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INTRODUCED BY jc ‘__

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE

LAWS RELATING TO SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVES AND TO JOINT
BOARDS FORMED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SPECIAL EDUCATION
SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS

20-3-362, 20-7-451, AND

20-7-452, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

A statement of intent is required for this bill because
[section 4] requires the superintendent of public
instruction to adopt rules regarding approval of full
service special education cooperatives formed after June 30,
1990. In adopting the rules, the superintendent shall
consider the following factors with regard to the districts
that intend to participate in the cooperatives: special
education enrollment; caseload; service pattern; number of
schools participating; geography of the participating
districts; and any other factors determined to be relevant
by the superintendent of public instruction,

{Section 5] requires the superintendent to adopt rules
to determine eligibility for funding reduced caseloads for

itinerant personnel of a full service special education

cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
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special education purposes. In adopting the rules, the
superintendent shall consider the factors related tao the
cooperative or the joint board that are listed for the
rulemaking authority provided in [section 4]. In
determining funding under the rules for formation of a
cooperative or a joint board, the superintendent shall also
consider the length of commitment of the districts forming

the cooperative joint boarad.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGLSLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 20-3-362, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-3-362. Powers of joint board of trustees. (1) When

a joint board of trustees is formed as provided by 20-3-361,

it shall have the power to:

(a) jointly employ a district superintendent under the
provisions of 20-4-401;

{b) jointly employ teachers and specialists under the
provisions of 20-4-201;

(c) open a junior high school under the provisions of
20-6-505 if the trustees of a county high school and the
trustees of an elementary district have formed a joint board
of trustees;

(d} prescribe and administer Joinr administrative
policys

(e} jointly provide any program or service authorized

>~ INTRODUCED BILL
HEB G
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under 20-3-324, including any joint provision of special

education services as provided in [section 4]; and

(f) prorate all items of jecint expense among the
school districts, provided that a controversy over any
decision by the joint board to prorate joint costs may,
within 30 days, be appealed by the trustees of any district
to the superintendent of public instruction for a final
decision as to what constitutes a fair and just proration of
the cost.

{2) The joint board of trustees shall not have the
power to transact business that is not specifically related
to the joint administration of the districts."

Section 2. Section 20-7-451, MCA, is amended to read:

"26-7-451. Authorization to create full service
special educatian cooperatives — —---- speciat-——-funding
provisiens. (1) A school district may contract with one or
more other school districts to establish a cooperatlive to
perform all special education administrative services,
activities, and undertakings that the school district
entering into the contract is authorized by law to perfaorm.
The cooperative contract must be authorized by the boards of
trustees of the districts entering into the contract.

(2) A cooperative contract may allow money allocated
to a cooperative to be expended for:

{a) recruitment of professionals ot employees for the
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cooperative; and

{b) facility rental and supportive services, including
but not limited to janitorial and communication services.

+3}--Fhe-superintendent-of-pubtie-instrucrion-—-may-—pay
directly--to-——-a-cooperative-the-approved-atiswabie-costs-for
esntracted-speciai~education-servieces-from-the-atate-apectat
revenue—fund-for--state—-equaiizatton--atd--as--previded-—in
26-9-3437——-Fhe~-total—of--sneh--payments-must-be-within-the
timit-set-by-the-tegistature-for-appreved-speciai--education
budgetss"®

Section 3. Section 20-7-452, MCA, is amended to read:

%20-7-452. Detailed contents of full service special
education cooperative contracts. The contract authorized in
20-7-451 may include all necessary and proper matters but
must specify the following:

{1y 1its duration, which may not be less than 3 years;

{2} the precise crganization, composition, and nazure
of the cooperative;

{3) the purpose of the cooperative;

(4) the manner of financing the coc¢perative and
establishing and maintaining a budget ¢herefsr for the
cooperative;

(5) the permissible me thod to ne employed in
accomplishing the partial or complete termination of the

cooperative agreement and for disposing of property upon

-4-
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partial or complete termination;
{6} provision for an--administrateor--or--a--joint a
management board that is responsible for administering the

cooperativer—tneciuding-representation and that is comprised

of trustees of the contracting districts en-the-jeint-bsoard

or their authorized representatives;

{7) the manner of acquiring, holding, and disposing of
real and personal property used by the cooperative;

{8) any other necessary and proper matters."

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Funding provisions for
special education cooperatives or Jjoint boards. (1) The
superintendent of public instruction shall pay directly to a
cooperative or to a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
special education purposes the approved allowable costs for
contracted special education services from the state special
revenue fund for state -egqgualization aid as provided in
20-9-343. The total of the payments must be within the limit
set by the legislature for approved special education
budgets.

(2y A school district that elects to participate in a
cooperative shall:

{a) agree in the cooperative contract to participate
for a period of at least 3 years; and

{(b) confirm in writing to the management board

provided for in 20-7-452 by October 1 of the current school
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fiscal year the district's intention to participate or to
not participate in the cooperative in the next 2 school
fiscal years.

(3} A school district that elects to participate in a
joint board formed under 20-3-361 for special education
purposes shall confirm in writing to the Jjoint board by
October 1 of the current school fiscal year the district's
intention to participate or to not participate in a Jjoint
board agreement for the next school fiscal year.

(4) After June 30, 1990, a cooperative that has not
met the requirements of 20-7-453 and 20-7-454 may not be
funded under the provisions of this section except by
approval of the superintendent of public instruction. The
superintendent shall adopt rules for approval of full
service special education cooperatives formed after June 30,

1990.

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Reduced caseloads for
qualifying cooperatives or joint boards. The superintendent
of public instruction may reduce the caseloads for any
itinerant personnel of a full service special education
cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
special education purposes if the cooperative or joint board
meets the requirements of [section 4). The superintendent

shall adopt rules to determine the eligibility of a

cooperative or a joint board For reduced caseloads under

-6-
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this section.

NEW SECTICN. Section 6. codification instruction,
[Sections 4 and S) are intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 20, chapter 7, part 4, and the
provisions of Title 20, chapter 7, part 4, apply tc
[sections 4 and 5].

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act] is
effective July 1, 1989.

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
Tn compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB449, as introduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PMROPOSED LEGISLATION:

& bill for an Act entitled: "An Act to generally revise the laws ralating to special education cooperatives and
to joint boards formed for the purpose of providing special education services; amending Sections 20-3-362, 20-7-
451, and 20-7-452, MCA; and providing an effective date."

FIiSCAL IMPACT: QNone

FEFFECT ON COUNTY:

This legislation is designed to provide some stability for special education coops to provide a firmer base for
planning and budgeting.

TECHNICAL DEFECTS:

Saction 4 (2)(a) and (b) appear to cause some confusion.

g %M%/r&, 2 /2/¢5

RAﬁ/SHACKLEFORDﬂ BUDGET DYRECTCR DATE TED E. SCHYE, IMARY SPON:
OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM FLANNING

Fiscal Note for HB449, as introduced
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APFROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATIAON
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

@55 BILL KO, /4F

INTRODUCED BY J £ 42 -

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE

LAWS RELATING TQ SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVES AND TO JOINT
BOARDS FORMED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SPECIAL EDUCATION
SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS

20-3-362, 20-7-451, AND

20-7-452, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

STATEMENT CF INTENT

A statement of intent is required for this bill because
[section 4] reguires the superintendent of public
instruction to adopt rules regarding approval of full
service special education cooperatives formed after June 30,
1990. In adopting the rules, the superintendent shall
consider the following factors with regard to the districts
that intend to participate in the cooperatives: special
education enrollment; caselead; service pattern; number of
schools participating; gecgraphy of the participating
districts; and any other factors determined to be relevant
by the superintendent of public instruction.

[Section 5] requires the superintendent to adopt rules
to determine eligibility for funding reduced caseloads for

itinerant personnel of a full service special education

cooperative or a joint boardi formed under 20-3-361 for
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special education purposes. In adopting the rules, the
superintendent shall consider the factors related to the
cooperative or the joint beard that are listed for the
rulemaking authority provided in (section 4a]. In
determining funding under the rules for formation of a
cooperative or a joint board, the superintendent shall also
consider the length of commitment of the districts forming
the cocperative joint board.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 20-3-362, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-3-362. Powers of joint board of krustees. (1) When
a joint board of trustees is formed as provided by 20-3-361,
it shall have the power to:

{a) Jjointly employ a district superintendent under the
provisions of 20-4-401;

(b) joinkly employ teachers and specialists under the
provisions of 20-4-201;

(c} open a junior high school under the provisions of
20-6-505 Lif the trustees of a county high school and the
trustees of an elementary district have formed a joint board
of trustees;

(d} prescribe and administer joint administrative
policy;

{e) Jjeointly provide any program or service authorized

SECOND READING
HB 445
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under 20-3-324, including any Jjoint provision of special

education services as provided in [section 4]; and

(f) prorate all items of Jjoint expense among the
school districts, provided that a controversy over any
decision by the Joint board to prorate joint costs may,
within 30 days, be appealed by the trustees of any district
to the superintendent of public instruction for a final
decision as to what constitutes a fair and just proration of
the cost.

(2) The joint board of trustees shall not have the
power to transact business that is not specifically related
to the joint administration of the districts.”

Section 2. section 20-7-451, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-7-451. Authcrizaticn to create full service
special education cooperatives — ~----— speciat----funding
provisiena. (1) A school district may contract with one or
more other school districts to establish a cooperative to
perform all special education administrative services,
activities, and wundertakings that the school district
entering into the contract is authorized by law to perform.
The cooperative contract must be autharized by the boards of
trustees of the districts entering into the contract.

{2) A cooperative contract may allow money allocated
to a cooperative to be expended for:

(a) recruitment of professionals or employees for the
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cooperative; and

(b) facility rental and supportive services, including
but not limited to janitorial and communication services.

+34--Phe-superintendent-of-pubtic-instruetion—may--pay
directly--to--a-cooperative-the-approved-attowabie-costa-for
contracted-speciat-education-servicea-from-the-state-apeeiat
revenue-fund-for--state--equatization--aid--as--previded-—in
20-9-343;--Phe--totat--of-—sueh--payments-must-be-within-the
timit-set-by~the-teqgrsiature-for-approved-speciat--edueation
budgess:*

Section 3. section 20-7-452, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-7-452. Detailed contents of full service special
education cooperative contracts. The contract authorized in
20-7-45) may include all necessary and proper matters but
must specify the following:

{1) its duration, which may not be less than 3 years;

(2} the precise organization, composition, and nature
of the cocperative;

(3) the purpose of the cooperative;

(4) the manner of financing the cooperative and
establishing and maintaining a budget therefor for the
cooperative;

{5} the permissible method to pe employed in
accomplishing the partial or complete termination of the

cooperative agreement and for disposing of property upon

_4_
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partial or complete termination;
(6) provision for an--admintstrater--er--a--jeitnt a
management board that is responsible for administering the

cooperativey-inetuding-representation and that is comprised

of trustees of the cgontracting districts en-the—joint-beard

or their authorized representatives;

(7} the manner of acquiring, holding, and disposing of
real and personal property used by the cooperative;

{8) any other necessary and proper matters."

NEW SECTION. Section 4. PFunding provisions for
special education cooperatives or Jjoint boards. (1} The
superintendent of public instruction shall pay directly to a
cooperative ar to a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
special education purposes the approved allowable costs for
contracted special education services from the state special
revenue fund for state equalization aid as provided in
20-9-343. The total of the payments must be within the limit
set by the legislature for approved special education
budgets.,

{2) A school district that elects to participate in a
cooperative shall:

{a) agree 1in the cooperative contract to participate
for a period of at least 3 years; and

{b) confirm in writing to the management board

provided for in 20-7-452 by October 1 of the current school

_5_

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LC 0039/01

fiscal year the district's intention to participate or to
not participate in the cooperative in the next 2 school
Eiscal years.

(3} A school district that elects to participate in a
joint board formed under 20-3-361 for special education
purposes shall confirm in writing to the joint board by
October 1 of the current school fiscal year the district's
intention to participate or to not participate in a joint
board agreement for the next schoel fiscal year.

{(4) After June 30, 1990, a cooperative that has not
met the requirements of 20-7-453 and 20-7-454 may not be
funded under the provisions of this section except by
approval of the superintendent of public instruction. The
superintendent shall adopt rules for approval of fuyll
service special education cooperatives formed after June 30,

1990.

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Reduced caseloads for
qualifying cooperatives or joint boards. The superintendent
of public instruction may reduce the caseloads for any
itinerant personnel of a full service special education
cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
special education purposes if the cooperative or joint board
meets the requirements of [section 4)]. The superintendent

shall adopt rules to determine the eligibility of a

cooperative or & joint board for reduced caseloads under

_6_
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this section.

NEW SECTION. Section b. Codification instruction.
[Sections 4 and 5] are intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 20, chapter 7, part 4, and the
provisions of Title 20, chapter 7, part 4, apply to
[sections 4 and 5).

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
{this act].

NEW SECTICN. Section 8. Effective date., [This act] is
effective July 1, 1989.

—-End-
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@Qf BILL NO. ‘/qf

INTRODUCED BY ‘% i

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE
LAWS RELATING TO SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVES AND TO JOINT
BOARDS FORMED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SPECIAL EDUCATION
SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-3-362, 20-7-451, AND

20-7-452, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

A statement of intent is required for this bill because
[section 4] requires fhe superintendent of public
instruction to adopt rules regarding approval of £full
service special education cooperatives formed after June 30,
1990, In adopting the rules, the superintendent shall
consider the following factors with regard to the districts
that intend to participate in the cooperatives: special
educatioﬁ enrollment; caselocad; service pattern; number of
schools participating; gecgraphy of the participating
districts; and any other factors determined to bé relevant
by the superintendent of public instruction.

[Section S]] requires the superintendent to adopt rules
to determine eligibility for funding reduced caseloads for
itinerant personnel o©of a full service special education

cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
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special education purposes. In adopting the rules, the
superintendent shall consider the factors related to the
cooperative or the joint bcard that are listed for the
rulemaking authority  provided in [section 4]. In
determining funding under the rules for formation of a
cooperative or a joint board, the superintendent shall also
consider the length of commitment of the districts forming

the cooperative joint board.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1, Section 20-3-362, MCA, is amended tc read:
n20-3-362., bowers of joint board of trustees. (1) When

a joint board of trustees is fourmed as provided by 20-3-361,

it shall bhave the power to:

(a) Jjointly employ a district superintendent under the
provisions of 20-4-401;

{b) jointly employ teachers and specialists under the
provisions of 20-4-201;

(c) open a junior high school under the provisions of
20-6-503 if the trustees of a county high school and the
trustees of an elementary district have formed a joint board
of trustees;

{d} prescribe and administer Joint administrative
policy;

{e) jointly provide any program or service authorized

—2- THIRD READING

HBYY9
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under 20-3-324, including any joint provision of special

education services as provided in [section 4]; and

(F) prorate all items of joint expense among the
school districts, provided that a controversy over any
decision by the Jjoint board to prorate joint costs may,
within 30 days, be appealed by the trustees of any district
to the superintendent of public instruction for a final
decision as to what constitutes a fair and just proration of
the cost.

{2) The joint board of trustees shall not have the
power to transact business that is not specifically related
to the joinr administration of the districts.”

Section 2. section 20-7-451, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-7-451. Authorization to create full service
special education cooperatives — ----- speciat-——-funding
provistons. (1) A school district may contract with one or
more other school districts to establish a cooperative to
perform all special education administrative services.
activities, and undertakings that the school district
entering into the contract is authorized by law to perform.
The cooperative contract must be authorized by the boards of
trustees of the districts entering into the contract.

{2) A cooperative contract may allow money allocated
to a cooperative to be expended for:

{a) recruitment of professionals or employees for the
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cooperative; and

{b) facility rental and supportive services, including
but not limited to janitorial and communication services.

t33--Phe-superintendent-of-pubiie-instruction--may--pay
directiy--to--a-cceperative-the-approved-atiowabie-costas-for
contracted-speciat-education-services-from-the-state-specini
revenue-fund-for--state--equatizarion—-aid--as--provided—-in
20-9-343---Fhe--totat--of--such--payments-must-be-within-the
trmit—set-by-the-tegistature-for-approved-speciat--edncation
budgetss"

Section 3. sSection 20-7-452, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-7-452. Detailed contents of full service special
education cooperative contracts. The contract authorized in
20-7-451 may include all necessary and proper matters but
must specify the following:

(1) its duration, which may not be less than 3 vyears;

{2) the precise eorganization, composition, and nature
of the cooperative;

(3) the purpose of the cooperative;

(4) the manner of financing the cooperative and
establishing and maintaining a budget therefor for the
cooperative;

{5) the permissible me thod to be employed in
accomplishing the partial or complete termination of the

cooperative aéreement and for disposing of property upon

-4~
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partial or complete termination;
(6) provision for an-—administrator--or--a--jeint a
management board that is responsible for administering the

cooperativer-inctuding-representatian and that is compr ised

af trustees of the contracting districts sn-the-joint-board

or their authorized representatives;

(7) the manner of acquiring, holding, and disposing of
real and personal property used by the cooperative;

{B) any ather necessary and proper matters."

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Funding provisions for
special education cooperatives or joint boards. (1) The
superintendent of public instruction shall pay directly to a
cooperative or to a joint board formed under 20-3-361L for
special education purposes the approved allowable costs for
contracted special education services from the state special
revenue fund for state equalization aid as provided in
20-9-343. The total of the payments must be within the limit
set by the legislature for approved special education
budgets.

(2} A school district that elects to participate in a
cooperative shall:

{a) agree in the cooperative contract to participate
for a period of at least 3 years; and

{b} confirm in writing to the management board

provided for in 20-7-452 by October 1 of the current school
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fiscal year the district's intention to participate or to
not participate in the cooperative in the next 2 school
fiscal years.

{3) A school district that elects to participate in a
joint board formed under 20-3-361 for special educaticn
purposes shall confirm in writing to the joint board by
QOctober 1 of tﬁe current school fiscal year the district's
intention to participate or to not participate in a jeint
board agreement for the next school fiscal year.

(4) BAfter June 30, 1990, a cocperative that has not
met the requirements of 20-7-453 and 20-7-454 may not be
funded wunder the provisions of this section except by
approval of the superintendent vf public instruction. The
superintendent shall adopt rules for approval of full
service special education cooperatives formed after June 30,

1990.

NEW SECTION, Section 5. Reduced caseloads for
gqualifying cooperatives or joint boards. The superintendent
of public instruction may reduce the caseloads for any
itinerant personnel of a full service special education
cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
special education purposes if the cooperative or joint board
meets the requirements of [section 4). The superintendent

shall adopt rules to determine the eligibility of a

cooperative or a joint board for reduced caseloads under

-6-
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this section.

NEW SECTION. Section 6. cCodification instruction.
{Sections 4 and 5) are intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 20, chapter 7, part 4, and the
provisions of Title 20, chapter 7, part 4, apply to
[sections 4 and 5].

NEW SECTICON. Section 7. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject cf the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

NEW SECTION. Section B. Effective date. [This act] is
effective July 1, 1989.

-End-



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

March 7, 1989

MR. PRESIDENT:

We, your committee on Education and Cultural Resources, having
had under consideration HB 449 (third reading copy -- blue),
respecttully report that HB 449 be amended and as so amended be
concurred 1n:

Sponsor: Schye (Blaylock)

1. Page 5, lines 21 and 22,
Following: "shall"”
Strike: ":

(a)”

2. Page 5, line 23.
Following: "“vyears”
Strike: remainder of line 23 through page 6, line 3

Insert: "

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN

Signed: R/&/LA/W WL/(

H. W. Hammond, Chairman ~

SENATE

scrhb449. 307

HB Y%7
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HOUSE BILL NO. 449

INTRODUCED BY SCHYE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE
LAWS RELATING TO SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVES AND TQ JOINT
BOARDS FORMED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SPECIAL EDUCATION
SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-3-362, 20-7-451, AND

20-7-452, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

STATEMENT OF INTENT

A statement of intent is required for this bill because
[section 4} regquires the superintendent of publie
instruction to adopt rules regarding approval of full
service special education cocperatives formed after June 30,
1990, In adopting the rules, the superintendent shall
consider the following factors with regard to the districts
that intend to participate in the cooperatives: special
education enrollment; caseload; service pattern; number of
schools participating; gecgraphy of the participating
districts; and any other factors determined to be relevant
by the superintendent of public instruction.

{Section 5] requires the superintendent to adopt rules
to determine eligibility for funding reduced caseloads for
itinerant personnel of a full service special education

cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
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HB 0449/02

special education purposes. In adopting the rules, the
superintendent shall consider the factors related toc the
cooperative or the joint board that are listed for the
rulemaking authority provided in [section 4]. In
determining funding under the rules for formation of a
cooperative or a joint beard, the superintendent shall also

consider the 1length of commitment of the districts forming

the cooperative joint board.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 20-3-362, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-3-362. Prowers of joint board of trustees. (1) When

a joint board of trustees is formed as provided by 20-3-361,

it shall have the power to:

{a) Jjointly employ a district superintendent under the
provisions of 20-4-401;

{b) jointly employ teachers and specialists under the
provisions of 20-4-201;

(c) open a junior high school under the provisions of
20-6-505 1f the trustees of a county high school and the
trustees of an elementary district have formed a joint board
aof trustees;

(d) prescribe and administer Joint administrative
pelicy;

{(e) Jjointly provide any program or service authorized
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under 20-3-324, including any ijoint provision of special

education services as provided in [section 4}]; and

(f) prorate all items of joint expense among the
school districts, provided that a controversy over any
decision by the joint board to prorate joint costs may,
within 30 days, be appealed by the trustees of any district
to the superintendent of public instruction for a final
decision as to what constitutes a fair and just proration of
the cost.

(2) The joint board of trustees shall not have - the
power ta transact business that is not specifically related
to the joint administration of the districts."

Section 2. sSection 20-7-451, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-7-451. Authorization te create full service
special education cooperatives —---= spectat----funding
provisions. (1) A school district may contract with one or
more other school districts to establish a cooperative to
perform all special education administrative services,
activities, and wundertakings that the school district
entering into the contract is authorized by law to perform.
The cooperative contract must be authorized by the boards of
trustees of the districts entering into the contract.

(2) A cooperative contract may allow money allocated
to a cooperative to be expended for:

{a) recruitment of professionals or employees for the
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cooperative; and

(b) facility rental and supportive services, including
but not limited to janitorial and communication services.

faj--?he—superintendent—oE—pnbiic-instruction-;mny——pay
directiy--to--a-cooperative-the-approved-aiiowabte-costa-for
centracted-special-adncation-serviees-frem-the-state-apecial
revenuse-fund-for--state--eguatizatien——aid--as--provided--in
28~9-343;--FThe—-total--of--such--payments-muse-be-within-the
}imit-set-by-the-iegiatature-for-approved-speciai--education
budgetas"

Section 3. Section 20-7-452, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-7-452. Detailed contents of full service. special
edycation cooperative contracts. The contract authorized in
20-7-451 may include all necessary and proper matters but
must specify the following:

(1) its duration, which may not be less than 3 years;

(2) the precise organization, composition, and nature
of the cooperative;

{3) the purpose of the cooperative;

(4) the manner of financing the cooperative and
establishing and maintaining a budget therefor for the
cooperative;

(5) the permissible method to be employed in
accomplishing the partial or complete terminaticn of the

cooperative agreement and for disposing of proberty upon

—4-= HB 449
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partial or complete termination;

(6) provision for an--administrater--or--a--jeint a

management board that is responsible for administering the

cooperativer-inetuding-representation and that is comprised

of trustees of the contracting districts en—-the-joint-beasd

or their authorized representatives;

(7) the manner of acquiring, holding, and disposing of
real and perscnal property used by the cooperative;

(8) any other necessary and proper matters."

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Funding provisions for
special education cooperatives or Jjoint boards. {1) The
superintendent of public instruction shall pay directly to a
cooperative or to a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
special education purposes the approved allowable costs for
contracted special education services from the state special
revenue fund for state equalization aid as provided in
20-9-343. The total of the payments must be within the limit
set by the legislature for approved special education
budgets.

{(2) A school district that elects to participate in a
cooperative shalls

ta} agree in the cooperative contract to participate
for a period of at least 3 yearsy-and

thy--econfrrm-—in--writing--to--the---management---board

provided——for-in-20-7-452-by-6ctober-t-of-the~current-schoot
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fiscal-year-the-diserictla—intantion-to-—participate--or-—to
not--participate-—in--the--cooperative--in-the-next-2-schooi
fimcai-yenrs.

{3) A school district that elects to participate in a
joint board formed under 20-3-361 for special education
purposes shall confirm in writing to the joint board by
October 1 of the current school fiscal year the district's
intention to participate or to not participate in a joint
board agreement for the next school fiscal year.

{(4) After June 30, 1990, a cooperative that has not
met the requirements of 20-7-453 and 20-7-454 may not be
funded under the provisions of this section except by
approval of the superintendent of public instruction. The
superintendent shall adopt rules for approval of full
service special education cooperatives formed after June 30,

1990.

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Reduced caseloads for
qualifying cooperatives or joint boards. The superintendent
of public instruction may reduce the caselocads for any
itinerant personnel of a full service special education
cooperative or a joint board formed under 20-3-361 for
special education purposes if the cooperative or joint board
meets the requirements of [section 4]. The superintendent

shall adopt rules to determine the eligibility of a

cooperative or a Joint board for reduced caseloads under
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this section.

NEW SECTION. Section 6. codification instruction.
[Sections 4 and 5] are intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 20, chapter 7, part 4, and the
provisions of Title 20, chapter 7, part 4, apply to
{sections 4 and 5]}.

NEW SECTION. $Section 7. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective date. [This act] is
effective July 1, 1989,

-End-
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