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INTRODUCED B'l 

~ BILL NO. ~tf).il..,_ 
;e';>X,_ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING TO 100 FEET 

THE MAXIMUM LENGTH OF A VEHICLE OR COMBINATION OF VEHICLES 

ALLOWABLE UNDER SPECIAL PERMIT1 AMENDING SECTION 61-10-124, 

MCA1 AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-124. (Temporary) Special peraits fee 

cranes. (1) As used in this section, "crane" means a 

self-propelled single-unit vehicle consisting of not more 

than four axles and used for raising, shifting, and lowering 

heavy weights by means of a projecting swinging arm. 

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b), (3)(dj, 

and (6), in addition to the regular registration and gross 

vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a 

fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size and weight 

in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-110 

sh81% must be paid for all movements under special permits 

on the public highways under the jurisdiction of the 

department of highways. 

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b)~ 

(3)(d), and (6), term or blanket permits may not be issued 

~ ... ,.,..,,.. Couoeil 
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for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or 

other thing in excess of 15 feet: an overlength vehicle, 

combination of vehicles, load, abject, or other thing in 

excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a 

limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination 

of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these 

dimensions is limited to trip permits. Special permits for 

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers or more than 

two units designed for or used to carry a load are not 

permitted except as provided in subsection (6). Special 

permits for vehicle combinations may specify and special 

permits under subsection (6) must specify highway routing 

and otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of 

the vehicle or combination, including but not limited to 

required equipment, speed, stability, operational 

procedures, and insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or averlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(3)(a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fee 

required by 61-10-203 and with payment of the fee prescribed 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
HI!> (,Dl,. 
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in subsection (2), allowable gross weight of a five-axle 

combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds. 

Jd) A term permit may be i~sued for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 92_feet in length but does not exceed 

100 feet in length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a 

truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for 

travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid 

interstate system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other 

highways within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the 

interstate system in order to obtain necessary_ services or 

to load or unload at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond 

a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between 

the terminal and the interchange. The fee for this permit 

is $12~ 

(4) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), a permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at 

the discretion of the department of highways, purchase 

permits to expire with their registration. A license 

required by the state governs the issuance of a special 

permit. 

(5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross 

vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 

-3-
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30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

the department of highways has approved the configuration of 

the crane through a weight analysis completed within the 

same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the 

fee for the permit is $200. 

{6) The department may issue special permits to the 

operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles 

under the following conditions: 

(a) the combination may be operated only on highways 

that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as 

defined in 60-l-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an 

interchange on the interstate system on other highways only 

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and 

the interchange. 

(b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over 

(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed 

overall length of 105 feet, 

bumpers and overhang; 

inclusive of front and rear 

{c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional 

truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 110 feet, 

inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

-4-
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(d) no individual cargo unit of the combination may 

exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width; 

(e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on 

the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross 

weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed 

the formula in 61-10-107: 

(f) the combination must have a restricted route permit 

under 61-10-107{3) and a special overlength permit issued at 

a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each trip permit; 

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to 

specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or 

seasonal periods; and 

(h) the department may enforce any other restrictions 

determined by the department to be necessary. 

61-10-124. (Effective July 1, 1989) Special permits 

fee -- cranes .. ( 1) As used in this section, "crane" means a 

self-propelled single-unit vehicle consisting of not more 

than four axles and used for raising, shifting, and lowering 

heavy weights by means of a projecting swinging arm. 

{2} Except as provided in Stlbseetion subsections (3)(b) 

and (3)(d), in addition to the regular r'egistration and 

gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit 

and a fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size and 

weight in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 

61-10-110 sh8ii must be paid for all movements under special 
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permits on the public highways under the jurisdiction of the 

department of highways. 

(3) (a) Except as provided in sttes~et±o~ subsections 

(3)(b) and (3)(d), term or blanket permits may not be issued 

for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or 

other thing 1n excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, 

combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in 

excess of 95 feet: and an overheight vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a 

limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination 

of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these 

dimensions is limited to trip permits. Special permits for 

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers are not 

permitted under this section. Special permits for vehicle 

combinations may specify highway routing and otherwise limit 

or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or 

combination, including but not limited to required 

equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and 

insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(3)(a}. The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

-6-
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{c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fee 

required by 61-10-203 and with payment of the fee prescribed 

in subsection (2}, allowable gross weight of a five-axle 

combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds. 

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but does not exceed 

100 feet in length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a 

truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for 

travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid 

interstate system, as defined in 60-l-103, or on other 

highways within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the 

interstate system in order to obtain_necessary services or 

to load or unload at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 

2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between 

the terminal and the interchange. The fee for this permit 

16 is $125. 

17 {4) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), a permit 

18 may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

19 period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

20 this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

21 Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at 

22 the discretion of the department of highways, purchase 

23 permits to expire with their registration. A license 

24 required by the state governs the issuance of a special 

25 permit. 
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(5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross 

vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 

30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

the department of highways has approved the configuration of 

the crane through a weight analysis completed within the 

same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the 

fee for the permit is $200. 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of (this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-a-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for BB602, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSF~ LEGISLATION: 

An Act increasing to 100 feet the maximum length of a vehicle or combination ot vehicles allowable under special 
permit; amending Section 61-10-124, MCA; and providing an immediate effective date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. One company will be affected by this bill. 
z. The company will make five trips per week with one vehicle. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenue: 
Highway Special-Permits 

Cut·rent 
Law 

$2,600 

DATE 
RAY ,SHACKLEFORD, /BUDGET DIRECTOR 
OFFlCE OF BUDGET' AND PROGRAM PLANNING .. 

FY90 
Proposed 

Law 
$125 

Difference 
($2,475) 

Current 
Law 

$2,600 

FY91 
Proposed 

Law 
$125 

Difference 
"($2,475) 

_ ~~;:Je;?&z:;J.:Cf':/_;I.[#=:J£4.... ( DATE c-<J0;/Y9 

Fiscal Note for HB602 , as introduced 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 602 

INTRODUCED BY ROTH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING TO 100 FEET 

THE MAXIMUM LENGTH OF A VEHICLE OR COMBINATION OF VEHICLES 

ALLOWABLE UNDER SPECIAL PERMIT AND SUBJECTING THOSE VEHICLES 

TO A SPEED LIMIT OF 55 MILES PER HOUR; AMENDING SB€~l6N 

SECTIONS 61-8-312 AND 61-10-124, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 61-8-312, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

•61-8-312. Special speed limitations on trucks, truck 

tractors, moto["-driven cycles, and vehicles towing 

housetrailers. {1) No person shall operate any truck or 

truck tractor the gross weight of which exceeds 8,000 pounds 

at a speed greater than 65 miles per hour on those completed 

sections of interstate and four-lane divided highways and 60 

miles per hour on those completed sections of primary and 

secondary highways. However, the truck nighttime speed limit 

shall not exceed that of automobiles as stated in 61-8-303. 

(2) No person shall operate afty a vehicle subject to a 

term permit under 61-l0-124(3J{d) or a truck-trailer-trailer 

or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of 

vehicles subject to special permits under 61-10-124(4) at a 
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speed greater than 55 miles per hour. 

(3) No person shall operate any motor-driven cycle at 

any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed greater than 35 

miles per hour unless such motor-driven cycle is equipped 

with a headlamp or lamps which are adequate to reveal a 

person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead. 

(4) No person shall operate a vehicle which is towing 

a housetrailer at a speed greater than a maximum of 50 miles 

per hour. (Subsection (2) terminates July 1, 1989--sec. 8, 

Ch. 474, L. 1987.)" 

Section 2. Section 61-10-124, MCA. is amended to read: 

"61-10-124. (Temporary) Special permits fee 

cranes. (1) As used in this section, '1 crane" means a 

self-propelled single-unit vehicle consisting of not more 

than four axles and used for raising, shifting, and lowering 

heavy weights by means of a projecting swinging arm. 

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b), (3)(d), 

and (6}, in addition to the regular registration and gross 

vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a 

fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size and weight 

in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-110 

snail must be paid for all movements under special permits 

on the public highways under the jurisdiction of the 

department of highways. 

(3) ja) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b)L 

-2- HB 602 
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{3)(d), and (6), term or blanket permits may not be issued 

for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or 

other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, 

combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in 

excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a 

limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination 

of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these 

dimensions is limited to trip permits. Special permits for 

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers or more than 

two units designed for or used 

permitted except as provided 

to carry a load are not 

in subsection (6). Special 

permits for vehicle combinations may specify and special 

permits under subsection (6) must specify highway routing 

and otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of 

the vehicle or combination, including but not limited to 

required equipment, speed, stability, operational 

procedures, and insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

{3)(a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fee 

-3- HB 602 
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required by 61-10-203 and with payment of the fee prescribed 

in subsection ~2), allowable gross weight of a five-axle 

combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds. 

{d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length~but does not exceed 

100 feet in length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a 

truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for 

travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid 

interstate system, as defined in 60-l-103, or on other 

highways within ~ 2-mile radius of an interchange on the 

interstate system in order to obtain necessary serv1ces or 

to load or unload at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond 

a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between 

the terminal and the interchange. The fee for this permit 

is $125. 

(4) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), a permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other j11risdictions may, at 

the discretion of the department of highways, purchase 

permits 

required 

permit. 

( 5) 

to expire with their 

by the state governs 

The owner or operator of 

-4-
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vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 

30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

the department of highways has approved the configuration of 

the crane through a weight analysis completed within the 

same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the 

fee for the permit is $200. 

(6) The department may issue special permits to the 

operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles 

under the following conditions: 

(a} the combination may be operated only on highways 

that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as 

defined in 60-1-103 and within a 2-mi1e radius of an 

interchange on the interstate system on other highways only 

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and 

the interchange. 

(b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over 

(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed 

overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers and overhang; 

(c) a 

conventional 

combination of vehicles powered by a 

truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 

-5- HB 602 
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110 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang; 

(d) no individual cargo unit of the combination may 

exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102 inches in width; 

(e) gross weight fees under 61-10-203 must be paid on 

the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross 

weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed 

the formula in 61-10-107; 

(f) the combination must have a restricted route 

permit under 61-10-107(3) and a special overlength permit 

issued at a fee of $200 for a term permit or $20 for each 

trip permit; 

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to 

specific routes, hours of operation, specific days, or 

seasonal periods; and 

(h) the department may enforce any other restrictions 

determined by the department to be necessary. 

61-10-124. (Effective July 1, 1989) Special permits 

fee -- cranes. (1) As used in this section, ''crane'' means a 

self-propelled single-unit vehicle consisting of not more 

than four axles and used for raising, shifting, and lowering 

heavy weights by means of a projecting sw1nging arm. 

(2) Except as provided in 3~b~eet±en subsections 

(3)(b) and <lliil, in addition to the regular registration 

and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip 

permit and a fee of $75 for each term permit issued for s1ze 

-6- HB 602 
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and weight in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 

61-10-110 3h8±± must be paid for all movements under special 

permits on the public highways under the jurisdiction of the 

department of highways. 

( 3) (a) Except as provided in ~~b~eet±on subsections 

(3)(b) and (3)(d), term or blanket permits may not be issued 

for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or 

other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, 

combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in 

excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a 

limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination 

of vehicles, load, or ather thing in excess of these 

dimensions is limited to trip permits. Special permits for 

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers are not 

permitted under this section. Special permits for vehicle 

combinations may specify highway routing and otherwise limit 

or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or 

combination, including but not limited to required 

equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and 

insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(3)(a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a 
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period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fee 

required by 61-10-203 and with payment of the fee prescribed 

in subsection t2), allowable gross weight of a five-axle 

combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds. 

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but does not exceed 

100 feet in length, except a truck-trailer-tr-ailer __ or a 

truck tractor-semi trailer-trailer-trailer comb_inatj_:_::._._~~ 

travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid ---------

interstate system, as d~fi_!'':'~- in 60-l-103, or on ether - -·------

highways within a 2-mile radius of an inLerchanqe on the 
~-----

interstate system in order to obtain necessary services or 

to load or unload at a terminal. When a terminal ~~ beyond a 

2-mile radius, the department may authorize t~avel between 

the terminal and the interchange. The fee for this permit 

is $125. 

{4) Except as provided in subsection (3}(b), a permit 

mdy not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title~ including grace periods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at 

the discretion of the department of highways, purchase 

permits to expire with their registration. A license 

-8 HB 602 
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1 required by the state governs the issuance of a special 

permit. 

3 (5} The owner or operator of a crane with a gross 

4 vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 

5 30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

6 current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

7 the department of highways has approved the configuration of 

8 the crane through a weight analysis completed within the 

9 same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the 

10 fee for the permit is $200." 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. EJ<tension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on 

provisions of [this act) is extended to 

[this act]. 

the subject of the 

the provisions of 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act) is 

16 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 602 

INTRODUCED BY ROTH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING TO 100 FEET 

THE MAXIMUM LENGTH OF A VEHICLE OR COMBINATION OF VEHICLES 

ALLOWABLE UNDER SPECIAL PERMIT AND SUBJECTING THOSE VEHICLES 

TO A SPEED LIMIT OF 55 MILES PER HOUR; AMENDING SB€Tl8N 

SECTIONS 61-8-312 AND 61-10-124, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 61-8-312, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61-8-312. Special 

tractors, JK>tor-dr i ven 

speed limitations on trucks, truck 

cycles, and vehicles towing 

housetrailers. (1) No person shall operate any truck or 

truck tractor the gross weight of which exceeds 8,000 pounds 

at a speed greater than 65 miles pee hour on those completed 

sections of interstate and four-lane divided highways and 60 

miles per hour on those completed sections of primary and 

secondary highways. However, the truck nighttime speed limit 

shall not exceed that of automobiles as stated in 61-8-303. 

(2) No person shall operate any a vehicle subject to a 

term permit under 61-10-124{3){d) or a truck-trailer-trailer 

or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of 

vehicles subject to special permits under 61-10-124(4} at a 
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speed greater than 55 miles per hour. 

(3) No pecson shall operate any motor-driven cycle at 

any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed greater than 35 

miles per hour unless such motor-driven cycle is equipped 

with a headlamp or lamps which are adequate to reveal a 

person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead. 

{4) No person shall operate a vehicle which is towing 

a housetrailer at a speed greater than a maximum of 50 miles 

per hour. (Subsection (2} terminates July 1, 1989--sec. 8, 

Ch. 474, L. 1987.)" 

Section 2. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-124. (Temporary) Special permits fee 

cranes.. {1) As used in this section, "crane" mean·s a 

self-propelled single-unit vehicle consisting of not more 

than four axles and used for raising, shifting, and lowering 

heavy weights by means of a projecting swinging arm. 

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b), (3)(d), 

and (6), in addition to the regular registration and gross 

vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a 

fee of $75 for each term pecmit issued for size and weight 

in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-110 

~~8~T ~ be paid for all movements under special permits 

on the public highways under the jurisdiction of the 

department of highways. 

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsections (J)(b)L 
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(l){d), and (6), term or blanket permits may not be issued 

for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or 

other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, 

combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in 

excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a 

limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination 

of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these 

dimensions is limited to trip permits. Special permits for 

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers or more than 

two units designed for or used 

permitted except as provided 

to carry a load are not 

in subsection {6). Special 

permits for vehicle combinations may ~pecify and special 

permits under subsection (6) must specify highway routing 

and otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of 

the vehicle or combination, including but not limited to 

required equipment, speed, stability, operational 

procedures, and insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(3)(a). The fee for this permit is $7~. This permit covers a 

period of l year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

(c) With payment of the dppropriate gross weight fee 
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required by 61-10-203 and with payment of the fee prescribed 

in subsection (2), allowable gross weight ot ..1 five-axle 

combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds. 

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 ~eet in length but does not exceed 

100 feet in length, except a truck-tra~ler-trailer or a 

truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for 

travel only on highways that are par~_ of the federal-aid 

interstate system, as defined in 60-l-103, or on other 

highways within a 2~mile radius_ of an interchan~ on the 

interstate system in order to obtain necessary services or 

to load or unload at ~ terminal. When a ter~inal ___ i.s_ beyond 

a 2-mile radius, th~- department may authorize travel between 

the terminal and the interchange. The f~e for this permit 

is Sl25. 

{4) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), a permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other juri~dictions may, at 

the discretion of the department of highwdys, purchase 

permits to expire with their registration. A license 

required by the state governs the issuance of a special 

permit. 

{5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross 
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vehicle weight of le~~ than 80,000 pound$ may purchase a 

30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has d 

current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

the department of highways has approved the configuration of 

the crane through a weight analysis completed within the 

same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the 

fee for the permit is $200. 

(6) The department may issue special permits to the 

operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles 

under the following conditions: 

(a) the combination may be operated only on highways 

that are 

defined 

part of the federal-aid 

in 60-1-103 and within a 

interstate system 

2-mile radius of 

as 

an 

interchange on the interstate system on other highways only 

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and 

the interchange. 

(b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over 

(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed 

overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers and overhang: 

(c) a combination of vehicles powered by a 

conventional truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 
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110 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers dnd overhang: 

(d) no individual cargo unlt of the ~·umbltL.:I.tion may 

exceed 28 l/2 feet in length and 102 inche~ i11 width; 

(e) gross weight tees under 61-10-203 must be paid on 

the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross 

weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed 

the formula in 61-10-10./; 

(f) the cornoination must have a restricted ~oute 

permit under 61-10-107(3) and a specidl overlength permit 

issued at a fee of $200 tor a term permit or $20 for each 

trip permit; 

{g) travel of the combination may be restricted to 

specific routes, hours 

seasonal periods; and 

of operation, specific days, or 

(h) the department may enforce any other restrictions 

determined by the department to be necessary. 

61-10-124. (Effective July lr 1989) Special permits -­

fee --cranes. tl) As used in this sectiOJl, ''crane~ means a 

self-propelled single-unit vehicle consisting of not more 

than four axles and used for raising, shifting, and lowering 

heavy weights by means of a projecting swinqing arm. 

(2) Except as provided in ~tlb3eetion subsections 

(3)(b) and (3)(d} 1 in addition to the regular registration 

and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 tor each trip 

permit and a fee of $75 for each term permit is~ued for size 
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and weight in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 

61-10-110 shall must be paid foe all movements under special 

permits on the public highways under the jurisdiction of the 

department of highways. 

( 3) (a) Except as provided in ~tlb3eetion subsections 

(3)(b) and (3)(d), term or blanket permits may not be issued 

for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or 

other thing in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, 

combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in 

excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a 

limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination 

of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these 

dimensions is limited to trip permits. Special permits for 

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers are not 

permitted under this section. Special permits for vehiclP 

combinations may specify highway routing and otherwise limit 

or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or 

combination, including but not limited to required 

equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, dnd 

insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(3)(a). The fee for this permit is $15. This permit covers a 
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period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fee 

required by 61-10-203 and with payment of the fee prescribed 

in subsection (2), allowable gross weight of a five-axle 

combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds. 

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but_~oes not exceed 

100 feet in length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a 

truck tract_or-semitrailer-trailer-:~railer comb1nation, f~_!_ 

travel on~y on highways that are part of the federal-~~~ 

interstate system, as _ _9,_efined in 60-1-103_!.._____._ _ _9! ,-Jn other 

highways within a 2-mile radius of on the ----an i!'terchange 

interstate system in order to obtain nece~sary s~~~~ 

to load or unload at a terminal~ When ~~Eminal is beyond a 

2-mile radius! ~.tte department may d.uthori~e __ tra~l between 

the terminal and the interchange. The fee for this permit 

lS $125. 

{4) Except as provided in subsection (J)(b), a permit 

mdy nut be issued for a period of time gredter than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other juri~dictions may, at 

the discretion of the department of highways, purchase 

permits to expire w~th their registratiorl. A license 
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required by the state governs the is~uance of a special 

permit. 

3 (5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross 

4 vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 

5 30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

6 current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

7 the department of highways has approved the configuration of 

B the crane through a weight analysis completed within the 

9 same calendar year. The permit is not transterable, and the 

10 fee for the permit is $.!00." 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

12 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

13 provisions of [this actl is extended to the provisions of 

14 [this actJ. 

l.5 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. (This act! is 

16 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 602 

INTRODUCEO BY ROTH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING TO 100 FEET 

THE MAXIMUM LENGTH OF A VEHICLE OR COMBINATION OF VEHICLES 

ALLOWABLE UNDER SPECIAL PERMIT AND SUBJECTING THOSE VEHICLES 

TO A SPEED LIMIT OF 55 MILES PER HOUR: AMENDING 9Be'Pl9N 

SECTIONS 61-8-312 AND 61-10-124, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SEc;JIO .. 1. SECTION 61-8-312, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61-8-312. Special 

tractors, IIOtor-dr i ven 

speed li•itations on trucks, truck 

cycles, and vehicles towlng 

housetrailers. (1) No person shall operate any truck or 

truck tractor the gross weight of which exceeds 8,000 pounds 

at a speed greater than 65 miles per hour on those completed 

sections of interstate and four-lane divided highways and 60 

miles per hour on those ca.pleted sections of primary and 

Sf>C•)ndary highways. However, the truck nighttim~ speed limit 

shall not exceed that of automobiles as stated in 61-8-303. 

(2) No person shall operate any a vehicle subject to a 

term permit under 61-10-124(l)(d) or a truck-trailer-trailer 

or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of 

vehicles subject to special permits under 61-10-124(4) at a 
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speed greater than 55 miles per hour. 

(3) No pe[son shall operate any motor-driven cycle at 

any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed greater than 35 

miles per hour unless such motor-driven cycle is equipped 

with a headlamp or lamps which are adequate to reveal a 

person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead. 

(4) No person shall operate a vehicle which is towing 

a housetrailer at a speed greater than a maximum of 50 miles 

per hour. (Subsection (2) terminates July 1, 1989--sec. 8r 

Ch. 474, L. 1987.)" 

Section 2. Section 61-10-124, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-124. (~rary) Special per•its fee 

cranes. (1) "s used in this section, •crane• mean·s a 

self-propelled single-unit vehicle consisting of not more 

than four axles and used for raising, shifting, and lowering 

heavy weights by means of a projecting swinging arm. 

(2} Except as provided in subsections (l)(b), (l}(d), 

and (6), in addition to the regular registration and gross 

vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a 

fee of $75 for each term permit issued foF size and weight 

in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-110 

sha~\ must be paid for all movements under special permits 

on the public hiqhways under the jurisdiction of the 

department of highways. 

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b)!. 
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(l)fd), and (6), term or blanket permits may not be issued 

for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or 

other thing in excess of 15 feet; 

combination of vehicles, load, 

an overlenqth vehicle, 

object, or other thing in 

excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a 

limit determined by the department~ A vehicle, combination 

of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these 

dimensions is li•ited to trip permits. Special permits for 

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers or more than 

two units designed for or used to carry a load are not 

permitted except as provided in subsection (6). Special 

permits for vehicle coabinations may specify and special 

permits under subsection (6) must specify highway routin9 

and otherwise li•it or prescribe conditions of operation of 

the vehicle or combination, including but not limited to 

required equipment, speed, stability, operational 

procedures, and insurance. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

imple.ents of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(l)(a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fee 
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required by 61-10-203 and with payment of th~ t~e urescribed 

in subsection ( 2), allowable gross weight vt 

combination logging vehicle is 80,000 pounds. 

..~. flve-axle 

(d) A term permit may be is~~_'!__for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length but does not exceed 

100 feet in lengthr except a truck-trailer-trailer o~ a 

truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trdiler combination, for 

travel only on highways that are pa~ ___ of the federal-aid 

interstate system, as defined in 60-l-103, or on other 

highways within a 2-mile radius of an 1nterchange on the 

interstate system in order to obtain necessary serv1ces or 

to load or unload at_~ terminal. When a term~~-l 1~ ~eyond 

a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between 

the terminal and the interchange~. The fee for this permit 

is $125. 

(4) Except as provided in subsection {J)(b), d permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at 

the discretion of the department ot hiqhwdys, purchase 

permits to expire with their registration. A license 

required by the state governs the issuance of a special 

permit. 

(5) The owner or operator of a cran~ with d gross 
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vehicle weight of les~ than 80,000 pounds may pu~chase a 

30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

the department of highways has approved the configuration of 

the crane through a weight analysis completed within the 

same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the 

fee for the permit is $200. 

16} The department may issue special permits to the 

operating company for a truck-trailer-trailer or truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles 

under the following conditions: 

(a) the combination may be operated only on highways 

that are part of the federal-aid interstate system as 

defined in 60-1-103 and within a 2-mile radius of an 

interchange on the interstate system on other highways only 

in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload 

at a terminal. When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, 

the department may authorize travel between the terminal and 

the interchange. 

lb) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over 

(tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a truck may not exceed 

overall. length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear 

bumpers and overhang; 

(CI a combination of vehicles powered by a 

conventional truck-tractor may not exceed overall length of 
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110 feet, inclusive of front and rear lHHttpct :; und ,,vt!rhanq; 

(d) no individual cargo urul ut 1 Itt' ,·,1nlo1tl...Jt iLln may 

exceed 28 l/2 feet in length and 102 inche~ 111 wtdth; 

(e) gross weight fees under 6l-l0-20J must be paid on 

the truck or truck tractor for the declared registered gross 

weight of the spec1al vehicle combination, but nut to exceed 

the formula in 61-10-107; 

(f) the combindtion must hdve a restricted route 

permit under 61-10-107(3) and a special overlength permit 

issued at a fee of 5200 for a term per1n1t or 520 for each 

trip permit; 

(g) travel ot the combindtion may be reBtrlct~d to 

specific routes, hours ot operat1on, specific ddys, or 

seasonal periods; and 

(h) the department may enforce any other restrtctions 

determined by the department to be necessary. 

61-10-124. (Effective July 1, 19891 Special permits -­

fee -- c£anes. {l) As used in this secttun, "crane" means a 

self-propelled single-unit vehicle consisting of not more 

than four axles and used for raising, shittinq, dnd lowering 

heavy weights by means o.t a projecting ::>winging arm. 

(2) Except as provided 1n ~~b~eetion subsections 

(3)(b) and (3)(d), in addition to the regular reg.Lslration 

and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip 

permit and a fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size 

-6- HB 602 
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and weight in excess ot thdt specified in 61-10-101 through 

61-10-110 shall ~ be pdid for all movements under special 

permits on the public highways under the jurisdiction of the 

department of highways. 

(3) (a) Except as provided in sabsectioft subsections 

(l)(b) and (3)(d), term or blanket permits may not be issued 

for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or 

other thin9 in excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, 

combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in 

excess of 95 feet; and an overheight vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, or othec thing in excess of 14 feet, or of a 

limit deterained by the department. A vehicle, combination 

of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these 

dimensions is limited to trip permits. Special permits for 

vehicle combinations of more than two trailers are not 

permit ted under this section. Special permits for vehicle 

coabinations may specify highway routing and otherwise limit 

or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or 

combination, including but not limited to required 

equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and 

insurance. 

(b) A term permit .ay be issued to a dealer in 

i~lements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery far an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(3)(~). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a 
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period of 1 year and expires on December Jl )f t•,_n::h year 

with no grace period. 

(c) With pQyment of the appropriate gLoss weight fee 

required by 61-10-203 and with payment of the fee pLescLibed 

in subsection (2) 1 allowable gross weight of d five-axle 

combination logging vehicle is 80.000 pounds. 

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of 

vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length_~~~ doe~. not exceed 

100 feet in length, _except d truck-trailer-tL~iler o~ a 

truck trdctor -semitrailer:-_~ railer -trailer comb t n~ ~i__?_n---.!:~ 

travel only on highways that ar_~ part of the fedec~l-aid 

interstate 2Y_Stero. as defined in £.Q_-l-l!l.JL __ _9~ .-:..n utheL 

highways within a~.l!.~ rddiu~-~ ~~ter~o:h:~~~-- ~~ 

inter-state system __ _i___n ord:~ to o~~ain· nec~ss~£Y_ se':_~!_ces or 

to load or unload at a terminal_~_~hen d ~_._!_!!!._inal _i-~ -~yond a 

2-mi le ra4ius, __ the d~partment may author~~~~~-~_ between 

the terminal and the intercha~_~he ~~ for- this permit 

is $125. 

(4) Except as provided in subsection (l)(b}, a permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this t1tle. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other juLisdictions may, at 

the discretion of the department of highwdys, purchase 

permits to expire with their Leqistration. A l1cense 
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1 required by the ~tdte governs the issuance of a special 

2 permit. 

3 (5) The owner or operator of a crane with a gross 

4 vehicle weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 

5 30-day special permit for overweight if the crane has a 

6 current special mobile equipment identification plate and if 

7 the department of highways has approved the configuration of 

8 the crane through a weight analysis completed within the 

9 same calendar year. The permit is not transferable, and the 

10 fee for the permit is SlOO." 

ll NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of autho<ity. Any 

12 ex1sting authority to make rules on the subject of the 

13 provisions of (this act) is extended to the provisions of 

14 (this act]. 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [Thls act] is 

16 effective on passage and approval~ 

-End-
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