determine if such 

utilization is being made. 

(b) The department of health and environmental 

sciences' determination as to air and water pollution 

equipment may be appealed to the board of health and 

environmental sciences and may not be appealed to either a 

county tax appeal board or the state tax appeal board. 

However, the appraised value of the equipment as determined 
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by the department of revenue may be appealed to the county 

tax appeal board and the state tax appeal board. 

(3) "New indu~trial property'' means dny Elew industrial 

plant, including land, buildings, machinery, and fixtures, 

used by new industries during the first 3 years of their 

operation. The property may not have been assessed within 

the state of Montand prior to July 1, 1961. 

{4) (a) ''New industry'' means any person, corporation, 

firm, partnership, association, or other group that 

establishes a new plant in Montana for the operation of a 

new industrial endeavor, 

expansion, 

industry. 

reorganization, 

"~ distinguished 

or merger of 

from a mere 

an existing 

(b) New industry includes only those industries that: 

(i) manufacture, mill, mine, produce, process, or 

fabricate materials; 

(ti) do similar work, employing capital and labor, in 

which materials unserviceable in their natural state are 

for use or are extracted, processed, or made fit 

substantially altered or trealed so as 

products or materials; or 

to create commercial 

(iii) engage in the mechanical or chemical 

transformation of materials or substances into new products 

in the manner defined as manufacturing in the 1972 Standard 

Industrial Classification Manual prepared by the United 
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States office of management and budget. 

(5) New industrial property does not include: 

{a} property used by retail or wholesale merchants, 

commercial services of any type, agriculture, trades, or 

professions; 

(b) a plant that will create adverse impact on 

e~isting state, county, or municipal services; or 

{c) property used or employed in any industrial plant 

that has been in operation in this state for 3 year~ or 

longer. 

(6) Class five property is taxed at-~%-of-±t~-market 

vai~eo as follows: 
-~~----

(a} Property des~ribed in subsections (l)(a) through 

(~ 1~1\~ and {1){h) is taxed at 3.5% of its market 

value. 

_!__!?l_ ~roperty described in subsection (l}(f) is taxed 

at 3.5% of its market value multiplied by a percentu~ 

figure based on income and determined from the table in 

15-6-l34{2)(b){i) ." 

Section 102. section 15-6-207, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•15-6-207. Agricultural exemptions. (l) The following 

agricultural products are exempt from taxation: 

(a) all unprocessed, perishable fruits and vegetables 

in farm storage and owned by the producer; 

-91-

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

lo 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/01 

(b) all producer~held grain in storagei 

(c) all nonperishable, unprocessed agricultural 

products, except livestock, held in possession of the 

original producer for less than 7 months following harvest; 

{d) except as provided in subsection (l)(e}, livestocK 

which have not attained the age of 24 months as of the last 

day of any month if d.~Sessed on the average inventory basis 

or on March 1 if assessed as provided in l5-24-9ll(l)(a); 

(e) swine which have not attained the age of 6 months 

as of January l; 

(f) poultry and the unprocessed products of poultry; 

and 

(g) bees and the unprocessed product of bees~l 

(h) the unprocessed producLs of livestock and other 

domestic animals and wildlife raised in domestication or a 

captive environment; and 

{i) cats, dogs, and other household pets not raised 

for profit. 

(2) Any beet digger, beet topper, beet defoliator, 

beet thinner, beet cultivator, b~et planter, or beet top 

saver designed exclusively to plant, cultivale, and harvest 

sugar beets is exempt from taxat1on if such implement has 

not been used to plant, cultivale, ur harvest sugar beets 

for the 2 yedrs immediately precediny the current assessment 

date and there are no available sugdr beet contracts in the 
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sugar beet grower's marketing area." 

Section 103. Section 15-8-ll1, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•15-8-111. Assessment market value standard 

exceptions. (1) All taxable property must be assessed at 

100% of its market value except as otherwise provided. 

(2) (a) Market value is the value at which property 

would change hands between a willing buyer and a willing 

seller, neither being under any compulsion to buy or to sell 

and both having reasonable knowledge of relevant facts. 

(b) If the department uses construction cost as one 

approximation of market value, the department shall fully 

consider reduction in value caused by depreciation, whether 

through physical depreciation, functional obsolescence, or 

economic obsolescence. 

(c) Except as provided in subsection (3), the market 

value of all motor trucks; agricultural tools, implements, 

and machinery; and vehicles of all kinds, including but not 

limited to boats and all watercraft, is the average 

wholesale value shown in national appraisal guides and 

manuals or the value of the vehicle before reconditioning 

and profit margin. The department of revenue shall prepare 

valuation schedules showing the average wholesale value when 

no national appraisal guide exists. 

(3) The department of revenue or its agents may not 
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adopt a lower or different standard of value from market 

value in making the official assessment and appraisal of the 

value of property, except: 

(a) the wholesale value for agricultural implements 

and machinery is the loan value as shown in the Official 

Guide, Tractor and Farm Equipment, published by the national 

farm and power equipment dealers associat~on, 

Missouri; 

St. Louis, 

(bl for agricultural implements and machinery not 

listed in the official guide, the department shall prepare a 

supplemental manual where the values reflect the same 

depreciation as those found in the official guide; and 

{c) as otherwise authorized in Title 15 and Title 61. 

(4} For purposes of taxation, assessed value is the 

same as appraised value. 

(5) The taxable value for all property is the 

percentage of market or assessed value established for each 

class of property. 

(6) The assessed value of properties in 15-6-131 

through 15-6-133 is as follows: 

(a) Properties in 15-6-131, under class one, are 

assessed at 100\ of the annual net proceeds after deducting 

the expenses specified and allowed by lS-23-503. 

{b) Properties in 15-6-132, under class two, are 

assessed at 100% of the annual gross proceeds. 
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(c) Properties in 15-6-133, under class three, are 

assessed at 100% of the productive capacity of the lands 

when valued for agricultural purposes or at 100% of the 

combined ass~ssed value of the standing timber and grazing 

productivi~y of the land when valued as timberland. All 

lands that meet the qualifications of 15-7-202 are valued as 

agricultural lands for tax purposes. 

+"t--Pr~pert~e~-±n-l5-6-i43,-~~der-e±a~~-thirt~enr--are 

a~~e~~ed--et--%99%--of--tne--eomb±~ed-appre±sed-val~e-of-tne 

stand±ng-t±mber-and-9rerin9-prodtlet±v±ty-of--the--iand--wh~n 

vaitled-a~-t±mCeriand~ 

(7) Land and the improvements thereon are separately 

assessed when any of the following conditions occur: 

(a) ownership of the improvements is different from 

ownership of the land; 

(b) the taxpayer makes a written request; or 

(c) the land is outside an incorporated city or town. 11 

Section 104. section 15-8-205, MCA, is ,~mended to 

read: 

"15-8-205. Initial assessment of e~a~~-~wer~e-proper~y 

mobile homes --when. The county assessor shall assess alJ 

ela~s----~werve---property mobile homes described in 

15-6-135(1)(_~] and (l)(f) immedidtely upon arrival in the 

county if the taxes have not been previously paid for that 

year in another county in Montana.~ 
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NEW SECTION. Section 105. oniversity system 

funding. There is allocated from the money collected from 

the sales tax and use tax to the state ~pecial revenue fund 

15% of the sales tax and use tax, as allocated in (section 

73(l){b)(ii)], for the support, maintenance, and improvement 

of the Montana university system, vocational-technical 

centers, and community college districts, subject to the 

board of regents' supervision. 

Section 106. Section 15-10-402, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"15-10-402. Property tax limited to 1986 levels. (1) 

Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3), the amount of 

taxe~ levied on property described in 15-6-133, and 

1S-6~134,--±5-6-l36,--l5-6-l39,--l5-6-l4~,--and-t5~6~t44 may 

not, for any taxing jurisdiction, exceed the amount levied 

for taxable year 1986. 

(2) The limitation contained in subsection {1) does 

not apply to levies for rural improvement districts, Title 

7, chapter 12, part 21; special improvement districts, Title 

7, chapter 12, part 41; or bonded indebtedness. 

(3) New construction or improvements to or deletions 

from property described in subsection (1) are subject to 

taxation at 1986 levels. 

(4) As used in this section, the ''amount of taxes 

leviedn and the '1amount levied~' me~n the acl~al dollar 
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amount of taxes imposed on an individual piece of property, 

notwithstanding an increase or decrease in value due to 

inflation, reappraisal, adjustments 1n the percentage 

multiplier used to convert appraised value to taxable value, 

changes in the number of mills levied, or increase or 

decrease in the value of a mill.'' 

Section 107. Sect ion 15-16-611, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

MlS-16-611. Reduction of property tax for property 

destroyed by natural disaster. (l) The department of revenue 

shall, upon showing by a taxpayer that some or all of the 

improvements on his real property or a trailer or mobile 

home as-Oe~eribed-~n-%5-6-I4~ have been destroyed to such an 

extent that such improvements have been rendered unsuitable 

for their previous use 

taxable value on the 

destruction. 

by natural 

property, 

disaster, adjust the 

accounting tor the 

(2) The county treasurer shall adjust the tax due and 

payable for the current year on the property under 15-16-102 

as provided in subsection {3) of this section. 

(3) To determine the amount of tax due for destroyed 

property, the county treasurer shall: 

(a) multiply the amount of tax levied and assessed on 

the original taxable value of the property for Lhe year by 

the ratio that the number of days in the year that the 
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property existed before destruction bears to 365; and 

(b) multiply the amount of tax levied and assessed on 

the adjusted taxable value of the property f~r the remainder 

of the year by the ratio that the number ot days remaining 

in the year after the destruction of the property bears to 

365. 

(4) This section does not apply to delinquent taxes 

owed on the destroyed property for a year prior to the year 

in which the property was destroyed. 

( S) For the purposes of this sect ion, "natural 

disaster'1 1ncludes but is not limited to fire, flood, 

earthquake, or wind." 

Section 108. section 1o-16-6l3, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"15-16-613. 

states. Subject 

Refund of certain taxes paid in ather 

to the provi~ions of 15-16-601 dnd upon 

proof that tax was paid in another state, a taxpayer is 

entitled to a refund equdl to the Qmount of tax paid in 

another state on a helicopter or property that was assessed 

in Montana under l:S-6<t36t=ttgt 15-6-l )5 on Junuary l of the 

year for which the refund is due. The refund under this 

section may not exceed the tax that was paid in Mofltana on 

the same property for the same period of ti1ne.'' 

Section 109. section 15~24-301, MCA, is amended to 

read: 
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•15-24-301. Personal property brouqht into the state 

assessment --exceptions --custom combine equipment. (1) 

Except as provided in subsections (2) through (5}, property 

in the following cases is subiect to taxation and assessment 

tor all taxes levied that year in the county in which it is 

located: 

(a] any personal property (including livestock~ 

brought, driven, or coming into this state at uny time 

during the year that 1s used in the state for hire, 

compensation, or profit: 

(b) property whose cHner or us~r is engaged in gainful 

occupation or business enterprise in the state; or 

(c) property which comes to rest and becomes a part of 

the general property of the state. 

(2) The taxes on this property are levied in the same 

manner and to the same extent, except as otherwise provided, 

as though the property had been in the county on the regular 

assessment date, provided that the property has not been 

regularly assessed for the year in some other county of the 

stale. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to levy 

a tax against a merchant or dealer within this state on 

goods, wares, or merchandise brought into the county to 

replenish the stock of the merchant or dealer. 

(4) Any motor vehicle not subject to a fee in lieu of 
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tax brought, driven, or coming into this state by any 

nonresident person temporarily employed in Montana and used 

exclusively for transportation of such person 1s subject to 

taxation and assessment for taxes as follows: 

(a) The motor vehicle is taxed by the county in which 

it is located. 

(b) One-fourth of the annual tax liability of the 

motor vehicle must be paid for each quarter or portion of a 

quarter oE the year that the motor vehicle lS located ln 

Montana. 

(c) The quarterly taxes are due the first day of the 

quarter. 

(5) Agricultural harvesting machinery e±a~~±~ied-~nder 

ela~s-eig~t 7 licensed in other states7 and operated on the 

lands of persons other than the owner of the machinery under 

contracts for hire sha1l be subject to a fee in lieu of 

taxation of $35 per machine for the calendar year ln which 

the fee is collected. The machines 5hall be subject to 

taxation ttnder--e~a~~--e±9~t only if they are sold in 

Montana.'' 

Section 110. section 15-24-1102, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"15-24-1102. Federal prope~ty held under contract of 

sale. When the property is held under a contract of sale or 

other agreement whereby upon payment the legal title is or 
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may be acquired by the person, the real property shall be 

assessed and taxed as detined in l5-&-±3t--thrott~k--l5-6-t49 

Title 15, chapter 6, part 1, and 15-8-111 without deduction 

on account of the whole or any part of the purchase price or 

other sum due on the property remaining unpaid. The lien for 

the tax may not attach to, impair, or be enforced against 

any interest of the United States in the real property.'' 

Section 111. Section 15-24-1103, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"15-24-1103. Federal property held under lease. When 

the property is held under lease, other interest, or estate 

therein less than the fee, except under contract of sale, 

the property shall be assessed and taxed as for the value, 

as defined in IS-6-%3%-tnrottgn-zs-6-t49 Title 15, chapter 6, 

part 1, of such leasehold, interest, or estate in the 

property and the lien for the tax shall attach to and be 

enforced against only the leasehold, interest, or estate 1n 

the property. When the United States authorizes the taxation 

of the property for the full assessed value of the fee 

thereof, the property shall be assessed for full assessed 

value as defined in 15-8-111." 

Section 112. Section 17-3-213, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•17-3-213. Allocation to general road fund and 

countywide school levies. (1) The forest reserve funds ~o 
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apportioned to each county ~ha%% must be apportioned by the 

county treasurer in each county b~tween-~ne-~~·e~a±-Etlnds as 

follows: 

(a) to th~ general road fund, n~ 2/3\ of the total 

amount received; 

(b) to the following countywide school levies, 33 l/3% 

of the total sum received: 

(i) the annual basic tax levy for elementary schools 

provided for in 20-9-331; 

(ii) the annual special tax for high schools p~ovided 

for in 20-9-333; and 

(iii) the high school transportation fund provided for 

1n 20-10-143; 

t~~t-the---e~em~~tary--teaeher--ret±r~me~t--and--~oe±~l 

~ee~rity-tttnd-prev±d~d-for-in-~9-9-Set; 

tvt--the-htqh--~ehoot--teae~er--r~~irement--ond--~oetal 

~eettrity-£~"d-prov±ded-for-tn-Z9-9-59±. 

(2) The apportionment of money to the funds provided 

for under subsection (l)(b) ~hai± must be made by the county 

superintendent based on the proportion that the mill levy of 

each fund bears to the total number of mills for all the 

funds. Whenever the total amount of money 3vailable for 

apportionment under this section is greater than the total 

requirements of a levy, the excess money and any interest 

income must be retained in a separate reserve fund, to be 
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reapportioned in the ensu~ng school fiscal year to the 

levies designated 1n subsection (l}(b}. 

(3) In counties wherein in which special road 

distticts have been created according to law, the board of 

county commissioners shall distribute a proportionate share 

of the 66 2/3\ of the total amount received for the general 

road fund to s~eh the special road d~s~riet--or districts 

within the county based upon the percentage that the total 

area of ~tteh the road district bears to the 

the entire county.'' 

Section 113. section 19-4-605, MCA, 

read: 

"19-4-605. Pension accumulation fund 

total area of 

1s amended to 

employer•s 

contribution. The pension accumulation fund is the fund in 

which the reserves for payment of pensions and annuities 

shell must be accumulated and from which pensions, 

annuities, and benefits in lieu thereof--shall of pensions 

and annuities must be paid to or on account of beneficiaries 

credited with prior service. Contributions to and payments 

from the pension accumulation fund ~hail must be made as 

follows: 

(1) Each employe~: shall pay into the pension 

accumulation fund an amount equal to 7.426\ of the earned 

compensation of each member employed during the whole or 

part of the preceding payroll period. 
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tit--f£-~ne-~m~loyer-is-a-di~t~%et-or-comm~nity-eollege 

district,--the--t~~stees--shail--b~d9et--and---pay--tor---the 

employer~s-eontr±bttt±on-~nder-the-pro~i~ion~-o£-ze-9-591• 

t3t11l If the employer is the superintendent of public 

instruction, a public institution of the state of Montana, a 

unit of the Montana university system, or the Montana state 

school for the deaf and blind, the legislature shall 

appropriate to the employer an adequate amount to allow the 

payment of the employer's contribution. 

t4tlll lf the employer is a 

comm1ssioners shall budget and pay 

county, 

for the 

the county 

t!mployer 1 s 

contribution in the manner provided by law for the adoption 

of a county budget and for payments unde[ the budget. 

t5tl!l All interest and other earnings realized on the 

money~ money of the retirement system ~n.a:l-l must be credited 

to the pension accumulation fund, and the amount required to 

allow regular interest on the annuity savings fund shall 

must be transferred to that fund from the pension 

accumulation fund. 

t6t~ All pensions, annuities, and benefits in lieu 

thereo£-~haii of pensions and annuities must be paid from 

the pension accumulation fund. 

t?ltill The retirement board may, in its discretion, 

transfer from the pension accumulation fund an amount 

necessary to cover expenses of administration." 
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Section 114. Section 19-ll-503, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"19-11-503. Special tax levy for fund required. ( 1) 

The purpose of this section is to provide a means by which 

each disability and pension fund may be maintained at a 

level equal to 3% 3.4% of the taxable valuation of all 

taxable property within the limits of the city or town. 

(2) Whenever the fund contains less than 3% 3.4% of 

the taxable valuation of all taxable property within the 

limits of the city or town, the governing body of the city 

or town shall, at the time of the levy of the annual tax, 

levy a special tax as provided in 19-11-504. The special tax 

shall be collected as other taxes are collected and, when so 

collected, shall be paid into the disability and pension 

fund. 

(3) If a special tax for the disability and pension 

fund is levied by a third-class city or town using the 

all-purpose mill levy, the special tax levy must be made in 

addition to the all-purpose levy.'' 

Section 115. Section 19-11-504, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•19-ll-504. Amount of special tax levy. Whenever the 

fund contains an amount which is less than 3% 3.4% of the 

taxable valuation of all taxable property in the city or 

town, the city council shall levy an annual special tax of 
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not less than 1 mill and not more than 4 mills on each 

dollar ot taxable valuation of all taxable property within 

the city or town.'' 

Section 116. section 20-3-106, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"20-3-106. Supe~vision of schools -- powers and 

duties. The superintendent of public instruction has the 

general supervision of the public schools and districts of 

the state, and he shall perform the following duties or acts 

in implementing and enforcing the provisions of this title: 

(l} resolve any controversy resulting from the 

ptorat~on of costs by a joint board of trustees under the 

provisions oE 20-3-362; 

{2) 1ssue, renew, or deny teacher certification and 

emergency authorizations of employment; 

{3) negotiate reciprocal tuition agreements with other 

states in accordance with the provisions of 20-5-314; 

(4) serve on the teachers' retirement board in 

accordance with the provisions of 2-15-1010; 

{5) approve or disapprove the orders of a high school 

boundary commission 111 acco~dance with the provisions of 

20-6-311; 

(6) approve or disapprove the opening or reopening of 

a school in accordance with tt1e provisiorts of 20-6-502, 

20-6-503, 20-6-504, or 20-6-505; 
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(7} approve or disapprove school isolation within the 

limitations prescribed by 20-9-302; 

(8) generally supervise the school budgeting 

procedures prescribed by law in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-9-102 and prescribe the school budget 

format in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-103 and 

20-9-506; 

(9) establish a system of comrounica t ion Eor 

calculating joint district revenues in accordance with the 

provis1ons of 20-9-151; 

(10) approve or disapprove the adoption of a district's 

emergency budget resolution under the conditions prescribed 

in 20-9-163 and publish rules for an application Eor 

add1t1onal state aid for an emergency budget 1n accordance 

with ttte approval and disbursement provisions of 20-9-166; 

( ll) genecally supervise the school financial 

administration provisions as prescribed by 20-9-201(2}; 

(12) prescribe and furnish the annual report forms to 

enable the districts to report to the county superintendent 

in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-213(5) and the 

annual report forms to enable the county superintendents to 

report to the superintendent of public instruction in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-3-209; 

(13) approve, disapprove, or adjust an increase of the 

average number belonging (ANB) in accordance with the 
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provisions of 20-9-313 and 20-9-314; 

(14) distribute state equalization aid in support of 

the foundation program in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-342, 20-9-346, and 20-9-347; 

(15) distribute state impact aid in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-9-104; 

(16) provide tor the uniform and equal provision of 

transportation by performing the duties prescribed by the 

provisions of 20-10-112; 

(17} approve or disapprove an adult education program 

for which a district proposes to l~vy a tax in accordance 

with the prov1~1ons of 20-7-705i 

(18) request, accept, deposit, and expenJ federal 

mo~ey~ ~ in QCcordance with the pr8visions of 20-9-603; 

(19) authorize the use of federal money~ money for the 

support of an interlocal cooperative agreement in accordance 

with the provisions of 20-9-703 and 20-9-704; 

{20) pr~scribe the form and conte11ts of and approve or 

disapprove interstate contracts 1n accordance with the 

provisions of 20-9-705; 

(21} approve or disapprove the conduct of school on a 

Saturday or on pupil-instruction-related days in accordance 

with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 20-l-304; 

(22) recommend standards of accreditation for all 

schools to the board of public education and evaluate 
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compliance with ~t1eh the standards and recommend 

accreditation stdtus of every school to the board of public 

education in accordance with the provisions of 20-7-101 and 

20-7-102; 

{23) collect and maintain a file of curriculum guides 

and assist schools with instructional programs in accordance 

with the provisions of 20-7-113 and 20-7-114; 

(24) establish and maintain a library of visual, aural, 

and other educational media in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-201; 

{25) license textbook dealers and initiate prosecution 

of textbook dealers violating the law in accordance with the 

provisions of the textbooks part of this title; 

(26) as the governing agent and executive officer of 

the state of Montana for K-12 vocational education, adopt 

the policies prescribed by and in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-301; 

(27} supervise and coordinate the conduct of special 

education in the state in accordance with the provisions of 

20-7-403; 

(28) administer the traffic education program in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-7-502; 

(29) administer the school food services program in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-10-201, 20-10-202, and 

20-10-203; 
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(30) review school building plans and specifications in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-6-622; 

(31) prescribe the method of identiflCdtion and signals 

to be used by school safety patrols in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-408; 

(32) provide schools with information and technical 

assistance for compliance with the student assessment rules 

provided for in 20-2-121 and collect and summarize the 

res~lts of ~aeh the student assessment for the board of 

public education and the legislature; and 

t33t-admiftister--tke--di~t~ibtttion--ef-~tate-retirement 

eqaarization-atd-in-aeeerdenee-with-~Q-9-53~7-~nd 

t34tllll perform any other duty presc~ibed from time to 

time by this title, any other act of the legislature, or the 

policies of the board of public education. tSab~eet±on-t33t 

e£feet±ve-daiy-i7-t988--see;-8T-eh~-63Sy-b~-t98~;t'' 

Section 117. Section 20-3-324, MCA, 1s amended to 

read: 

•20-3-324. Powers and duties. As prescribed elsewhere 

in this title, the trustees of each district shall have--the 

~ewer--and--it--~ha±t-be-thei~-d~ty-to-perfo~m-the-Eottewinq 

dtttie~-er-aet~: 

(1) employ or dismiss a teacher, principal, or other 

assistant upon the recommendation of the district 

superintendent, the county high school principal, or other 
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principal as the board may--d~em considers necessary, 

accepting or rejecting stte~ ~ recommendation as the 

trustees shall in tneir sole discretion determine, in 

accordance with the provisions of Title 20. chapter 4; 

(2) employ and dismiss administrative personnel, 

clerks, secretaries, teacher aides, custodians, maintenance 

personnel, school bus drivers, food service personnel, 

nurses, and any other personnel deemed considered necessary 

to carry out the various services of the district; 

(3) administer the attendance and tuition provisions 

and otherwise govern the pupils of the district in 

accordance with the provisions of the pupils chapter of this 

title; 

(4) call, conduct, and certify th~ elections of the 

district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

elections chapter of this title: 

(5) participate in the teachers' retirement system of 

the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of 

the teachers' retirement system chapter of Title 19; 

(6) participate in district boundary change actions 1n 

accordance with the provisions of the districts chapter of 

this title; 

(7) organize, open, close, or acquire isolation status 

for the schools of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school organization part of this title; 
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(8) adopt and administer the annual budget or an 

emergency budget of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school budget system part of this title; 

(9) conduct the fiscal business of the district in 

accordance with the provisions of the school financial 

administration part of this title; 

(10) establish the ANB, foundation program, permissive 

levy, additional levy, cash reserve, and state impact aid 

amount for the general fund of the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the general fund part of this title: 

(11) establish, maintain, budget, and finance the 

transportation program of the district in accordance with 

the provisions of the transportation parts of this title; 

( 12) issue, refund, sell, budget, and redeem the bonds 

of the district in accordance with the provisions of the 

bonds parts of this title; 

(13) when applicable, establish, financially 

administer, and budget for the ttt±t±on--£tt~d,--ret±remeftt 

£t1n<h building reset·ve fund, adult education fund, 

nonoperating fund, school food services fund, miscellaneous 

federal programs fund, building fund, lease or rental 

agreement fund, traffic education fund, and interlocal 

cooperative agreement fund in accordance with the provisions 

of the other school funds parts of this title; 

(14) when applicable, administer any inter local 
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cooperative agreement, gifts, legacies, or devises in 

accordance with the provisions of the miscellaneous 

financial parts of this title; 

(15) hold in trust, acquire, and dispose of the real 

and personal property of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school sites and facilities part of this 

title; 

(16) operate the schools of the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the school calendar part of this 

title; 

(17) establish and maintain the instructional services 

of the schools of the district in accordance with the 

provisions 

vocational 

title; 

of the 

education, 

instructional services, textbooks, 

and special education parts of this 

(18) establish and maintain the school food services of 

the district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

food services parts of this title; 

(19) make ~tte~ reports from time to time as the county 

superintendent, superintendent of public instruction, and 

board of public education may require; 

(20) retain, when deemed considered advisable, a 

physician or registered nurse to inspect the sanitary 

conditions of the school or the general health conditions of 

each pupil and, upon request, make available to any parent 
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or guardian any medical reports or health records maintained 

by the district pertaining to his child~ 

(21) for each member of the trustees, v1sit each school 

of the district not less than once each school fiscal year 

to examine its management, condltions/ and needs, exce{I'C. 

trustees from a first-class school district may share the 

responsibility for visiting each school in the district; 

(22) procure and display outside daily in suitable 

weather at each school of the district an American flag 

wn~e~-~~8±~-be that measures not less than 4 feet by 6 feet: 

qnd 

{23) perform any othe~ duty and enforce any other 

requirements for the government of the schools prescribed by 

this title, the policies of the board of public education, 

or the rules of the superintendent of public instruction.n 

Section 118. Section 20-5-305, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"20-5-305. Elementary tuition rates. (1) Whenever a 

pupil of an elementary district has been granted approval to 

attend a sCtlOOl outslde ot lhP district in which he resides, 

under the provisions of 20-5-301 or 20-5-302, ~tleh the 

district shall pay tuition to the elementary district where 

the pupil attends school. Except as provided in subsection 

(2), the basis of the rate of tuition shall be determined by 

the attended district. The rate of tuitior1 shall be 
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determined by: 

(a) totaling the actual expenditures from the district 

general fund, and the debt service fund,-and,-i£-~~e-pHp~i 

±~-a-re~id~nt-of-another-eotlnty,-the-retirement-fttnd; 

(b) 

( 1) (a) 

div1ding 

by the ANB 

the amount determined in subsection 

of the district for the current fiscal 

year, as determ1n~J under the provisions of 20-9-311; and 

(c) subtracting the total ot the per-ANB amount 

allowed by 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 that represents the 

foundation program as prescribed by 20-9-303 plus the 

per-ANB amount determined by dividing the state financing of 

the district permiss1ve levy by the ANB of the district, 

from the amount determined in subsection (l)(b). 

(2) The tuition for a full-time elementary special 

educatioct pupil must be determined under rules adopted by 

the superintendent of public instruction for the calculation 

of elementary tuition for full-time elementary specidl 

education pupils as designated in 20-9-311 for funding 

purposes." 

Section 119. Section 20-5-312, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•20-5-312. Reporting, budgeting, and payment for high 

school tuition. (l) Except as provided in subsection (2), at 

the close of the school term of each school fiscal year, the 

trustees of each high school district shall determine the 
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rate of tuition for the current school fiscal year by: 

(a) totaling the actual expenditures from the district 

general fund, and the debt service fund,-ar.d,-i~-the-pttp±% 

i~-a-~e~ident-ot-anoeher-eo~nty,-the-~etireme~t-£tlnd; 

(b) dividing the amount determined in subsection 

(l){a) above by the ANB of the district for the cu~rent 

fiscal year, as determined under the provisions of 20-9-311; 

and 

(c) subtracting the total of the per-ANB amount 

allowed by 20-9-316 through 20-9~321 that represents the 

foundation program as prescribed by 20-9-303 plus the 

per-ANB amount determined by dividing the state finan~ing of 

the district permissive levy by the ANE of the district, 

from ~he arno~r.t determined in subsection (l)(b) above. 

(2) The tuition for a full-time high school special 

education pupil must be determined tinder rules adopted by 

the superintendenl of public instruction for the calculation 

of tuition for full-time high school special education 

pupils as designdted in 20-9-311 for funding purposes. 

{3} Before July 15, the trustees shall report to the 

county superintendent of the county in which the district is 

located: 

(a) the names, addresses, and resident districts of 

the pupils attending the schools of the district under an 

approved tuition agreement; 
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{b) the number of days of school attended by each 

pupil; 

{c} the amount, if 

payment that the trustees, 

the authority to waive; and 

any, of each pupil's tuition 

in their discretion, ~na±l have 

(d) the rate of current school fiscal year tuition, as 

determined under the provisions of this section. 

(4) When the county superintendent receives a tuition 

report from a district, he shall immediately send the 

reported information to the superintendent of each district 

in which the reported pupils reside. 

{~} When the district superintendent receives a 

tuition report or reports for high school pupils residing 10 

his district and attending an out-of-district high school 

under approved tuition agreements, he shall determine the 

total amount of tuition due stte~ the out-at-district high 

schools on the basis of the following per-pupil schedule: 

the rate of tuition, number of pupils attending under an 

approved tuition agreement, and other information provided 

by each high school district where resident district pupils 

have attended school. 

(6} The total amount of the high school tuition, with 

consideration of any tuition waivers, for pupils attending a 

high school outside the county of residence shall be 

financed by the county basic special tax for high schools as 
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provided in 20-9-334. In December. the county superintendent 

shall cause the payment by county warrant ot dt least 

one-half of the high school tuition obligatLon~ established 

under this section out of the first moneys realiz~d from the 

county basic special tax for high schools. The remainin9 

obligations must be paid by June 15 of the school fiscal 

year. The payments shall be made to the county treasurer of 

the county where each high school entitled to tuition is 

located. The county treasurer shall cr~dit ~tten tuition 

receipts to the general fund of the applicable high school 

district, and the tuition receipts shall be used in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-9-141. 

(7) For pupils attending a high school outside their 

district of residence but within the county of residence, 

the total amount of the tultion, with consideration of any 

tuition waivers, must be paid during che ensuing school 

fiscal year. The trustees of the sending high school 

district shall include the tuition amount 1n the tuition 

fund of the preliminary and final budgets. This budgeted 

tuition amount is not subject to the budget adjustment 

provlsions of 20-9-132. The county superintendent shall 

report the net tuition fund levy requirement for each high 

~chool district to the county commissioners on the second 

Monday of August, and a levy on the district shall be made 

by the county commis~ioners in accorddnce with 20-9-142. 
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This levy requirement shall be calculated by subtracting 

from the total expenditure amount authorized ir. ~he final 

tuition fund budget the sum of the cash balance in the 

tuition fund at the end of the immediately preceding school 

fiscal year plus any other anticipated money that may be 

realized in the tuition fund. The trustees shall pay by 

warrants drawn on the tuition fund the tuition amounts owed 

to each districL included in the county superintendent's 

notification. Payments shall be made whenever there is a 

sufficient amount of cash available in the tuition fund but 

no later than the end of the school fiscal year for which 

the budget ~s adopted. However, if the trustees of either 

the sending or receiving high school feel the transfer 

privilege provided by this subsection is being abused they 

may appeal to the county superintendent of schools who shall 

hold a hearing and either approve or disapprove the 

transfer." 

Section 120. Section 20-9-141. MCA, is amended to 

a:ead: 

•20-9-141. Computation of gene~al fund net levy 

requireaent by county superintendent. {l) The county 

superintendent shall compute the levy requirement for each 

district's general fund on the basis of the following 

procedure: 

(a) Determine the total of the funding required for 
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the district's final general fund budget less the amount 

established by the sched~1es in 20-9-316 thro~gh 20-9-321 by 

totaling: 

{i) the district's nonisolated school foundation 

program requirement to be met by a district levy as provided 

in 20-9-303; 

(ii} the district's permissive levy amount as provided 

in 20-9-352; and 

(iii) any general fund budget amount adopted by the 

trustees of the district under the provisions of 20-9-353, 

including any additional levies authorized by the electors 

of the district. 

(b) Determine the total of the moneys available for 

the reduction of the property tax on the district for the 

general fund by totaling: 

(i) anticipated federal moneys received under the 

provisions of Title I of Public Law 81-874 or other 

anticipated federal moneys received in lieu of such federal 

act; 

(ii) anticipated tuition payments for out-of-district 

pupils u11der the provisions of 20-5-303, 20-5-307, 20-5-312, 

and 20-5-313; 

(iii) general fund cash reappropriated, as established 

under the provisions of 20-9-104; 

(iv) anticipated or reappropriated state impact aid 

-120-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/0 l. 

received under the provisions of 20-9-304: 

{v) anticipated revenue from vehicle property taxes 

imposed under 61-3-504l2) and 6l.-3-537; 

(vi) anticipated net proceeds taxes for tnter im 

production and new production, as defined in 15-23-601; 

(vii) anticipated interest to be earned or 

reappropriated interest earned by the investment of general 

fund cash in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-213{4); 

e~d 

(viii) anticipated sales tax and use tax _revenue; and 

t~Hit !i2<l any other revenue anticipated by the 

trustees to be received during the ensuing school fiscal 

year which may be used to finance the general fund. 

(c) Subtract the total of the moneys available to 

reduce the property tax required to finance the general fund 

that has been determined in subsection (l)(b) from the total 

requirement determined in subsection (l)(a). 

(2) The net general fund levy requirement determined 

in subsection (l}(c) shall be reported to the county 

commissioners on the second Monday of August by the county 

superintendent as the general fund levy requirement for the 

district, and a levy shall be made by the county 

commissioners in accordance with 20-9-142." 

Section 121. Section 20-9-201. MCA, is amended to 

read: 
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"20-9-201. Definitions and application. (1) As used in 

this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, 

''fund" means a separate detailed accouJ)t 0f receipts and 

expenditures for a specific purpose as authorized by law. 

Funds are classified as follows: 

(a) A "budgeted fund'' means any fund for which a 

budget must be adopted in order to expend any money from 

~tleh the fund. The general fund, transportation fund, bus 

depreciation reserve fund, elementary tuition fund, 

ret±rement--ftt~O, d~bt service fund, leased facilities fund, 

building reserve fund, adult education fund, nonoperating 

fund, vocational-technical center fund, and any other funds 

~o designated by the legislature ~hati--be are budgeted 

funds. 

(b) A ''no11budgeted fund'' means any fund for which a 

budget is not required in order to expend any money on 

deposit in ~tteh the fund. The school food services fund, 

miscellaneous federal programs fund, building fundr lease or 

rental agreement fund, traffic education fund, inter local 

cooperative fund, and any other fu11ds ~o riBsignated by the 

legislature ~haT%-be are nonbudgeted funds. 

{2) The school financial administration provi~ions of 

this title apply to all money of any elementary or high 

school district except the extracurricular money realized 

f[Offi pupil activities. The superintendent of public 
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instructjon has general supervisory authority as prescribed 

by law over the schocl financial administration provisions, 

as they relat~ to elementary and high school districtsT~ a~ 

pr~~er±ee~-by-iaw-~nd He shall establish-s~eh adopt rules e~ 

are necessary to secure complie:tnce with the law." 

Section 122. Section 20-9-212, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"20-9-212. Duties of county treasurer. The county 

treasurer of each county shall: 

(l) receive and hold all school money subject to 

apport1onment and keep a separate accounting of 1ts 

apportionment to the ~e~eral districts which are entitled to 

a portion of ~~e~ ~~~ money according to the apportionments 

ordered by the county superintendent. A separate accounting 

~~a±± must be maintained for each county fund supported by a 

countywide 

including: 

levy fo< a specific, authorized purpose, 

{a) the basic county tax i~ 3upport of the elementary 

foundation progrdms; 

(b) the basic special tax for high schools in support 

of the high school foundation programs; 

(c) the county tax in support of the county's high 

school transportation obligation; 

tdt--the--county--tax--in--support--~£--tne-high-sehool 

obiigations-tc--the--retirement--system~--o£--tne--3tate--o£ 
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Mofttana7 

tet~ any additional county tax required by law to 

provide for deficiency 

foundation programs; 

financing of ( ne elementary 

t£t~ any additional county tax required by law to 

provide for deficiency financing of the 

foundation programs; and 

high school 

t9tl!l any other county tax for schools, lncluding the 

community colleges, which may be guthorized by law and 

levied by the county comm1ssioners; 

( 2) whenever requested, notify the county 

superintendent and the superintendent of public in~truction 

of the amount of county school money on depos1t in eaeh--of 

the-£nM0g-@ntlmerated any fund provided for in subsection {l) 

of this section and the amount of any other school money 

subject to apportionment and apportion ~tleh the county and 

other school money to the districts in accordance with the 

apportionment ordered by the county superinLendent; 

(3) keep a separate accounting of the expenditures for 

each budgeted fund included in the final budget of each 

distt.i.ct; 

(4) keep a separate accounting of the receipts, 

expenditures, and cash balances for each budgeted fund 

included in the final budget of each district and for each 

nonbudgeted fund established by each district; 
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(5} except as otherwise limited by law, pay all 

warrants properly drQWO on the county or district school 

money and properly endorsed by their holders; 

(6) receive all revenue collected by and for each 

district and deposit these receipts in the fund designated 

by law or by the district if no fund is designated by law. 

Interest and penalties on delinquent school taxes ~h~ii must 

be credited to the same fund and district for which the 

original taxes were levied. 

(7) send all re~en~e~ revenue received for a joint 

district, part of which is situated in his county, to the 

county treasurer designated as the custodian of ~tteh 

reventte8 the revenue, no later than December 15 of each year 

and every 3 months thereafter until the end of the school 

fiscal year; 

(8) at the direction of the trustees of a district, 

assist the district in the issuance and sale of tax and 

revenue anticipation notes as provided in Title 7, chapter 

6, part 11; 

(9) register district warrants drawn on a budgeted 

fund in accordance with 7-6-2604 when there is insufficient 

money available ±ft--the--~~m--e£-money in all funds of the 

district to make payment of ~tleh the warrant. Redemption of 

registered warrants she%% ~ be made in accordance with 

7-6-2116, 7-6-2605, and 7-6-2606. 
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(10) invest the money of any districr as directed by 

the trustees of the district within 3 workir1g days of ~tte~ 

the direction; 

lll) g±v~ each month give to the lrustees of each 

district an itemized report for each fund maintained by the 

district, showing the paid warrants, outstanding warrants, 

registered warrants, amounts and types of revenue received, 

and the cash balancei and 

(12) remit promptly to the state treasurer receipts for 

the county tax for a vocational-technical center when levied 

by the board of county commissioners." 

Section 123. Section 20-9-301, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"20-9-301. Purpose and definition of foundation 

program and general fund. (1) A uniform system of free 

public schools 

all school age 

sufficient for the education of and open to 

children of the state ~hall must be 

established and maintained throughout the state of Montana. 

The state shall aid in the support of its several school 

districts on the basis of their financial need as measured 

by the foundation program and in the manner established in 

this title. 

(2) The principal budgetary vehicle for achieving the 

minimum financing as established by the fuundation program 

sfta~~-be is the general fund of the district. The purpose of 
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the general fund ~hail--be is to finance those general 

maintenance and operational 

retirement benefit~~ of a 

costs, including employee 

district not financed by other 

funds established for special purposes in this title. 

(3) The amount of the general fund budget for each 

school fiscal year ~hal% ~ not exceed the financing 

limitations established by this title but ~ha~~--be--no ~ 

not be less than the amount established by law as the 

foundation program. The general fund budget shail must be 

financed by the foundation program revenues and may be 

supplemented by the permissive levy and additional voted 

levies in the manner provided by law." 

Section 124. section 20-9-331, MCA, 1s amended to 

read: 

•20-9-331. Basic county tax and other revenues for 

county equalization of the elementary district foundation 

program. (1) It sheii--be is the duty of the county 

commissioners of each county to levy an annual basic tax of 

28 mills on the dollars of the taxable value of all taxable 

property within the county, except for vehicles subject to 

taxation under 61-3-504(2), for the purposes of local and 

state foundation program support. The revenue to be 

collected from this levy shai% must be apportioned to the 

support of the foundation programs of the elementary school 

districts in the county and to the state special revenue 

-127-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/01 

fund, state equalization aid account, 

manner: 

in the following 

(" ) In order to determine the amount of revenue raised 

by this levy which is retained by the county, the sum of the 

estimated revenues identified in subsection (2) b@iow--ehaXl 

be is subtracted from the sum of the county elementary 

transportation obligation and the tolal of the foundation 

programs of all elementary districts of the county. 

(b) If the basic levy prescribed by this section 

produces more revenue than is required to finance the 

difference determined 8be~~, the county treasurer shall 

remit the surplus funds to the state treasurer for deposit 

to the state special revenue fund, state equalization aid 

account, immediately upon occurrence of a surplus balance 

and each subsequent month thereafter, with any final 

remittance due no later than June 20 of the fiscal year for 

which the levy has been set. 

the 

the 

(2) The proceeds realized from the county's portion of 

levy prescribed 

following sources 

by this section and the revenues from 

~hell must be used for the 

equalization of the elementary district foundation programs 

of the county as prescribed in 20-9-334, and a separate 

accounting ~ha~i must be kept of ~tleh ~ proceeds and 

revenues by the county treasurer in accordance with 

20-9-212(1): 
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{a) the portion at the federal Taylor Grazing Act 

funds distributed to a county dnd designated for the common 

school fund under the provisions of 17-3~222; 

(b) the portion of the federal flood control act funds 

distributed to a county and designated for expenditure for 

the benefit of the county common schools under the 

provisions of 17-3-232; 

(c) all money paid into the county treasury as a 

result of fines for violations of law, except money paid to 

a justice's court, and the use of which is not otherwise 

specified by law; 

{d) any money remaining at the end of the immediately 

preceding school fiscal year in the county treasurer's 

8eeottftt accounts for the various sources of revenue 

established or referred to in this section; 

(e) any federal or state money distributed to the 

county as payment in lieu of the property taxation 

established by the county levy required by this section; 

(f) net proceeds taxes for interim production and new 

production, as defined in 15-23-601; ~ncl 

(g) anticipated revenue from vehicle property taxes 

imposed under 61-3-504(2) and 61-3-537; and 

(h) sales tax and use tax revenue.'' 

Section 125. Section 20-9-333, MCA, is amended to 

read: 
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•20-9-333. Basic special levy and other revenues for 

county equalization of high school district foundation 

proqram. (l) It ~h.a±±--be ~ the duty ..Jt the county 

commissioners of each county to levy an annual basic special 

tax for high schools of 17 mills on the dollar of the 

taxable value of all taxable property within the county, 

except for vehicles subject to taxation under 61-3-504(2), 

for the purposes of local and state foundation program 

support. The revenue to be collected from this levy ~ha±% 

must be apportioned to the support of the foundation 

programs of high school districts in the county and to the 

state spec1al revenue fund, state equalization aid account, 

lD the following manner: 

(a) In order to determine the amount of revenue raised 

by this levy which is retained by the county, the sum of the 

estimated revenues identified in subsections ( 2} (a) and 

(2}(b) be±ow-~not±-be is subtracted from the sum of the 

county's high school tuition obligation dod the total of the 

foundation programs of all high school districts of the 

county. 

(b) If the basic levy prescribed by this section 

produces more revenue than is required to finance the 

difference determined abe~e, the county treasurer shall 

remit the surplus fun~§_ to the state treasurer tor deposit 

to the state special revenue fund, stQte equalization aid 
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account, immediately upon occurrence of a surplus balance 

and each subsequent month thereafter, with any final 

remittan~e due no later than June 20 of the fiscal year for 

which the levy has been set. 

(2) The proceeds realized from the county's portion of 

the levy prescribed in this section and the revenues from 

the following sources 5f-teii must be used for the 

equalization of the high school district foundation programs 

of the county as prescribed in 20-9-334, and a separate 

accounting 5~a~~ ~~~ be kept of these proceeds and revenues 

by the cou~ty treasurer in accordance with 20-9-212(1): 

~ ·"·i uny morn:>y remaining at the end of the immediately 

p{er!~ding school fiscal year in the county treasurer's 

accounts for the various sources of revenue established or 

referred to in this section; 

(b) any feder-al or state money~ mo.o_~ distributed r_o 

the county as a payment in lieu of the property taxation 

established by the county levy required by this section; 

(c) net proceeds taxes for int~rim prvdu~tion and new 

production, as defined in 15-23-601; and 

(d) anticipated revenue from vet1icle property taxes 

imposed under 61-3-504(2) and 61-3-537; and 

(e) sales tax and use tax revenue.n 

Section 126. Section 20-9-343, MCA, iS amended to 

read: 
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"20-9-343. Definition of and revenue for state 

equalization aid. (1) As used in this title, the term "state 

equalization aid 11 means t-l-to:!e-tnoney:=! the money deposited in 

the state special revenue fund as required in this section 

plus any legislative appropriation vf money from other 

sources for distribution to the public schoQls for the 

purpose of equaliz-1tion of the foundation pr·:::lgram. 

(2) The legislative appropriation for state 

equalization aid ~~ail ~~~t be made in a single sum for the 

biennium. The superintendent of public instruction ha:! 

erttt-rtoro-i:ty-te ~spend ~tH:=h ~E_~ appropriation, together l.ofith 

the earmarked revenues provided in subsection (3), as 

r~quired for foundation pr~gram purposes througnout the 

biennium. 

(3) The following !3Me~i:i: must be pald into the state 

special revenue f!tnd for state eyudllzation aid to public 

schools of the state: 

(a) 31.8% of all money received from the collection of 

income taxes under chapter 30 of Title 15; 

(b) 25% of all money, except as provided in 15-31-702, 

received from the collection of corporation license and 

income taxes under chapter 31 of Title 15, as provided by 

15-1-501; 

{c) 100% of the money allocated to state equalization 

from the collection of the severance tax on coal; 
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(d) 100% of the money received from the treasurer of 

the United States as the stQte's shares of oil, gas, and 

other mineral royalties under the federal Mineral Lands 

Leasing Act, as amended; 

(e} interest and income money described in 20-9-341 

and 20-9-342; 

(f) income from the education trust fund account; a"d 

tql 30% of all money received from the collecti~n of 

the sales tax and use tax, as provided in [section 73li 

(h) state lottery proceeds as provided for ~n 

23-5-1027; and 

tqtiil in addition to these revenues, the surplus 

revenues collected by the counties for foundation program 

support according to 20-9-331 and 2~-9-333. 

(4} Any surplus revenue in the state equalization aid 

account in the second year of a biennium may be used to 

reduce the appropriation required for the next succeeding 

biennium.'' 

Section 127. section 20-9-352, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•20-9-352. Permissive amount and permissive levy. (l) 

Whenever the 

necessary to 

trustees of any district shall deem it 

adopt a general fund budget in excess of the 

foundation program amount but not in excess of the maximum 

general fund budget affiount for such district as established 
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by the schedules in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321, the trustees 

shall adopt a resolution stating the reasons and purposes 

for exceeding the foundation program dmou11t. such excess 

above the foundation program amount shdll be known as the 

''permissive amount'', and it shall be financed by a levy, as 

prescribed in 20-9-141, on the taxable value of all taxable 

property within the district, except for vehicles subject to 

taxation under 61-3-50412), supplemented with any biennial 

approp,iation by the legislature for this purpose. The 

proceeds of such an appropriation shall be deposited to the 

state special revenue fund, permissive account. 

(2) The district levies to be set for the purpose of 

funding the permissive amount are determined as follows; 

(a) For each elementary school district, the county 

commissioners shall annually set a levy not exceeding 6 

mills on all the taxable property in the district, except 

for vehicles subject to taxation under 61-3-504{2), for the 

purpose of funding the permissive amount of the district. 

The permissive levy in mills shall be obtained by 

multiplying the ratio of the permissive amount to the 

maximum permissive amount by 6 or by using the number of 

w.ills which would fund the permissive amount, whichever is 

less. If the amottftt--of revenue raised by this levy, plus 

anticipated revenue from vehicle property taxes imposed 

under 61-3-504(2} and 61-3-537,-~~ and the revenue from a 
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sales tax and use tax are not sufficient to fund the 

permissive amount Ln full, the amount of the deficiency 

shall be paid to the district from the state special revenue 

fund according to the provisions of subsections (3) and (4) 

of this section. 

(b) For each high sehoul district, the county 

commissioners shall annually set a levy not exceeding 4 

mills on all taxable property in the district, except for 

vehicles subject to taxation under 61-3-504(2), for the 

purpose of funding the permissive amount of the district. 

The permlSSlve levy in mills shall be obtained by 

multiplying the ratio of the permissive levy to the maximum 

permis~ive amount by 4 or by using the number of mills which 

would fund the permissive amount, whichever is less. If the 

smotlnt--o~ revenue raised by this levy, plus anticipated 

revenue from vehicle property taxes imposed under 

61-3-504(2) and 61-3-537, snd plus net proceeds taxes fot 

interim production and new production, as defined in 

15-23-601, ts and the revenue from a sales tax and use tax 

are not sufficient to fund the permissive amount in full, 

the amount of the deficiency shall be paid to the district 

from the state special revenue fund according to the 

provis1ons of subsections (3) and (4) of this ~ection. 

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall, if 

the appr9priation by the legislature for the permissive 
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account for the biennium is insufficient, request the budget 

director to submit a request for d supplemental 

appropriation in the second year of the b1ennium. The 

supplemental appropriation shall provide enough revenue to 

fund the permissive deficiency of the elementary and high 

school distr1cts of the state. The proceeds of this 

appropriation shall be deposited to the state s~cial 
~ 

revenue fund, permissive account, and shall be distributed 

to the elementary and high school districts in accordance 

with their entitlements as determined by the superintendent 

of public instruction according to the provisions of 

subsections (l) and {2) of this section. 

(4) Distribution under this section from the state 

special tevenue fund shall be made in two payments. The 

first payment shall be made at the same time as the first 

distribution of state equalization aid is made after January 

1 of the fiscal year. The second payment shall be made at 

the same time as the last paymer1t of state equalization aid 

is made foe the fiscal year. If the appropriation is not 

sufficient to finance the deficiencies of the districts as 

determ1ned according to subsection (2), each district will 

receive the same percentage of its deficiency. Surplus 

revenue in the second year of the biennium mdy be used to 

reduce the appropriation required for the next succeeding 

biennium or may be transferred to the ~tdte equalization aid 
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state special revenue fund if revenues in that fund are 

insufficient to meet foundation program requirements." 

Section 128. Section 20-9-502, ~CA, is amended to 

read: 

"20-9-502. Purpose and authorization of a building 

reserve fund by an election. (l) The trustees of any 

district, with the approval of the qualified electors of the 

district, may establish a building reserve for the purpose 

of raising money for the future construction, equipping, or 

enlarging of school buildings or for the purpose of 

purchasing land needed for school purposes in the district. 

In order to submit to the qualified electors of the district 

a building reserve proposition for the establishment of or 

addition to a building reserve, the trustees shall pass a 

resolution that specifies: 

{a) the purpose or purposes for which the new or 

addition to the building reserve will be used; 

(b) the duration of time over which the new or 

addition to the building reserve will be raised 1n annual, 

equal installments; 

(c) 

during 

and 

the total amount of money that will be raised 

the duration of time specified in subsection (l){b); 

(d) any other requirements under 20-20-201 for the 

calling of an election. 
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(2) The total amount of building reserve when added to 

the outstanding indebtedness of the district sh~ll not be 

more than 45% 51% of the toxable value at the taxable 

property of the district. Such limitation shall be 

determined in the manner provided in 20-9-406. A building 

reserve tax authorization shall not be for more than 20 

years. 

(3) The election shall be conducted in accordance with 

the school election laws of this title, and the electo[S 

qualified to vote in the election shdll be qualified under 

the provisions of 20-20-301. The ballot for a building 

reserve proposition shall be substantially in the following 

form: 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUILDING RESERVE ELECTION 

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Make an X or similar mark in 

the vacant square before the words "BUILDING RESERVE--YES" 

if you wish to vote for the establishment of a building 

reserve (addition to the building reserve); if you are 

opposed to the establishment of a building reser.-ve (addition 

to the building reserve) make an X or similar mark 

square before the words ''BUILDING RESERVE--NO''. 

1n 

Shall the trustees be authorized to 

years to 

1mpose 

establish 

the 

an 

a additional levy each year for 

building reserve (add to the building reserve) of chis 

-lJB-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/01 

school district to raise d total amount of dollars 

( $ .•.. ), for the purpose (::;) . . . . {here state the purpose or 

purposes for which tne building reserve will be used)? 

BUILDING RESERVE--YES. 

BUILDING RESERVE--NO. 

(4) The building reserve proposition shall be approved 

if a majority of those electors voting at the election 

approve the establishment of or addition to such building 

reserve. The annual budgeting and taxation authority of the 

trustees for a building reserve shall be computed by 

dividing the total authorized amount by the specified number 

of years. The authority of the trustees to budget and 

impose the taxation for the annual amount to be raised for 

the building reserve shall lapse when, at a later time, a 

bond issue is approved by the qualified electors of the 

district for the same purpose or purposes for which the 

building reserve fund of the distr1ct was established. 

Whenever a subsequent bond issue 1s mdde for the same 

purpose or purposes of a building reserve, the money in the 

building reserve shall be used for such purpose or purposes 

before any money realized by the bond issue is used." 

Section 129. Sect ion 20-10-144, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•20-10-144. Caaputation of revenues and net tax levy 

requirements for the transportation fund budqet. Before the 
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fourth Monday of July and in accordance with 20-9·123, the 

county superintendent shall compute the revenue available to 

finance the transportation fund budget ot ectch d1~trict. The 

county superintendent shall compute the revenue tor each 

district on the following basis: 

(l) The ~schedule amount'' of the preliminary budget 

expenditures that is derived from the rate schedules in 

20-10-141 and 20-10-142 shall be determ1ned by adding the 

following amounts: 

{a) the sum of the max1mum reimbursable expenditures 

for all approved school bus routes mainta1ned by the 

district ltO determine the maximum reimbursable expend1ture, 

multiply the applicable rate per bus mile by the total 

number of miles to be traveled during the ensuing school 

fiscal year on each bus route approved by the county 

transportation committee and maintained by such district); 

plus 

{b) the total of all individual transportation per 

diem reimbursement rates for such district as determined 

from the contracts submitted by the district multiplied by 

the number of pupil-instruction days scheduled for the 

ensuing school attendance year; plus 

(c) any estimated costs for supervised home study or 

supervised correspondence study for the ensuing school 

fiscal year; plus 
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(d) the amount budgeted on the preliminary budget for 

the contingency amount perm1tted in 20-10-143, except if 

such amount exceeds 10% of the total of subsections (l)ta), 

(l)(b), and {l}(c) or $100, whichever 1s larger, the 

contingency amount on the preliminary budget shall be 

reduced to such limitation amount and used 

determination of the schedule amount. 

in this 

(2) The schedule amount determined in subsection (l) 

or the total preliminary transportation fund budget, 

whichever is smaller, shall be divided by 3 and the 

resulting one-third amount shall be used to determine the 

available state and county revenue to be budgeted on the 

following basis: 

(a) the resulting one-third amount shall be the 

budgeted state transportation reimbursement, except that the 

state transportation reimbursement for the transportation of 

special education pupils under the provisions of 20-7-442 

shall be two-thirds of the schedule amount attributed to the 

transportation of special education pupils; 

(b) the resulting one-third amount, except as provided 

for joint elementary districts in subsection (2)(e), shall 

be the budgeted county transportation reimbursement for 

elementary districts and shall be financed by the basic 

county tax under the provisions of 20-9-334; 

{c) the resulting one-third amount multiplied by 2 
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shall be the budgeted county transportation reimbursement 

amount foe high school districts financed under the 

provisions of subsection (5) 

provided for joint high 

of 

school 

this sect1on, except as 

districts 

county 

in subsection 

transportation { 2) { e I, and except that the 

reimbursement for the transportation of special education 

pupil~ under the provisions of 20-7-442 shall be one-third 

of the schedule amount attributed to the transportation of 

special education pupils; 

{d) when the district has a sufficient amount of cash 

foe reappropriation and other sources of district revenue, 

as determined in subsection (3), to reduce the total 

district obligation for financing tu zero, any remain1ng 

amount of such district revenue and cash reappropriated 

shall be used to reduce the county financing obligation in 

subsections (2)(b) or (2)(c) and, if such county financing 

obligations are reduced to zero, to reduce the state 

financial obligation in subsection {2}(a); and 

(e) the county revenue requirement for a joint 

district, after the application of any district moneys under 

subsect1on (2)(d) above, shall be prorated to each county 

incorporated by the joint district in the same proportion as 

the ANB of the joint district is distributed by pupil 

residence in each such county. 

{ 3) The total of the moneys available for the 
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reduction of property tax on the district for the 

transportation fund shall be determined by totaling: 

(a) anticipated federal moneys received ·under the 

provisions of Title I of Public Law 81-874 or other 

anticipated federal moneys received in lieu of such federal 

act; plus 

(b) anticipated payments from other districts for 

providing school bus transportation services for such 

district; plus 

(c) anticipated payments from a parent or guardian for 

providing school bus transportation services for his child; 

plus 

(d) anticipated interest to be earned by the 

investment of transportation fund cash in accordance with 

the provisions of 20-9-213(4); plus 

je) anticipated revenue from vehicle property taxes 

imposed under 61-3-504(2) and 61-3-537; plus 

(f) net proceeds taxes for interim production and new 

production, as defined in 15-23-601; plus 

(g) sales tax and use tax revenue; plus 

t~t~ any other revenue anticipated by the trustees 

to be earned during the ensuing school fiscal year which may 

be used to finance the transportation fund; plus 

thti!l any cash available for redppropriation as 

determined by subtracting the amount of the end-of-the-year 
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cash balance earmarked as the transportation fund cash 

reserve for the ensuing school fiscal year by the trustees 

from the end-of-the-year cash balance in the transportation 

fund. Such cash reserve shall not be more than 20\ of the 

final transportation fund budget for the ensuing school 

fiscal year and shall be for the purpose of paying 

transportation fund warrants issued by the district under 

the final transportation fund budget. 

(4) The district levy requirement for each district's 

transportation fund shall be computed by: 

(a) subtracting the schedule amount calculated ~n 

subsection (1) from the total preliminary transportation 

budget amount and, for an elementary district, adding such 

difference to the district obligation to finance one-third 

of the schedule amount as determined in subsection (2); and 

(b) subtracting the amount of moneys available to 

reduce the property tax on the district, as determined in 

subsection (3), from the amount determined in subsection 

(4)(a) above. 

15) The county levy requirement for the financing of 

the county transportation reimbursement to high school 

districts shall be computed by add1ng all such requirements 

for all the high school districts of the county, including 

the county's obligation for reimbursements in joint high 

school districts. 
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(6) The transportation fund levy requirements 

determined in BubsectLon (4) for each district and in 

subsection (~) for the county shall be reported to the 

county commissioners on the second Monday of August by the 

county superintendent as the transportation fund levy 

requirements for the district and for the county, and such 

levies shall be made by the county conunissioners in 

accordance with 20-9-142.'' 

Section 130. section 20-15-311, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•20-15-311. Funding sources. The annual operating 

budget of a community college district shall be financed 

from the following sources: 

ll) the estimated revenues to be realized from student 

tuition and fees, except those related to community service 

courses as defined by the board of regents; 

(2) a mandatory mill levy on th..:! community college 

district; 

(3) the 1-mill adult education levy authori~ed under 

provisions of 20-15-305; 

{4) the state general fund appropriation; 

(5) an optional voted levy on the community college 

district that shall be submitted to the electorate in 

accordance with general school election laws; 

(6) all other income, revenue, balances, or reserves 
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1 not restricted by a source outside the commun1ty college 

2 district to a specific purpose; 

3 (7) income, revenue, balances, or reserves restricted 

4 by a source outside the community college district to a 

5 specific purpose. Student fees paid for community service 

6 courses as defined by the board ot regents shall be 

7 considered restricted to a specific purpose; 

8 (8) 1ncome from a political subdiv1sion that is 

9 designated a community college serv1ce reg1on under 

10 20-15-241; and 

ll [9] sdles tax and use tax revenue." 

12 Section 131. Section 20-16-202, MCA, 1S amended to 

l3 read: 

14 "20-16-202. Sources of financing for 

15 vocational-technical center budgets distribution or 

16 funds. {1) The total of the budgets approved by the board of 

l7 I"egents shall c·::mstitute the totQl maximum approved 

18 statewide vocational-technlcal center system budget which 

19 shall be financed as follows: 

20 (a) The primary source of financing is to be those 

21 funds specifically designated by legislative e~actment or 

22 referendum by the people for financing vucational-technlcal 

23 education in Montana_, __ including sales tax and use tax 

24 revenue. ----

25 {b) The board of county commissioners of each county 
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in which a designated vocational-technical center is located 

shall levy a tax in each calendar year of 1 1/2 mills on the 

dollar of all taxable property, real 

the county to raise the amount 

legislature for the support and 

and personal, 

appropriated 

maintenance 

within 

by the 

of the 

vocatlonal-technical center system. The tax is to be 

effective for property tax years beginning on or after 

January 1, 1987. It is the intent of this subsection {l)(b) 

that the county commissioners shall levy this tax for fiscal 

year 1988 operation of the vocational-technical system and 

thereafter. 

(C) Designated vocational-technical centers shall be 

eligible to receive such funds from the federal government 

as the board of regents may provide pursuant to applicable 

acts of congress. 

(2) The board of regents shall direct the distribution 

of the funds specified in subsection (1) on the basis of the 

budgets approved by the board of regents. The funds earned 

by the mill levy specified in subsection (l)(b) shall be 

credited to the vocational-technical center account in the 

unrestricted subfund of the current fund 1n the state 

treasury." 

Section 132. Section 23~5~1027, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"23-5-1027.. Disposition of revenue. ( 1) (a) As near as 
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the money paid for tickets or chances 

prize money, except dS provided in 

(b) In the case of a regional lottery game, a maximum 

of 50% of the money paid for ticKets or chances may be paid 

out as pr1ze money. 

(2) Up to 15% of the gross revenue from the state 

lottery may be used by the director to pay the operating 

expenses of the state lottery. Commissions paid to lottery 

ticket or chance sales agencs are not a state lottery 

operating expense. 

(3) Funds to pay the operating expenses of the lottery 

are statutorily appropriated as provided in 17-7-502. 

(4) That part of all gro~~ revenue not used for the 

payment of prizes, commissions, and operating expenses is 

net revenue and must be paid quarterly from the enterprise 

fund established by 23-5-1026 to the ~~pe~intendene--of 

p~b%ie--±n~t~ttetio~--~or-di~tr±btlt~on-a~-eqtla±i~at±o~-a±d-~o 

the-~eti~ement-fttnd-obii9stiens--et state S£~cial revenue 

fund for s~ate equalization aid provided for i~_.?0-9-343 for 

eguali~alion of the foundation program for elementary and 

high school districts i~-the-msnne~-prov±ded--±n--~9-9-53i." 

Section 133. Section 33-7-407, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•JJ-7-407. Taxes. Every society organized or licensed 

-148-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0001/0l 

under this chapter is hereby declared to be a charitable and 

benevolent institution, and all of its funds shall be exempt 

from all and every state, county, district, municipal, and 

school tax other than taxes on rear--estate--and--oft±ee 

eqttipment gross receipts taxable under the sales tax and use 

tax and taxes on property subject to taxation under Title 

15." 

Section 134. Sect ion 61-3-501, MC~, is amended to 

read: 

~61-3-501. When vehicle taxes and fees are due. (l) 

Property All taxes, new-ear-taxes,--and--tee~ except sales 

taxes and use taxes paid at the time of purchase, must be 

paid on the date of registration or reregistration of the 

vehicle. 

(2) If the anniversary date for reregistration of a 

vehicle passes while the vehicle is owned and held for sale 

by a licensed new or used car dealer, property taxes abate 

on such vehicle properly reported with the department of 

revenue until the vehicle is sold and thereafter the 

purchaser shall pay the pro rata balance of the taxes due 

and owing an the vehicle. 

(3) In the event a vehicle's registration period is 

changed under 61-3-315, all taxes and other fees due thereon 

shall be prorated and paid from the last day of the old 

period until the first day of the new period in which the 
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vehicle shall be registered. Thereafter taxes and other fees 

must be paid from the first day of the new pe~iod for a 

minimum period of l year. When the change is to a later 

registration period, taxes and fees shall be prorated and 

paid based on the same tax year as the original registration 

period. Thereafter, during the appropriate anniversary 

registration period, each vehicle shall again register oc 

ceregister and shall pay all taxes and fees due thereon for 

a 12-month pee iod." 

NEW SECTION. Section 135. Taxable percentage rates -­

restrictions on increasing. The taxable percentage rates 

provided in this part, except the percentage rate "R" in 

15-6-145 or 15-6-147, may be increased only if the 1ncrease 

is: 

(1) adopted by vote of two-thirds of the members of 

each house of the legislature; or 

(2) approved by the electorate. 

NEW SECTION. Section 136. Sales tax rates 

restriction on increasing. A sales tax rate or use tax rate 

imposed in (section 2] may be increased only if the increase 

is approved by the electorate. 

NEW SECTION. Section 137. Definitions. As used in 

[sections 137 through 1441, the following definitions apply: 

(l) "County" means any county government, excluding 

those classified as consolidated governments. 

-150-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Ll. uuu J..f V..1.. 

(2) "Incorporated population" means the number of 

persons residing within the boundaries of a municipality. 

(3) "Mill value" means the amount of revenue that can 

be raised within a county or municipality by levying l mill. 

It is determined by multiplying a county's or municipality's 

taxable valuation by 0.0001. 

(4) "Municipality" means an incorporated city, town, 

or city-county consolidated government. 

( 5) ''Unincorporated population" means the number of 

persons not residing within a municipality. 

NEW SECTION. Section 138. Local government block 

grant account. (1) There is a local government block grant 

account within the state special revenue fund. 

(2) Funds 1n this account must be used to provide 

payments from the local government block grant program to 

counties and municipalities. 

(3) The 11% of the sales tax and use tax revenue that 

is distributed under (section 73(l)(b)(iii)] must be 

deposited in the account. 

NEW SECTION. Section 139. Local government block 

grant program. (1) The department of commerce shall 

administer the local government block grant program and 

distribute funds from the local government block grant 

account. 

(2) The local government block grant program is 
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of block grant 

funds. The division of funds within the local government 

block grant account is as follows: 

(1) The block grant for counties must be funded from 

the percentage of funds deposited in the account that equals 

the ratio of the unincorporated population to the state 

population. 

(2) The block grant for municipalities must be funded 

from the percentage of funds deposited in the account that 

equals the ratio of the incorporated population to the state 

population. 

NEW SECTION. Section 141. Distribution of block grant 

funds to counties. Funds in the block grant account for 

counties must be distributed as follows: 

(1) One-half of each county's share is determined by 

the ratio of the county's populati011 to the total county 

population in the state. 

(2) One-half is distributed according to the following 

formula in which CMV = average mill value per capita of all 

counties, IMV = individual county mill value per capita, ICP 

individual county population, and CG = l/2 total county 

grant: 
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CG X individual county TBF 

sum of all county TBFs 

1/2 individual county 

share 

NEW SECTION. Section 142. Distribution of block grant 

funds to municipalities. ( l) The block grant for 

municipalities is divided into the city/town category and 

the consolidated category. 

(2) The consolidated category must receive a 

percentage of the total municipal grant as determined by the 

following formula in which PCG = population of consolidated 

governments, UP = unincorporated population, TSP total 

stated population, and TSMP total state municipal 

population: 

PCG + (PCG X UP/TSP) 

TSMP 

consolidated category percentage 

(3) The city/town and consolidated categories must be 

distributed as follows: 

(a) One-half of each municipality's share is 

determined by the ratio of the municipality's population to 

the total municipal population of that category. 

(b) One-half is distributed according to the following 

formula in which MVPC ; average mill value per capita for 

all municipalities within each category, 

municipality mill vdlue per capita, 
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1/2 total grant for each 

MVPC X IMP 

IVC 

municipal tax base factor (TBF) 

CG X individual municipality TBF 

sum of all municipality TBFs 

l/2 individual 

municipality 

share 

NEW SECTION. Section 143. Population and laxabl.e 

valuation figures to be used. (l) Population figures used in 

[sections 137 through 142) must be the most recent figures 

as d~termined by the department of commerce. 

{2) Mill values used in [sections 137 through 1421 

must be the most recent taxdble valuation tigures as 

determined by the department of revenue for the fiscal year 

in which payments will be made. 

NEW SECTlON. Section 144. Disposition and use of 

funds. (1) Disbursements from the local government block 

grant account must be made on June 30, 1991, and on June 30 

of each succeeding year. 

(2) One-half of each disbursement must be used to 

reduce tt1e local government 1s general fund mill levy, and 

one-half of :he disbursement may be used for any purpose 

authorized by law. 

NEW SECTION 0 Section 145. Submission to electorate. 

The question of whether sections l through 136 and 147 of 
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this act will become effective shall be submitted to the 

qualified electors of Montana at the election called 

pursuant to section 146 by printing on the ballot the full 

title of this act and the following: 

[]FOR imposing a 4t sales tax and use tax, to be used 

appLoximately as follows: 

e 35% for state funding of public education, to reduce 

local property taxes; 

• 10% for higher education; 

• 21\ to reduce residential, personal, and commercial 

property taxes; 

• 
• 

3.5% to reduce municipal and county property 

3.5% new revenue for muncipal and 

governments; 

• 12.5~ for refunds to low~income families; and 

taxes; 

county 

e the remainder to be deposited in the state general 

fund. 

[] AGAINST imposing a 4\ sales tax and use tax, to be 

used approximately as follows: 

• 35\ for state funding of public education, to reduce 

locgl property taxes; 

• 10\ for higher education: 

• 21\ to reduce residential, personal, and commercial 

property taxes; 

• 3.5% to reduce municipal and county property taxes; 
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• 3.5\ new revenue for municipal and county 

governments; 

• 12.5% for refunds to low-income families; and 

• the remainder to be deposited in the state general 

fund. 

NEW SECTION. Section 146. Special election. Pursuant 

to Article III, sections 5 and 6, of The Constitution of the 

State of Montana, [sections l through 136 and 147) shall be 

submitted to the qualified electors of Montana for their 

approval or disapproval at a statewide election to be held 

June 13, 1989. 

NEW SECT ION . 

through 15-6-140, 

Section 147. Repealer. Sections 15-6-136 

15-6-142 through 15-6-144, 15-6-146, 

15-6-148, 15-6-149, 15-6-153, 15-6-154, 20-9-501, 20-9-531, 

and 20-9-532, MCA, are repealed. 

NEW SECTION. Section 148. Codification instruction. 

( 1) {Sections l through 68, 72, 73, and 136] are intended 

to be codified as an integral part of Title 15, and the 

provlslons of Title 15 apply to [sections 1 through 68, 72, 

73, and 136]. 

( 2) [Sections 69 through 71] are intended to be 

codified as an integral part of Title 15, chapter 30, and 

the provisions of Title 15, chapter 30, apply 

69 through 71]. 

to (sections 

( 3) [Sections 74 and 135] are inLe11ded to be codified 

-l56-



• 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

LC 0001/01 

as an integral part of Title 15, chapter 6, part 1, and the 

provisions of Title 15, chapter 6, apply to (sections 74 and 

135). 

(4} (Section 1051 is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 20, chapter 25, and the provisions of 

Title 20, chapter 25, apply to (section 105]. 

{5) [Sections 137 through 144) are intended to be 

codified as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 6, and the 

provisions of Title 7, chapter 6, apply to [sections 137 

through 144]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 149. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act} is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 150. Severability. If a part of 

16 [this act] is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

17 from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this 

18 act} is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part 

19 remains in effect in all valid applications that are 

20 severable from the invalid applications. 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 151. Saving clause. [This act] 

22 does not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties 

23 that were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before 

24 [the effective date of this act). 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 152. Effective dates. (l) Except 
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as provided in subsections (2) and (3), [this act} is 

effective on approval by the electorate. 

(2) [Sections 14S, 146, and this section} 

effective on passage by the legislature. 

(3) [Section 1371 is effective December Jl, 1990. 

NEW SECTION. Section 153. Applicability. 

are 

{ 1 I 

(Sections 1 through 73 and 137 through 1441 are applicable 

on and after July 1, 1990. 

{2) [Sections 74 through 134] apply to taxable years, 

fiscal years, and school fiscal years beginning after 

December 31, 1989. However, all taxes, levies, fees, 

assessments, and the like levied in 1989 for fiscal year 

1990 must be paid and are collectible as provided by law. 

-End-
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