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INTRODUCED BY 

~5~ BILL No.~fZ 
. t tt 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE TRUSTEES 

OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO ADOPT AND ADMINISTER A POLICY FOR 

PLACEMENT TESTING OF ANY CHILD WHO ENROLLS IN A SCHOOL OF 

THE DISTRICT AND WHOSE PREVIOUS PLACE OF INSTRUCTION WAS A 

HOME SCHOOL; REQUIRING A HOME SCHOOL TO NOTIFY THE COUNTY 

SUPERINTENDENT EACH YEAR OF A STUDENT'S ATTENDANCE AT THE 

SCHOOL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 20-3-324 AND 20-5-109, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. School district placement 

testing of a child who en~olls from a home schoola The 

trustees of a school district shall: 

(1) adopt a district policy on placement testing of any 

child who enrolls in a school of the district and whose 

previous place of instruction was a home school as defined 

in 20-5-102(2)(f); 

(2) include in the adopted policy the following 

provisions: 

(a) the specific placement test or tests to be 

administered to any child subject to the provisions of 

subsection {l); 

(b) a procedure for grade and program placement of the 
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LC 0790/01 

child based on results of the placement testing, including 

considerations for the age and identified abilities of the 

child; and 

(c) a hearing process before the board of trustees of 

the district if the parent or guardian of a child is not in 

agreement with the placement of the child and requests a 

hearing before the board; and 

(3) administer the adopted policy required in 

subsection (1) in a uniform and fair manner. 

Section 2. Section 20-3-324, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-324. Powers and duties. As prescribed elsewhere 

in this title, the trustees of each district shall hav~-the 

power-a~a-it-shail-be-their-d~~y-to--perform--the--Eellowi~~ 

attties-or:-e:et!!l: 

{l) employ or dismiss a teacher, principal, or other 

assistant upon the recommendation of the district 

superintendent, the county high school principal, or other 

principal as the board may--deem ~~siders necessary, 

accepting or rejecting stleh ~ recommendation as the 

trustees shall in their sole discretion determine, in 

accordance with the provisions of Title 20, chapter 4; 

( 2) employ and dismiss administrative personnel, 

clerks, secretaries, teacher aides, custodians, maintenance 

per ~onnel , schoo 1 bus driver:;:;, food service personnel, 

nurses, and any other personnel O~emed considered necessary 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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to carry out the various services of the district; 

(3) administer the attendance and tuition provisions 

and otherwise govern the pupils of the district in 

accordance with the provisions of the pupils chapter of this 

title; 

(4) call, conduct, and certify the elections of the 

district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

elections chapter of this title; 

{5) participate in the teachers' retirement system of 

the state of Montana in acc6rdance with the provisions of 

the teachers' retirement system chapter of Title 19; 

{6) participate in district boundary change dCtions in 

accordance with the provisions of the districts chapter of 

this title; 

(7) organize, open, close, or acquire isolation status 

foe the schools of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school organization part of this title; 

(8) adopt and administer the annual budget or an 

emergency budget of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school budget system part of this title; 

(9) conduct the fiscal business of the district in 

accordance with the provisions of the school financial 

administration part of this title; 

(10) establish thP ANB, foundation program, permissive 

levy, additional levy, cash reserve, and state impact aid 

-3-
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amount for the general fund of the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the general fund part of this title; 

(11) establish, maintain, budget, and finance the 

transportation program of the district in accordance with 

the provislons of the transportation parts of this title: 

(12) issue, refund, sell, budget, and redeem the bonds 

of the district in accordance with the provisions of the 

bonds parts of this titl~; 

(13) when applicable, establish, financially administer, 

and budget for the tuition fund, retirement fund, building 

reserve fund, adult education fund, nonoperating fund, 

school food services fund, miscellaneous federal programs 

fund, building fund, lease or rental agreement fund, traffic 

education fund, and interlocal cooperative agreement fund in 

accordance with the provisions of the other school funds 

parts of this title; 

( 14) when applicable, administer any 

cooperative agreement, gifts, 

accordance with the provisions 

financial parts of this title; 

legacies, or 

of the 

inter local 

devises in 

miscellaneous 

(15) hold in trust, acquire, and dispose of the real and 

personal property of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school sites and facilities part of this 

title; 

(16) operate the schools of the di~trict in accordance 

-4-
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with the provisions of the school calendar part of this 

title; 

{17) establish and maintain the instructional services 

of the schools of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the instructional services, textbooks, 

vocational education, and special education parts of this 

title; 

(18) establish and maintain the school food services of 

the district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

food services parts of this title; 

(19} make Stleh reports from time to time as the county 

superintendent, superintendent of public instruction, and 

board of public education may require; 

(20) retain, when deemed considered advisable, a 

physician or registered nurse to inspect the sanitary 

conditions of the school or the general health conditions of 

each pupil and, upon request, make available to any parent 

or guardian any medical reports or health records maintained 

by the district pertaining to his child; 

(21} for each member of the trustees, visit each school 

of the district not less than once each school fiscal year 

to examine its management, conditions, and needs, except 

trustees from a first-class school district may share the 

responsibility for visiting each school i~ the district; 

(22) procure and display outside daily in suitable 
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weather at each school of the district an American flag 

whieh-3he%~-e~ that measures not less than 4 feet by 6 feet; 

eftd 

(23} adopt and administer a dist~ict policy on placement 

testing of any child who enrolls in a school of the district 

from a home school as required in (section l]; and 

t~3t(24) perform any other duty and enforce any other 

requirements for the government of the schools prescribed by 

this title, the policies of the board of public education, 

or the rules of the superintendent of public instruction.'' 

Section 3. Section 20-5-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-5-109. Nonpublic school requirements for compulsory 

enrollment exemption. To qualify its students for exemption 

from compulsory enrollment under 20-5-102, 

home school shall: 

a nonpublic or 

(1) maintain records on pupil attenddnce and disease 

immunization and make 3~eh the records available to the 

county superintendent of schools on request; 

(2) provide at least 180 days of pupil instruction or 

the equivalent in accordance with 20-1-301 and 20-1-302; 

(3) be housed in a building that complies with 

applicable local health and safety regulations; 

(4) provide an organized course of study that includes 

instructi~n in the subjects required or ?Ublic sch·~cis as a 

basic instructional program purstJant to 20-7-111; and 

-6-
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1 (5) in the case of home schools, notify the county 

2 superintendent of schools each school fiscal~ of the 

3 student's attendance at the school.'' 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

5 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

6 provisions of [this actj is extended to the provisions of 

7 (this act]. 

8 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. 

9 [Section lJ is intended to be codified as an integral part 

10 of Title 20, chapter 5, part 1, and the provisions of Title 

11 20 apply to [section 1). 

-End-

-7-
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APPROVED BY COHH. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE BILL NO. 597 

INTRODUCED BY DARKO, SCHYE 

A BILL FOR l\N ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE TRUSTEES 

OF l\ SCHOOL DISTRICT TO ADOPT l\ND ADMINISTER l\ POLICY ON 

l\SSESSMENT FOR PLl\CEMENT ~ES~iNG OF ANY CHILD WHO ENROLLS IN 

A SCHOOL OF THE DISTRICT l\ND WHOSE PREVIOUS PLl\CE OF 

INSTRUCTION Wl\S l\ H9ME-S€H96b NONPUBLIC SCHOOL THAT IS NOT 

l\CCREDITED; REQUIRING A-H9ME SUCH A SCHOOL TO NOTIFY THE 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT EACH YEl\R OF A STUDENT'S ATTENDANCE AT 

THE SCHOOL; l\ND AMENDING SECTIONS 20-3-324 AND 20-5-109, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. School district placement 

testing of a child who enrolls from a nome NONACCREDITED 

NONPUBLIC school. The trustees of a school district shall: 

(1) adopt a district policy on l\SSESSMENT FOR 

placement te~tin9 of any child who enrolls in a school of 

the district and whose previous place of instruction was a 

nom~-~eheol-a~-def±fted-ift-%8-5-lS~t<ttft; NONPUBLIC SCHOOL 

THAT IS NOT ACCREDITED; 

( 2) include in the adopted policy the following 

provisions: 

(a) the specific ASSESSMENT FOR placement te~t--o~ 

~n• , •• .,,.,, •• couno• 
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te~t~ to be administered to any child subject to the 

provisions of subsection (1); 

(b) a procedure for grade and program placement of the 

child based on results of the ASSESSMENT FOR placement 

test±n9, including considerations for the age and identified 

abilities of the child; and 

(c) a hearing process before the board of trustees of 

the district if the parent or guardian of a child is not in 

agreement with the placement of the child and requests a 

hearing before the board; and 

{3) administer the adopted policy required in 

subsection (1) in a uniform and fair manner. 

Section 2. Section 20-3-324, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-324. Powers and duties. As prescribed elsewhere 

in this title, the trustees of each district shall n~~e-~he 

power~and-~t-~ha~±-be-the±r-d~ty-to--~er£o~~--the--£ollew±n9 

dttt±e~-or--e:~t~: 

(1) employ or dismiss a teacher, principal, or other 

assistant upon the recommendation of the district 

superintendent, the county high school principal, or other 

principal as the board may--dee~ necessary, considers -------

accepting or rejecting ~tlen ~ recommendation as the 

trustees sna!i in their sole discretion determine, in 

accordance with the provisions of Title 20, chapter 4; 

( 2) employ and dismiss administrative personnel, 

-2- HB 597 
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clerks, secretaries, teacher aides, custodians, maintenance 

personnel, school bus drivers, food service personnel, 

11urses, and any other personnel deemed considered necessary 

to carry out the various services of the district; 

and 

{3) administer the attendance and tuition provisions 

otherwise govern the pupils of the district in 

accordance with the provisions of the pupils chapter of this 

title; 

(4} call, conduct, and certify the elections of the 

district in accordance with the provision~ of the school 

elections chapter of this title; 

(5) participate in the teachers' retirement sy~tem of 

the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of 

the teachers' retirement system chapter of Title 19: 

(6) participate in district boundary change actions in 

accordance with the provisions of the districts chapter of 

this title; 

(7) organize, open, close, or acquire isolation status 

for the schools of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school organization part of this title; 

(B) adopt and administer the annual budget or an 

emergency budget of the district in accordance wittt the 

provisions of the school budget system part of this title; 

(9) conduct the fiscal business of the district in 

accordditce with the provisi0115 of the school financial 

-3- HB 597 
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administration part of this title; 

(10) establish the ANB, foundation program, permissive 

levy, additional levy, cash reserve, and state impact aid 

amount for the general fund of the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the genera~ fund part of this title; 

(ll) establish, maintain, budget, and finance the 

transportation program of the district in accordance with 

the provisions of the transportation parts of this title; 

(12) issue, refund, sell, budget, and redeem the bonds 

of the district in accordance with the prov1s1ons of the 

bonds parts of this title; 

(13) when applicable, establish, f~nan~ialiy 

administer, and budget for the tuition f~nd, retirement 

fund, building reserve fund, adult education fund, 

nonoperating fund, school food services fund, miscellaneous 

federal programs fund, building fund, lease or rental 

agreement fund, traffic education fund, and interlocal 

cooperative agreement fund in accordance with the provisions 

of the other school funds parts of this title; 

(14) when applicable, administer any interlocal 

cooperative agreement, gifts, legacies, or devises in 

accordance with the provis1ons 

financial parts of this title; 

(15) hold in trust, acqutre, 

of the miscellaneous 

a11d dtspuse of the real 

and personal property of the district i11 accorddnce with the 

-4- HB 597 
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provisions of the school sites and facilities part 

title; 

of this 

(16} operate the schools oE the district in dCCOLdance 

with the provisions of the school calendar part 

title; 

of this 

(17) establish and maintain the instructional services 

of the schools of the district in accordance with the 

provisions or the instructional services, textbooks, 

vocational education, and special education parts of 

title; 

this 

(18) establish and maintain the school food services of 

the district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

food services parts of this title; 

(19) make ~ueh reports from time to time as the counly 

superintendent, superintendent of public instruction, 

board of public education may require; 

and 

(20} retain, when ~eemed considered advisable, a 

physician or registered nurse to inspect the sanitary 

conditions of the school or the general health conditions of 

each pupil and, upon request, make dVailable to any parent 

or guardian any medical reports or health records maintained 

by the district pertaining to his child; 

(21} for each member of the trustees, visit each schooi 

of the district not less than once each school fiscal year 

to examin~ its management, conditions, and needs, except 

-5- HB 597 
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trustees from a first-class school district may share the 

responsibility for visiting each school in the district; 

(22) procure and display outside daily in suicable 

\Ne.Jther a.t each school of the district dn American flag 

""hi:eh-sht:d:!-be that____!flea__?_~re~ not less than -l teet by 6 feet; 

and 

1.2l..L_ad0pt. -~~~in is~----~- di_st r ict "poli_c~ 

ASSL?~ME~_!____IOR E_!ac~~ent te~_t_~_:-':'3_ of_ a~o_y __ C:!'_i_!?_ ~ho enrolls in 

~school~~ d~strict from~ t!~-~~--~e__:_"'t_e>_?i NON?__!:lf!l:~-~ SCf-!00~ 

l'!-!~.1~-~ ~-~SJ_i~ Ac;:s;:_R EDI!_E_Q!- §S __ _£_ ~_(l_\..! i_r_t:~ __ ~ n -~_?PC ~~-O __ t~- _l.l__; _ d t:d 

t:23t~ perform any other duty and enf'.JLce anr' 

requirements for the ~overnment of the schools pr0· 

Jt her 

[)r--'d by 

this title, the policies of the boarJ of public educdtion, 

or the rules of the superintendent of public instrt1ction." 

Section 3. Section 20-S lO':.l, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-5-109. Nonpublic school requirements for 

compulsory enrollment exemption, To qualify its st:...:.dents for 

exemption from compulsory enrollment 

nonpublic or home school shall: 

under 20-5-102, a 

( 1) mai:1tain records on pupil at:tendunce and disease 

immunization and make ::st%eh the records available to the 

county superintendent oE schools ~n request; 

{ 2) provide at least 180 ddys of p11pil ~nstruction or 

the equivalent in accordance with 20-l-301 dlld 20-l-302; 

{ 3) be housed lrl a buildi~g tha l complies with 

-6- HB 597 
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1 applicable local heQlth and safety regulations; 

2 (4) provide an organized course of study that includes 

3 instruction in the subjects required of public schools as a 

4 basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-lll; and 

5 (5) 1n the case of home schools, notify the county 

6 superintendent of schools each school fiscal 1ea~ of the 

7 stude~t's attendance at the school." 

8 NEW SECTIO~_·_ Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

9 existing authority to maKe rules on the subject of the 

10 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

ll [this act]. 

12 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. 

13 [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

14 ot Title 20, chapter 5, part 1, and the provisions of Title 

15 20 apply to [section 1]. 

-End-

-7- HB 597 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 597 

INTRODUCED BY DARKO, SCHYE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE TRUSTEES 

OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO ADOPT AND ADMINISTER A POLICY ON 

ASSESSMENT FOR PLACEMENT ~ES~tNG OF ANY CHILD WHO ENROLLS IN 

A SCHOOL OF THE DISTRICT AND WHOSE PREVIOUS PLACE OF 

INSTRUCTION WAS A H6MB-SBHeeb NONPUBLIC SCHOOL THAT IS NOT 

ACCREDITED; REQUIRING A-H6MB SUCH A SCHOOL TO NOTIFY THE 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT EACH YEAR OF A STUDENT'S ATTENDANCE AT 

THE SCHOOL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 20-3-324 AND 20-5-109, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. School district placement 

testing of a child who en<olls f<om a home NONACCREDITED 

NONPUBLIC school. The trustees of a school district shall: 

(l) adopt a district policy on ASSESSMENT FOR 

placement ~es~iftg of any child who enrolls in a school of 

the district and whose previous place of instruction was a 

home-sehool-as-defined-in-~B-5-%Bitittft7 NONPUBLIC SCHOOL 

THAT IS NOT ACCREDITED; 

( 2) include 

provisions: 

in the adopted policy the following 

(a) the specific ASSESSMENT FOR placement test--o~ 

~,.,.,,.. ... c..-
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ee~~~ to be administered to any child subject to the 

provisions of subsection (1); 

{b} a procedure for grade and program placement of the 

child based on results of the ASSESSMENT FOR placement 

te~tinq, including considerations for the age and identified 

abilities of the child; and 

lc) a hearing process before the board of trustees of 

the district if the parent or guardian of a child is not in 

agreement with the placement of the child and requests a 

hearing before the board; and 

(3} administer the adopted policy required in 

subsection (1) in a uniform and fair manner. 

Section 2. Section 20-3-324, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-3-324~ Powers and duties. As prescribed elsewhere 

in this title, the trustees of each district shall "eve-ene 

pewe~-eftd-it-she!!-be-thei~-d~ty-t~--pe~£~~m--the--£o%iowi~~ 

dttt±e~-or-aets: 

(1) employ or dismiss a teacher, principal, or other 

assistant upon the recommendation of the district 

superintendent, the county high school principal, or other 

principal 

accepting 

trustees 

as the board 

or rejecting 

~he:l! in their 

mey--aeem considers necessary, 

~~en ~ recommendation as the 

sole discretion d~termine, in 

accordance with the provisions of Title 20, chapter 4; 

(2) employ and dismiss administrative p~rsonnel, 

-2- HB 597 
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clerks, secretaries, teacher aides, custodians, maintenance 

personnel, school bus drivers, food service personnel, 

nurses, and any other personnel deemed considered necessary 

to carry out the various services of the district; 

(3} administer the attendance and tuition provisions 

and otherwise govern the pupils of the district in 

accordan-ce with the provisions of the pupils chapter of this 

t it1e; 

{4) call, conduct, and certify the elections of the 

district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

elections chapter of this title; 

(5) participate in the teachers' retirement system of 

the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of 

the teachers' retirement system chapter of Title 19; 

(6) participate in district boundary change actions in 

accordan~e with the provisions of the districts chapter of 

this title; 

(7) organize, open, close, or acquire isolation status 

for the schools of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the scbool organizdtion part of this title; 

(8) adopt and administer the annual budget or an 

emergency budget of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school budget system part of this title; 

(9) conduct the fiscal business of the district in 

accordance wilh the provisions of the school financial 

-3- HB 597 
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administration part of this title; 

(10) establish the ANB, foundation program, permissive 

levy, additional levy, cash reserve, and state impact aid 

amount far the general fund of the district in accordance 

with the provision~ of the general fund part of this title; 

(11) establish, maintain, budget, and finance the 

transportation program of the district in accordance with 

the provisions of the transportation parts of this title; 

(12) issue, refund, sell, budget, and redeem the bonds 

of the district in accordance with the prov1sions of the 

bonds parts of this title; 

(13) when applicable, establish, financially 

administer, and budget for th~ tuition fund, retirement 

fund, building reserve fund, adult education fund, 

nonoperatinq fund, school food service~ fund, miscellaneous 

federal programs fund, building tund, lease or rental 

agreement fund, traffic education fur1d, and interlocal 

cooperative agreement fund in accocdance with the provisions 

of the other school funds parts of this title; 

{ 14) when applicable, administer 

cooperative agreement, gifts, legdci€-s, 

accordance with the provisions of the 

financial parts of this title; 

any 

or 

inter local 

devises in 

miscellaneous 

(15) hold in trust, acquire. and dispose of the real 

and personal properly of the distr i.~.:t 111 acconlc:HlCE' with the 
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provisions of the schuul :;;ites a.nd facilities part of this 

t1tle; 

(16) operate the schools Jt the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the school calendar part of this 

title; 

(17) establish and maintain the instructional servi~es 

of the schools of the district 1n accordance with the 

provisions of the instructional services, textbooks, 

vocational education, and special education parts of this 

title; 

(18) establish and maintain the school food services of 

the district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

food services parts of this title; 

{19) make stteh reports from time to time as the county 

superintendent, superintendent of public instruction, and 

board of public education may require; 

(20) retain, when deemed ~~nsidered advisable, a 

physician or registered nurse to inspect the sanitary 

conditions of the school or the general health conditions of 

each pupil and, upon request, make available to any parent 

or guardian any medical reports or health records maintained 

by the district pertaining to his child; 

(21) for each member of the trustees, visit each school 

of the district not less than once each school fiscal year 

to examine its management, conditions, and needs, except 
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trustees from a Eirst-cldSS schOL)] di~Lr;ct Ill.J)I shctre the 

re::;ponsibility for visiting each sch,~,-.; til rnt· ll~t roct; 

(22) procure and displdy outsid~ 11.1tty d1 ::illitable 

W€'3ther at each scho~,_;l of the di~;trict .1n Am~rican flag 

whtel-t-~1-ta-1::1::-be tha_~~asu~~-s_ not less than -1 feet by 6 feet; 

e:r:d 

!11_L adopt_~--~dminL~-~E ____ a __ di~£_ict -~lie~ 

ASS_ESSM~J:!'!'__fOR placeme!l_!. !~~t}_nq £!_ -~_ny c.~ __ i_!~ __ w__!:!o enrolls in 

~--:?~:2i_!_~dis_!_!_~ct fro~-~ h.~me-~_c;_h~~t NO~_P__!:'~~~~-SCHOOL 

'!'.~~1'- ~ §_ __ ~9_!_~~~.l!f!> IT_f:Q!- ~_£e~~ ~-r ~d __ -~ ~~ ~sec t_~c_~1 _) _U __ .J_t_~q 

ti!:ltll!l_ perform any other duty and t-nfotct;> dll{ ·Jther 

requirements for the government of the schvois pr~"" : n.=!d by 

this title, the po1 icies of the board of public educdtlon, 

or the rules of the superintendent of public instruction." 

Section 3. Section 20-5-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

M20-5-109. Nonpublic school requirements fa< 

compulsory enrollment exemption. To qualify its students for 

exemption from compulsory enrollment under 20-5-102, a 

nonpublic or home school shall: 

(l} maintain [ecurds on pupil atte11dance and disease 

immunization and make ~tleh the Lecords available to the 

county superintendent of schools on reques~: 

(2) provide at least 180 days of pu~1l instruction or 

the equivalent in accordance with 20-l-301 .:u;d 20-l-302; 

(3) be housed in a builditlg thdt complies with 
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applicable local health and safety regulations; 

2 (4) provide a11 organized course of study that includes 

3 instruction in the subjects required of public schools as a 

4 basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-111; and 

5 (5) 1n the case of home schools, notify the county 

6 superintendent at schools eac~_school fiscal _y~~~- of the 

7 student's attendanct! at the school." 

8 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

9 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

10 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

11 [this act}. 

12 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. 

13 [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

14 of Title 20, chapter 5, part 1, and the provisions of Title 

15 20 apply to [section 1}. 

-End-
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SEIATB S!AIDIIG COHHIT!BB RBPORT 

March 17, 1989 

MR. PRESIDENTt 
We, your committee on Education and Cultural Resources, having 

had under consideration HB 597 (third reading copy -- blue), 
respectfully report that HB 597 be amended and as so amended be 
concurred int 

1. Page 1, line 15. 
Following, "district• 
Inserts "assess•ent for" 

2. Page 1, line 16. 
Strike• "testing" 

3. Page 7, line 6. 
Following• "schools" 

Sponsort Darko (Mazurek) 

Insert• ", of the county in whieft the home school is lo,ated, in" 

AaD AS AHIIDBD BB COICURRBD II 

Signeds ~IU-rer/-
H. w. Hammond, Chair•an 

HS !:t'/1 
SENATE . 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 597 

INTRODUCED BY DARKO, SCHYE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE TRUSTEES 

OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO ADOPT AND ADMINISTER A POLICY ON 

ASSESSMENT FOR PLACEMENT TESTfNG OF ANY CHILD WHO ENROLLS IN 

A SCHOOL OF THE DISTRICT AND WHOSE PREVIOUS PLACE OF 

INSTRUCTION WAS A H8MB-S€He8b NONPUBLIC SCHOOL THAT IS NOT 

ACCREDITED; REQUIRING A-H6ME SUCH A SCHOOL TO NOTIFY THE 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT EACH YEAR OF A STUDENT'S ATTEN[ ANCE AT 

THE SCHOOL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 20-3-324 AND 20-5-109, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. School district ASSESSMENT 

FOR placement testin~ of a child who enrolls from a home 

NONACCREDITED NONPUBLIC school. The trustees of a school 

district shall: 

( 1) adopt a district policy on ASSESSMENT FOR 

placement testing of any child who enrolls in a school of 

the district and whose previous place of instruction was a 

home-~ehool-e~-deftfted-tft-~9-5-l9~t~tttt; NONPUBLIC SCHOOL 

THAT IS NOT ACCREDITED; 

( 2) include in the adopted policy the following 

provisions: 

~n• '-•""'"•• Council 
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(a) the specific ASSESSMENT FOR placement test--o~ 

test~ to be administered to any child subject to the 

provisions of subsection (1); 

(b) a procedure for grade and program placement of the 

child based on results of the ASSESSMENT FOR placement 

t~~t~~9, including considerations for the age and identified 

abilities of the child; and 

(c) a hearing process before the board of trustees of 

the district if the parent or guardian of a child is not in 

agreement with the placement of the child and requests a 

hearing before the board: and 

(3) administer the adopted policy requ1red in 

subsection (1) in a uniform and fair manner. 

Section 2. Section 20-3-324, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-324. Powers and duties. As prescribed elsewhere 

in this title, the trustees of each district shall heve-th~ 

power-and-it-shaii-be-their-dtlty-tc--perform--the--fcllowi~g 

dt:2tie~-or-e:~t~: 

(1) employ or dismiss a teacher, principal, or other 

assisr_ant upon the recommendation of the district 

superintendent, the county high school principal, or other 

principal as the board may--deem considers necessary, 

accepting or rejecting ~~en ~ recommendation as the 

trustees ~hait in their sole discretion determine, in 

accordance with the provisions of Title 20, chapter 4; 
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(2) employ and dismiss administrative personnelr 

clerks, secretaries, teacher aides, custodians, maintenance 

personnel, school bus drivers, food service personnel, 

nurses, and any other personnel deemed considered necessary 

to carry out the various services of the district; 

(3) administer the attendance and tuition provisions 

and otherwise govern the pupils of the district in 

accordance with the provisions of the pupils chapter of this 

title; 

(4) call, conduct, and certify the elections of the 

district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

elections chapter of this title; 

(5) participate 10 the teachers• retirement system of 

the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of 

the teachers 1 ret1rement system chapter of Title 19; 

(6) participate in district boundary change actions in 

accordance with the provisions of the districts chapter of 

this title; 

(7) orqanize, open, close, or acquire isolation status 

for the schools of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school organization part of this title; 

(8) adopt and administer the annual budget or an 

emergency budqet of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school budget system part of this title: 

(9) conduct the fiscal business of the district in 
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accordance with the provisions of the school financial 

administration part of this title; 

(10} establish the ANB, foundation program, permissive 

levy, additional levy, cash reserve, and state impact aid 

amount for the general fund of the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the general fund part of this titlet 

(11) establish, maintain, budget, and finance the 

transportation program of the district in accordance with 

the provisions of the transportation parts of this title; 

(12) issue, refund, sell, budget, and redeem the bonds 

of the district in accordance with the provlSlOrls of the 

bonds parts of this title; 

[13) when applicable, 

administer, and budget for the 

fund, building reserve fund, 

establish, financially 

tuition fund, retirement 

adult education fund, 

nonoperating fund, school food service5 fund, miscellaneous 

federal programs fund, building fund, lease or rental 

agreement fund, traffic education fund, and interlocal 

cooperative agreement fund in accordance with the ptovisions 

of the other school funds parts of this titl~; 

(14} when applicable, administer any interlocal 

cooperative agreement, gifts, 

accordance with the provisions 

financial parts of this title; 

legacies, 

of the 

or devises in 

miscellaneous 

(15) hold in trust, acquire, and dispcse of the real 
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and personal property of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school sites and facilities part of this 

title; 

(16) operate the schools of the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the school calendar part of this 

title; 

(17) establish and maintain the instructional services 

of the schools of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the instructional services, textbooks, 

vocational education, and special education parts of this 

title; 

{18) establish and maintain the school food services of 

the district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

food services parts of this title; 

(19} make Stleh reports from time to time as the county 

superintendent, superintendent of public instruction, and 

board of public education may require; 

{20) retain, when deemed considered advisable, a 

physician or registered nurse to inspect the sanitary 

conditions of the school or the general health conditions of 

each pupil and, upon request, make available to any parent 

or guardian any medical reports or health records maintained 

by the district pertaining to his child; 

(21) for each member of the trustees, visit each school 

of the district not less than once each school fiscal year 
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to examine its management, conditions, and needs, except 

trustees from a first-class school district may share the 

responsibility for visiting each school in the district; 

(22) procure and display outside daily in suitable 

weather at each school of the district an American flag 

wn~en-~nalt-b~ that measures not less than 4 feet by 6 feet; 

"nd 

(23) adopt and adminlster a district policy on 

ASSESSMENT FOR placement t~~t~n9 of any child who enrolls in 

a school of the district from a nome-seheel NONPUBLIC SCHOOL -------- -··~---

THAT IS NOT ACCREDITED, as required in [secti?Q__l !; an_d 

t~3tE!l_ perform any other duty and enforce any other 

requirements for the government of the schools prescribed by 

this title, the policies of the board of public education, 

or the rules of the superintendent of public instruction.'' 

Section 3. Section 20-5-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-5-109. Nonpublic school requirements fo< 

compulsory enrollment exemption. To qualify its students for 

exemption from compulsory enrollment under 20-5-102, a 

nonpuhlic or home school shall: 

(1} maintain records en pupil attenciance and disease 

irrununization and make ~1:2en the record::; avQilable to the 

county superintendent of schools on request; 

(2) provide at least 180 days of pupil instruction or 

the equivalent in accordance with 20-1-301 and 20-l-302; 
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1 (3) t>e housed in a building that complies with 

2 applicable local health and safety regulations; 

3 {4) provide an organized course of study that includes 

4 instruction in the subjects required of public schools as a 

5 basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-111; and 

6 (5) in the case of home schools, notify the county 

7 superintendent of schools, OF THE COUNTY IN WHICH THE HOME 

8 SCHOOL IS LOCATED, IN each school fiscal year of the 

9 student's attendance at the school.N 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

11 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

12 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

13 [this act]. 

14 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. 

15 (Section 1) is intended to be codified as an integral part 

16 of Title 20, chapte-r 5, part 1, and the provisions of Title 

17 20 apply to [section 1]. 

-End-
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