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/.l.u$,E BILL NO. 7#..2. 
INTRODUCED BY<3 ;::...,~..,.....,~l------------ -----

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FLEXIBILITY 

IN ESTABLISHING GENERAL ASSISTANCE BY REPLACING BENEFIT 

SCHEDULES WITH AMOUNTS DETERMINED BY RULE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

53-3-205, 53-3-206, AND 53-3-311, MCA; AND PROVIDING 

EFFECTIVE DATES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-205. Eligibility for general relief. (l) A 

person or persons constituting a household may receive 

general relief assistance for basic necessities if the 

household is determined to be eligible under the provisions 

of this section and is in need of such assistance as a 

result of their infirmity, misfortune, or indigency. 

(2) A household is eligible for general relief if the 

household income, exclusive of the first $50 earned each 

month by each household member, does not exceed ~ha~-set 
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9 -?85 

3:9-or--m.or-e: -851' 

the amount established by t~e department by rule. The 

department shall establis~ the amount, taking into account 

the size of the household, the amount of money available __ for 

benefits, and the estimated number of eligible households. 

(3) Able-bodied persons without dependent minor 

children living in the household are not eligible for 

nonmedical general relief assistance, except as provided in 

53-3-209. 

(4) (a) When the household's income exceeds the 

monthly income standard for a household of that size because 

of receipt of lump-sum income, the household will be 

ineligible for general relief for the full number of months, 

beginning with the month of receipt, derived by dividing the 

total of the lump-sum income and other income by the monthly 

income standard for a household of that size. Any income 

remaining from this calculation will be considered as income 

in the first month following the period of ineligibility. 

-2-
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(b) The period of ineligibility may be recalculated if 

the household size changes or if a portion of the lump sum 

was used to pay medical bills for a serious medical 

condition. 

{c) Ineligibility due to the receipt of a lump sum 

does not preclude eligibility for general relief medical 

assistance. 

(5) All applicants for and recipients of general 

relief assistance who reside in the same residence are 

considered as one household. 

(6) Prospective income that is reasonably certain to 

be received by the household during an eligibility period 

must be considered when determining eligibility. 

(7) The following resources of a household must be 

excluded from consideration of resources for eligibility 

purposes: 

(a) the domicile of the household, including necessary 

appurtenant land not exceeding 10 acres; 

(b) a motor vehicle that has no more than $1,500 in 

equity value; 

(c) personal items, clothing, household furniture, 

appliances, and other essential household items, the total 

equity value of which does not exceed resource eligibility 

limits established by rule; and 

(d) tools of a trade that are essential to the current 
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or future employment of a household member. 

{8) A person who is committed or sentenced by legal 

process to a state institution or a secure facility or who 

is incarcerated in a secure facility pending resolution of 

legal process is not eligible for general relief. 

(9) A person who resides for a period of 1 day or more 

in any state or federally operated institution or residence 

is not eligible for general relief for the period of that 

residency. 

{10) For the purposes of an eligibility determination, 

an applicant for or recipient of general relief may be 

requested to produce all financial and other information 

concerning the household. 

{11) Whenever practical, an eligibility determination 

must be made within 30 days of the date of application and 

the applicant must be notified in writing of the eligibility 

determination and the reasons for the determination. 

(12) An alien determined to be illegally within the 

United States is not eligible for general relief.'' 

Section 2. Section 53-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-206. Eligibility for general relief medical 

assistance. (l) In order to be considered for eligibility 

for general relief medical assistance, a person must be 

found to have a serious medical condition. 

(2) Eligibility for general reliPf medical assistance 

-4-
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must be determined as provided in this section and 53-J-205. 

A person with a serious medical condition must apply for 

9eneral relief medical assistance prior to the provision of 

medical services or within 90 days of the date the medical 

service is first provided. Eligibility is determined as of 

the date medical service is first provided. 

(3} All persons who reside in the same residence and 

are legally related to or responsible for each other are 

considered to be one household for purposes of determining 

general relief medical assistance. 

{4) All individual or household resources must be used 

to offset medical obligations except those excluded in 

53-3-205(7). 

(5) To determine eligibility for county general relief 

medical assistance, a county welfare board may promulgate 

rules to establish the circumstances under which persons are 

unable to pay for their medical aid and hospitalization. 

However, no household with an income exceeding 300% of the 

amount set forth in 53-3-205(2) is eligible for such medical 

assistance. 

(6) In a county with state-assumed welfare services: 

(a) covered medical services must be provided at no 

cost to the person residing in a household if the average 

household monthly income that is reasonably certain to be 

received in a 12-month period beginning with the month the 
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medical service was provided does not exceed the amount in 

53-3-205(2); 

(b) a person is not eligible for medical services if 

the household in which he resides has an average monthly 

income reasonably certain to be received in a 12-month 

period beginning with the month the medical service was 

provided in excess of th8t-~~t~forth-±~-ehe-£ollow±~9-e8bte~ 
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the amount established by the department by rule. The 

department shall establish the amount, taking into account 

the size of the household, the amount of money available for 

benefits, and the estimated number of eligible households. 

(c) if .the average household monthly income reasonably 

certain to be received in a 12-month period beginning with 

the month the medical service was provided is between the 

8 amount in 53-3-205(2) and the monthly income level set forth 

9 in subsection (b), a household must first incur covered 

10 medical costs equal to the difference between its average 

ll monthly income and the monthly income standard in 

12 53-3-205{2) before medical assistance is provided." 

13 Section 3. Section 53-3-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "53-3-311. Amount of general relief for basic 

15 necessities. (1) In a county without state-assumed welfare 

16 services, the amounts of general relief for basic 

17 necessities must be determined and adopted at the discretion 

18 of the county welfare board. 

19 (2) In a county with state-assumed welfare services, 

20 the amount of general relief for basic necessities available 

21 to an eligible household is the amount iisted determined for 

22 the same size household ±n--the--tabie--~~ pursuant to 

23 53-3-205(2), less income and resources not excluded in 

24 53-3-205(7)." 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 
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existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of {this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective dates. (1) [Section 

4 and this section} are effective on passage and approval. 

(2) [Sections 1 through 3] are effective July 1, 1989. 

-End-
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STATE OF l10NTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compli::m~:e with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HBi42, ?S introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act providing flexibility in establishing general assistance by replacing benefit schedules with amounts 
determined by rule; amending Sections 53-3-205, 53-3-206, and 53-3-311, MCA; and providing effective dates. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

There is no fiscal impact to the Department of Social and Rehabilitation ServiGes. 
NOTE: 
This leg1slation would require SRS to establish general assistance payments based on the appropriation and 
estimated caseload. The Hc~an Services Appropriations Subcommittee has directed SRS to set payments for both 
general assistance and aid to fa1nilies with dependent children at 42.7. of the federally-established poverty level, 
by size of household. This bill would require SRS to adjust payment levels one or more times in a fiscal year if 
the appropriation is 1.nadequate. If the Department of Social and Rehabilitative Services were to adjust only GA 
payment levels, SRS could possibly be sued and enjoined from implementing the rules for GA standards. 

B]JDGET DIRECTOR 
AND PROG~M PL~~NING 

DATE .3/~,.9 ~PeP~ <\?>1'\C\o\ \~ DATE~p;/'iJ 
D~Wl M~PJillLEY, PRI~Y SPONSOR 1 I RAY 

Fiscal Note for HB742, as introduced 

H8 71~ 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 742 

INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FLEXIBILITY 

IN ESTABLISHING GENERAL ASSISTANCE BY REPLACING BENEFIT 

SCHEDULES WITH AMOUNTS DETERMINED BY RULE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

53-3-205, 53-3-206, AND 53-3-311, MCA; 

EFFECTIVE DATES." 

AND PROVIDING 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-205. Eligibility for general relief. ( 1 J A 

person or persons constituting a household may receive 

general relief assistance for basic necessities if the 

household is determined to be eligible under the provisions 

of this section and is in need of such assistance as a 

result of their infirmity, misfortune, or indigency. 

(2) A household is eligible for general relief if the 

household income, exclusive of the first $50 earned each 

month by each household member, does not exceed ~~a~-e~~ 

£orth-*n-the-£e!!ew*n~-tabie~ 
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the amount established by the dep~rtment by rule. The 

department shall establish the amount, taking into account 

the size of the household,-~he-emettftt-e~-mone~-eva~rabre-for 

bene£±ts7 and the estimated number of eligible households. 

THE AMOUNT MUST BE BASED ON A PERCENTAGE OF THE FEDERAL 

POVERTY INDEX. THE PERCENTAGE IS ESTABLISHED IN THE STATE 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT. 

(3) Able-bodied persons without dependent minor 

children living in the household are not eligible for 

nonmedical general relief assistance, except as provided in 

53-3-209. 

(4) (a) When the household's income exceeds the 

monthly income standard for a household of that size because 

of receipt of lump-sum income, the household will be 

ineligible for general relief for the full number of months, 

beginning with the month of receipt, derived by dividing the 

total of the lump-sum income and other income by the monthly 

-2- HB 742 
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income standard for a household of that size. Any income 

remaining from this calculation will be considered as income 

in the first month following the period of ineligibility. 

(b) The period of ineligibility may be recalculated if 

the household size changes or if a portion of the lump sum 

was used to pay medical bills for a serious medical 

condition. 

(C) Ineligibility due to the receipt of a lump sum 

does not preclude eligibility for general relief medical 

assistance. 

(5) All applicants for and recipients of general 

relief assistance who reside in the same residence are 

considered as one household. 

(6) Prospective income that is reasonably certain to 

be received by the household during an eligibility period 

must be considered when determining eligibility. 

{7) The following resources of a household must be 

excluded from consideration of resources for eligibility 

purposes: 

(a) the domicile of the household, including necessary 

appurtenant land not exceeding 10 acres; 

(b) a motor vehicle that has no more than $1,500 in 

equity value; 

(C) personal items, clothing, household furniture, 

appliances, and other essential household items, the total 
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equity value of which does not exceed resource eligibility 

limits established by rule; and 

(d) tools of a trade that are essential to the current 

or future employment of a household member. 

{8) A person who is committed or sentenced by legal 

process to a state institution or a secure facility or who 

is incarcerated in a secure facility pending resolution of 

legal process is not eligible for general relief. 

(9) A person who resides for a period of 1 day or more 

in any state or federally operated institution or residence 

is not eligible for general relief for the period of that 

residency. 

(10) For the purposes of an eligibility determination, 

an applicant for or recipient of general relief may be 

requested to produce all financial and other information 

concerning the household. 

(ll) Whenever practical, an eligibility determination 

must be made within 30 days of the date of application and 

the applicant must be notified in writing of the eligibility 

determination and the reasons for the determination. 

(12) An alien determined to be illegally within the 

United States is not eligible for general relief." 

Section 2. Section 53-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-206. Eligibility for general relief medical 

assistance. (1) In order to be considered for eligibility 

-4- HB 742 
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for general relief medical assistancer a person must be 

found to have a serious medical condition. 

(2) Eligibility for general relief medical assistance 

must be determined as provided in this section and 53-3-205. 

A person with a serious medical condition must apply for 

general relief medical assistance prior to the provision of 

medical services or within 90 days of the date the medical 

service is first provided. Eligibility is determined as of 

the date medical service is first provided. 

{3) All persons who reside in the same residence and 

are legally related to or responsible for each other are 

considered to be one household for purposes of determining 

general relief medical assistance. 

(4) All individual or household resources must be used 

to offset medical obligations except those excluded in 

53-3-105(7). 

(5} To determine eligibility for county general relief 

medical assistance, a county welfare board may promulgate 

rules to establish the circumstances under which persons are 

unable to pay for their medical aid and hospitalization. 

However, no household with an income exceeding 300\ of the 

amount set forth in 53-3-205(2} is eligible for such medical 

assistance. 

(6) In a county with state-assumed welfare services: 

{a) covered medical services must be provided at no 
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cost to the person residing in a household if the average 

household monthly income that is reasonably certain to be 

received in a 12-month period beginning with the month the 

medical service was provided does not exceed the amount in 

53-3-205(1); 

(b) a person is not eligible for medical services if 

the household in which he resides has an average monthly 

income reasonably certain to be received in a 12-month 

period beginning with the month the medical service was 

provided in excess of tn8t-s~t-£erth-in-tke-£ollowin9-ta~le~ 
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the amount established by the department by rule. The 

department shall establish the amount, taking in~? account 

the size of the household 7 -the-eme~"t-o~-money-a~e~!~~~e-for 

be~efit~ 7 and the estimated number of ~Jigible households. 

THE AMOUNT MUST BE 150\ OF THE AMOUNT ESTABLISHED IN - -

53-3-205{2). 

(c) if the average household monthly income reasonably 

certain to be received in a 12-rnonth period beginning with 

the month the medical service was provided is between the 

13 amount in 53-3-205(2) and the monthly income level set forth 

14 in subsection (b), a household must first incur covered 

15 
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to the difference between its average 

the monthly income standard in 

17 53-3-205(2) before medical assistance is provided.'' 
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Section 3. Section 53-3-311, MCA, is Q!llended to read: 

"53-J-311. Amount of gene["al relief for basic 

necessities. ( 1) In a county without state-assumed welfare 

services, the amounts of general relief for basic 

necessities must be determined and adopted at the discretion 

of the county welfare board. 

(2) In a county with state-assumed welfare services, 

the amount of general relief for basic necessities available 
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to an eligible household is the amount ~±~ted determined fo[" 

the same size household ±~--the--t8bTe--±" pursuant to 

53-3-205(2), less income and resources not excluded in 

53-3-205(7)." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act] is extended to the prov1sions of 

(this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective dates. {1) (Section 

4 and this section] are effective on passage and approval. 

(2) [Sections 1 through 3] are effective July 1, 1989. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 742 

INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "All ACT PROVIDING FLEXIBILITY 

IN ESTABLISHING GENERAL ASSISTANCE BY REPLACING BENEFIT 

SCHEDULES WITH AMOUNTS DETERMINED BY RULE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

53-3-205, 53-3-206, AND 53-3-311, MCA; 

EFFECTIVE DATES." 

AND PROVIDING 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OP MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-205. Eligibility for general relief. (1) A 

person 0[ persons constituting a household may recelve 

general relief assistance for basic necessities if the 

household is determined to be eligible under the provisions 

of this section and is in need of such assistance as a 

result of their infirmity, aisfortune, or indigency. 

(2) A household is eligible for general relief if the 

household income, exclusive of the first $50 earned each 

aonth by each household member, does not exceed that-set 
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the amount established by the department by rule. The 

depart.ment shall establish the amount, taking into account 

the size of the householdT-~he-ameant-ef-money-avatiahle-•or 

benef*tsy and the estimated number of eligible households. 

THE AMOUNT MUST BE BASED ON A PERCENTAGE OF THE FEDERAL 

POVERTY INDEX. THE PERCENTAGE IS ESTABLISHED IN THE STATE 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT. 

(3) Able-bodied persons without dependent minor 

children living in the household are not eligible for 

nonmedical qeneral relief assistance, except as provided in 

53-3-209. 

(4) (a) When the household's income exceeds the 

monthly income standard for a household of that size because 

of receipt of lump-sum income, the household will be 

ineligible for general relief for the full number of months, 

beginning with the month of receipt, derived by dividing the 

total of the lump-sum income and other income by the monthly 

-2- HB 742 
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income standard for a household of that size. Any income 

re.aining from this calculation will be considered as income 

in the first month following the period of ineligibility. 

lb) The period of ineligibility may be recalculated if 

the household size changes or if a portion of the lump sum 

was used to pay medical bills for a serious medical 

condition .. 

(c) Ineligibility due to the receipt of a lump sum 

does not preclude eligibility for general relief medical 

assistance. 

(5) All applicants for and recipients of general 

relief assistance who reside in the same residence are 

considered as one household. 

(6) Prospective income that is reasonably certain to 

be received by the household during an eligibility period 

must be considered when determining eligibility. 

(7) The following resources of a household must be 

excluded from consideration of resources for eligibility 

purposes: 

(a) the domicile of the household, including necessary 

appurtenant land not exceeding 10 acres; 

(b) a motor vehicle that has no more than $1,500 in 

equity value; 

(c) personal items, clothing, household furniture, 

ap~liances, and other .essential household items, the total 
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equity value of which does not exceed resource eli9ibility 

limits established by rule; and 

(d) tools of a trade that are essential to the current 

or future employment of a household member. 

(8) A person who is committed or sentenced by legal 

process to a state institution or a secure facility or who 

is incarcerated in a secure facility pending resolution of 

legal process is not eligible for general relief. 

(9) A person who resides for a period of 1 day or more 

in any state or federally operated institution or residence 

is not eligible for general relief for the period of that 

residency. 

(10) For the purposes of an eligibility determination, 

an applicant for or recipient of general relief may be 

requested to produce all financial and other information 

concerning the household. 

(11) Whenever practical. an eligibility determination 

must be made within 30 days of the date of application and 

the applicant must be notified in writing of the eligibility 

determination and the reasons for the determination~ 

(12) An alien determined to be illegally within the 

United States is not eligible for general relief." 

Section 2. Section 53-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-306. Eligibility for general relief aedical 

assistance. (1) In order to be considered for eligibility 
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for general relief medical assistance, a person must be 

found to have a serious medical condition. 

(2) Eligibility for general relief medical assistance 

must be determined as provided in this section and 53-3-205. 

A person with a serious medical condition must apply for 

general relief medical assistance prior to the provision of 

medical services or within 90 days of the date the medical 

service is first provided. Eligibility is determined as of 

the date medical service is first provided. 

(3) All persons who reside in the same residence and 

are legally related to or responsible for each other are 

considered to be one household for purposes of determining 

9eneral relief medical assistance. 

(4) All individual or household resources must be used 

to offset medical obligations ezcept those excluded in 

53-3-205(7). 

(5) To determine eligibility for county general relief 

aedical assistance, a county welfare board may promul9ate 

rules to establish the circumstances under which persons are 

unable to pay for their medical aid and hospitalization. 

However, no household with an income exceeding 300\ of the 

..aunt aet forth in 53-3-205(2) is eligible for such medical 

assistance. 

(6) In a county with state-assumed welfare services: 

(a) covered medical services must be provided at no 
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cost to the person residing in a household if the average 

household monthly income that is reasonably certain to be 

received in a 12-month period beginning with the month the 

medical service was provided does not exceed the amount in 

53-3-205(2); 

(b) a person is not eligible for medical services if 

the household in which 

income reasonably certain 

period beginning with 

he resides has an average monthly 

to be received in a 12-month 

the month the medical service was 

provided in excess of ehat-set-£orth-in-the-follewin~-tabYe~ 

Menthiy 
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-t7i56 

-hi'H 

-hi98 

the amount established by the department by rule. The 

department shall establish the amount, taking into account 

the size of the householdr-the-amobft~-ef-aoftey-aYaila~ie-~er 

8enefi~s7 and the estimated nuaber of eligible households. 

THE AMOUNT MUST BE 150\ OF THE AMOUNT ESTABLISHED IN 

53-3-205(2). 

(c) if the average household monthly income reasonably 

certain to be received in a 12-month period beginning with 

the month the medical service was provided is between the 

13 amount in Sl-3-205(2) and the monthly income level set forth 

14 in subsection (b), a household must first incur covered 

15 medical costa equal to the difference between its average 

16 monthly income and the monthly income standard in 

17 53-J-205(2) before medical assistance is provided." 

18 

19 

Section 3. section 53-J-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

•53~3-311. AmOunt of general relief for basic 

20 necessities. (l) In a county without state-assumed welfare 

21 services, the amounts of general relief for basic 

22 necessities must be determined and adopted at the discretion 

23 of the county welfare board. 

24 (2) In a county with state-assumed welfare services, 

25 the amount of general relief for basic necessities available 
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to an eligible household is the amount iis~ed determined for 

the same size household in--~he--~abte--in pursuant to 

53-3-205(2), less income and resources not excluded in 

53-3-205(7) •• 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of (this act] is extended to the provisions of 

(this act). 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective dates. (1) [Sect·ion 

4 and this section) are effective on passage and approval. 

(2) [Sections 1 through 3] are effective July l, 1989. 

-End-
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BOUSE BILL NO. 742 

INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FLEXIBILITY 

IN ESTABLISHING GENERAL ASSISTANCE BY REPLACING BENEFIT 

SCHEDULES IIITB AMOUNTS DETEIIMINED BY RULE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

53-3-205, 53-3-206, AND 53-3-311, MCA; 

EFFECTIVE DATES." 

AND PROVIDING 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IIONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-3-205, MCA, is a..,nded to read: 

"53-l-205. Eligibility for general relief. (1) A 

person or persons constituting a household aay receive 

general relief assistance for basic necessities if the 

household is deterained to be eligible under the provisions 

of this section and is in need of such assistance as a 

result of their infiraity, aisfortune, or indigency. 

(2) A household is eligible for general relief if the 

household incoae, exclusive of the first $50 earned each 

.anth by each household aeaber, does not exceed t~et-set 

fert~-tn-the-fsiiewtnt-tsbie~ 

H•aber-of-Peraona 

in-Hetlaeheid 
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3 -354 

• -4i6 

5 -581 

6 -5~8 

~ -64l 

8 -H3 

9 -~85 

~8-er-aere -8H 

the aaount established by the department by rule .. The 

depart_aent shall establish the amount, taking into account 

the size of the householdi-the-e•e~nt-of-~oney-e•o~lable-for 

~enefitsT and the estiaated number of eligible households. 

THE AMOUNT MUST BE BASED ON A PERCENTAGE OF THE FEDERAL 

POVERTY INDEX. THE PERCENTAGE IS ESTABLISHED IN THE STATE 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT. 

(3) Able-bodied persons without dependent minor 

children living in the household are not eligible for 

nonmedical general relief assistance, except as provided in 

53-l-209. 

C4) (a) When the household's income exceeds the 

aonthly income standard for a household of that size because 

of receipt of luap-aum income, the household will be 

ineligible for general relief for the full number of months, 

beginning with the month of receipt, derived by dividing the 

total of the lump-sum income and other income by the monthly 

-2- BB 74Z 
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incoae standard for a household of that size. Any income 

reaainin9 froa this calculation will be considered as income 

in the first .anth following the period of ineli9ibility. 

tbl The period of ineligibility aay be recalculated if 

the household size chan9es or if a portion of the lump sua 

vas used to pay medical bills for a serious medical 

condition. 

(c) Ineligibility due to the receipt of a lump sua 

does not preclude eligibility for 9eneral relief medical 

assistance. 

(5) All applicants for and recipients of general 

relief assistance who reside in the saae residence ace 

considered as one household. 

(6] Prospective income that is reasonably certain to 

be received by the household during an eligibility period 

must be considered when deteraining eligibility. 

(7) The following resources of a household aust be 

excluded from consideration of resources for eligibility 

purposes: 

(a) the doaicile of the household, includin9 necessary 

appurtenant land not exceeding 10 acres; 

(bl a .otor vehicle that has no .are than $1,500 in 

equity value; 

(c) personal iteas, clothin9, household furniture, 

ap~liances, and other essential household items, the total 
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equity value of which does not exceed resource eligibility 

liaits established by rule; and 

(d) tools of a trade that are essential to the current 

or future employment of a household member. 

(8) A person who is committed or sentenced by legal 

process to a state institution or a secure facility or vbo 

is incarcerated in a secure facility pending resolution of 

legal process is not eligible for general relief. 

(9t A person who resides for a period of l day or more 

in any state or federally operated institution or residence 

is not eligible for general relief for the period of that 

residency~ 

(10) For the purposes of an eligibility determination, 

an applicant for or recipient of general relief may be 

requested to produce all financial and other information 

concerning the household. 

(11) Whenever practical, an eligibility determination 

must be made within JO days of the date of application and 

the applicant must be notified in writing of the eligibility 

determination and the reasons for the determination. 

(12) An alien determined to be illegally within the 

United States is not eligible for general relief.'" 

Section 2. Section ~3-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

•sJ-l-206. Eligibility for 9eneral relief aedical 

aaaistance. (l) In order to be considered for eligibility 

-4- HB 742 
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for general relief aedical assistance, a person •ust be 

found to have a serious aedical condition. 

(2) Eligibility for general relief medical assistance 

must be determined as provided in this section and 53-3-205. 

A person with a serious aedlcal condition must apply for 

general relief aedical assistance prior to the provision of 

medical services or within 90 days of the date the medical 

service is first provided. Eligibility is deter•ined as of 

the date medical service is first provided. 

(3) All persons who reside in the same residence and 

are legally related to or responsible for each other are 

considered to be one household for purposes of determining 

general relief ~dical assistance. 

(4) All individual or household resources must be used 

to offset medical obligations except those excluded in 

53-3-205(7). 

(5) To determine eligibility for county general relief 

medical assistance, a county welfare board aay promulgate 

rules to establish the circumstances under which persons are 

unable to pay for their aedical aid and hospitalizatian4 

However, no household with an income exceeding 300\ of the 

aaount set forth in 53-3-205(2) is eligible for such medical 

assistance4 

(6) In a county with state-assumed welfare services: 

(a) covered aedical services aust be provided at no 
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cost to the person residing in a household if the average 

household monthly income that is reasonably certain to be 

received in a 12-month period beginning with the month the 

medical service was provided does not exceed the amount in 

53-3-205(2); 

(b) a person is not eligible for medical services if 

the household in which he resides has an average monthly 

income reasonably certain to be received in a 12-month 

period beginning with the month the medical service was 

provided in excess of that-set-forth-ift-th~-tollowiftq-~abie~ 
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the amount established by the department by rule. The 

departaent shall establish the amount, taking into account 

the size of the householdz-~he-a.oune-of-aenex-a•attable-£or 

benefi~sz and the estimated nuaber of eligible households. 

THE AMOUNT MUST BE 150\ OF THE AMOUNT ESTABLISHED IN 

53-3-205(2). 

(c) if the average household aonthly income reasonably 

certain to be received in a 12-month period beginning vith 

the month the medical secvice was p~ovided is between the 

13 aaount in 53-l-205(2) and the monthly incoae level set forth 

14 in subsection Cb), a household aust ficst incur covered 

15 aedical costs equal to the difference between its average 

16 aonthly income and the 1a0nthly inco.e standard in 

17 53-3-205(2) before medical assistance is provided." 

18 

1!1 

SectH>n 3. Section 51-J-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-311. Aaount of general relief for basic 

20 neceaaitiaa. (1) In a county without state-assuaed welfare 

21 services, the amounta of general relief for basic 

22 necessities aust be deter•ined and adopted at the discretion 

21 of the county welfare board. 

24 12) In a county with state-assumed welfare services, 

25 the aaount of general relief for basic necessities available 
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to an eligible household is the amount listed determined for 

the saae size household in--the--table--in pursuant to 

53-3-205(2), less income and resources not excluded in 

53-l-205! 7 I. • 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of (this act} is extended to the provisions of 

(this act). 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective dates. ( 11 I Section 

4 and this section] are effective on passage and approval. 

(2) (Sections 1 through J) are effective July 1, 1!18!1_. 

-End-
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