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HOUSE BILL NO. 477 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY, MARKS, THOMAS, O'KEEFE, 
BECK, CAMPBELL, HARPER, DEMARS, MOORE, RAMIREZ, 

BACHINI, HOFMAN, J. BROWN, IVERSON, DEVLIN, 
ANDERSON, SCHYE, WEEDING, RAPP-SVRCEK, JENKINS, 

SWYSGOOD, HANSON, ELLIOTT, TVEIT, SEVERSON 

JANUARY 27, 1989 

JANUARY 28, 1989 

FEBRUARY 16, 1989 

FEBRUARY 18, 1989 

FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

FEBRUARY 21, 1989 

FEBRUARY 28, 1989 

MARCH 18, 1989 

MARCH 20, 1989 

MARCH 21, 1989 

MARCH 23, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & IRRIGATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 68; NOES, 28. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & IRRIGATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PASS CONSIDERATION. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 38; NOES, 11. 



-

MARCH 23, 1989 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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ON OFF-HIGHWAY 

WEED MA~AGEMENT TRUST FUND; INCREASING THE WEED CONTROL FEE 

ON MOTOR VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-803 AND 61-3-510, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE ... /~ Sepe,-51>..-/ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-803, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2]-2-803. Fee in lieu of tax on off-highway vehicles 

disposition of fees. (1) There is a fee in lieu of tax on 

off-highway vehicles to be paid to the county treasurer of 

the county in which the owner of the off-highway vehicle 

resides. 

(a) The fee for an off-highway vehicle less than 3 

years old is $~5 $26. In all other cases the fee is $!5 $16. 

(b) The age of an off-highway vehicle is determined by 

subtracting the manufacturer 1 s designated model year from 

the current calendar year. 

(2) ~~he Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), 

the county treasurer shall distribute all fees in lieu of 

tax collected on off-highway vehicles pursuant to this 

~an>, .. ..,,,.., Council 

LC 1561/0l 

1 section in the relative proportions required by the levies 

2 for state, county, school district, and municipal purposes 

3 in the same manner as personal property taxes are 

4 distributed. 
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(b) The county treasurer shall remit $1 of the_!~~ 

lieu of tax collected on an off-highway vehicle to the 

dep~~tment of agriculture for deposit in the noxious weed 

management trust fund provided for in 80-7-811. 11 

Section 2. Section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-510. Weed control fee. (1) A special weed 

control fee of 59-ee~~s $1~ must be assessed on the annual 

registration or reregistration of each motor vehicle subject 

to registration. The fee must be collected by the county 

treasurer. 

(2) For purposes of this section, motor vehicle 

includes: 

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-l-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105; 

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-l-106; and 

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

(a) vehicles owned or controlled by the United States 

or a state, county, or city; 

{b) vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees 

by 61-3-321(7); and 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
liB 97? 
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1 (c) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled 

2 or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

3 state.'' 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

5 effective July 1, 1989. 

-End-

-3-
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Form BD-15 
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB_477, ~!ntroduqed. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
HB477 would add $1.00 to the fee in lieu of tax on off-highway veh1cles for deposit to the noxious weed management 
trust and add $1.00 to the weed control annual fee on motor vehicles subject to registration. 
ASSUMPTTONS: 
l. There are 8,500 off-highway vehicles and the $1 fee will generate $8,500 annually for the noxious 

weed management trust fund. 
2. There are 792,268 motor vehicles subject to registration and the $1 fee increase will generate 

$792,268 annually for distribution pursuant to 80-7-810, MCA, as follows: 3% or $23,768 retained by 
county treasurers for collection costs: 25% of the re.'llainder or $192.125 for research and development 
of nonchemieal methods of weed control; and the $5i6,375 balance remaining for program administrative 
ex-penses and grants pursuant to 80-7-814 (2) and (J). 

3. Since the average grant is $14,000, ass~ there will be approximately 41 additional grants per year. 
4. Assume. the ex~cutive budget modified request recollllllended for adrttinistr<~tive ass.istance in the Noxious 

Weed Control Program will be approved to ensure capability of handling the increased workload. 
FISCAL IMPACT: !!2Q FY91 
Expen<11 tures: 
Dept. of Agriculture 
Local Assistance/Grants 
Funding: 
State Special Revenue 
Revenue: 
Vehicle Weed Fee 
Off--Highway Vehicle Fee--

To We.ed Trust Fund 

Current 
Law 
$380,000 

$380,000 

$380,000 
-o-

Proposed 
Law 

$1,140,000 

$1,140,000 

$1,140,000 
8,500 

EFFECT ON COilloi'TY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR F.XPE!II"DITURES: 

Difference 
$760,000 

$760,000 

$760,000 
8,500 

Current Proposed 
L-'lw Law Difference 
$380,000 $1 • 11•0 , 000 $760.000 

$380,000 $1,140,000 $760,000 

$380,000 $1,140,000 $760,000 
-0- 8,500 8,500 

The proposed law will-increase revenue for the counties by about $23,768 in treasurers offices and by at least 
$570,000 for weed management. programs. 
LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROI?OSED LEGISLATION: 
The off-highway vehicle fee increase will enable the noxious weed trust fund to grow at a faster rate towards the 
$2.5 million permanent trust. 

·~ :Z/t~/~ 
EDWAfrl' J aRAJ1{, PRI!1BY SPONSOR 7 I DATE 
~-- ~~- .:,~k·~}/c; 

Fiscal Note for.HB477, as introduced 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON AGRICULTURE LIVESTOCK 
& IRRIGATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 477 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY, MARKS, THOMAS, O'KEEFE, 

BECK, CAMPBELL, HARPER, DEMARS, MOORE, RAMIREZ, 

BACHINI, HOFMAN, J. BROWN, IVERSON, DEVLIN, 

ANDERSON, SCHYE, WEEDING, RAPP-SVRCEK, JENKINS, 

SWYSGOOD, HANSON, ELLIOTT, TVEIT, SEVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE FUNDING 

FOR THE NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND; ADDING $1 TO THE 

FEE IN LIEU OF TAX ON OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES FOR THE NOXIOUS 

WEED MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND; INCREASING THE WEED CONTROL FEE 

ON MOTOR VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-803 AND 61-3-510, 

HCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-803, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-803. Fee in lieu of tax on off-highway vehicles 

disposition of fees. (l} There is a fee in lieu of tax on 

off-highway vehicles to be paid to lhe county treasurer of 

the county in which the owner of the off-highway vehicle 

res ides. 

(a) The fee for an off-highway vehicle less than 3 

years old is $%5 $26. In all other cases the fee is $l5 $16. --- ---
(b) The age of an off-highway vehicle is determined by 

subtracting the manufacturer's designated model year from 

~ ... , .. ,., • ., •• c<HNOdl 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0477/02 

the current calendar year. 

{2) ~ Th~ Except as,~ovided in subsection {2)(b), 

the county treasurer shall distribute all fees in lieu of 

tax collected on off-highway vehicles pursuant to this 

section in the relative proportions required by the levies 

for state, county, school district, and municipal purpos@s 

in the same manner as personal prop@rty taxes are 

distributed. 

(b) The county treasurer ~hall remit $1 of the fee in 

lieu of tdx collected on an off~highway vehicle to the 

department of agriculture for deposit in the noxious weed 

management trust fund.provided for in 80~7-811." 

Section 2. Section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-510. Weed control fee. (l) A special weed 

control fee of 59-cents $1.50 must be assessed on the annual 

registration Q[ reregistration of each motor vehicle subject 

to registration. The fee must be collected by the county 

treasurer. 

(2) For purposes of this section, motor 

incl~..:.des: 

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-l-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-lOSi 

vehicle 

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and 

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-l-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

-2- HB 477 

SECOND READING 
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1 (a) vehicles owned or controlled by the United States 

2 or a state, county, or city: 

3 (b) vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees 

4 by 61-3-321(7); and 

5 (c) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled 

6 or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

7 state.~ 

B NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. COORDINATION. IF HOUSE BILL 

9 NO. 477 AND HOUSE BILL NO. 165 ARE BOTH PASSED AND APPROVED, 

10 THE FEE IN LIEU OF TAX PROVIDED FOR IN [SECTION 5] OF HOUSE 

11 BILL NO. 165 IS INCREASED BY $1. 

12 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act J is 

13 effective July 1, 1989. 

-End-

-3- HB 477 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 477 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY, MARKS, THOMAS, O'KEEFE, 

BECK, CAMPBELL, HARPER, DEMARS, MOORE, RAMIREZ, 

BACHINI, HOFMAN, J. BROWN, IVERSON, DEVLIN, 

ANDERSON, SCHYE, WEEDING, RAPP-SVRCEK, JENKINS, 

SWYSGOOD, HANSON, ELLIOTT, TVEIT, SEVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE FUNDING 

FOR THE NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND: ADDING $1 TO THE 

FEE IN LIEU OF TAX ON OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES FOR THE NOXIOUS 

WEED MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND; INCREASING THE WEED CONTROL FEE 

ON MOTOR VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-803 AND 61-3-510, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-803, MCA, is amended to read: 

•23-2-803. Fee in lieu of tax on off-hiqhway vehicles 

disposition of fees. (1) There is a fee in lieu of tax on 

off-highway vehicles to be paid to the county treasurer of 

the county in which the owner of the off-highway vehicle 

resides. 

(al The fee for an off-highway vehicle less than 3 

years old is $~5 $26. In all other cases the fee is $15 $16. --- ---
(b) The age of an off-highway vehicle is determined by 

subtracting the manufacturer 1 s designated model year from 

~• ,..,., .. , •• c..-

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0477/02 

the current calendar year. 

(2) ~ !fhe Exc~p~ __ _?:~ovided in subsection (2)(b), 

the county treasurer shall distribute all fees in lieu of 

tax collected on off-highway vehicles pursuant to this 

section in the relative proportions required by the levies 

for state, county, school district, and municipal purposes 

in the same manner as personal property taxes are 

distributed. 

(b) The county treasurer shall remit Sl of the fee in 

lie~~~ __ collected on an -~f~-highway vehicle to the 

deE~rtment of agriculture for deposit in the noxious weed 

management trust fund provided __ for in 80-7-811." 

Section 2. Section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read, 

•61-l-510. Weed control fee. (1) A special weed 

control fee of 59-eent~ il.50 must be assessed on the annual 

registration or reregistration of each motor vehicle subject 

to registration. The fee must be collected by the county 

treasurer. 

(2) For purposes of this section, motor 

incluflpfi: 

(a) motor vehicle as dPfined in 61-1-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105; 

vehicle 

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and 

(d} quadricycl~ as defin@d in 61-1-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

-2- HB 477 

THIRD READING 
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1 (aJ vehicles owned or controlled by the United States 

2 oc a state, county, or city; 

3 (b) vehicles exempt from payment of re9istration fees 

4 by 61-J-321(7); and 

5 (c) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled 

6 or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

7 state." 

8 NJ::W SECTION. SECTION 3. COORDIN ... TION. IF HOUSE BILL 

9 NO. 477 ... NO HOUSE BILL NO. 165 ... RE BOTH P ... SSED ... ND APPROVED, 

10 THE FEE IN LIEU OF T ... X PROVIDED FOR IN (SECTION 5) OF HOUSE 

11 DILL NO. 165 IS INCRE ... SED BY $1. 

12 NEW SECTION. SectiOfl 4. Effective date. (This act J is 

13 effective July 1, 1989. 

-End-

-3- HB 477 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 477 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY, MARKS, THOMAS, O'KEE~E, 

BECK, CAMPBELL, HARPER, DEMARS, MOORE, RAMIREZ, 

BACHINI, HO~MAN, J. BROWN, IVERSON, DEVLIN, 

ANDERSON, SCHYE, WEEDING, RAPP-SVRCEK, JENKINS, 

SWYSGOOD, HANSON, ELLIOTT, TVEIT, SEVERSON 

A BILL ~OR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE FUNDING 

FOR THE NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND; ADDING $1 TO THE 

FEE IN LIEU OF TAX ON OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES FOR THE NOXIOUS 

WEED MANAGEMENT TRUST FUND; INCREASING THE WEED CONTROL FEE 

ON MOTOR VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-803 AND 61-3-510, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-2-803, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2]-2-803. Fee in lieu of tax on off-highway vehicles 

disposition of fees. (l) There is a fee in lieu of tax on 

off-highway vehicles to be paid to the county treasurer of 

the county in which the owner of the off-highway vehicle 

resides. 

(a) The fee for an off-highway vehicle less than 3 

years old is $i5 $26. In all other cases the fee is $tS $16. 

(b) The aqe of an off-highway vehicle is determined by 

subtracting the manufacturer's designated model year from 
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HB 0477/02 

the current calendar year. 

(2) ~ ~h~ Exc~ as provided in subsection (2)(bl, 

the county treasurer shall distribute all fees in lieu of 

tax collected on off-highway vehicles pursuant to this 

section in the relative proportions required by the levies 

for state, county, school district, and municipal purposes 

in the same manner as personal property taxes are 

distributed. 

(b) Th~~ou~ t reasiJ_!_~_::;_!1_~1_! r~lll __ l t $_1 of _!~~~ 

lieu ____Q~f~J:~-5~!_1ect~-~-l!-~~..:J'.!!._g_hway vehicle to the 

department of agriculture for~_____::;_~'"!_ __ ____!___!:!~--~9xi~L!_~_ weed 

management trust fund provided f~_ln B0-7--:-_!!..! 1~" 

Section 2. St="ction 61-3-510, MCA, is amt="nded to read: 

"61-3-510. Weed control fee. 11) A special weed 

control fee of 59-e~nts i~~~- must be assessed on the annual 

registration or reregistrdtiun of each motor vehicle subject 

to registration. Tht=" ft="e must he collected by the county 

treasurer. 

(2) For purposes of this section, motor 

inclt1rles: 

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-l-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105; 

vehicl~ 

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and 

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

-2- HB 477 

REFERENCE BILL 



HB 0417/02 

(a) vehicles owned or controlled by the United States 

2 or a state, county, or city; 

3 tb) vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees 

4 by 61-l-121(7); and 

5 (c) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled 

6 or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

7 state." 

a NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. COORDINATION. lf' HOUSE BILL 

9 NO. 477 AND HOUSE BILL NO. 165 ARE BOTH PASSED AND APPROVED, 

10 THE FEE IN LIEU OP TAX PROVIDED POR IN [SECTION 5) OP HOUSE 

11 BILL NO. 165 IS INCREASED BY $1. 

12 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is 

13 effective July 1, 1989. 

-End-

-3- HB 471 




