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HOUSE BILL NO. 646 

INTRODUCED BY SIMPKINS, RICE, MERCER, HARPER, 
MOORE, GOULD, KASTEN, R. NELSON, LEE, O'CONNELL, 

RAMIREZ, PATTERSON, GIACOMETTO, DEBRUYCKER, HANNAH, 
WALLIN, KELLER, SPRING, PHILLIPS, THOMAS, SWIFT, 

D. BROWN, COBB, T. NELSON, EUDAILY 

FEBRUARY 10, 1989 

FEBRUARY 11, 1989 

FEBRUARY 16, 1989 

FEBRUARY 16, 1989 

FEBRUARY 18, 1989 

FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

FEBRUARY 21, 1989 

FEBRUARY 28, 1989 

MARCH 16, 1989 

MARCH 17, 1989 

MARCH 20, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 94; NOES, 1. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 48; NOES, 0. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 
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MARCH 21, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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HISTORICAL, OR 

AMENDING SECTION 20-7-112, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-7-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-1-112~ Sectarian publications prohibited and prayer· 

13 permitted. Ho ~publication of a sectarian or denominational 

14 character ehali may not be ~~ed-o~ distributed in any school 

15 o~-be-i~eittCeC-±n-the-sehooi-iib~a~y. Instruction shell ~ 

16 not be given in advocating sectarian or denominational 

17 doctrines. However, any teacher, principal, or 

18 superintendent may open the school day with a prayer. This 

19 section does not prohibit a school library from including 

20 the Bible or other religious material having cultural, 

21 historical, or educational significance.'' 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Severability. If a part of 

23 [this act1 is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

24 from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this 

25 act] is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part 

~na _, .. tiH Council 
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l remains in effect in all valid applications that are 

2 severable from the invalid applications. 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority.. Any 

4 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

5 provisions of [this act} is extended to the provis1ons of 

6 [this act]. 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is 

8 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
HfJ t.fl. 
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APPROVED BY COHH. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
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HISTORICAL, OR 

AMENDING SECTION 20-7-112, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EF'FECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-7-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-7-112. Sectarian publications prohibited and prayer 

13 permitted. No ~ publication of a sectarian or denominational 

14 character shs~% may not be tlSed-or distributed in any school 

15 or-be-±n~~ttded-in-the-sehoo~-i±brary. Instruction §hail ~ 

16 not be given in advocating sectarian or denominational 

17 doctrines. However, any teacher, principal, or 

18 superintendent may open the school day with a prayer. This 

19 section does not prohibit a school library from including 

20 the Bible or other religious material having cultural, 

21 historical, or educational significance.'' 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Severability. If a part of 

23 [this act} is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

24 from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this 

25 act] is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part 

~• ,..,,,..,, •• c~~·l 
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1 remains in effect 1n all valid applications that are 

2 severable from the invdlid applications. 

3 NEW SECT I~ Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

4 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

5 provisions of [this act] is exter1ded to the provis1ons of 

6 [this act]. 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is 

a effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-2- SECOND READING 
l/8(llf, 
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remains in effect in all valid applications that are 

severable from the invalid applications. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. (This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

9 -End-

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

ll Section 1. Section 20-7-112, KCA, is amended to read: 

12 •20-1-112. Sectarian publications prohibited and prayer 

13 permitted. No ~ publication of a sectarian or denominational 

14 character shall may not be used-e~ distributed in any school 

15 er-be-i~el~~ed-%~-the-sehoo~-library. Instruction shal~ ~ 

16 not be given in advocating sectarian or denominational 

17 doctrines. However, any teacher, principal, or 

18 superintendent may open the school day with a prayer. This 

19 section does not prohibit a school library from including 

20 the Bible or other religious material having cultural, 

21 historical, or educational significance.'' 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Severability. If a part of 

23 [this act] is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

24 from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this 

25 act] is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part 

THIRD READING 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 646 

INTRODUCED BY SIMPKINS, RICE, MERCER, HARPER, 

MOORE, GOULD, KASTEN, R. NELSON, LEE, O'CONNELL, 

RAMIREZ, PATTERSON, GIACOMETTO, DEBRUYCKER, HANNA!o, 

WALLIN, KELLER, SPRING, PHILLIPS, THOMAS, SWIFT, 

D. BROWN, COBB, T. NELSON, EUDAILY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT A 

SCHOOL LIBRARY MAY INCLUDE THE BIBLE AND OTHER RELIGIOUS 

MATERIAL OF CULTURAL, HISTORICAL, OR EDUCATIONAL VALUE; 

11 AMENDING SECTION 20-7-112, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

12 EFFECTIVE DATE." 

13 

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

15 Section 1. Section 20-7-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

16 "20-7-112. Sectarian publications prohibited and 

17 prayer permitted. Ne ~ publication of a sectarian or 

18 denominational character ~haH may not be ~~ed--or 

19 distributed in any school or--be--inel~ded--in--~he--~ehoor 

20 l::i:br-!U'Y• Instruction shall ~ not be given ~" advocating 

21 sectarian or denominational doctrines. However, any 

22 teacher, principal, or superintendenl may open the school 

23 day with a prayer. This section does not prohibit a school 

24 library from including the Bible or other religious material 

25 having cultural, historical, or educat!onal significance.•• 
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Severability. IE a part of 

[this act] is invalid, all valid parts that are severable 

from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this 

act] is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part 

remains in effect in all valid applications that are 

severable from the invalid applications. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

8 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

9 

10 

11 

provisions of (this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is 

12 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-2- HB 646 
REFERENCE BILL. 


