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’48 BILL NO. 2 l 2-'

INTRODUCED BY /4.7

BY REQUEST OF THE‘RTTCRNEY GENERAL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING THE FEES FOR
ORIGIRAL CERTIFICATES OF OWNERSHIP, TRANSFERS OF TITLE, AND
LOST CERTIFICATES UNIFORM AMONG MOTOR VEHICLES, SNOWMOBILES,
AND BOATS; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEE FOR MOTOR
VEHICLES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-508 THROUGH 23-2-510,

23-2-611 THROUGH 23-2-613, 61-3-203, AND 61-3-321, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 23-2-508, MCA, is amended to read:
"23-2-5D08. (Effective July 1, 1988) Certificate of

ownership. (1) Except as provided 1in subsection (9), no
motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer may be
operated upon the waters of the state unless a certificate
of ownership has first been obtained from the department of
justice in accordance with the laws of this state.

{2) The owner of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in
length or longer shall apply for a certificate of ownership
and a certificate of number with the county treasurer of the
county in which the owner resides, upon forms Eurnished by
the department of justice. The forms must require the

following information:
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{a) name of the owner;

(b) residence of the owner, by town or county;

(c) business or home address of the owner:

(d) name and address of any lienholder;

(e) amount due under any contract or lien:

() name of the manufacturer:

{g} model number or name;

(h) identification number;

(i) name and address of the dealer or other person
Erom whom acquired, if known; and

{3) such other information as the department of
justice may require.

{3} The application is to be accompanied by
documentation of ownership, such as an invoice, bill of
sale, foreign title, official certificate of boat number,
fee in lieu of tax receipt, or a certificate of ownership of
a trailer purchased with the motorboat or sailboat, An
applicant who fails to provide such proof of ownership shall
provide a certified statement describing how the motorboat
or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer was acguired, from
whom acquired if known,; and other information requested by
the department of justice.

(4) If a certificate of cwnership has previously been
issued under the provisions of this part, the application

for a new certificate must be accompanied by the immediately

—2- INTRODUCED BILL
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previous certificate. This subsection does not apply to
motorboats or sailboats 12 feet in length or longer that are
purchased as new and unused vessels or that were operated
when the provisions of this part were not in force and
effect.

(5} Any motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or
longer that does not have a manufacturer's or other
identifying number thereon must be assigned an
identification number by the department of fish, wildlife,
and parks. A fee of $1 must be paid to the department for an
assignment of number.

{6) Upon completion of the application, the county
treasurer shall issue to the applicant two copies of the
certificate of number application, one o©of which must be
marked "file copy". The treasurer shall forward one copy and
the original application for a certificate of ownership to
the department of justice, which shall enter the information
contained in the application upon the corresponding records
of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate
of ownership containing that information in the application
considered necessary by the department and a permanent boat
number. The certificate of ownership need not be renewed
annually and is valid as long as the person holding it owns

the vessel.

{7) The owner shall at all times retain possession of
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the certificate of ownership, except when it 1is being
transmitted tc and from the department of justice for
endorsement or cancellation.

(B) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a
fee of 96 $5 must be paid to the county treasurer, $4 $3.50
of which must be Forwarded by the county treasurer to ‘the
department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle
recording acecount of the state special revenue fund.

{9) A person who, on July 1, 1988, is the owner of a
motorbocat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer with a
valid certificate of number issued by the state is not
reguired to file an application for a certificate of
ownership for the motorboat or sallboat unless he transfers
a part of his interest in the motcrboat or sailboat or he
renews the certificate of number £for the motorboat or
sailboat."

Section 2. Section 23-2-509, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-509. .Lost or mutilated certificate. (1} If a
cerrificate of ownership is lost or mutilated or becomes
illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall
immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate,
upon payment of a fee of $6 §$3.

{2) The duplicate certificate of ownership must be
plainly marked “duplicate” across its face and be mailed or

delivered to the applicant.”
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Section 3. Section 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-510. (Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of
interest. (1) Except as provided in subsection (3), upen a
transfer ©of a certificate of ownership te a motorboat or
sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required
under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or
interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of
ownership issued for the motorbocat or sailboat in the
appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the
certificate, and such the signature must be acknowledged
before a notary public.

{2} Within 20 calendar  days thereafrer after
endorsement, the transferee shall make application for
transfer of the certificate of ownership sae--endersed with
the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee
resides and also make application for registration of the
motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward
the application to the department of Jjustice, which shall
file the certificate upon receipt. Ne A certificate of
ownership may not be issued by the department until any
outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or
its loss is established to the department's reasonable
satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of
$6 $5 for each application for transfer of ownership, of

which $4 §3.50 must be forwarded to the department of
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justice for deposit in the motor vehicle recvording account
of the state special revenue fund.

{3} A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat
12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a
grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase
to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for
a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating
that the fee in lieu of property tax has been paid on the
vessel for the current year. It is not a vioclation of this
part or any other law for the purchaser to operate a newly
acquifed motorbeat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer
without a certificate of ownership, certificate of
registration, and decal during the 20-day grace period.
During this period the sticker provided for in subsection
(4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sailbcat.

(4) Prior to the delivery of a motorbovat or sailboat
12 feet in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer
shall issne and affix to a motorboat or sailboat constructed
after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the
department of justice. The sticker must contain the name and
address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and
address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or
sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep
a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy

of the sticker to the department of justice.

_6_
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{5) The provisions of subsection {2} do not apply in
the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet
in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending to
resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only
for demonstration purposes, but every auneh dealer, upon
transferring auch his interest, shall deliver the
certificate of ownership with an application for a new
certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the
provisions of this part. The department of justice, upon
receipt of the certificate of ownership and application [for
a new certificate containing notice of a security interest,
if any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership, together
with a statement of any conditional sales contract,
mortgage, or other lien.”

Section 4. section 23-2-811, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-611. Certificate of ownership. (1) Ne A
snowmobile may not be operated upon any public lands,
trails, easements, lakes, rivers, streams, roadways or
shoulders of roadways, streets, or highways, unless a
certificate of ownership has first been obtained from the
department of justice in accordance with the laws of this
state,

(2} The owner of a snowmobile shall apply for a
certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the

county in which the owner resides, upon forms to be
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furnished for this purpose. The fEorms must require the
following information:

(a) name of the owner;

(b} residence of the owner by town and county;

(c) business or home mail address of the owner;

{(d) name and address of any lien holder:

{e) amount due under any contract or lien;

(f) name of the manufacturer;

{g) model number or name;

{h) identification number; and

{L} name and address of the dealer or other person
from whom acguired.

(3} The application must be signed by at least one
owner or by a properly authorized officer or representative
of the owner.

{4) If a certificate of ownership has previcusly been
issued under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644,
the application for a new certificate must be accompanied by
the immediately previous certificate., This subsection does
not apply to snowmobiles that are purchased as néw and
unused machines or that were operated when the provisions of
23-2-801 through 23-2-644 were not in force and effect,

(5) Upon completion of the application on forms
furnished by the department of Jjustice, the county treasurer

shall issue to the applicant two copies of the application,
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one of which shall be marked "file copy". The treasurer
shall ferward one copy and the original application to the
department of Jjustice, which shall enter the information
contained in the application upon the corresponding records
of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate
of ownership which shall contain that information in the
application considered necessary by the department of
justice and a permanent ownership number. The certificate of
ownership is not to be renewed annually and is valid as long
as the person holding it owns the snowmobile.

(6) The owner shall at all times retain possession of
the certificate of ownership, except when 1t 1is being
transmitted to and from the department of justice for
endorsement or cancellation.

{(7) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a
fee of $3 $5 shall be paid to the county treasurer, $2 $3.50
of which shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the
department c©f Jjustice and deposited in the motor vehicle
recording account of the state special revenue fund."

Section 5. Section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-612. Transfer of interest. (1} Except as
provided in subsection (3}, upon a transfer of any
certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as
required under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644,

the person whose title or interest is to be transferred
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shall write his signature with pen and ink upon the
certificate of ownership issued fur the snowmobile in the
appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of the
certificate, and such signature shall be acknaowledged before
a notary public.

{2) Within 20 calendar days thereafter after
endorsement, the transferee shall make application for
transfer of the «certificate of ownership so-endessed with
the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee
resides and also make application for registration of the
snowmobile. The county treasurer shall forward the
application to the department of justice, which shall file
the same upon receipt thereof. No certificate of ownership
may be issued by the department of Jjustice until the
outstanding certificates are surrendered to that woffice or
their 1loss established to its reascnable satisfaction. The
county treasurer shall collect a fee of $3 §$5 for each
application for transfer of ownership, of which $2 §3.50
shall be forwarded to the department of Jjustice for deposit
in the motor wvehicle recording account of the state special
revenue fund.

(3) A purchaser ¢of a new or used spowmobile from a
licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar
days from the date of purchase to register the snowmobile,

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain
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a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has
been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not
a violation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law
for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snocwmobile
without a certificate of cwnership, certificate of
registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. bDuring
this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4),
shall remain affixed to the snowmobile.

{4) Prior to the delivery of the snowmobile to the
purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the
snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the
department of Jjustice)}. The sticker shall contain the name
and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and
address of the dealer, and a description of the snowmobile,
including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of
the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the
sticker to the department of justice.

{5) The prowvisions of subsection (2} of this section
do not apply in the event of the transfer of & snowmobile to
a duly licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the
snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstration
purposes, but every sueh dealer, upon transferring sueh his
interest, shall deliver the certificate of cwnership with an
application for a new certificate executed by the new owner

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through
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23-2-644. The department of justice, upon receipt of the
certificate of ownership and application for a new
certificate, containing notice of a security interest, 1if
any, shall 1issue a new certificate of ownership together
with a statement of any conditional sales contract,
mortgage, or other lien."

Section 6. Ssection 23-2-613, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-613. Lost or mutilated certificates. If any
certificate of ownership is lost, mwmutilated, or becomes
illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall
immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate
thereef certificate, upeon payment of a fee of §2 §3."

Section 7. Section 61-3-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-203. Fee Ffor original certificate of ownership
and transfer of title -- disposition. A charge of $4 §5 must
be made for issuance of an original certificate of ownership
of title and for a transfer of registration which must be
collected by the county tfeasurer. The fees must be
distributed as follows:

(1) Phrep-dettars 53.50 of each fee must be remitted
to the department by the county treasurer, as provided in
15-1-504, for each application for original certificate of
ownership or transfer of registration.

(2) Prier--te—-March--i;--1%667--and--sach Each March

thereaftery the county commissioners of each county shall

-12-
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divide the fees retained by the county to:

(a) the city road fund of each city and town within
the county based on the number of motor vehicles registered
inside the corporate limits of each city or town; and

{b} the county road fund based on the number of motor
vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities
and towns."

Section 8. Section 61-3-321, MCa, is amended tc read:

"61-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles -
public-owned vehicles exempt from license or registration
fees —-— disposition of fees. (1) Registration or license
fees shall be paid upon registration or reregistration of
motar vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and semitrailers,
in accordance with this chapter, as follows:

(a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under
(other than meotortrucks), $5;

{(b) moter vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other
than motortrucks), $10;

(c)y electrically driven passenger vehlcles, $10;:

(d) all motorcycles and quadricycles, $2;

{e) tractors and/or trucks, $10;

(£} buses shall be classed as motortrucks and 1licensed
accordingly;

{g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds

maximum gross loaded welght and housetrailers of all
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weights, $2;

{h) trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000
pounds maximum gross lcaded weight (except

$5;

housetrailers);

(i) trailers and semitrailers aver 6,000 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight, $10;

() trailers used exclusively in the transportation of
logs in the feorest or in the transportation of oil and " gas
well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials. new and
secondhand, shall pay a fee of $15 annually, regardless of
size Or capacity.

{2) All rates shall be 25% higher for mctor wvehicles,

trailers, and semitrailers not equipped with preumatic

tires.

(3) "Tractor", as specified in this section, means any
motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a

trailer or semitrailer.

(4} If any motor wehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or
semitrailer is originally registered 6 months after the time

of registration as set by law, the registration or license

fee for the remainder of the year shall be one-half of the

regular fee.

{5) An additional fee of &3 $5 per year for each

registration of a vehicle shall be collected as a

registration fee. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded
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by the respective county treasurers to the state treasurer
for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the
state special revenue fund.

{6) The provisions of this part with respect to the
payment of registration fees shall neot apply to or be
binding upon motor wvehicles, trailers or semitrailers, or
tractors owned or controlled by the United States of America
or any state, county, or city.

(7) The provisions of this section relating to the
payment of registration fees do not apply when number plates
are transferred to a replacement vehicle under 61-3-317,
61-3-332(7), or 61-3-335."

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

-End-

_15_



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
Irn compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB712, as introduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An Act making the fees for original certificates of ownership, transfers ot title, and lost certificates uniform
among motor vehicles, snowmobiles., and boats. increasing the registration fee for motor vehicles; and amending
Sect1ons 23-2-508 through 23-2-510, 23-2-611 through 23-2-613, 61-3-263, and 61-3-321, MCA.

ASSUMPTIONS:
1. Assume that the number of vehicles titled and registered in calendar year 1989 will remain constant in FY$0
and FY91l.
FISCAL TMPACT: ¥YO0 Yol
Current Proposed Current Proposed
Revenue: Law Law Difference Law __Law Difference
Mctor Vehicle Account $3,340,000 $5,112,000 $1,772,000 $3,340,000 $5,112,000 $1,772,000

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES:

The counties will share an additional $105,000 representing $0.50 increase in titling fees.

@ %@W noQ DATE ’2/??%7 7 "??@fﬂ” . z;’e",fi/?"’:?’ DATE

HACKLEFORD, /BUDGET DIRECTOR NORM WALLIN, PRIMARY SPONSOR
OF CE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING

Fiscal Note for HB712, as introduced

HB T/
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

I‘J’B BILL NO. 2 /2"

INTRODUCED BY [/

BY REQUEST OF THE\ATTORNEY GENERAL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT MAKING THE FEES FOR
ORIGIRAL CERTIFICATES QF OWNERSHIP, TRANSFERS OF TITLE, AND
LOST CERTIFICATES UNIFORM AMONG MOTOR VEHICLES, SNOWMOBILES,
BND BOATS; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEE FOR MOTOR
VERTICLES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 231-2-508 THROUGH 23-2-510,

23-2-611 THROUGH 23-2-613, 61-3-203, AND 61i-3-321, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. sSection 23-2-508, MCA, is amended to read:
"23-2-508. (Effective July 1, 1988) Certificate of

ownership. (1) Except as provided in subsection ({9}, no
motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer may be
operated upon the waters of the state unless a certificate
of ownership has first been obtained from the department of
justice in accordance with the laws of this state.

(2} The cwner of a motorboat or sailbecat 12 feet in
length or lconger shall apply for a certificate of ownership
and a certificate of number with the county treasurer of the
county in which the owner resides, upon forms furnished by

the department of justice. The forms must reguire the
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(a) name of the owner;
{b) residence of the owner, by town Oor countys:
{c) business or home address of the owner;
{(d) nmname and address of any lienholder;
{e) amount due under any conktract or lien;
(f) name of the manufacturer:
{(g) model number or name; .
{h) 1identification number;
(i) name and address of the dealer or other person

from whom acquired, if Kkncwn; and

{j} such other information as the department of
justice may require.

{3) The application is to be accompanied by
documentation of ownership, such as an invoice, bill of
sale, foreign title, official certificate of boat number,
fee in lieu of tax receipt, or a certificate cf ownership of
a2 trailer purchased with the motarbocat or sailboat. An
applicant who fails to provide such proocf of ownership shall
provide a certified statement describing how the motorboat
or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer was acquired, from
whom acqguired if known, and other information requested by
the department of justice.

{(4) If a certificate of ownership has previously been
issued under the provisions of this part, the application

for 2 new certificate must be accompanied by the immediately

o SECOND READING
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previous vcertificate. This subsection does not apply to
motorbeats or sailboats 12 feet in length or longer that are
purchased as new and unused vessels or that were operated
when the provisions of this part were not in force and
effect.

{5) Any motcrboat or sallboat 12 feet 1in length or
longer that does not have a manufacturer’s or other
identifying number thereon must be assigned an
identification number by the department of fish, wildlife,
and parks., A fee of Sl must be paid to the department for an
assignment of number.

{6) Upon completion of the application, the county
treasurer shall 1issue to the applicant two coples of the
certificate of number application, one of which must be
marked "file copy". The treasurer shall forward one copy and
the original application for a certificate of ownership to
the department of justice, which shall enter the information
contained in the application upon the corresponding records
of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate
of ownership containing that information in the application
considered necessary by the department and a permanent boat
number. The certificate of ownership need not be renewed
annually and is valid as long as the person holding it owns

the vessel.

(7) The owner shall at all times retain possession of
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the certificate of ownership, except when it is being
transmitted to and from the department of justice for
endorsement or cancellation.

(8) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a
fee of $6 $5 must be paid to the county treasurer, §4 $3.50
of which must be forwarded by the county treasurer to the
department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle
recording account of the state special revenue Iund.

(%) A person who, con July 1, 1988, is the owaer of a
motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or langer with a
valid certificate of number issued by tie state 13 not
required to Eile an application for a certificate  of
ownership £for the motorboat or sailboat unless he transfers
a part of his interest in the motorboat or sailbeat or he
renews the certificate of number for the motorboat or
sailboat."”

Section 2. Section 23-2-509, MCA, is amended to read:

*23-2-509, Lost or mutilated certificate. (LY If a
certificate of ownership is lost or mutilated or becomes
illegible, the person toe whom it was issued shall
immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate,
upon payment of a fee of 56 $3.

(2) The duplicate certificate of ownership must be
plainly marked "duplicate” across its face and be mailed or

delivered to the applicant.”



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1690/01

Section 3. Section 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-510. (Effective July 1, 1988} Transfer of
interest. (1) Except as provided in subsection {(3). upon a
transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or
sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required
under the provisions cof this part, the person whose title or
interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of
cwnership issued for the motorboat or sailboat in the
appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the
certificate, and 8ueh the signature must be acknowledged
before a notary publig.

{2) within. 20 calendar days thereafter after
endorsement, the transferee shall make application for
transfer of the certificate of ownership se--endorsed with
the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee
resides and also make application for registration of the
motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward
the application to the department of Jjustice, which shall
file the certificate wupon receipt. Ne A certificate of
ownership may not be issued by the department until any
outstanding certificate i1s surrendered to the department or
its loss is established to the department's reascnable
satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of
$6 §5 for each application for transfer of ownership, of

which 54 $3,50 must Dbe forwarded to the department of
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justice for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account
of the state special revenue fund.

(3) A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat
12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a
grace period of 20 calendar days from the date c¢f purchase
to register the motcorbeoat ar sailboat, make application for
a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating
that the fee in lieu of property tax has been paid on the
vessel for the current year. It is not a violaticn of <th:is
part or any other law fcr the purchaser to cperdte a newly
acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer
without a certificate of ownership, vcertificate of
registration, and decal during the 20-day ograce period.
Puring this period the sticker provided for in subsect:ion
(4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sallboat.

{4) Prior to the delivery of a motorboat or sailboat
12 feet 1in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer
shall issue and affix te a motorbcat or sailboat constructed
after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the
department of justice. The sticker must contain the name and
address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and
address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or
sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep
a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy

of the sticker to the department of justice.

-G-



iy
1l

12

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1690/01

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) do not apply in
the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet
in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer 1intending to
resell €ne motorooat or sailboat and who cperates it only
Ior gemonstratcion purpcses, but every suaeh dealer, upon
cransierring auen his 1Nterest, snali deliver the
cerciricarte ot ownership with an application for a new
certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with tne
provisions oI tnis part., Tne department of juScice, upon
receipt of the certificate of ownership and application for
a new cerctificate containing notice of a security incerest,
it any. shall issue a new certificate or ownersnip, together
witn a stacement of any conditional sales CoOnTrace,
mortgage, or other Llien.”

Section 4. Section 23-2-611, MCA, is amended to read:

“23-2-611. Certificate of ownership. (1) No a
snowmobile may not be operated upon any public lands,
trails, easements, lakes, rivers, streams, roadways or
shoulders of roadways, streets, or highways, unless a
certificate of ownership has first been obtained from the
department of justice in accordance with the laws of this
state.

{2) The owner of a snowmobile shall apply for a
certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the

county in which the owner resides, upon feorms to be
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furnished for this purpose. The forms must require the
following information:

(a) name of the owner;

(b} residence of the owner oy Lown and COUNTY.

(C) pusiness or nome mall audaress of tne cwner

{d} name and sddress of any iilen holce:

{e) amount due unaer any coptract or ilen.

(t) name oL the manuraccurer:

(g) -model numper or name:;

thy identification number; anc

{1} name and address of the aealer o©r otner person

from whom acguired

(3) The application must be signed by at least cne
owner or by a properly authorized officer or represencative
of the owner.

(4y If a certificate of ownership has previously been
issued under the provisions of 23-2-601 «through 231-2-644,
the application for a new certificate must he accompanied by
the immediately previcus certificate. This subsection does
not apply to snowmcbiles that are purchased as new and
unused machines ar that were operated when Lhe provisians of
23-2-601 through 23-2-644 were not in force and effect.

{5) Upon completion of the application on forms
furnished by the department of justice, the county tréasurer

shall issue to the applicant two copies ol the application,
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one of which shall be marked "file copy". The treasurer
shall forward one copy and the original applicaticn to the
department of Jjustice, which shall enter the information
contained in the application upon the corresponding records
of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate
of ownership which shall contain that information in the
application considered necessary by the department of
justice and a permanent ownership number. The certificate of
ownership is not tc be renewed annually and is valid as long
as the person noldina it owns the snowmobile.

{6) The owner shall at all times retain possession of
the certificate of ownersnip, except when it 1is Dbeing
transmitted to and from the department of Jjustice for
andorsement or cancellation.

17) Upon application for é certificate of ownersnip, a
fee of 53 $5 shall be paid to the county treasurer, $2 $3.50
»f which shall be forwarded bv the county treasurer to the
department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle
recording account of the state special revenue fund.”

Section 5. Section 23-2-512, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-612. Transfer of interest. (1) Except as
provided in subsection {3), upcn a transfer of any
certificate of ownership to a snownobile registered as
required under the provisions of 23-2-601 throggh 23-2-644,

the person whose title or interest is tc be transferred
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shall write his signature with pen and ink upen  the
certificate of ownership issued for the snowmcbilie in the
appropriate space provided upen the reverse side of the
certificate, and such signature shall be acinowledged before
a notary public.

{2) Within 20 calendar days thereafter after
endorsement, the transferee shall make application for

transfer of the vcertificate of ownership se-sadersed with

the county treasurer of the countv 1n which the transferee

resides and alsoc make applicarion for registracion of the
snowmobile, The county treasurer shall forward the
appiicacion to  the department af justice, whicn snail file

the same upon receipt thereof. No certificate of ownership
may be issued by the depariment of justice until the
outstandina certificates are surrendered tc tnat office or
their loss established to its reasonable satisfaction. The
county treasurer shall collect a fee of 53 $5 for each
application for transfer of ownership, of which $2 $3.50
shall be forwarded to the department of ‘justice for deposit
in the motor vehicle recording account of the state special
revenue fund.

{3) A purchaser of a new or used spowmobile froem a
licensed snowmcbile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar
days Erom the date of purchase to register the snowmobile,

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain
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a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has
been paid on the snowmcbile for the current year. It is not
a wviolation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law
for the purchaser to operate a newly acguired snowmobile
without a certificate of ownership, certificate of
registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During
this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4),
shall remain affixed tc the snowmobile.

(4) Prior to the delivery ot the snowmobile to thne
purchaser, the dealer shall 1issue and atfix to the
snowmoblile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the
department of justice), The sticker shall contain the name
and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and
address ¢f the dealer, and a description of the snowmcbile,
including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of
the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the
sticker to the department of justice,

{5) The provisions of subsection (2) of this section
do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to
a duly 1licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the
snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstration
purposes, but every suwch dealer, upon transferring sueh his
interest, shall deliver the certificate of ownership with an
application for a new certificate executed by the new owner

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through
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23-2-644. The department of justice, upon recelpr of the

certificate of cwnership and applicaticn for a new
certificate, containing notice of a security interest, if
any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership together
with a statement of any conditional saies contract,

mortgage, or other lien.”
Section 6. Section 23-2-613, MCA, is amended to read:
"23-2-613. Lost or mutilated certificates. If any
certificate of ownership 1s lest, mutilated, or becomss
illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall

immediarely make application for and obrain a duplicate

o

thereef certificate, upon payment oi a fee of §2

3.

Section 7. section 61-3-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-203. Fee for original certificale of ownership
and transfer of title -- disposition. A charge of 54 55 must
be made for issuance of an original certificate of ownership
of title and for a transfer of registration which must be
collected by the county treasurer. The fees must be
distributed as follows:

(1) Phree-dotiars $3.50 of each fee must be remitted
to the department by the county treasurer, as provided in
15-1-504, for each application for original certiticate of
ownership or transfer of registration.

{2) Prior--to--Mareh-—-1;--19665--and--each Each March

rhereafber; the county commissioners of each county shall
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divide the fees retained by the county to:

fa) the city rcad fund of each city and town within
the county based on the number of motor vehicles registered
inside the corporate limits of each ¢ity or town; and

(b) the county road fund based on the number of motor
vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities

and towns."

Section 8. sSection 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read:
*61-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles -
public-owned vehiclies exempt from license or registration
fees —- disposition of fees. (1) Reglstration or license
fees shall be paid upon registration or reregistration of
motor vehilicles, trailers, housetrailers, and semitrailers,
in accordance with this chaoter, as follows:

{a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under
{other than motortrucks), $5;

{b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other
than motortrucks), $106;

{c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, §10;

(d}) all motorcycles and quadricycles, $2;

{e) tractors and/or trucks, $10;

() buses shall be classed as motortrucks and licensed
accordingly;

{g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds

maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers of all
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weights, S2:

(h) trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000
pounds maximum gross loaded welght (except housetrailers),
§5;

(1) trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight, $10;

{jy trailers used exclusively in the transportation of
logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas
well machinery, rcad machinery, or bridge materials, new and
secondhand, shall pay a fee of $15 annually, regardless of
size or capacity.

{(2) All ractes shall pe 25% nigher for motor wvenicles,
trailers, and semitrailers not equipped with pneumacic
tires.

{3} "Tractor", as spec.ified in this secricn, means any
motor vehicle except passenger c¢ars used for towing a
trailer or semitrailer.

{4) If any motor wvehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or
semitrailer is originally registered 6 months after the time
of registration as set by law, the registration or Llicense
fee Ffor the remainder of the year shall be cne-nalf of the
reqular fee,

{5) An additional fee of $3 §5 per year for each
registration of a vehicle shall be collected as a

registration fee. Revenue from this fee shall he Fforwarded
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by the respective county treasurers to the state treasurer
for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the
state specilal revenue fund.

(6) The provisions o¢f this part with respect to the
payment of registration fees shall not apply to or be
binding upon motor wvehicles, trailers or semitrailers, or
tractors owned or controlled by the United States of America
or any state, county., or city.

(7) The provisions of this secticn relating to the
payment of registration fees do not apply when number plates
are transferred‘ to a replacement vehicle under $1-3-1317,
61-3-332(7), or 61-3-335."

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Extension of authority, Any
existing authority to Amake rules on the subject of the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

-EBEnd~
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INTRODUCED BY

BY REQUEST OF THEWATTORNEY GENERAL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT MAKING THE FEES FOR
CRIGINAL CERTIFICATES OF OWHNERSHIF, TRANSFERS OF TITLE, AND
LOST CERTIFICATES UNIFORM AMONG MOTOR VEHICLES, SNOWMOBILES,
AND BOATS; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEE FOR MOTOR
VEHICLES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-508 THROUGH 23-2-510,

23-2-611 THROUGH 23-2-613, 61-3-203, AND 61-3-321, MCaA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE QF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 231-2-508, MCA, is amended to read:
®23-2-508. (Bffective July 1, 1988) Certificate of

ownership. (1) Except as provided in subsection (9), no
motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer may be
operated upon the waters of the state unless a certificate
of ownership has first been cbtained from the department of
justice in accordance with the laws of this state.

(2) The owner of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in
length or longer shall apply for a certificate of ownership
and a certificate of number with the county treasurer of the
county in which the owner resides, upon forms furnished by
the department of justice. The forms must require the

following infarmation:
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(a) name of the owner;

(b) residence of the cwner, by town or county;

(¢) business or home address cf the owner;

(d) name and address of any lienholder;

{e)}) amount due under any contract or lien;

(£} name of the manufacturer:

(g) model number or name;

{h)y identification number;

{i) name and address cf the dealer or other person
from whom acquired, if known; and

{j) such other information as the department of
justice may require.

(3) The application is to be accompanied by
documentation of ownership, such as an invoice, bill of
sale, foreign title, official certificate of boat number,
fee in lieu of tax receipt, or a certificate of ownership of
a trailer purchased with the motorboat or sailboat. An
applicant who fails to provide such proof of ownership shall
provide a certified statement describing how the motorboat
or sailboat 12 feet in length or lenger was acquired, from
whom acquired if known, and other information requested by
the department of justice.

{4) If a certificate of cwnership has previously been
issued under the provisions of this part, the application
for a new certificate must be accompanied by the immediately

-2-
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previcus certificate. This subsection does not apply to
motorboats or sailbocats 12 feet in length or longer that are
purchased as new and unused vessels or that were operated
when the provisions of this part were not in force and
effect.

(5) Any motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in 1length or
longer that does not have a manufacturer's or other
identifying number thereon must be assigned an
identification number by the department of fish, wildlife,
and parks. A fee of 51 must be paid to the department for an
assignment of number.

{6) Upon completion of the application, the county
treasurer shall issue to the applicant two copies of the
certificate of number application, one o©of which must be
marked "file copy". The treasurer shall forward one copy and
the original application for a certificate of ownership to
the department of justice, which shall enter the information
contained in the application upon the corresponding records
of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate
of ownership containing that information in the application
considered necessary by the department and a permanent boat
number. The certificate of ownership need not be renewed
annually and is valid as long as the person holding it owns

the vessel.

{7) The owner shall at all times retain possessian of
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the certificate of ownership, except when it is being
transmitted to and from the department of justice for
endorsement or cancellation.

{8) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a
fee of §6& $5 must be paid to the county treasurer, $4¢ $3.50
of which must be forwarded by the county treasurer to the
department of justice and deposited in the motor vehicle
recording account of the state special revenue fund.

(9) A person who, on July 1, 1988, is the owner of a
motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer with a
valid certificate of number issued by the state 1s not
required teo file an application for a certificate of
ownership for the motorboat or sailboat unless he transfers
a part of his interest in the motorboat or sailboat or he
renews the certificate of number Efor the motorboat or
sailboat."”

Section 2. section 23-2-509, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-509. Lost or mutilated certificate. (1) If a
certificate of ownership is lost or mutilated or becomes
1llegible, the person to whom it was issued shall
immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate,
upon payment of a fee of §6 §3.

(2) The duplicate certificate of ownership must be
plainly marked "duplicate" across its face and be mailed or

delivered to the applicant.”
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Section 3. section 23-2-518, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-510. (Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of
interest. {l1) Except as provided in subsection (3}, upon a
transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or
sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as required
under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or
interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of
ownership issued for the motorboat or sailboat 1in the
appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the
certificate, and sueh the signature must be acknowledged
before a notary public.

(2) Within 20 calendar days thereafter after
endorsement, the transferee shall make application for
transfer of the certificate of ownership so--enderaed with
the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee
resides and also make application for registration of the
motorboat or sailboat. The county treasurer shall forward
the application to the department of Jjustice, which shall
file the certificate upon receipt. HNeo A certificate of
ownership may not be issued by the department until any
outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or
its loss 1is westablished to the department's reasonable
satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect & fee of
$6 $5 for each application for transfer of ownership, of

which %4 $3.50 must be forwarded to the department of
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justice for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account
of the state special revenue fund.

(1) A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat
12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a
grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase
to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for
a certificate of ownersnhip, and cobtain a decal indicating
that the fee in lieu of property tax has been paid on the
vessel for the current year, It is not a violation of this
part or any other law for the purchaser to operate a newly
acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer
without a certificate of ownership, certificate of
registration, and decal during the 20-day grace period.
During this pericd the sticker provided for in subsection
{4) must remain affixed to the motorboat or sailboat.

(4) Prior to the delivery of a motorbecat or sailboat
12 feet in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer
shall issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboat constructed
after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the
department of justice. The sticker must conatain the name and
address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and
address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or
sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep
a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy

of the sticker to the department of justice.
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(5) The provisions of subsection (2) do not apply in
the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet
in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending to
resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only
for demonstration purposes, but every sweh dealer, upon
transferring such  his interest, shall deliver the
certificate of ownership with an application for a new
certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the
provisions of this part. The department of justice, upon
receipt of the certificate of ownership and application for
a new certificate containing notice of a security interest,
if any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership, together
with a statement of any conditioral sales contract,

mortgage, or other lien,"

Section 4. section 23-2-611, MCA, is amended to read:

“23-2-611. Certificate of ownership. (1) Ne a

snowmobile may not be operated upon any public lands,
trails, easements, lakes, rivers, streanms, roadways ar
shoulders of roadways, streets, or highways, unless a
certificate of ownership has first been obtained from the
department of justice in accordance with the laws of this
state.

{2} The owner o©of a snowmobile shall apply for a
certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the

county in which the owner resides, upon forms to be

-7-

N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1690701

furnished for this purpose. The forms must require the
following information:

{a} name of the owner:

{b} residence of the owner by town and county;

(c) business or home mail address of the owner;

{(d) name and address of any lien holder;

{e) amount due under any contract or lien;

(f) name of the manufacturer:;

(g) model number or name;

{h} identification number; and

(i) name and address of the dealer or other person
from whom acquired.

(3) The application must be signed by at least one
owner or by a properly authorized officer or represencative
of the owner.

{4) TIf a certificate of ownership has previocusly been
issued under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644,
the application for a new certificate must be accompanied by
the immediately previous certificate. This subsection does
not apply to snowmobiles that are purchased as new and
unused machines or that were coperated when the provisicns of
231-2~-601 through 23-~2-644 were not in force and effect.

(9} Upon completion of the applicaticn on forms
furnished by the department of justice, the county treasurer

shall issue to the applicant two copies of the application,
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one of which shall be marked "file copy". The treasurer
shall forward one copy and the original application to the
department of justice, which shall enter the information
contained in the application upon the corresponding records
of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate
of ownership which shall contain that information in the
application considered necessary by the department of
justice and a permanent ownership number. The certificate of
ownership is not to be renewed annually and is valid as long
as the person holding it owns the snowmobile.

(6) The owner shall at all times retain possession of
the certificate of .ownership, except when it is being
transmitted to and from the department of Jjustice for
endorsement or cancellation.

{(7) Upocn application for a certificate of ownership, a
fee of $3 $5 shall be paid to the county treasurer, $2 $3.50
of which shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the
department of Jjustice and deposited in the motor vehicle
recording account of the state special revenue fund.”

Section 5. section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read:

»23-2-612, Transfer of interest. (1) Except as
provided in subsection {3), upon a transfer aof any
certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as
required under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644,

the person whose tikle or interest is to be transferred
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shall write his signature with pen and 1ink upon the
certificate o©of ownership issued for the snowmobile in the
appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of the
certificate, and such signature shall be acknowledged before
a notary public.

(2) Within 20 calendar days chereafeer after
endorsement, the transferee shall make application for
transfer of the certificate of ownership se-endorsed with
the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee
resides and also make application for registration of the
sncwmobile. The county treasurer shall forward the
application to the department of justice, which shall file
the same upon receipt thereof. No certificate o©of ownership
may be issued by the department of justice until the
outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office or
their 1leoss established to its reasonable satisfaction. The
county treasurer shall collect a fee of 53 $5 for each
application for transfer of ownership, of which $2 $3.50
shall be forwarded to the department of justice for deposit
in the motor vehicle recording account of the state special
revenue fund.

{(3) A purchaser cf a new or used snowmobile Efrom a
licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar
days Ffrom the date of purchase to register the snowmobile,

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain
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a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has
been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not
a violation of 23-2-60l through 23-2-644 or any other law
for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snowmobile
without a certificate of ownership, certificate of
registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During
this period the sticker, provided for in subsection (4),
shall remain affixed to the snowmobile.

{(4) Prior to the delivery of the snowmobile to the
purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the
snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the
department of justice). The sticker shall contain the name
and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and
address of the dealer, and a description of the =snowmobile,
including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of
the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the
sticker to the department of justice.

(S5) The provisicns of subsection (2) of this section
do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmcbile to
a duly 1licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the
snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstration
purposes, but every suweh dealer, upon transferring such his
interest, shall deliver the certificate of ownership with an
application for a new certificate executed by the new owner

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through
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23-2-644, The department of justice, upon receipt of the
certificate of ownership and application for a new
certificate, containing notice of a security interest, if
any, shall 1issue a new certificate of ownership together
with a statement of any conditicnal sales contract,
mortgage, or cther lien.”

Section 6. Section 23-2-613, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-613. Lost or mutilated certificates. If any
certificate of ownership is lost, mutilated, or becomes
illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall
immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate
tHereof certificate, upon payment of a fee of 32 §3."

Section 7. Section 61-3-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-203. PFee for original certificate of ownership
and transfer of title -- disposition. A charge of §4 $5 must
be made for issuance of an original certificate of ownership
of title and far a transfer of registration which must be
coliected by the county treasurer. The fees must be
distributed as follows:

{1}y Three-dsoilaras $31.50 of each fee must be remitted
to the department by the county treasurer, as provided in
15-1-504, for each application for original certificate of
ownership or transfer of registration,

(2} Prier--te -Marech--15;--19667--and--eaeh Each March

thereafter; the county commissioners of each county shall
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divide the fees retained by the county to:

(a) the city road fund of each city and town within
the county based on the number of motor vehicles registered
inside the corparate limits of each city or town; and

(b) the county rcad fund based on the number of motor
vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities

and towns."

Section 8. section 61-3-221, MCA, is amended to read:
"§1-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles -
public-owned wvehicles exempt from license or registration
fees —— disposition of fees, (1) Registration or license
fees shall be paid upon registration or reregistration of
motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and semitrailers,
in accordance with this chapter, as follows:

(a) motor wvehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under
(other than motortrucks), $§5;

{b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other
than motortrucks), $10;

{c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10;

(d) all motorcycles and guadricycles, $2:

{e) tractors and/or trucks, $10;

() buses shall be classed as motortrucks and licensed
accordingly;

(g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds

maximum gross locaded weight and housetrailers of all
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weights, $2;

{hy trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000
pounds maximum gross loaded weight (except housetrailers),
$5;

(i) trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight, $10;

(j) trailers used exclusively in the transportation of
logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas
well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and
secondhand, shall pay a fee of %15 annually, regardless of
size or capacity.

(2} All rates shall be 25% higher for motor vehicies,
trailers, and semitrailers not .equipped with pneumatic
tires.

{(3) “Tractor", as specified in this section, means any
motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a
trailer or semitrailer.

(4 If any motor vehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or
semitrailer is originally registered 6 months after the time
of registration as set by law, the registration or 1license
fee for the remainder of the year shall be one-half of the
reqular fee,

{5) An additional fee of $3 $5 per year for each
registration of a vehicle shall he collected as a

registration fee. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded
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by the respective county treasurers to the state treasurer
for deposit in the motor wehicle recording account of the
state special revenue fund.

{6) The provisions of this part with respect to the
payment of registration fees shall not apply to or be
binding upon motor .vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, or
tractors owned or controlled by the United States of America
or any state, county, or city.

(7) The provisions of this section relating to the
payment of registration fees do not apply when number plates

are transferred to a replacement vehicle under 61-3-317,

61-3-332(7), or 61-3-335."

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the
provisicns of {this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

~End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 712
INTRODUCED BY WALLIN, BOYLAN

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING THE FEES FOR
ORIGINAL CERTIFICATEZS OF OWNERSHIP, TRANSFERS OF TITLE, AND
LOST CERTIFICATES UNIFCORM AMONG MOTOR VEHICLES, SNOWMOBILES,
AND BOATS; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEE FOR MOTOR
VEHICLES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-508 THROUGH 23-2-510,

23-2-611 THROUGH 23-2-613, 61-3-203, AND 61-3-321, MCa."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 23-2-508, MCA, is amended to read:
“23-2-508. (Effective July 1, 1988B) Certificate of

ownership. (1) Except as provided in subsection ({9), no
motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer may be
operated upon the waters of the state unless a certificate
of ownership has first been obtained from the department of
justice in accordance with the laws of this state.

(2) The owner of a motorboat or sailboat 12 Eeet in
length or longer shall apply for a certificate of ownership
and a certificate of number with the county treasurer of tﬁe
county in which the owner resides, upon forms furnished by

the department of justice. The forms must require tine
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following information:
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{a) name of the owner;

{b) residence of the owner, by town or county;

{c) business or home address of the owner;

(d) name and address of any lienholder;

(e) amount due under any contract or lien;

(f) name of the manufacturer;

{g)} model number or name;

{h} identification number;

(i} name and address of the dealer or other person
from whom acquired, if known; and

{(j} such other information as the department of
justice may require.

{3} The application is to be accompanied by
documentation of ownership, such as an invoice, bill of
sale, foreign title, official certificate of boat number,
fee in lieu of tax receipt, or a certificate of ownership of
a trailer purchased with the motorboat or sailboat, aAn
applicant who Eails to provide such proof of ownership shall
provide a certified statement describing how the motorboat
or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer was acquired, from
whom acquired if known, and other information requested by
the department of justice.

{4y If a certificate of ownership has previously been
issued under the provisions of this part, the application

for a new certificate must be accompanied by the immediately
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previous certificate. This subsection does not apply to
motorboats or sailboats 12 feet in length or longer that are
purchased as new and unused vessels or that were operated
when the provisions of this part were not in force and
effect.

(3} Any motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or
longer that does not have a manufacturer's or other
identifying number thereon must be assigned an
identification number by the department of fish, wildlife,
and parks. A fee of $1 must be paid to the department for an
assignment of number,

{6) Upcn completion of the application, the county
treasurer shall 1issue to the applicant twe copies of the
certificate of number application, one of which must be
marked "file copy". The treasurer shall forward one copy and
the original applicdtion for a certificate of ownership to
the department of justice, which shall enter the information
contained in the application upon the corresponding records
of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate
of ownership containing that information in the‘application
considered necessary by the department and a permanent boat
number. The certificate of ownership need not be renewed
annually and is valid as long as the person holding it owns

the vessel.

(7} The owner shall at all times retain possession of
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the certificate of ownership, except when it is being
transmitted to and from the department of justice for
endorsement or cancellation.

{8} Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a
fee of $6 $5 must be paid to the county treasurer, $4 $3,50
of which must be forwarded by the county treasurer to the
department of justice and deposited in the motor wvehicle
recording account of the state special revenue fund.

{9) A perscn who, on July 1, 1988, is the owner of a
motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer with a
valid certificate of number issued by the state is not
required to file an application Eor a certificate of
ownership for the motorbo.t or sailboat unless he transfers
a part of his interest in the motorboat or sailboat or he
renews the certificate of number for the motorboat or

sailboat."

Section 2. section 23-2-509, MCA, is amended to read:

"23-2-509. Lost or mutilated certificate. (1) If a
certificate of ownership is lost or mutilated or becomes
illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall
immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate,
upon payment of a fee of $6 §$3.

{2) The duplicate certificate of ownership must be
plainly marked "duplicate" across its face and be mailed or

delivered to the applicant.”
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Section 3. sSection 23-2-510, MCa, is amended to read:

"23-2-510. (Effective July 1, 1988) Transfer of
interest. (1) Except as provided in subsection {3), upon a
transfer of a certificate of ownership to a motorboat or
sailboat 12 feet in length or longer registered as reguired
under the provisions of this part, the person whose title or
interest is to be transferred shall sign the certificate of
cwnership issued for the motorbcat or sailboat in the
appropriate space provided on the reverse side of the
certificate, and suech the signature must be acknowledged
before a notary public,

(2) Within 20 calendar days thereafter after
endorsement, the transferee shall make application for
transfer of the certificate of ownership so--endersed with
the county treasurer of the county in which the trarsferee
resides and also make application for registration of the
motorboat or saitlboat. The county treasurer shall forward
the application to the department of justice, which shall
File the certificate upon receipt. No A certificate of
ownership may not be issued by the department wuntil any
outstanding certificate is surrendered to the department or
its loss 1is established to the department's reasonable
satisfaction. The county treasurer shall collect a fee of
56 $5 for each application for transfer of ownership, of

which $4 $3.50 must be forwarded to the department of
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justice for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account
of the state special revenue fund.

(3) A purchaser of a new or used motorboat or saiiboat
12 feet in length or lcnger from a licensed dealer has a
grace period of 20 calendar days from the dare of purchase
to register the motorbeat or sailbocat, make application for
a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating
that the fee 1in lieu of property tax has been paid on the
vessel for the current year. It is not a viclation of this
part or any other law for the purchaser to operate a newly
acquired motorboat or sailbcat 12 feet in length or longer
without a certificate of ownersnip, certificate of
registration, and decal during the 20-day grace period.
During this period the sticker provided for in subsection
(4) must remain affixed to the motorboatr or saiiboat.

{4) Prior to the delivery of a motorboat or sailboat
12 feet in length or lorger to the purchaser, the dealer
shall issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboat constructed
after October 31, 1972, a sticker as prescribed by the
department of justice. The sticker must contain the nime and
address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and
address of the dealer, and a description of the motorboat or
sailboat, including its serial number. The dealer shall keep
a copy of the sticker for his records and shall send a copy

of the sticker to the department of justice.
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(5) The provisions of subsection (2} do not apply in
the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet
in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending to
resell the motorboat or sailbecat and who operates it only
for demonstration purposes, but every sueh dealer, upon
transferring suech  his interest, shall deliver the
certificate of ownership with an application for a new
certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the
provisions of this part. The department of justice, upon
receipt of the cercificate of ownership and application for
a new certificate containing notice of a secuvity interest,
if any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership, together
with a statement of any conditicnal sales contract,
mortgage, or other lien."

Section 4. section 23-2-611, MCA, is amended Lo read:

*23-2-611. Certificate of ownership. (1) Ne A
snowmobile may not be operated wpon any public lands,
trails, easements, lakes, rivers, streams, roadways or
shoulders of roadways, streets, or highways, unless a
certificate of ownership has flirst been obtained from the
department of Jjustice 1n accordance with the laws of this
state.

{2) The owner of a snowmobile shall apply for a
certificate of ownership with the county treasurer of the

county in which the owner resides, upon forms to be

*
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furnished for this purpose. The forms must require the
following information:

(a) name cf the owner;

(b) residence of the cwner by town and county;

{c) business or home mail address of the owner;

{d} name and address of any lien holder;

(e} amount due under any contract or lien;

(f£) name of the manufacturer;

(g} model number or name;

(h) identification number; and

{i) name and address of the dealer or other person
from whom acquired.

{3) The application must be signed by at least one
owner or by a properly authorized officer or representative
of the owner.

{4) If a certificate of ownership has previously been
issued undvr the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644,
the application for a new certificate must be accoumpanied by
the immediately previous certificate. This subsection does
not apply to snowmobiles that are purchased as new and
unused machines or that were operated when the pravisions of
23-2-601 through 23-2-644 were not in force and effect.

(5) Upon completion of the application on forms
fFurnished by the department of justice, the county treasurer

shall issue to the applicant two copies of the application,
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cne of which shall be marked "file copy”. The treasurer
shall forward one copy and the original application to the
department of Jjustice, which shall enter the information
contained in the application upon the corresponding records
of its office, and shall furnish the applicant a certificate
of ownership which shall conta{n that information in the
application considered necessary by the department of
justice and a permanent ownership number. The certificate of
ownership is not to be renewed annually and is valid as long
as the person holding it owns the snowmobile.

{6) The owner shall at all times retain possession of
the certificate of ownership, except when it 1is being
transmitted to and from the department of Justice for
endorsement or cancellation,

{7) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a
fee of $3 §5 shall be paid to the county treasurer, $2 $3.50
of which shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the
department of Jjustice and deposited in the motor vehicle
recording account of the state special revenue fund.™

Section 5. Section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read:

*23-2-612. Transfer of interest. (1) Except as
provided in subsection (3), wupon a transfer of any
certificate of ownership to a snowmobile registered as
required under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644,

the person whose title or interest is to be transferred
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shall write his signature with pen and ink upon the
certificate of ownership issued fog the snowmobile in the
appropriate space provided upon the reverse side of the
certificate, and such signature shall be ackn. vledged before
a notary public.

(2} With:in 20 calendar days chercafcer after
endorsement, the transferee shall maxe appiicatlion  for
transfer of the certificate of ownetship 2o endersad with
the county treasurer of the county in which the transferee
resides and alsc make application for regisirar .on of the
snowmobile. The county treasurer shall forwar.d the
application to the department of justice, which snzll file
the same upon receipt therecf. No certificate of ownership
may be issued by the department of Jjustice until the
outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office or
their loss established to its reasonable satisfactiion. The
county treasurer shall collect a fee of §3 $3% for each

application for transfer of ownership, of which $2 $3.50

shall be forwarded to the department of justice for deposit
in the motor venicle recording account of the state special
revenue fund.

(3) A purchaser of a new or used snownobile from a
licensed snowmobile dealer has a grace periad of 20 calendar
days from the date of purchase to register the snowmobile,

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obtain
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a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has
been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not
a violation of 23-2-501 through 23-2-644 or any other law
for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snowmobile
without a certificate of ownership, vcertificate of
registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During
this pericd the sticker, provided for in subsection {4},
shall remain affixed to the snowmobile,

{4) Pricr to the delivery of the snowmcbile to the
purchaser, the dealer shall lissue and affix to the
snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the
department of justice). The sticker shall contain the name
and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and
address of the dealer, and a description of the snowmoblle,
including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of
the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the
sticker to the department of justice.

(%) The provisions of subsection {2) of this section
do not apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to
a duly licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell the
snowmobile and who operates it only for demonstration
purposes, but every such dealer, upon transferring such his
interest, shall deliver the certificate of ownership with an
application for a new certificate executed by the new owner

in accordance with the provisions of 23-2-601 through
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23-2-644. The department of justice, upon receipt of the
certificate of cwnership and application for a new
certificate, containing notice of a security interest, if
any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership together
with a statement of any conditional sales contract,
mertgage, or other lien.™

Section 6. section 23-2-613, MCA, is anended to read:

*23-2-613. Lost or mutilated certificates. If any
certificate of ownership 1is lost, mutilated, or becomes
illegible, the person to whom it was issueld shall
immediately make application for and obtain a duplicate
therenf certificate, upor payment of a fee of $2 $3."

Section 7. Section 61-3-203, MCA, is amended to  read:

“61-3-203. Fee for original certificate of ownership
and transfer of title -- disposition. A charge of 54 $5 must
be made for issuance of an original certificate of ownership
of title and for a transfer of registration which must be
collected by the county treasurer. The fees must  be
distributed as follows:

(1} Phree-doiiars $3.50 of each fee must be remitted
to the department by the county treasurer, as provided in
15-1-504, for each application for original certificate of
ownership or transfer of registration.

(?) Prior--to--March--1;--1966;--and--each Each March

thereaftery; the county commissioners of e€ach county shall
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divide the fees retained by the county to:

fa) the city road fund of each city and town within
the county based on the number of motor vehicles registered
inside the corporate limits of each city or town; and

(b) the county road fund based on the number ©f motor
vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities

and towns.”

Section 8. Section 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read:
"6§1-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles -
public-owned wvehicles exempt from license or registration
fees —- disposition of fees. (1) Registration or license
fees shall be paid upon registration or reregistration of
motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and semitrailers,
in accordance with this chapter, as follows:

(a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under
(other than motortrucks}), $5;

{b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other
than motortrucks), $10;

(c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10;

{d) all motorcycles and quadricycles, $2:

(e) tractors and/or trucks, $10;

{£) buses shall be classed as motortrucks and licensed
accordingly;

(g} trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds

maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers of all
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weights, $2;

(hy trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000
pounds maximum gross loaded weight (except housetrailers),
$5;

(i) trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight, $10;

(j} trailers used exclusively in the transparcation of
logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas
well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and
secondhand, shall pay a fee of $15 annually, regardless of
size or capacity,

(2) All rates shall be 25% higher for motor vehicles,

‘trailers, and semitrailers not equipped with pneumatic

tires.

{3) "Tractor", as specified in this section, means any
motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a
trailer or semitrailer.

(4) 1f any motor vehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or
semitrailer is originally registered 6 months after the time
of registration as set by law, the registration or license
fee for the remainder of the year shall be one-half of the
regular fee.

{5) An additional fee of $3 §5 per year for each
registration of a vehicle shall be collected as a

registration fee. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded
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by the respective county treasurers to the state treasurer
for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account of the
state special revenue fund.

{6) The provisions of this part with respect to the
paymant of registration fees shall not apply to or be
binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, or
tractors owned or controlled by the United States of America
or any state, county, or city,

(7) The provisions of this section relating to the
payment of registration fees do not apply when number plates
are transferred to a replacement vehicle under 61-3-317,
61-3-332(7), or 61-3-335."

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the prowvisions of
[this act].

-End~
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