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GOVERNING THE PRACTICE OF PODIATRY BY DEFINING THE SCOPE OF 

PODIATRY PRACTICE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-6-101 AND 

37-6-102, MCA. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-6-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-6-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

12 otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

13 trt--Mpod~fttryu-mean~-the-d~a~ne~i~,-med~ealr-~tlrgie8~T 

14 meehan~eal 7 --maniptl%otive,--and--eieetr~ea~---treatment---of 

15 a~iment~-o£-the-httman-feoto 

16 tl!t.i_!_l 11 Podiatrist" means a physician or surgeon of 

17 the foot, licensed to treat ailments of the foot. 

18 t3till ••soard" means the board of medical examiners 

19 provided for in 2-15-1841. 

20 +•till "Department" means the department of commerce 

21 provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18.'' 

22 Section 2. Section 37-6-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

23 "37-6-102. bimitat±o~--o~ Scope of practice. 1!l A 

24 podiatrist may treat ailments of the human functional foot 

25 or--toe-bttt-moy-not-amptttate-the-hbmen-feet-or-toe-or py all 

~n• <egiol><••• councu 
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~stems ~nd means. Th~_ functional f._QQ!_ __ l~ _the anatomi~__§l_!_ 

foot and any muscle, tendon, ligament, ur other soft ~issue 

structure that is directly attached to the anatom~cal__loot 

and _!=-hat impacts on or affects the foot or fooS__~~n_c:.~_i:_9_!_l. 

(2) A podiatrist may not administE>-r any anesthetic 

othec than a local anesthetic.'' 

N~W SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this actl is extended to the prov1sions of 

{this act]. 

-End-

-2-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON BUSINESS 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOP l£NT 
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4 A BILL F. R AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS 

5 GOVERNING THE PRACTICE OF PODIATRY BY DEFINING THE SCOPE OF 

6 PODIATRY PRACTICE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-6-101 AND 

7 37-6-102, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 37-6-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

ll •37-6-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

12 otherwise, in this chapte[ the following definitions apply: 

13 tit--~Podistry~-mean~-the-diag"osis,-medicaiT-~~rgieair 

14 meehan±eair--manip~~aeiveT--and--eieetriea~---treatment---o£ 

15 a±iment~-o£-the-httman-feeto 

16 t~till. "Podiatrist" means a physician or surgeon of 

17 the foot, licensed to treat ailments of the foot. 

18 t-3t.i11_ "Board 11 means the board of medical examiners 

19 provided for in 2-15-1841. 

20 t4t_ill "Department" means the department of conunerce 

21 provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18." 

22 Section 2. Section 37-6-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

23 "37-6~102. bimitae±on--on Scope of practice. ill A 

24 podiatrist may treat ailments of the human functional foot 

25 o~--tee-but-may-not-ampueate-the-hnman-foot-or-toe-or ~- all 
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systems and means. The functional foot is the anatomical 

foot and any muscle, tendon,_ligament, or other soft tissue 

structure that is directly attached to t~~ anatomical foot 

and that impacts on or affect? the foot or foot function~ 

(2) A podiatrist may not administer any anesthetic 

other than a local anesthetic.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act) is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

-End-
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7
A BILL F._~ AN AC"r 

/1 
ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS 4 

5 GOVERNING THE PRACTICE OF PODIATRY BY DEFINING THE SCOPE OF 

6 PODIATRY PRACTICE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-6·101 AND 

7 37-6-102, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 'l:HE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 37-6-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

1l "37-6-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

12 otherwise, in this chapt@r the following definitions apply: 

13 fit--llPcd~atryll-mean~-the-diagno~i~,-mediea~,-~~r9ieai, 

14 meehan±~a~,--~an~pttiati~e,--and--eXeet~~eai---t~ee~ment---o£ 

15 8iimeftt~-of-the-h~~an-footo 

16 fi!t_L!_l "Podiatrist" means a physician or surgeon of 

17 the foot, licensed to treat ailments of the foot. 

18 t3till "Board" means the board of medical examiners 

19 provided for in 2-15-1841. 

20 t4till ''Department'' means the department of commerce 

21 provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18.'' 

22 Section 2. Section 37-6-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

23 "37-6-102. b±m±to-at~en--ol"l Scope of practice. 1!1 A 

24 podiatrist may treat ailments of the human functional foot 

25 or--tee-h~t-may-not-amp~ta~e-the-h~man-foot-or-toe-o~ ~ 
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systems a.nd means. The function~t ---~:'? ___ !_~anatomical 

fuot and any mus~~~don, J:~ment_, ~-Q_th~!_ __ _sof~ssue 

st~ucture that is directly_attached t~ the anatvmical foot 

and t~at impacts on or __ affects th~ _fo~t-~~ f?~.!:_J~t:~_t;_!_~?n_~ 

El__~(:ld_iatr~~ no!-_ administer anj• anesthetic 

other than a local anesthetic.'' 

~r;w SECTION. Section 3. Extension of au thor i ty. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the s·.Jbject of the 

provisions of (this act1 is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

-End-

-2- THIRD READING 
UIJ (f3'1 



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 13, 1989 

MR. PRESIDENT: 
We, your comm1ttee on Public Health, Welfare, and Safety, hav1ng 

had under consideration HB 437 (third reading copy blue), 
respectfully report that HB 437 be amended and as so amended be 
concurred in: 

1. Page 1, line 16. 
Followlng: line 15 

Sponsor: Gould {Rasmussen) 

Insert: " ( 1) "Podiatry" means the diagnosls and treatment of 
a1lments of the human functlonal foot as prov1ded in 37-6-102." 
Renumber: subsequent subsections 

2. Page 1, line 17. 
Follow1ng: "to" 
Insert: "diagnose and" 
Followlng: ''of the" 
Insert: "human functional" 

3. Page 1, line 24. 
Follow1ng: "may" 
Insert: "diagnose and" 

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN 

SENATE 
HS'IJ'f 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 437 

INTRODUCED BY GOULD, RASMUSSEN, GRADY, 

HANSEN, WHALEN, CRIPPEN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS 

GOVERNING THE PRACTICE OF PODIATRY BY DEFINING THE SCOPE OF 

PODIATRY PRACTICE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-6-101 AND 

37-6-102, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-6-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•]7-6-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

tlt--"Pediatryu-meana-~fte-dt~gnosi~,-medieal,-ettrgieal, 

meehanieal,--ma~ip~~at±ve,--aftd--elee~r±ea~---treatmen~---e£ 

ailments-of-the-ftttman-£eet. 

(1) "PODIATRY" MEANS THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF 

18 AILMENTS OF THE HUMAN FUNCTIONAL FOOT AS PROVIDED IN 

19 37-6-102. 

20 ti!till.ill "Podiatrist., means a physician or surgeon of 

21 the foot, licensed to DIAGNOSE AND treat ailments of the 

22 HUMAN FUNCTIONAL foot. 

23 t3tillil.l. "Board" means the board of medical examiners 

24 provided for in 2-15-1841. 

25 t4tillill "Department" means the department of 
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commerce provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18." 

Section 2. Section 37-6-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-6-102. h~m~~~tion-o~ S~~~ practice. 1!1 A 

podiatrist may DIAGNOSE AND treat ailments of the human 

functional foot or-toe-btlt-m~y-not-amptlt~te-the--htlma~--foot 

e~--toe--or by all sy~tems and means. The funct~onal fo~~ is 

the anatomical foot and ~ny muscle, tendon, li~~o~ 

othe~ soft tissue structure that is directly attached to the 

anatomical foot and that impacts on or affects the foot or 

foot function. 

(2) A podiatrist may not administer any ane~thetic 

other than a local anesthetic." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of {this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

-End-

-2- HB 437 

REFERENCE BILL 
AS A~NOED 




