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,l!u,se , BILL NO. ~/f 
INTRODUCED BY ·r/".''-"1· ·:L"i ,u,/,, ·~-'.>c,·. "·- .!!,,",. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REMOVE THE AUTHORITY 

OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

TO USE FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE ALTERNATIVE VEHICLES TO TRANSPORT 

PUPILS TO AND FROM SCHOOL; AND AMENDING SECTION 20-10-111, 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-111, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-10-111. Duties of board of public education. (1) 

The board of public education, ey-a~d with the advice of the 

Montana department of justice and the superintendent of 

public instruction, shall adopt and enforce policies, not 

inconsistent with the motor vehicle laws, to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buse~ in the state of Montana. Such 

policies shall: 

(a) prescribe minimum standards for the design and 

construction of school buses not inconsistent with: 

(i) minimum standards adopted by the nationuL 

commission on safety education; or 

(ii) minimum standards ddopted by the national highw<~y 

safety bureau; 
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(b) prescribe standards and specifications for the 

lighting equipmer1t ~nd special warning devices to be carried 

by school buses i11 conformity with: 

(i) curre11t specifications approved by the society of 

automobile engineers; 

(ii) motor vehicle laws; and 

(iii) the requirement that all school buses sh6!t have 

an alternately flashing prewarning lighting system of four 

amber signal lamps to be used while preparing to stop and an 

alternately Elashing warning lighting system of four red 

signal lamps to be used while stopped in accordance with 

61·-9-402; 

(c) establish any other driver qualification~ that-may 

be---deemed. considered necessary 

qualifications required in 20-10-103; 

(d) prescribe cri~eria for the 

in addition to the 

establishment of 

transportation service areas for school bus purposes by the 

county transportation committee which shall allow fot the 

establishment of such areas without regard to the district 

boundary lines within the county; 

(e) prescribe any other criteria for the determination 

of the re~;idencP of a pupil that may llr~ deemed neces3ary 1n 

addition to thP criteria establisherl 111 20-10-105; 

{f) [.Jfescr tbe any other polici"~; Ear the operation of 

school bu:w:~ wh i dt are nut inconsist t·11t with: 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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(i) motor vehicle laws; NEW SECTION. Section 2. Eitension of authority. Any 

2 (ii) minimum standards adopted for school bus operation 2 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

by the national commission on safety Pducation; J provisiotiS of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

4 (iii) highway safety standards; and 4 [this act]. 

(iv} the transportation provisions of this title; -End-

6 {g) prescribe standards for the measurement of the 

7 child seating capacity of school buses, to be known as the 

a rated capacity. 

9 tzt~-~h@-eoe~d-e£-p~bli~-ed~eee±o~-may-qrent-permies±en 

10 eo-the-trtlSt~es-Of-efty-distriee-to-~se-for-tran~portation--a 

11 £o~r-wheel--dr±ve--vehieie--eepable--of--tran3porting--eight 

12 p8ssen9ers-or-less-that--meets--the--m~nimttm--~tandards--£or 

13 these~--veh±eies--as--prescribed--by--the--board--of--ptlblie 

14 edueatio~-±f-~h±~-type--o£--ve~±ele--w±Zi--not--be--~~ed--to 

15 t~anspore-more-e~an-eight-pupii~-per-tripo 

16 t3t--Whenever--the-board-of-p~bt±e-edueation-grane~-the 

l 7 t rttstee~-o£-e: -d± ~~rict -perm± ss±on- to-· use -a-fott r-whee ±- -dri"1e 

18 ~eh±ele---~nder---the--provie±on~--of--~ubseet~on--tit;--the 

19 re±mbttr~ement--to--the--dietr±et--~hatl--be--based--on---the 

20 on-sehedu%e-rate-of-ZO-eents-per-m~t~. 

21 t4ti£1 The board of public education shall prescribe 

22 any other policy necessary for the proper administration and 

23 operation of individual transportd.t ion programs that are not 

24 inconsistent with the transportation provisions of this 

2'J title ... 

-J- -4-
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APPROVED BY COHM. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE BILL NO. 519 

INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, CONNELLY, JOHNSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REMOVE THE AUTHORITY 

OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

TO USE FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE ALTERNATIVE VEHICLES TO TRANSPORT 

PUPILS TO AND FROM SCHOOL; ANB AMENDING SECTION 20-10-111, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sect ion 20-10-111, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-10-111. Duties of board of public education. (1) 

The board of public education, by-and with the advice of the 

Montana department of justice and the superintendent of 

public instruction, shall adopt and enforce policies, not 

inconsistent with the motor vehicle laws, to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buses in the state of Montana. Such 

policies shall: 

(a) prescribe minimum standards for the design and 

construction of school buses not inconsistent with: 

( i) minimum standards adopted by the national 

commission on safety education; or 

(ii) minimum standards adopted by the national highway 

safety bureau; 
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(b) prescribe standards and specifications for the 

lighting equipment and special warning devices to be carried 

by school buses in conformity with: 

(i) current specifications approved by the society of 

automobile engineers; 

(ii) motor vehicle laws; and 

(iii) the requirement that all school buses eha~l have 

an alternately flashing prewarning lighting system of four 

dmber signal lamps to be used while preparing to stop and an 

alternately flashing warning lighting system of four red 

signal lamps to be used while stopped in accordance with 

61-9-402; 

(c) establish any other driver qualifications that-may 

be---deemed considered ----- necessary in addition to the 

qualifications required in 20-10-103; 

(d) prescribe criteria for the establishment of 

transportation service areas for school bus purposes by the 

county transportation committee which shall allow for the 

establishment Of such areas without regard to the district 

boundary lines within the county; 

(e) prescribe any other criteria for the determination 

of the residence of a pupil that may be deemed necessary in 

addition to the criteria established in 20-10-105; 

(f) prescribe any other policies for the operatiQn of 

school buses which are not inconsistent with: 

-2- HB 519 
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{i) motor vehicle laws: 1 

2 
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(ii) minimum standards adopted for school bus operation 

by the national commission on safety education; 

(iii) highway safety standards; and 

(iv) the transportation provisions of this title; 

{g) prescribe standards for the measurement of the 

child seating capacity of school buses, to be known as the 

8 rated capacity. 

9 t-Et --'fhe-board-of-pt~bli e-e:ftt:~ea e i-oft-may-9ran t-perm±.e:s :i-en 

l 0 t:e-eh@- t:: r 1:2stees -of -e.fty-d.ist ri et- t:e- t1se-£or -tre:ftsporea t:-ieft-- a 

11 £o~r-vheei--dr±ve--veh±e~e--eapabie--o£--traftsportin9--ei9ht 

12 pa.sse nge r s -or-%e ss -the:t --meets-- t: he--m± n±mtslft--s taftda ·rd.s-- tor 

13 these---Yeh±eles--as--prescribed--~y--the--board--of--pttbl±e 

14 ed~e~tte"-if-~~is-~ype--of--veh±e~e--wil±--no~--be--~sed--~e 

15 t~~n~por~-more-~han-eight-p~p±i~-per-trip. 

16 t3t--Whenever--~he-he~~d-of-pttblie-ed~eet±on-gra"t~-the 

17 trt2stees-e£-e-dist:~±e-t:-permission-to-use-a-£otu·-whee~--dri-ve 

18 vehie%e---~nder---ehe--provisions--of--subseet±on--tit7--the 

19 reilllbt!rsement--to--~he--dtstriet--sha%3::--be--Msed--on---the 

20 on-oehedtt±e-rate-oi-iS-cents-per-miie• 

21 t4till The board of public education shall prescribe 

22 any ather policy necessary for the proper administration and 

23 operation of individual transportation programs that are not 

24 inconsistent with the transportation provisions of this 

25 title." 

-3- HB 519 
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT] IS 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1990. 

-End-

-4- HB 51·9 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 519 

INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, CONNELLY, JOHNSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REMOVE THE AUTHORITY 

OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

TO USE FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE ALTERNATIVE VEHICLES TO TRANSPORT 

PUPILS TO AND FROM SCHOOL; ANB AMENDING SECTION 20-10-111, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-111, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-10-111. Duties of board of public education. (1) 

The board of public education, hy-and with the advice of the 

Montana department of justice and the superintendent of 

public instruction, shall adopt and enforce policies, not 

inconsistent with the motor vehicle laws, to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buses in the state of Montana. Such 

policies shall: 

(a) prescribe minimum standards for the design and 

construction of school buses not inconsistent with: 

(i) minimum standards adopted by the national 

commission on safety education; or 

(ii) minimum standards adopted by the national highway 

safety bureau: 
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HB 0519/02 

(b) prescribe standards and specifications for the 

lighting equipment and special warning devices to be carried 

by school buses in conformity with: 

(i) current specifications approved by the society of 

automobile engineers; 

(ii) motor vehicle laws: and 

(iii) t~e requirement that all school buses shali have 

an alternately flashing prewarning lighting system of four 

amber signal lamps to be used while preparing to stop and an 

alternately flashing warning lighting system of four red 

signal lamps to be used while stopped in accordance with 

61-9-402; 

(c) establish any other driver qualifications that-may 

be---~eeaed considered necessary in addition to the 

qualifications required in 20-10-103; 

(d) prescribe criteria for the establishment of 

transportation service areas for school bus purposes by the 

county transportation committee which shall allow for the 

establishment Of such areas without regard to the district 

boundary lines within the county; 

(e) prescribe any other criteria for the dete[mination 

of the residence of a pupil that may be deemed necessary in 

addition to the criteria established in 20-10-105; 

(f) prescribe any other policies for the operation of 

school buses which are not inconsistent with: 

-2- HB 519 
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(i) motor vehicle laws; 

(ii) minimum standards adopted for school bus operation 

by the national commission on safety education; 

(iii) highway safety standards; and 

(iv) the transportation provisions of this title; 

(g) prescribe standards for the measurement of the 

child seating capacity of school buses, to be known as the 

rated capacity. 

trt--~he-beard-ei-pub~ie-ed~eatien-may-~~ant-perm~ssioft 

10 to-the-tr~stees-ef-any-d±str*e~-to-use-for-transportation--a 

11 fo~r-wheei--d~ive--veftieie--capable--of--transporting--e±ght 

12 passengers-or-iess-that--meets--the--minimam--standards--for 

13 these---yehieles--5~--preseribed--by--the--board--o£--pHblie 

14 edacat~oft-if-this-type--~r--ve~ie~e--wi~~--"e~--~--Hsed--to 

15 transpert-Me~e-~han-eight-p•pi~s-per-t~iP• 

16 t3t--~enewer--the-heard-ef-pub~ic-edaeation-grant~-the 

11 t~ttstees-of-a-distriet-permission-to-use-a-foar-wheei--drive 

18 wehieie---under---the--provisions--o£--sabseetion--titT--the 

19 reimbursement--to--tne--distriet--shali--be--Dased--on---the 

20 on-seheduie-rate-ot-%6-eeftts-per-miieo 

21 t4till The board of public education shall prescribe 

22 any other policy necessary for the proper administration and 

23 operation of individual transportation programs that are not 

24 inconsistent with the transportation provisions of this 

25 title." 

-3- HB 519 
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. &<tension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of (this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act I. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT) IS 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1990. 

-End-

-4- HB 519 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 519 

INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, CONNELLY, JOHNSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REMOVE THE AUTHORITY 

OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

TO USE FOUR-WHEE!. DRIVE ALTERNATIVE VEHICLES TO TRANSPORT 

PUPILS TO AND FROM SCHOOL: ANB AMENDING SECTION 20-10-111, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-111, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-10-111. Duties of board of public education. (1) 

The board of public @ducation, by-aftd with the advice of the 

Montana department of justic@ and the superintendent of 

public instruction, shall adopt and enforce policies, not 

inconsistent with the motor vehicle laws, to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buses in the state of Montana. Such 

policies shall: 

(a) prescribe minimum standards for the design and 

construction of school buses not inconsistent with: 

(i) minimum standards adopted by the national 

commission on safety education; or 

(ii) minimum standards adopted by the national highway 

safety bureau; 
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(b) presc~ibe standards and specifications for the 

lighting equipment and special warning devices to be carried 

by school buses in conformity with: 

(i) current specifications approved by the society of 

automobil@ engineers; 

(ii) motor vehicle laws: and 

liiil the requirement that all school buses sh&ll have 

an alternately flashing prewarning lighting system of four 

amber signal lamps to be used while preparing to stop and an 

alternately flashing warning lighting system of four red 

signal lamps to be used while stopped in accordance with 

61-9-402: 

(c) @stablish any other driver qualifications ~h&t-may 

he---deemed considered necessary in addition to the 

qualifications required in 20-10-103: 

(d) prescribe criteria for the establishment of 

transportation service areas for school bus purposes by the 

county transportation committee which shall allow for the 

establishment Of such areas without regard to the district 

boundary lines within the county; 

(e) prescribe any other criteria for the determination 

of the residence of a pupil that may be deemed necessary in 

addition to the criteria established in 20-10-105; 

(f) prescribe any other policies for the operation of 

school buses which are not inconsistent with: 

-2- HB 519 
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(i) motor vehicle laws; 1 
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(ii) minimum standards adopted for school bus operation 

by the national commission on safety education; 

(iii) highway safety standards; and 

(iv) the t~ansportation provisions of this title; 

lq) prescribe standards for the measurement of the 

child seatinq capacity of school buses, to be known as the 

8 rated capacity. 

9 t~t~-•ne-boar~-of-p~bl~e-edueaeien-aay-grant-permi~~ion 

10 to-the-trastees-of-any-dist~iet-to-use-for-transportstion--a 

11 four-wheel--drive--•ehieie--eapabie--of--transporting--eight 

12 pess~n~ers-or-i~ss-that--eeets--the--m±nimtt~--standards--for 

13 these- --vehieles--as--preserihed--by--~he--board--of--p~elie 

14 edueation-if-this-~ype--of--weft*ele--vill--no~--De--~~ed--to 

15 t~ansport-.ore-than-e~qht-pupils-pe~-trip~ 

16 t3t--Whenewe~--the-eoard-of-pttet~e-edtteetion-gran~3-~he 

17 trus~ees-of-a-distrtet-permtsston-to-cse-a-~ottr-wheel--drive 

18 weftiele---under---the--pTOYisions--of--sttb~eetion--t~t7--tfte 

19 reimbarsement--to--the--distriet--shal±--ee--based--on---tfte 

20 on-schedttle-rate-of-~8-eents-per-m±leo 

21 tfti£1 The board of public education shall prescribe 

22 any other policy necessary for the proper administration and 

23 operation of individual transportation pro9rams that are not 

24 inconsistent with the transportation provisions of this 

25 title." 

-3- HB 519 
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. E><tension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of (this actl is extended to the provisions of 

[this act(. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. ~FFEC'I'l_VE DATE. I THIS ACT I IS 

EFFECTIVE JULr l, 1990. 

-End-

-4- HB 519 


