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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING THE FEES FOR 

ORIGINAL CERTIFICATES OF OWNERSHIP, TRANSFERS OF TITLE, AND 

LOST CERTIFICATES UNIFORM AMONG MOTOR VEHICLES, SNOWMOBILES, 

AND BOATS; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEE FOR MOTOR 

VEHICLES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-506 THROUGH 23-2-510, 

23-2-611 THROUGH 23-2-613, 61-3-203, AND 61-3-321, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-508, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-508. (Effective July 1, 1988) Certificate of 

ownership. (1) Except as provided in subsection (9), no 

motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer may be 

operated upon the waters of the state unless a certificate 

of ownership has first been obtained from the department of 

justice in accordance with the laws of this state. 

(2) The owner of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in 

length or longer shall apply for a certificate of ownership 

and a certificate of number with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon forms furnished by 

the department of justice. The forms must require the 

following information: 

~ana L .. o>Jat<vo '""'""' 
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{a) name of the owner; 

(b) residence of the owner, by town or county; 

(c) business or home address of the owner; 

{d) name and address of any lienholder; 

(e) amount due under any contract or lien; 

(f) name of the manufacturer; 

(g} model number or name; 

(h) identification number; 

(i) name and address of the dealer or other person 

from whom acquired, if known; and 

( il such other information as the department of 

justice may require. 

(3) The application is to be accompanied by 

documentation of ownership, such as an invoice, bill of 

sale, foreign title, official certificate of boat number, 

fee in lieu of tax receipt, or a certificate of ownership of 

a trailer purchased with the motorboat or sailboat. An 

applicant who fails to provide such proof of ownership shall 

provide a certified statement describing how the motorboat 

or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer was acquired, from 

whom acquired if known, and other information requested by 

the department of justice. 

(4) If a certificdte of ownership has previously been 

issued under the provisions of this part, the application 

for a new certificate mw;t be accompanied by the immediately 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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previous certificate. This subsection does not apply to 

motorboats or sailboats 12 feet in length or longer that are 

purchased as new and unused vessels or that were operated 

when the provisions of this part were not in force and 

effect. 

(5) Any motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or 

longer that does not have a manufacturer's or other 

identifying number thereon must be assigned an 

identification number by the department of fish, wildlife, 

and parks. A fee of $1 must be paid to the department for an 

assignment of number. 

(6) Upon completion of the application, the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant two copies of the 

certificate of number application, one of which must be 

marked "file copy". The treasurer shall forward one copy and 

the original application for a certificdte of ownership to 

the department of justice, which shall enter the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate 

of ownership containing that information in the application 

considered necessary by the department and a permanent boat 

number. The certificate of ownership need not be renewed 

annually and is valid as long as the person holding it owns 

the vessE- I . 

(7) ·rtrt• OW!lt'r· shall at all times retain possession of 
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the certificate of ownership, except when it is being 

transmitted to and from the department of justice for 

endorsement or cancellation. 

(B) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a 

fee of $6 $5 must be paid to the county treasurer, $4 $3.50 

of which must be forwarded by the county treasurer to ·the 

department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle 

recording account of the state special revenue fund. 

{9) A person who, on July 1, 1988, is the owner of a 

motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer with a 

valid certificate of number issued by the state is not 

requ1red to file an application for a certificate of 

ownership for the motorboat or sailboat unless he transfers 

a part of his interest in the motorboat or sailboat or he 

renews the certificate of number for the motorboat or 

sailboat." 

Section 2. Section 23-2-509, MCA, is amended to read: 

•23-2-509. Lost or mutilated certificate. (1) If a 

certificate of ownerst1ip is lost 

illegible, the person to 

immediately make applicdtion for 

upon payment of a fee of ~6 $3. 

or 

whom 

and 

mutilated 

it was 

obtain 

or becomes 

issued shall 

a duplicate, 

(2) The duplicate certificate of ownership must be 

plainly marked "duplicdte" across its face and be mailed or 

delivered to tht· applicdnt." 
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Section 3. Section 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

(Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of "23-2-510. 

interest. ( l) Except as provided in subsection (3), upon a 

transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or 

sailboat 12 feet in length o~ longer registered as required 

under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or 

interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of 

ownership issued for the motorboat or sailboat in the 

appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the 

certificate, and ~neh the signature must be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days -eneree-fter after 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership so--endo~~~o with 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make application for registration of the 

motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward 

the application to the department of justice, which shall 

file the certificate upon receipt. No ~ certificate of 

ownership may not be issued by the department until any 

outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or 

its loss is established to the department's reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of 

$6 ~ for each application for transfer of ownership, of 

which $4 $3.50 must be forwarded to the department of 
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justice for deposit in the motor vehicle re~ording account 

of the state special revenue fund. 

(3} A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a 

grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase 

to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for 

a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating 

that the fee in lieu of property tax has been paid on the 

vessel for the current year. It is not a violation of this 

part or any other law for the purchaser to operate a newly 

acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer 

without a certificate of ownership, certifica~e of 

registration, and decal during the 20-day grace period. 

During this period the sticker provided for in subsection 

(4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sailboat. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of a motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer 

shall issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboat constructed 

after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the 

department of justice. The sticker must contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a descriptiun of the motorboat or 

sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep 

a copy of the sticker for his r~cords and shall send a copy 

of the sticker to the departmenl of justice. 

-6-



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2'> 

LC 1690/01 

(5) The provisions of subsection {2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet 

in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending to 

resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only 

for demonstration purposes, but every S~tteh dealer, upon 

transferring ~tleh his interest, shall deliver the 

certificate of ownership with an application for a new 

certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this part. The department of justice, upon 

receipt of the certificate of ownership and application for 

a new certificate containing notice of a security interest, 

if any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership, together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien." 

Section 4. Section 23-2-611, MCA, is amended to read: 

• 23-2-611. 

snowmobile may 

Certificate of ownership • 

not be operated upon any 

( 1) No ~ 

public lands, 

trails, easements, lakes, rivers, streams, roadways or 

shoulders of roadways, streets, or highways, unless a 

certificate of ownership has first been obtained from the 

department of justice in accordance with the laws of this 

state. 

(2) The owner of a snowmobile shall apply for a 

certifiL"dte of ownership with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon forms to bE-
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furnished for this purpose. The form~ must require the 

following information: 

(a) name of the owner; 

(b) residence of the owner by town and county; 

(c) business or home mail address of the owner; 

(d) name and address of any lien holder; 

(e) amount due under any contract or lien; 

(f) name of the manufacturer; 

{g) model number or name; 

{h) identification number; and 

{i) name and address of the dealer or other person 

from whom acquired. 

(3} The application must be signed by at least one 

owner or by a properly authorized officer or representative 

of the owner. 

(4) If a certificate of ownership has previously been 

issued under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the application for a new certificate must be accompanied by 

the imm~diately previous certificate. This subsection does 

not apply to snowmobiles that are purchased as new and 

unused machines or that were operated when the provisions of 

23-2-601 through 23-2-644 were not in force and effect, 

(5) Upon completion of the application on forms 

furnished by the department of justice, the county treasurer 

shall issue to the applicant two copies of the application, 

-8-
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one of which shall be marked "file copy 11
• The treasurer 

shall forward one copy and the original application to the 

department of justice, which shall enter the info-rmation 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate 

of ownership which shall contain that information in the 

application considered necessary by the department of 

justice and a permanent ownership number. The certificate of 

ownership is not to be renewed annually and is valid as long 

as the person holding it owns the snowmobile. 

(6) The owner shall at all times retain possession of 

the certificate of ownership, except when it is being 

transmitted to and from the department of justice for 

endorsement or cancellation. 

(7) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a 

fee of ~3 ~~shall be paid to the county treasurer, $~ $3.50 

of which shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the 

department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle 

recording account of the state special revenue fund.'' 

Section 5. Section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-612. Transfer of 

provided in subsection ( 3). 

interest. ( 1) 

upon a transfer 

Except as 

of any 

certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as 

required under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the person whose title or interest is to be transferred 
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shall write his signature with pe11 and ink upon the 

certificate of owner~hip issu~(i fur the snowmobile in the 

appropriale space provided upon the reverse side of the 

certificate, and such sig11dtl1re shcill be acknowledged before 

a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days therea:£tet'" after 

e.ndorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~e-endot""sed with 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make applicdtion for registration of the 

snowmobile. The county treasurer shall forward the 

application to the department of justice, which shall file 

the same upon receipt thereof. No certificate of ownership 

may be issued by the departmenL of justice until the 

outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office or 

their loss established to its redsonable satisfaction. The 

county treasurer shall collect a fee of ~3 $5 for each 

application for transfer of ownership, of which $i! $3_~ 

shall be forwarded to the department of justice for deposit 

in the motor vehicle recording account of the state special 

revenue fund. 

(3) A purchaser of a new or used snowmobile from a 

licensed snowmobile dealer ha~ d grace period oE 20 calendar 

days from the date of purcha.~~~· to register the snowmobile, 

make application for a certificttte of ownership, and obtain 

-111 
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a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has 

been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not 

a violation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law 

for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snowmobile 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and a decal during the 20-day perioda During 

this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4), 

shall remain affixed to the snowmobile. 

{4) Prior to the delivery of the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue 

snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be 

snowmobile 

and affix 

prescribed 

to 

to 

by 

the 

the 

the 

department of justice). The sticker shall contain the name 

and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the snowmobile, 

including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of 

the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the 

stickPr ro the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) of this section 

do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to 

a duly licf"nsed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the 

snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstrdtion 

purposes, but every ~tteh dealer, upon transferring ~tteh !:!)_~ 

interest, sttdll deliver the certificate of ownership witt1 an 

application for a new certificate executed by the new uwner 

in .H·cordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 thrnuqh 
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23-2-644. The department of justice, upon receipt of the 

certificate of ownership and application for a new 

certificate, containing notice of a security interest, if 

any, shall issue 

with a statement 

a new certificate of ownership together 

of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien." 

Section 6. Section 23-2-613, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-613. Lost or mutilated 

certificate of ownership is lost, 

illegible, the person to whom it 

immediately make application for 

certificates. If any 

mutilated, or becomes 

was issued shall 

and obtain a duplicate 

ehet"eef certificate, upon payment of a fee of ~r ~). 11 

Section 7. Section 61-3-203, M.CA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-203. Fee for original certificate of ownership 

and transfer of title -- disposition. A charge of $4 $5 must 

be made for issuance of an original certificate of ownership 

of title and for a transfer of registration which must be 

collected by the county treasurer. The fees must be 

distributed as follows: 

(l) ~h~ee-deilars $3.50 of each fee must be remitted 

to the department by the county treasurer, as provided in 

15-1-504, for each application for original certificate of 

ownership or transfer of registration. 

{2) Prier--~o--Mat"eh--l,--1966,--a"d--eaeh Each March 

the~eaEeer, the county commissioners of each county shall 

-12-
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divide the fees retained by the county to: 

(a) the city road fund of each city and town within 

the county based on the number of motor vehiclPs registered 

inside the corporate limits of each city or tow11; and 

(b) the county road fund based on the number of motor 

vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities 

and towns.'' 

Section 8. Section 61-3-321, M.CA, is amended to read: 

fees of vehicles "6~-3-321. Registration 

public-owned vehicles exempt from license or registration 

fees -- disposition of fees4 (1) Registration or license 

fees shall be paid upon registration or reregistration of 

motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and semitrailers, 

in accordance with this chapter, as follows: 

(a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under 

(other than motortrucks), $5; 

(b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds {other 

than motortrucks), $10; 

(c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10: 

{d) all motorcycles and quadricyclPs, $2; 

(e) tractors and/or truck~, $10; 

(f) buses shall be classed as motortrucks and licensed 

accordingly; 

(g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 ~.lOunds 

maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers Gf all 

-13-
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weights, $2; 

{h) trailers and semitrailers I)Ver 2,500 up to 6,000 

pounds maximum gross loaded weight (except housetrailers}, 

$5; 

(i) trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds 

maximum gross loaded weight, $10; 

(j) trailers used exclusively in the transportation of 

logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas 

well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and 

secondhand, shall pay a fee of $15 annually, regardless of 

size or capacity. 

(2) All rates shall be 25% higher for motor vehicles, 

trailers, and semitrailers not equipped with pneumatic 

tires. 

(3) ''Tractor'', as specified in this section, means any 

motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a 

trailer or semitrailer. 

(4) If any motor vehicle, houselrailer, trailer, or 

semitrailer is originally registered 6 months afLer the time 

of registration as set by law, the registration or license 

fee for the remainder oE the year shall be one-half of the 

regular fee. 

(5) An additional fee of $3 $5 per year for each 

registration of a vehiclP shall be collected as a 

registration Eee. Revenue from Lhis fee shall be forwarded 

-1 4 
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by the respective county treasurers to the state treasurer 

for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the 

state special revenue fund. 

(6) The provisions of 

payment of registration fees 

this part with respect to the 

shall not apply to or be 

binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, or 

tractors owned or controlled by the United States of America 

or any state, county, or city. 

(7) The provisions of this section relating to the 

payment of registration fees do not apply when number plates 

are transferred to a replacement vehicle under 61-3-317, 

61-3-332(7), or 61-3-335." 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on 

provisions of [this act] is extended to 

[this act). 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a :Fiscal Note for !!B712. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTTON OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An Act making t_he fees for original ce-rtificates of ownership, transfers of title, and lost certificates uniform 
among motor vehicles, snowmobiles. and boats; increasing the registration fee for motor vehicles; and amending 
Sections 23-2-508 t_hrough 23-2-510, 23-2-611 throuRh 23-2-613, 61-3-203, and 61-3-321. t·lCA. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

l. Assume that the number of vehicles titled and registered in calendar year 1989 will remain constant in FY90 
and FY91. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenue: 
Motor Vehicle Account 

Current 
Law 

$3,340,000 

FY90 
Proposed 

Law 
$5,112,000 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES: 

Difference 
$1,772,000 

Current 
Law 

$3,340,000 

FY'H 
Proposed 

Law 
$5,112,000 

Difference 
$1,772,000 

The counties will share an additional $105,000 representing $0.50 increase in titling fees. 

DATE 2ft~/ 8'J Sn , 
-'-17--%4"'1 ' __ ' ,ze>~1 DATE 
NORM WALLIN, PRIMARY SPONSOR 

Fiscal Note for HB712, as introduced 
;/13 7/A 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

INTRODUCED BY j {k~ ~ , 
BY REQUEST GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING THE FEES FOR 

ORIGINAL CERTIFICATES OF OWNERSHIP, TRANSFERS OF TITLE, AND 

LOST CERTIFICATES UNIFORM AMONG MOTOR VEHICLES, SNOWMOBILES, 

AND BOATS; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEE FOR MOTOR 

VEHICLES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-508 THROUGH 23-2-510, 

23-2-6ll THROUGH 23-2-613, 61-3-203, AND 61-3-321, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-508, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-508. (Effective July 1, 1988) Certificate of 

ownership. ( 1) Except as provided in subsection { 9), no 

motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer may be 

operated upon the waters of the state unless a certificate 

of ownership has first been obtained from the department of 

justice in accordance with the laws of this state. 

{2) The owner of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in 

length or longer shall apply for a certificate of ownership 

and a certificate of number with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon forms furnished by 

the department of justice. The forms must require the 

following information: 

~n• <ev'"""" C~ncu 
•, 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

H 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1690/01 

(a) name of the owner; 

(b) residence of the owner, by town or county; 

(c) business or home address of the owner; 

{d) name and address of any lienholder; 

(e) amount due under any contract ot- lien; 

(f) name of the manufacturer; 

(g) model number or name; 

(h) identification number; 

(i) name and address of the dealer or other person 

from whom acquired, if known; and 

(j) such other information as the departm~nl of 

justice may require. 

{3) The application is to be accompanied by 

documentation of ownership, such as an invoice, bill of 

sale, foreign title, official certificate of boat number, 

fee in lieu of tax receipt, or a certificate cf ownership of 

a trailer purchased with the motorboat or sailboat. An 

applicant who fails to p~cvide such proof of ownership shall 

provide a certified statement describing how the motorboat 

or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer was acquired, from 

whom acquired if known, and other information requested by 

the department of just1ce. 

(4) If a certificate of ownershlp has previously been 

issued under the provisions of this part, the application 

for a new certificate must be accompanied by the immediate!:· 

-2- SECOND READING 
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previous certificate. This subsection does not apply to 

rnoto~boats or sailboats 12 feet in length or longer that are 

purchased as new and unused vessels or that were operated 

when the provisions of this part were not in force and 

effect. 

(5) Any motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or 

longer that does not have a mantlfacturer's or other 

identifying number thereon must be assigned an 

identification number by the department of f1sh, wildlife, 

and parks. A fee of Sl must be paid to the department for an 

assignment of number. 

(6) Upon completion of the application, the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant two copie~ of the 

certificate of number application, one of which must be 

marked ''file copy''. The treasurer shall forward one copy and 

the original application for a certificate of ownership to 

the department of justice, which shall enter the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate 

of ownership containing that information in the application 

considered necessary by the department and a permanent boat 

number. The certificate of ownership need not be renewed 

annually and is valid as long as the person holding it owns 

the vessel. 

(7) The owner shall at all times retain possession of 
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the certificate of ownership, except when it is being 

transmitted to and from the department of justice for 

endorsement or cancellation. 

(8) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a 

fee of $6 $5 must be paid to the county treasurer, ~4 $3.50 

of which must be forwarded by the county treasurer to the 

department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle 

recording account of the state special revenue ~und. 

(9) A person who, on July 1, 1988, is the ow:1er of a 

motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or l0nger w1th a 

valid certificate of number isst1ed by ttte state 1s not 

required to file an application for a cert:ficate of 

ownership for the motorbodt or sailboat u1tle~~ he transfers 

a part of his interest in the motorboat or sailboat or he 

renews the certificate of number for the motorboat or 

sailboat." 

Section 2. Section 23-2-509, MCA, is amendeJ to read: 

"23-2--509. Lost or mutilated certificate. I 1) If a 

certificate of ownership is lost or muti:ated or becomes 

illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall 

immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate, 

upon payment of a fee of ~6 $3. 

(2) The duplicate certificate of ownership must be 

plainly marked "duplicate" across its face and be mailed or 

delivered to tht applicant.'' 

-4-
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amended to read: 

Transfer of 

interestw (1) Except as provided in subsection (3), upon a 

transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or 

sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required 

under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or 

interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of 

ownership issued for the motorboat or sailboat in the 

appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the 

certificate, and ~tleh the signature must be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

{2) Within 20 calendar days the~ea£ter after 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~o--e~do~sed with 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make application for registration of the 

motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward 

the application to the department of justice, which shall 

file the certificate upon receipt. No ~certificate of 

ownership may not be issued by the department until any 

outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or 

its loss is established to the department's reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of 

;6 ~ for each application for transfer of ownership, of 

which S4 $3.50 must be forwarded to the department of 
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recording account 

(3) A purchaser of a new ar used motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a 

grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase 

to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for 

a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating 

that the fee in lieu of property tax has been paid on the 

vessel for the current year. It is not a violation of thls 

part or any other law rcr the purchaser t8 operdte a r1ewly 

acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer 

without a certificate of ~wne~ship, cert~f•r~t~ of 

registration, and decal during the 20-day grace period. 

During this period the sticker provided for in sub5ection 

(4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sailbuat. 

{4) Prior to the delivery of a motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer 

shall issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboat constructed 

after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the 

department of justice. The sticker must contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or 

sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep 

a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy 

of the sticker to the department of justice. 
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(5) The provistons of subsection (2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet 

~n length or longer to a duly licensed dealer ~ncending to 

resell tne motorooat or sailboat and who operates ic only 

ror aemonstratton purposes, 

transferr~ng Stlet'l: hlS 

but every ~tleh 

~nterest, snail 

dea.Ler, 

ae11ver 

upGn 

t.ne 

certii~cate or ownership with an appltcacion for d new 

certif~cate executed by the new owner in accoraance Wlth tne 

provtstons or t.nts part. 1ne department oc JUStice, upon 

receipt of tne certificate of ownership and application for 

a new cer:iftcate containing nottce of a secur:ty lnterest, 

tt any, shall issue a new certif1cate or ownersnip, together 

Wttn d Stdtemen~ of any conditional Sdles concract, 

mortgage, or other lien.'' 

Section 4. Section 23-2-611, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-611. Certificate of ownership. I I l No A 

snowmobile may no~ be operated upon any public lands, 

tra.ils, easements, lake::;, rivers~ streams, roadways or 

shoulders of roadways, streets, or highways, unless a 

certificate of ownership has first been obtained from the 

department of justice in accordance with the laws of this 

state. 

( 2) The owner of a snowmobile shall apply Eoc a 

certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon forms to be 
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furnished for th1s purpose. 

following information: 

The for~s must reau1re the 

(a) name of the owner; 

(b) 

(C) 

(d) 

{e) 

It l 

(g) 

(h) 

Ill 

residence ot tne owner ov town ana count~ 

ous1ness or nome maLL auaress ot tne cwne:

name and adaress of any 11e~ holce: 

amount aue unaer anv contract or 11er. 

name or tne rnanuracture:·; 

model numoer or name; 

identification number: a~C 

name and address of the aea1er or otnt:r 

trom wnom acqu1rea 

person 

(3) '!'he application must. oe signed by at ledst one 

owner or by a properly authorized off1cer ur 

of the owner. 

repre::;;encative 

I 4 l If a certificdte of ownership has previously been 

issued under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the application for a new certificate must h~ dcccmpanied by 

the immediately previous certificate. This subsection does 

not apply to snowmobiles that are purchased as new and 

unused machines or that were operated whe11 tl1e provisions of 

23-2-601 through 23-2-644 were not in force and eftect. 

(5) Upon completion of the appliccttion 011 forms 

furnished by the departmenl of justice, the county treasurer 

shall isstJe to the applicant two copies o( the application, 

-8-
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one of which shall be marked "file copy". The treasurer 

shall forward one copy and the original application to the 

department of justice, which shall enter the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate 

of ownership which shall contain thdt information in the 

application considered necessary by the department of 

justice and a permanent ownership number. The certificate of 

ownership is not to be renewed annually and is valid as lonq 

as the person noldina it owns the snowmobile. 

(6) The owner sna1l at all times retain possession of 

the certificate of ownersn1p, except when it is being 

transmitted to and from the department of justice for 

endorsement or cancellation. 

~ 7) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, d 

fee of 53 ~.?-shall be paid to the county treasurer, sr $3.50 

0f which shall be forwarded bv the county treasurer to the 

department of justice and deoosited in the motor vehicle 

recoraing account of the state special revenue fund.' 1 

Section 5. Section 23~2~612, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-612. Transfer of interest. ( 1) Except as 

prov1ded in subsection (3), upon a transfer of any 

cert1ficate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as 

required under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the person whose title or interest is to be transferred 
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shall write his signature with pen a11d ir1k upon the 

certificate of ownership issued for the ~nowmobile in the 

appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of the 

certificdte, and such signature shall be ac~nowledged before 

a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calenddr days thered:ft~r dEter 

endorsement. the transferee shall make app~icatio~ for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~~-~~~er~~d with 

the county treasurer of the cotintv in which the transferee 

:-esides and also make aoplicatio~ for realst:-dt~on )f 1::f'.e 

snowmobile. The county treo.sur~r ::;hall f :Jr ·..,r.:l :-._:;_ tne 

appi1cat10n to the department of justice, ~n1cn s~a: file 

the same upon receipt thereof. No certificate of ~wnership 

may be issued bv the depar~ment of JUstice until the 

outstandina certificates are surrendered tc ~ndt office or 

their loss established to its reasonable satisfaction. The 

county treasurer shall collect a fee of 53 $5 for each 

application for transfer of ownership, of which Si $3.50 

shall be forwarded to the department of lustice for deposit 

in the ~otor vehicle recording account of the stdte special 

revenue fund. 

[3) A purchaser of a new or used sr1owmobile from a 

licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar 

days from the date of purchase to register the snowmobile, 

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain 

~lo~ 
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a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has 

been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not 

a violation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law 

for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snowmobile 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During 

this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4), 

shall remain affixed to the snowmobile. 

(4) Prior to the delivery or the snowmobile to tne 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the 

snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the 

department of justice). The sticker snall contain tne nam~ 

and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the snowmobile, 

including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of 

the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the 

sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) of this section 

do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to 

a duly licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the 

snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstration 

purposes, but every ~uen dealer, upon transferring Stleh his 

interest, shall deliver the certificate of owrlership with an 

application for a new certificate executed by the new owner 

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through 

-11-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1690/0l 

23-2-644. The department of justice, upon recetpr- of the 

certificate 

certificate, 

of ownership and application for a new 

containing notice of a security interest, if 

any, shall issue a new certificate cf owne~ship together 

with a statement of any conditiona: 

mortgage, or other lien.'' 

saies contract, 

Section 6. Section 23-2-613, MCA1 is amended cc read: 

"23-2-613. Lost or mutilated cerlificates. If any 

certificate of ownership 1s lo5t 1 mutildted, or becomes 

illegible, the person to whom it *ilS lS.'iUPd shall 

immediately make application for and obtdi:l a OlJpl icate 

the!"eef ~~_rtifl_£dte, upon payme!!: ot u fet:: :J~ S-2 .?__3." 

Section 7. section 61-3-203, MCA, 1s awendcd LJ read: 

"61-J-203. Fee for original certificale of ownership 

and transfer of title -- disposition. A charge of $4 55 must 

be made for issuance of an original certificdte of ownership 

of title and for a trar1sfer of registraLion which must be 

collected by the county treasurer. The fees must be 

distributed as follows: 

(1) :P~t"ee-d~iiar~ $3.52_ of each feP :nust be remitted 

to the depar-tment by the county trea::;urer, as provided in 

15-1-504, for each application for originul certiticate of 

ownership or transfer of registratiorl. 

(2) Prior--to·--Mat"eh--i.,--:r966-,--artd--eaeh Each March 

~heree£ter, the county commissioners of each county shall 

-12-
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divide the fees retained by the county to: 

(a) the city road fund of each city and town within 

the county based on the number of motor vehicles registered 

inside the corporate limits of each city or town; und 

(b) the county road fund based on the number of motor 

vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities 

and towns,'' 

Section 8. Section 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles 

public-owned vehicles exempt from license or registration 

fees-- disposition of fees. (1) Registration or license 

fees shall be paid upon registration or reregistration of 

motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and semitrailers, 

in accordance with this chapter, as follows: 

{a) mote~ vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under 

{other than motortrucks), $5; 

(b) mota~ vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds {other 

than motortrucks), $10; 

(c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10; 

(d) all motorcycles and quadricycles, $2: 

(e) tractors and/or trucks, $10; 

(f) buses shall be classed as motortrucks and licensed 

accordingly; 

(g) trailers and semitrail~rs less than 2,500 pounds 

maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers of all 
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weights, $2; 

(h) traile~s and semitrailers over 2,SOO up to 6,000 

pounds maxiffillffi gro~s loaded wetght (except hou.sPtrailers), 

$5; 

{i) trailers dnd ~e~itrailers over 6,LIOU pounds 

maximum gross lauded weight, $10; 

(j) trailers used exclusively in the transportation of 

logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and qas 

well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and 

secondhand, shall pay a fee of 515 an11ually, teg~rdle~s of 

size or capacity. 

{2) All ra~es shall oe 25% nigher for moto~ venic1es, 

trailers, and semitrailers not equipped with pneumatic 

tires. 

( 3) ''Tractor'', as specified in this sec~ion, means any 

motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a 

trailer or semitrailer. 

(4) If any motor vehi~le, housetrailer, trailer, or 

semitrailer is originally registered 6 months after the time 

of registration as set by law, the registration or license 

fee for the remainder of the year shall be one-half of the 

regular fee. 

(5) An additional fee of 

regil:;t rat ion of a vehicle 

$3 $5 

shall 

per 

be 

year for each 

collected as a 

registration fee. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded 

-14-
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1 by the respective county treasurers to the state treasurer 

2 for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the 

3 state special revenue fund. 

4 (6) The provisions of this part with respect to the 

5 payment of registration fees shall not apply to or be 

6 binding upon motor vehicles, tr-ailers or semitrailers, or 

7 tractors owned or controlled by the United States of America 

8 or any state, county, or city. 

9 {7) The provisions of this section relating to the 

10 payment of registration fees dJ not apply when number plates 

11 are transferred to a replacement vehicle under 61-3-317, 

12 61-3-332(7), or 61-3-335.'' 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Extension of authority. Any 

14 existing a11thority to make rules on the subject uf the 

15 provisions of [this act) is extended to the provisions of 

16 [this act]. 

-End-
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I+ {j BILL NO. :11_2-
INTRODUCED BY !i~,Z~ 

BY REQUEST OF~NEY GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING THE FEES FOR 

ORIGINAL CERTIFICATES OF OWNERSHIP, TRANSFERS OF TITLE, AND 

LOST CERTIFICATES UNIFORM AMONG MOTOR VEHICLES, SNOWMOBILES, 

AND BOATS; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEE FOR MOTOR 

VEHICLES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-508 THROUGH 23-2-510, 

23-2-611 THROUGH 23-2-613, 61-3-203, AND 61-J-321, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-508, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-508. (Effective July 1, 1988) Certificate of 

ownership. (1) Except as provided in subsection {9), no 

motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer may be 

operated upon the waters of the state unless a certificate 

of ownership has first been obtained from the department of 

justice in accordance with the laws of this state. 

(2) The owner of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in 

length or longer shall apply for a certificate of ownership 

and a certificate of number with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon forms furnished by 

the department of justice. The forms must require the 

following information: 

~na ...,..,..,, •• Council 
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(a) name of the owner; 

(b) residence of the owner, by town or county; 

(c) business or home address of the owner; 

(d) name and address of any lienholder; 

(e) amount due under any contract or lien; 

(f) name of the manufacturer; 

(g) model number or name; 

(h) identification number; 

(i) name and address of the dealer or other person 

from whom acquired, if known; and 

( j I such other information as the department of 

justice may require. 

(3) The application is to be accompanied by 

documentation of ownership, such as an invoice, bill of 

sale, foreign title, official certificate of boat number, 

fee in lieu of tax receipt, or a certificate of ownership of 

a trailer purchased with the motorboat or sailboat. An 

applicant who fails to provide such proof of ownership shall 

provide a certified statement describing how the motorboat 

or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer was acquired, from 

whom acquired if known, and other information requested by 

the department of justice. 

(4) If a certificate of ownership has previously been 

issued under the provisions of this part, the application 

for a new certificate must be accompanied by the immediate!~ 

-2- THIRD READING 
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previous certificate~ This subsection does not apply to 

motorboats or sailboats 12 feet in length or longer that are 

purchased as new and unused vessels or that were operated 

when the provisions of this part were not in force and 

effect. 

(5) Any motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or 

longer that does not have a manufacturer's or other 

identifying number thereon must be assigned an 

identification number by the department of fish, wildlife, 

and parks. A fee of $1 must be paid to the department for an 

assignment of number. 

(6) Upon completion of the application, the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant two copies of the 

certificate of number application, one of which must be 

marked "file copy". The treasurer shall forward one copy and 

the original application for a certificate of ownership to 

the department of justice, which shall enter the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a c~rtificate 

of ownership containing that information in the application 

considered necessary by the d~partment and a permanent boat 

number. The certificate of ownership need not be renewed 

annually and is valid as long as the person holding it owns 

the vessel. 

(7) The owner shall at all times retain possession of 
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the certificate of ownership, except when it is being 

transmitted to and from the department of justice for 

endorsement or cancellation. 

(8) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a 

fee of $6 ~must be paid to the county treasurer, $4 $3.50 

of which must be forwarded by the county treasurer to the 

department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle 

recording account of the state special revenue fund. 

(9) A person who, on July 1, 1988, is the owner of a 

motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer with a 

valid certificate of number issued by the state is not 

required to file an application for a certificate of 

ownership for the motorboat or sailboat unless he transfers 

a part of his interest in the motorboat or sailboat or he 

renews the certificate of number for the motorboat or 

sailboat." 

Section 2. section 23-2-509, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-509. Lost or mutilated certificate. (1) If a 

certificate of ownership is lost or mutilated or becomes 

illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall 

immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate, 

upon payment of a fee of $6 $3. 

(2) The duplicate certificate of ownership must be 

plainly marked "duplicate" across its face and be mailed or 

delivered to tht· applicant." 
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Section 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

(Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of 

Except as provided in subsection (3), upon a 

transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or 

sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required 

under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or 

interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of 

ownership issued for the motorboat or sailboat in the 

appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the 

certificate, and ~~en the signature must be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days enereafter ~fter 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership so--eftdOt3ed with 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make application for registration of the 

motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward 

the application to the department of justice, which shall 

file the certificate upon receipt. No ~ certificate of 

ownership may not be issued by the department until any 

outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or 

its loss is established to the department's reasonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of 

$6 $5 for each application for transfer of ownership, of 

which $4 $3.50 must be forwarded to the department of 

-5-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1690/01 

justice for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account 

of the state special revenue fund. 

(3) A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a 

grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase 

to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for 

a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating 

that the fee in lieu of property tax has been paid on the 

vessel for the current year. It is not a violation of this 

part or any other law for the purchaser to operate a newly 

acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and decal during the 20-day grace period. 

During this period the sticker provided for in subsection 

(4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sailboat. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of a motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer 

shall issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboat constructed 

after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the 

department of justice. The sticker must contain the name and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or 

sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep 

a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy 

of the sticker to the department of justice. 
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(5) The provisions of subsection (2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet 

in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending to 

resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only 

for demonstration purposes, but every s~eft dealer, upon 

transferring such his interest, shall deliver the 

certificate of ownership with an application for a new 

certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this part. The department of justice, upon 

receipt of the certificate of ownership and application for 

a new certificate containing notice of a security interest, 

if any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership, together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien." 

Section 4. Section 23-2-611, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-611. Certificate of ownership. ( 1) Ne ~ 

snowmobile may not be operated upon any public lands, 

trails, easements, lakes, rivers, streams, roadways or 

shoulders of roadways, streets, or highways, unless a 

certificate of ownership has first been obtained from the 

department of justice in accordance with the laws of this 

state. 

(2) The owner of a snowmobile shall apply for a 

certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon forms to be 

-7-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1690/01 

furnished for this purpose. The forms must require the 

following information: 

(a} name of the owner; 

(b) residence of the owner by town and county; 

(c) business or home mail address of the owner; 

(d) name and address of any lien holder; 

(e) amount due under any contract or lien; 

(f) name of the manufacturer; 

(g) model number or name; 

(h) identification number; and 

(i) name and address of the dealer or othPr person 

from whom acquired. 

(3) The application must be signed by at le6St one 

owner or by a properly authorized officer or represe~cative 

of the owner. 

(4) If a certificate of ownership has previously been 

issued under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the application for a new certificate must be accompan1ed by 

the immediately previous certificate. This subsection does 

not apply to snowmobiles that are purchased as new and 

unused machines or that were operated when the provisicns of 

23-2-601 through 23-2-644 were not in force and effect. 

{5) Upon completion of the application on forms 

furnished by the department of justice, the county treasurer 

shall issue to the applicant two copies of the application, 
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one of which shall be marked 11 file copy". The treasurer 

shall forward one copy and the original application to the 

department of justice, which shall enter the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate 

of ownership which shall contain that information in the 

application considered necessary by the department of 

justice and a permanent ownership number. The certificate of 

ownership is not to be renewed annually and is valid as long 

as the person holding it owns the snowmobile. 

(6) The owner shall at all times retain possession of 

the certificate 

transmitted to 

of .ownership, 

and from the 

endorsement or cancellation. 

except when 

department 

it 

of 

is being 

justice for 

(7) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a 

fee of $3 $5 shall b~ paid to the county treasurer, $r i3~2Q 

of which shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the 

department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle 

recording account of the state special revenue fund.'' 

Section 5. Section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-612. Transfer 

provided in subsection 

of 

(3)' 

interest. (1) 

upon a transfer 

Except as 

of any 

certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as 

required under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the person whose title or interest is to be transferred 
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shall write his signature with pen and ink upon the 

certificate of ownership issued for the snowmobile in the 

appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of the 

certificate, and such signature shall be acknowledged before 

a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days t::het'eafter- after 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~o-endo~~ed with 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make application for registrdt~on of the 

snowmobile. The county treasurer shall forwcird the 

application to the departmen·t of justice, which shall file 

the same upon receipt thereof. No certificate of ownership 

may be issued by the department of justice until the 

outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office or 

their loss established to its reasonable satisfaction. The 

county treasurer shall collect a fee of $3 $5 for each 

application for transfer of ownership, of which sr $3~ 
shall be forwarded to the department of justice for deposit 

in the motor vehicle recording account of the state special 

revenue fund. 

(3} A purchaser of a new or used snowmobile from a 

licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar 

days from the date of purchase to register the snowmobile, 

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain 
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a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has 

been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not 

a violation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law 

for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snowmobile

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and a deCal during the 20-day period. During 

this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4), 

shall remain affixed to the snowmobile. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of the snowmobile to the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the 

snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the 

department of justice). The sticker shall contain the name 

and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the snowmobile, 

including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of 

the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the 

sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) of this section 

do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to 

a duly licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the 

snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstration 

purposes, but every etleh dealer, upon transferring euch ~is 

interest, shall deliver the certificate of ownership with an 

application for a new certificate executed by the new owner 

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through 
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23-2-644, The department of justice, upon receipt of the 

certificate of ownership and application for a new 

certificate, containing notice of a security interest, if 

any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership together 

with a statement of any conditional 

mortgage, or other lien.'' 

sales contract, 

Section 6. Section 23-2-613, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-613. Lost or mutilated certificates. If any 

certificate of ownership is lost, mutilated, or becomes 

illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall 

immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate 

~hereof certit~)~ate, upon payment of a fee of $i! ~·" 

Section 7. Section 61-3-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-203. Fee for original certificate of ownership 

and transfer of title -- disposition. A charge of $4 $5 must 

be made for issuance of an original certificate of ownership 

of title and for a transfer of registration which must be 

collected by the county treasurer. The fees must be 

distributed as follows: 

(l) Three-dollars $3.~Q of each Eee must be remitted 

to the department by the county treasurer, as provided in 

15-1-504, for each application for original certificate of 

ownership or transfer of registration. 

(2) Pr±or--~o--Mareh--%,--!966,--Bnd--eaeh ~?~~ Mdrch 

~here8ft~r, the county commissioners of edch county shall 

-12-



• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1690/01 

divide the fees retained by the county to: 

(a) the city road fund of each city and town within 

the county based on the number of motor vehicles registered 

inside the corporate limits of each city or town; and 

(b) the county road fund based on the number of motor 

vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities 

and towns.'' 

Section 8. 

"61-3-321. 

Section 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read: 

Registration fees of vehicles 

public-owned vehicles exempt from license or registration 

fees-- disposition of fees. (1} Registration or license 

fees shall be paid upon registration or reregistration of 

motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and semitrailers, 

in accordance with this chapter, as follows: 

(a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under 

(other than motortrucks), $5; 

(b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other 

than motortrucks), $10; 

(c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10; 

(d) all motorcycles and quadricycles, $2; 

{e) tractors and/or trucks, $10; 

(f) buses shall be classed as motortrucks and licensed 

accordingly: 

(g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds 

maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers of all 
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weights, $2: 

(h) trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000 

pounds maximum gro~s loaded weight (except housetrdilers), 

$5; 

(i) trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds 

maximum gross loaded weight, $10i 

(j} trailers used exclusively in the transportation of 

logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas 

well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and 

secondhand, shall pay a fee o( $15 annually, regardles~ of 

size or capacity. 

(2} All rates shall be 25% higher for motor ~~hicles, 

trailers, and semitrailers not equipped with pneumatic 

tires. 

(3) ''Tractor'', as specified in this section, means any 

motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a 

trailer or semitrailer. 

(4) If any motor vehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or 

semitrailer is originally registered 6 months after the time 

of registration as set by law, the registration or license 

fee for the remainder of the year shall be one-half of the 

regular fee. 

(5) An additional fee of 

registration of a vehicle 

~3 $5 

shall 

per 

be 

year for each 

collected as a 

registration fee. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded 
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1 by the respective county treasurers to the state treasurer 

2 for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the 

3 state special revenue fund. 

4 {6) The provisions of this part with respect to the 

5 payment of registration fees shall not apply to or be 

6 binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, or 

7 tractors owned or controlled by the United States of America 

8 or any state, county, or city. 

9 (7) The provisions of this section relating to the 

10 payment of registration fees do not apply when number plates 

11 are transferred to a replacement vehicle under 61-3-317, 

12 61-3-332(7), or 61-3-335." 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Extension of authority. Any 

14 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

15 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

16 [this act]. 

-End-

-15-



51st Legislature !Ill 0712/02 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HOUSE BILL NO. 712 

INTRODUCED BY WALLIN, BOYLAN 

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING THE FEES FOR 

ORIGINAL CERTIFICAT~S OF OWNERSHIP, TRANSFERS OF TITLE, AND 

LOST CERTIFICATES UNIFORM AMONG MOTOR VEHICLES, SNOWMOBILES, 

AND BOATS; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEE FOR MOTOR 

VEHICLES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-506 THROUGH 23-2-510, 

23-2-611 THROUGH 23-2-613, 61-3-203, AND 61-3-321, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-506, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-508. (Effective July 1, 1988) Certificate of 

ownership. (1) Except as provided in subsection (9), no 

motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer may be 

operated upon the waters of the state unless a certificate 

of ownership has first been obtained from the department of 

justice in accordance with the laws of this state. 

(2) The owner of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in 

length or longer shall apply for a certificate of ownership 

and a certificate of number with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon forms furnished by 

the department of justice. The forms must require lite 

following information: 

~..,. L .. l,loti•• CouncJI 
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(a) name of the owner; 

(b) residence of the owner, by town or county; 

(c) business or home address of the owner; 

(d) name and address of any lienholder; 

(e) amount due under any contract or lien; 

(f) name of the manufacturer; 

(g) model number or namei 

(h) 

( i) 

identification number; 

name and address of the 

from whom acquired, if known; and 

dealer or other person 

( j) such other information as the department of 

justice may require. 

(3) The application is to be accompanied by 

documentation of ownership, such as an invoice, bill of 

sale, foreign title, official certificate of boat number, 

fee in lieu of tax receipt, or a certificate of ownership of 

a trailer purchased with the motorboat or sailboat. An 

applicant who fails to provide such proof of ownership shall 

provide a certified statement describing how the motorboat 

or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer was acquired, from 

whom acquired if known, and other information requested by 

the department of justice. 

(4} If a certificate of ownership has previously been 

issued under the provisions of this part, the application 

for a new certificate must be accompanied by the immediately 

-2- HB 712 
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previous certificate. This subsection does not apply to 

motorboats or sailboats 12 feet in length or longer that are 

purchased as new and unused vessels or that were operated 

when the provisions of this part were not in force and 

effect. 

(5) Any motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or 

longer that does not have a manufacturer's or other 

identifying number thereon must be assigned an 

identification number by the department of fish, wildlife, 

and parks. A fee of $1 must be paid to the department for an 

assignment of number. 

(6) Upon completion of the application, the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant two copies of the 

certificate of number application, one of which must be 

marked "file copy"~ The treasurer shall forward one copy and 

the original application for a certificate of ownership to 

the department of justice, which shall enter the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate 

of ownership containing that information in the application 

considered necessary by the department and a permanent boat 

number. The certificate of ownership need not be reney,·ed 

annually and is valid as long as the person holding it owns 

the vessel. 

(7} Th~ (lWfl~r shall at all times retain possession of 

-3- HB 712 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0712/02 

the certificate of ownership, except when it is being 

transmitted to and from the department of justice for 

endorsement or cancellation. 

{8) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a 

fee of $6 ~must be paid to the county treasurer, $4 ~SO 

of which must be forwarded by the counly treasurer to the 

department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle 

recording account of the state special revenue fund. 

(9} A person who, on July 1, 1988, is the owner of a 

motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or long~r with a 

valid certificate of number issued by the state is not 

required to file an application for a certificate of 

ownership for the rnotorboc.t or sailboat unless he transfers 

a part of his interest in the motorboat or sailboat or he 

renews the certificate of number for the motorboat or 

sailboat." 

Section 2. 

"23-2-509. 

Section 23-2-509, MCA, is amended to read: 

Lost or mutilated certificate. ( 1) If a 

certificate of ownership is lost or mutilated or becomes 

illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall 

immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate, 

upon payment of a fee of $6 ~~-

(2) '!'he duplicate certificate of owner5hip must be 

p1ainly marked "duplicate" acro:;s its face and b..:- mailed or 

delivered to the applicant.'' 
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Section 3. Sect ion 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-510. (Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of 

interest. (1) Except as provided in subsection (3), upon a 

transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat oc 

sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required 

under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or 

interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of 

ownership issued for the motorboat or sailboat in the 

appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the 

certificate, and ~~en th~ signature must be acknowledged 

before a notary public. 

( 2) Within 20 calendar days thereafter after 

endorsement, the transferee shall make application for 

transfer of the certificate of ownership ~o--endor~ed with 

the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee 

resides and also make· application for registration of the 

motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward 

the application to the department of justice, which shall 

file the certificate upon receipt. No ~ certificate of 

ownership may not be issued by the department until any 

outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or 

its loss is established to the department's reL;sonable 

satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of 

$6 $5 for each application for transfer of ownership, of 

which $4 $3~?Q must be forwarded to the department of 
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justice for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account 

of the state special revenue fund. 

( 3) A purchaser of a new or used mutodJudt or sailboat 

12 feet in length or lcnger front a licerlst·d deJlcr has a 

grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase 

to register the motorboat or sailboat, mak~ applil:cttinn for 

a certificate of ownership, and obtain a de~al indicating 

that the fee in lieu of property tax has b~en paid on the 

vessel for the current year. It is not a violation of this 

part or any other law for the purchaser to op~rate a newly 

acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer 

without a certificate of ow:letsnLp, ce~tiflCdte of 

registration, and decal during the 20-day gr-~ce period. 

During this period the sticker provided for ir1 subsection 

(4) must remain affixed to the motorbo6~ or sai ~bOdt. 

( 4) Prior to the delivery oE a motorboat oc sailboat 

12 feet in length or lor·ger to the purchaser, the dealer 

shall issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboat cor1~tructed 

after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the 

department of justice. The sticker must contain the n 1me and 

address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address oE the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or 

sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep 

a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a 

of the sticker to the department of justice. 
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(5) The provisions of subsection (2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet 

in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending to 

resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only 

for demonstration purposes, but every ~tleh dealer, upon 

transferring stteh. his interest, shall deliver the 

certificate of ownership with an application for a new 

certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions of this part, The department of justice, upon 

receipt of the certificate of ownership and application for 

a new certificate containing notice of a secu~ity interest, 

if any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership, together 

with a statement of any conditional sales contrdct, 

mortgage, or other lien. 11 

Section 4. Section 23-2-611, MCA, is amended to re~d: 

•21-2-611. Certificate of ownership. ( 1) No ~ 

snowmobile may not:_ be operated upon any public lands, 

trails, easements, lakes, rivers, streams, roadways or 

shoulders of rogdways, streets, or highways, unle~s a 

certificate of ownership has first been obtained from the 

department of justice in accordance with the laws of this 

state. 

(2) The owner of a snowmobile shall apply for a 

certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the 

county in which the owner resides, upon forms to be 

. 
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1 furnished for this purpose. The forms must require the 

2 following information: 

3 (a) name of the owner; 

4 (b) residence of the owner by town and county; 

5 (c) business or home mail address of the owner; 

6 (d) name and address of any lien holder; 

7 (e) amount due under any contract or lien; 

8 (f) name of the manufacturer; 

9 (g) model number or name; 

10 (h) identification number; and 

11 (i) name and address of the dealer or other person 

12 from whom acquired. 

13 (3) The application must be signed by at least one 

14 owner or by a properly authorized officer or representative 

15 of the owner. 

16 (4) If a certificate of ownership hds previously been 

17 issued under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

18 the application far a new certificate mu~t h~ accompanied by 

19 the immediately previous certificate. 'l'his subsE'ction does 

20 not apply to snowmobiles that are pllrCila~ed as new and 

21 unused machines or that were operated wherl the provisions of 

22 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 were not in force ar1d effect. 

23 (5) Upon completion of tht.• app1 iccttion on form~ 

24 furnished by the department of justict•, the cou11ty treasurer 

25 shall issue to lhP applicdnt two co~it•:; llf tt1c applicatiorl, 
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one of which shall be marked ''file copy''. The treasurer 

shall forward one copy and the original application to the 

department of justice, which shall enter the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate 

of ownership which shall contain that information in the 

application considered necessary by the departme~t of 

justice and a permanent ownership number. The certificate of 

ownership is not to be renewed annually and is valid as long 

as the person holding it owns the snowmobile. 

(6) The owner shall at all times retain possession of 

the certificate of ownership, except when it is being 

transmitted to and from the department of justice for 

endorsement or cancellation. 

(7) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a 

fee of $3 i~ shall be paid to the county treasurer, $~ $3.50 

of which shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the 

department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle 

recording account of the state special revenue fund." 

Section 5. Section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read: 

•23-2-612. Transfer of interest. (1) Except as 

provided in subsection (3), upon a transfer of any 

certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as 

required unde~ the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the person whose title or interest is to be transferred 
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shall write his signature with pe~ and ink upon the 

certificate of ownership issued for the SllOwJ~obile in the 

appropriate space provided upon the reve-:se side of the 

certificate, and such signature shall bt-~ aci-:.n, .dt•d-.;wd before 

a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days t-Nr-r~aftt':" after 

~n~_'?!_?~J1l~nt, the transferee si1all rna..;..;- di·~~L~l-·d.tion for 

transfer of the certificate of ow~ershi~· ~n ~nd~~~ed with 

the county treasurer of the COUJlty in which th~ tra:1sferee 

resides and also mdkc applicati~n for re01strd· Oi~ of the 

snowmobile. The county treasu~er shall f (): .... _:;! J the 

application to the department of justice, w!1icf1 :e.nc:.il file 

the same upon receipt thereof. No certificate of ownership 

may be issued by the department of justic2 until the 

outstanding certificates are surr~nd~reJ tJ thQt office or 

their loss established to its reasonable satisfaclior1. The 

county treasurer shall collect a fee of S3 $S for each 

application for transfer of ownership, of which $Z ~~~ 

shall be forwarded to the depa.rtn1ent of justice for deposit 

in the motor vehicle recording account of the state special 

revenue fund. 

(3) A purchaser of a new or used snowmobile from a 

licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 cdlendar 

days from the date of purchase to register the snnwmobile, 

make application for a certificate of ownership, and oblain 
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a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has 

been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not 

a violation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law 

for the purchaser to operate a 

without a certificate of 

newly acquired snowmobile 

ownership, certificate of 

registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During 

this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4), 

shall remain affixed to the snowmobile. 

(4} Prior to the delivery of the snowmobile 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix 

to 

to 

the 

the 

snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the 

department of justice). The sticker shall contain the name 

and address of the purchdser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the snowmobile, 

including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of 

the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the 

sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) of this section 

do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to 

a duly licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the 

snowmobile and who oper-ates it only for demonstration 

purposPs, but every ~~eh dealer, upon transferring ~ueh hi~ 

interest, shall deliver the certificate of ownership with an 

application for a new certificate executPd by the new owner 

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through 
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23-2-644. The department of 

certificate of ownership 

justice, upon receipt of 

and application for a 

the 

new 

certificate, containing notice of a security interest, if 

any. 

with 

shall issue 

a statement 

a 

of 

ne~ certificate of ownership together 

any conditional sales contract, 

mortgage, or other lien." 

Section 6. sect ion 23-2-613, MCA, is anended to read: 

"23-2-613. Lost or mutilated certificdtes. If any 

certificate of ownership is lost, 

illegible, the person to whom it 

mutilated, or becomes 

WdS issuej shall 

immediately make applicatio~ for and obtain a duplicate 

the~eof certificate, upo~ payment of a fee of $2 §~·'' 

Section 7. Section 61-3-203, MCA, is ancoJec:. to read: 

"61-3-203. Fee for orjginal certificdtc of ownership 

and transfer of title -- disposition. A charge of $4 $5 must 

be made for issuance of an original certif1cate of ownership 

of title and for a transfer of registratiar1 which must be 

collected by the county treasurer. Tht• fees must be 

distributed as follows: 

( 1} Three-dollars 1,~. 50 of each fet' must be remit ted 

to the department by the county trP~l~_;ur~:.•r, as provided in 

15-l-504, for each application for origindl certificate of 

ownership or transfer of registration. 

(2) Pr-i:of'--to--Mareh--1 7 --1966,----ttMd- -edeh ~~'Wh Mdrch 

thf't'~e:ft-~r,. the county commissioners of c.Jch county shall 
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divide the fees retained by the county to: 

(a) the city road fund of each city and town within 

the county based on the number of motor vehicles registered 

inside the corporate limits of each city or town; and 

(b) the county road fund based on the number of motor 

vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities 

and towns." 

Section 8. Section 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles 

public-owned vehicles exempt from license or registration 

fees-- disposition of fees. (1) Registration or license 

fees shall be paid upon registration or reregistration of 

motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and semitrailers, 

in accordance with this chapter, as follows: 

(a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under 

(other than motortrucks), $5; 

(b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other 

than motortrucks), $10; 

(c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10: 

(d) all motorcycles and quadricyc1es, $2; 

(e) tractors and/or trucks, $10; 

(f) buses shall be classed as motortrucks and licensed 

accordingly; 

(g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds 

maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers of all 
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weights, $2; 

(h) trailers and se~itrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000 

pounds mdx.irnurn gross loaded weight (except housetrailers), 

$>; 

(i) trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds 

maximum gross loaded weight, $10; 

(j) trailers used exclusively in the transporlation of 

logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil ~nd gas 

well machinery, road machinery, or bridge rr.dterials, new and 

secondhand, shall pay a fee of $15 anr1ually, regdrdl~ss of 

size or capacity. 

(2) All rates shall be 25\ higher for mctor vehicles, 

'trailers, and semitrailers not equipped with pneumatic 

tires. 

(3) ''Tractor'', as specified in this sectior1, means any 

motor vehicle except passenger cars us~d for towing a 

trailer or semitrailer. 

(4) If any motor vehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or 

semitrailer is originally registered 6 month~ after the time 

of registration as set by law, the registration or license 

fee for the remainder of the year shall be one~half of the 

regular fee. 

(5) An additional fee of ~3 $5 

registration of a vehicle shall 

per 

be 

year for

collected 

each 

as a 

registration fee. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded 
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by the respective county treasurers to the state treasurer 

for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the 

state special revenue fund. 

(6) The provisions of 

payment of registration fees 

this part with respect to the 

shall not apply to or be 

binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, or 

tractors owned or controlled by the United States of America 

or any state, county, or city. 

(7) The provisions of this section relating to the 

payment of registration fees do not apply when number plates 

11 are transferred to a replacement vehicle under 61-3-317, 

12 61-3-332(7), or 61-3-335." 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Extension of authority. Any 

14 

1S 

16 

existing authority to make rules on 

provisions of [this act) is extended to 

(this act]. 

-End-
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