
HOUSE BILL NG. 373 

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH, DRISCOLL, SPAETH, SIMON 

JANUARY 24, 1989 

JANUARY 25, 1989 

FEBRUARY 16, 1989 

FEBRUARY 17, 1989 

FEBRUARY 21, 1989 

MARCH 14, 1989 

MARCH 15, 1989 

MARCH 17, 1989 

MARCH 18, 1989 

MARCH 20, 1989 

MARCH 21, 1989 

MARCH 29, 1989 

MARCH 31, 1989 

APRIL 3, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

ON MOTION, TAKEN FROM PRINTING AND 
REREFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATION 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 74; NOES, 21. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 



APRIL 3, 1989 

AYES, 36; NOES, 14. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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INTRODUCED BY 
~QmN~. }73 

'A-<2=~/~-~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE ALLOWABLE 

NUKBER OF REIKBURSABLE ROUND TRIPS FOR LEGISLATORS TO THEIR 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE DURING REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS; 

AKENDING SECTION 5-2-301, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"5-2-301. Compensation and expenses for members while 

in session. {1) Legislators are entitled to a salary 

commensurate to that of the daily rate of a grade 8, step 2, 

classified state employee in effect when the regular session 

of the legislature in which they serve is convened under 

5-2-103 for those days during which the legislature is in 

session. The president of the senate and the speaker of the 

house shall receive an additional $5 a day in salary for 

those days during which the legislature is in session. 

(2) Legislators may serve for no salary. 

{3) Legislators are entitled to $50 a day, 7 days a 

23 week, during a legislative session, as reimbursement for 

24 expenses incurred in attending a session. Expense payments 

25 shall stop when the legislature recesses for more than 3 
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LC 1473/01 

days and shall resume when the legislature reconvenes. 

(4) Legislators are entitled to a mileage allowance as 

provided in 2-18-503 for each mile of travel to the place of 

the holding of the session and to return to their place of 

residence at the conclusion of the session. 

(5) In addition to the mileage allowance provided for 

in subsection (4), legislators, upon submittal of an 

appropriate claim for such mileage reimbursement to the 

office of the legislative council, are entitled to: 

(a} t~~ee six additional round trips to their place of 

residence during each regular session; and 

(b) such additional round trips as are authorized by 

the legislature during special session. 

(6) Legislators are not entitled to any additional 

mileage allowance under subsection {4) for a special session 

if it is convened within 7 days of a regular session.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- retroactive 

applicability. [This act} is effective on passage and 

approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 

l-2-109, to legislative sessions beginning after December 

31, 1988. 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
II$ .17.3 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB373, as introduced. 

DES~~IPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An Act to revise the allowable number of reimbursable round trips for legislators to their place of residence 
during regular legislative sessions; amending Section 5-2-301, MCA; and providing an immediate effective date and a 
retroactive applicability date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. All 100 representatives and all 50 senators will take the maximum number of reimbursable round trips in the 
51st and 52nd sessions. 

2. The average mileage for a round trip for representatives is 367 miles in both sessions. 
3. The average mileage for a round trip for senators is 383 miles in both sessions. 
4. The rate of reimbursement for mileage is 24 cents per mile for both sessions. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: 
Operating Expenses 

Funding: General Fund 

Current 
Law 

$53,616 

IT2.Q. 
Proposed 

Law 
$93,828 

Difference 
$40,212 

Current 
Law 

$53,616 

FY91 
Proposed 

Law 
$93,828 

Difference 
$40,212 

,;fp.3)Y? 
TOM HANNAH, PRIMARY SPONSOR ' DATE 

Fiscal Note for HB373,as introduced _ 

HS 373 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 373 

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH, DRISCOLL, SPAETH, SIMON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE DAILY 

EXPENSE PAYMENT FOR LEGISLATORS AND THE ALLOWABLE NUMBER OF 

REIMBURSABLE ROUND TRIPS FOR LEGISLATORS TO THEIR PLACE OF 

RESIDENCE DURING REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS; AMENDING 

SECTION 5-2-301, MCA; PROVIDING FOR COORDINATION WITH 

CHAPTER 1, LAWS OF 1989; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•s-2-301. Compensation and expenses for members while 

in session. (1) Legislators are entitled to a salary 

commensurate to that of the daily rate of a grade 8, step 2, 

classified state employee in effect when the regular session 

of the legislature in which they serve is convened under 

5-2-103 for those days during which the legislature is in 

session. The president of the senate and the speaker of the 

house shall receive an additional $5 a day in salary for 

those days during which the legislature is in session. 

(2) Legislators may serve for no salary. 

{3) Legislators are entitled to $56--a-day A DAILY 

EXPENSE ALLOWANCE EQUAL TO THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ALLOWABLE AS A 

~~• 'eo<"•o•• counco 
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HB 0373/02 

DEDUCTION UNDER 26 U.S.C. 162(H){1) (A)( I), AS AMENDED, 7 

days a week, during a legislative session, as reimbursement 

for expenses incurred in attending a session. Expense 

payments shall stop when the legislature recesses for more 

than 3 days and shall resume when the legislature 

reconvenes. 

{4) Legislators are entitled to a mileage allowance as 

provided in 2-18-503 for each mile of travel to the place of 

the holding of the session and to return to their place of 

residence at the conclusion of the session. 

(5) In addition to the mileage allowance provided for 

in subsection (4), legislators, upon submittal of an 

appropriate claim for such mileage reimbursement to the 

office of the legislative council, are entitled to: 

(a) three ~~x FIVE additional round trips to their 

place of residence during each regular session: and 

{b) such additional round trips as are authorized by 

the legislature during special session. 

(6} Legislators are not entitled to any additional 

mileage allowance under subsection (4) for a special session 

if it is convened within 7 days of a regular session.'' 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. COORDINATION INSTRUC~'lON. IF 

(THIS ACT] IS PASSED AND APPROVED, SECTION 5-2-~301(7) AS 

AMENDED BY CHAPTER 1, LAWS OF 198<),~ IS __ AMENDED TO READ: 

''(7) In lieu of the salary provided for in subsection 

-2- HB 373 

SECOND READING 



HB 0373/02 

1 (lJ and the expense allowance provided for in subsection 

2 (3), a legislator may receive remuneration for services 

3 

4 

5 

performed during a legislative session. A legislator 

choosing to receive remuneration 

shall file a request to receive 

for services performed 

payment under this 

6 subsection with the accounting office of the legislative 

7 council. A legislator exercising the option to receive 

8 remuneration for services performed may not receive more 

9 remuneration than legislators paid pursuant to subsections 

10 (1) and (3). Remuneration for services performed must be 

11 reduced by $59--a the amount to which a legislator is 

12 entitled as reimbursement for expenses under subsection (3) 

13 for each day when the legislature recesses for more than 3 

14 days." 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date -- retroactive 

16 applicability. [This act] is effective on passage and 

17 approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 

18 1-2-109, to legislative sessions beginning after December 

19 31, 1988. 

-End-

-]- HB ]73 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 373 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS 

AS AM::IfDED 

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH, DRISCOLL, SPAETH, SIMON 

A BILL !'OR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE 'I'HE--BAtb¥ 

BKPENSB--PA¥MEN'I'-PBR-bESISbA'I'BRS-ANB THE ALLOWABLE NUMBER OF 

REIMBURSABLE ROUND TRIPS FOR LEGISLATORS TO THEIR PLACE OF 

RESIDENCE DURING REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS; AMENDING 

SECTION 5-2-301, MCA; PRBYIBINS--PSR--eeeRBINA'I'tSN---WI'I'H 

EHAP'I'ER---i,--bAWS--SP--l989~ AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"5-2-301. Compensation and expenses for members while 

in session. (1) Legislators are entitled to a salary 

commensurate to that of the daily rate of a grade 8, step 2, 

classified state employee in effect when the regular session 

of the legislature in which they serve is convened under 

5-2-103 for those days during which the legislature is in 

session. The president of the senate and the speaker of the 

house shall receive an additional $5 a day in salary for 

those days during which the legislature is in session. 

(2) Legislators may serve for no salary. 

(3) Legislators are entitled to $59--a-day A-BAtb¥ 

EKPENSE-AbbBWANEE-EeBAb-'1'9-'I'HE-MAMfMBM-AMSBN'I'-AbbBWABbE-AS-A 
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HB 0373/03 

BEBH€'1'tBN-HNBER-26-H•S•€•-l62tHttfttAtttt7-AS-AMENBEB ~ 

DAY, 7 days a week, during a legislative session, as 

reimbursement for expenses incurred in attending a session. 

Expense paymenls shall stop when the legislature recesses 

for more than 3 days and shall resume when the legislature 

reconvenes. 

(4) Legislators are entitled to a mileage allowance as 

provided in 2-18-503 for each mile of travel to the place of 

the holding of the session and to return to their place of 

residence at the conclusion of the session. 

(5) In addition to the mileage allowance provided for 

in subsection {4), legislators, upon submittal of an 

appropriate claim for such mileage reimbursement to the 

office of the legislative council, are entitled to: 

(a) ekree eix FIVE additional round trips to their 

place of residence during each regular session; and 

(b) such additional round trips as are authorized by 

the legislature during special session. 

(6) Legislators are not entitled to any additional 

mileage allowance under subsection (4) for a special session 

if it is convened within 7 days of a regular session. 0 

NEW-SE€'1't9N.--~JK)~~--€99RBfNA'I'f9N-fNS'I'R~E~TBN.--fF 

f'I'HIS-A€'1'1-fS-PASSEB-ANB--APPR9VEB7--SB€'Pf9N--5-2-3Bft?t--AS 

AMENBBB-B¥-EHAP'PER-'r 7 -bAWS-9P-r989 7 -tS-AMEN8Rfl-'P8-READ< 

ut~t--i"--lieu-of-tne-eaiary-pro~ided-£or-in-~tlb~eeeion 

-2- HB 373 

READING SECOND 
SECOND PRINTING 



HB 0373/03 

1 flt-a~d-th~-expense-allowsrtee--provided--tor--in--sttbseetion 

2 f3t7--a--iegisiato~--may--receive--~em~neration-£or-servtees 

3 performed--dttring--a--iegisiative--sess~ono---A---iegisiator 

4 ehoosing--to--reeeive--remttneration--tor--serviees-perEormed 

5 shall--~ile--a--reqttest--to--reeeive--payment---ttnder---this 

6 sttbseetien--with--the--accottnting--otEiee-of-the-legislative 

7 cottneil.-A--iegisiator--exereising--the--option--to--reeeive 

8 remttnerat±on--for--serviees--performed--may-not-reeeive-more 

9 remttneration-than-iegislators-paid-pttrsttant--to--s~bseetiens 

10 tlt--and--t3t·---Remttneration-for-serviees-p@rformed-mHse-be 

11 redHe~d-by $59--a ~he--amoH~t--eo--which--a--i~gisis~or--i~ 

12 efttieied--as-r@imbHrsemen~-for-expense~-H~der-sHbsec~ioft-t3t 

13 Eor-eaeh eay wheft ehe-iegisiatHre-reeesses-for-more--than--3 

14 days~• 

15 

16 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- retroactive 

applicability. (This act] is effective on passage and 

17 approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 

18 1-2-109, to legislative sessions beginning after December 

19 31, 1988. 

-End-

-3- HB 373 
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HOUSE BILL NO, 373 

INTRODUCED B¥ HANNAH, DRISCOLL, SPAETH, SIMON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE--BAlb¥ 

BKPBNSB--PA¥MBNT-PBR-bB6lSbATBRS-AN9 THE ALLOWABLE NUMBER OF 

REIMBURSABLE ROUND TRIPS FOR LEGISLATORS TO THEIR PLACE OF 

RESIDENCE DURING REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS; AMENDING 

SECTION 5-2-301, MCA; PR6YlBlN8--P6R--€eeRBfNATl6N---WlTH 

€HAPTBR---l 0 --bAWS--6P--l989t AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

Et't'ECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED B¥ THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•s-2-301. Coapensation and expenses for aembe~s while 

in session. (1) Legislators are entitled to a salary 

commensurate to that of the daily rate of a grade 8, step 2, 

classified state employee in effect when the regular session 

of the legislature in which they serve is convened under 

5-2-103 for those days during which the legislature is in 

session. The president of the senate and the speaker of the 

house shall receive an additional $5 a day in salary for 

those days during which the legislature is in session. 

(2) Legislators may serve for no salary. 

(3) Legislators are entitled to $58--a-day A-8Atb¥ 

EKPBNSB-AbbBWAN€B-BeeAh-T6-~HE-MAHtMUM-AMBUNT-AbbBWABbB-AS-A 
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HB 0373/03 

BBBB€~t6N-UNBER-~6-U.s.e.-l6~f~tlttAttft7-AS-AMENBBB ~ 

DA1, 7 days a week, during a legislative session, as 

reimbursement for expenses incurred in attending a session. 

Expense payments shall stop when the legislature recesses 

for more than 3 days and shall resume when the legislature 

reconvenes. 

(4) Legislators are entitled to a mileage allowance as 

provided in 2-18-503 for each mile of travel to the place of 

the holding of the session and to return to their place of 

residence at the conclusion of the session. 

(5) In addition to the mileage allowance provid~d for 

in subsection (4), legislators, upon submittal of an 

appropriate claim for such mileage reimbursement to the 

office of the legislative council, are entitled to: 

(a) three ~~ FIVE additional round trips to their 

place of residence during each regular session; and 

(b} such additional round trips as ace duthorized by 

the legislature during special session. 

(6) Legislators are not entitled to any additional 

mil~~g~ ~llowance under subsection (4) for a special session 

if it is convened within 7 day~ of d regular session." 

NEW-SE€~l9N.--~TK)~~--eeeRBfNA~fON-lNS~H~e~f6N•--lP 
"-~- -----· 

fTHtS-A€T1-tS-PASSEB-ANB--APPRBYEB,--S~e~fON--?-~-~~!~~t--AS 

AMEHBEB-B¥-€HAPTBR-l,-bAWS-BP~l989,~~-~EN~F,~-!~-~HAB• 

Mfit--ift--lieu-o~-the-saiary-provtded-for-in-sabseetien 

-2- HB l7) 

THIRD READING 



HB 0373/03 

1 t~t-ana-the-e.pense-a~lowaftee--prc¥~ded--for--~ft--s~bseet~on 

2 tatT--a--ie4)isiHor--.. y--reell!'tYe--remttnera~i:en-fer-set>vieea 

3 perferaaed--da.rin.g--a--i:egi:s!atiYe--sessien-.---A.---legisia.e~r 

4 ehoosia,--tc--reeeiwe--reauneratton--tor--serviees-performed 

5 anall--fiie--a--req~est--to--reeei•e--paymeftt---~ftder---th~s 

6 S11baeeeion--vi-th--H•e--aeeett:ntin-g--e!fiee-ef-the-legisla·ti-ve 

7 eeaaeil.-A--ie9isiator--exereising--the--aption--~a--reeeive 

8 re•uneration--for--aerviees--perforaed--.. y-not-reeeiye-more 

9 reattneretion-than..:..leiiJis'iat-ers-paid-ptlr!lttaftt:--te--stsbseetions 

10 tlt--and--t~t7---Reabfteration-for-ser•iees-perforaed-mbst-be 

ll redbeed-by $5&--a the--amobftt--to--whieh--a--legislator--is 

12 entitled--aa-rei•barseaeftt-fer-expe·nses -ur.td.er-st~bs~et ion- t 3 t 

13 for-eaeh day when the~legialatdre-reeesses-for-aore--than--3 

u ea, .... 

15 NEW SECTION. SKtlon 2. Bffective date -- retroactive 

16 applicability. [This act) i& effective on passage and 

17 approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 

18 1-2-109, to legislative sessions beginninq. after December 

1!1 31, 1988. 

-End-

-3- HB 373 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 171 

INTRODUCED BY HANNAH, DRISCOLL, SPAETH, SIMON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE ~H£--BAfb~ 

BIPBNSB--PA¥MSN~-P9R-bB9fSbA~RS-ANB THE ALLOWABLE NUMBER OF 

REIMBURSABLE ROUND TRIPS FOR LEGISLATORS TO THEIR PLACE OF 

RESIDENCE DURING REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS; AMENDING 

SECTION 5-2-101, MCA; PRBYtBtN6--PBR--eeeRBtNA~tBN---Wt~H 

eHA~eR---l,--bAWS--BP--l989t AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•s-2-101. Coapensation and expenses for ~•bers while 

in session. (1) Legislators are entitled to a salary 

commensurate to that of the daily rate of a grade 8, step 2, 

classified state employee in effect when the regular session 

of the legislature in which they serve is convened under 

S-2-101 for those days during which the legislature is in 

session. The president of the senate and the speaker of the 

house shall receive an additional $5 a day in salary for 

those days during which the legislature is in session. 

(2) Legislators may serve for no salary. 

(1) Leqislators are entitled to $58--e-dey A-&Afb¥ 

BIPENSB-Abb9WAN€B-EeHAb-~-~HB-MAMtMHM-AMeHNT-AbbBWABbe-AS-A 
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HB Ol7l/Ol 

BBBHE~t6N-HNBBR-~6-H•S•e•-l6ZtHttlttAttltT-~S-AMBNBBB ~ 

DAY, 7 days a week, during a legislative session, as 

reimbursement for expenses incurred in attending a session. 

Expense payments shall stop when the leqislature recesses 

for more than 3 days and shall resume when the legislature 

reconvenes. 

(4) Legislators are entitled to a mileage allowance as 

provided in 2-18-503 for each mile of travel to the place of 

the holding of the session and to return to their place of 

residence at the conclusion of the session. 

(5) In addition to the mileage allowance provided for 

in subsection (4), legislators, upon submittal of an 

appropriate claim for such mileage reimbursement to the 

office of the legislative council, are entitled to: 

(a) three ~ix FIVE additional round trips to their 

place of residence during each regular session; and 

(b) such additional round trips as are duthorized by 

the legislature during special session. 

(6) Legislators are not entitled to any additional 

milc~g~ ~llowdnce under subsection (4) for a special session 

if it is convened within 7 ddy~ of d regular se~sion." 

NBW -S!le~ 16N•- -SECTION- 2,- -eeeRBf H"'ff o~-_I_NS!R_!!f'?!f_~ F 

t~HfS-Ae~-j- IS- PASS!lB-ANB- -APPR6YEB-,- -S~~'f HIN~ ~ ~-- ~-i!! l! t--A9 

AMeNBBB-B~-eHAP'PBR-!L-!>~WS-6P: 1989 i ~- ~~ ;'I)IEN_IliW-~- Rt!!'B• 

•t1t--ln--ll~n-of-~he-salary~prowided·for-tft-anb~eetion 

-2- HB )7) 

REFERENCE BILL 



HB 0313/03 

1 tlt-and-the-expenae-allowanee--prowided--tor--in--s~bseetion 

2 t3tT--a--!e,is!ater--aay--reeeive--re•~neretion-to~-serviees 

3 pe~fo~aed--darift9--a--le9isla~ive--sessioft~---A---le9tslator 

4 ehooain,--to--reeeive--reauneration--fcr--serviees-perforaed 

S •he!!--tite--a--re~uest--te--reeeive--payaent---~nder---this 

6 a~bseetion--with--the--eeeounting--otfiee-of-the-legislative 

7 eouneil~-A--!e9islator--exereisin9--the--option--to--reeeive 

8 reauneration--for--aerwiees--pertor•ed--aay-not-reeeive-mere 

9 reauneration-than-iegislators-paid-pursaant--to--sabseetions 

10 tit--and--t3t·---Reauneration-for-serviees-per£oraed-aast-be 

ll redaeed-by $58--a ~fte--eao~n~--to--whieft--a--leqisle~er--is 

12 enti~led--aa-rei•D~rseaen~-for-expenses-dnder-s~bsection-t3t 

13 for-each day when the-tegtalatdre-reeeases-for-aore--then--3 

1• dare~• 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- retroactive 

16 applicability. (This act) is effective on passage and 

17 approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 

18 l-2-109, to legislative sessions beqinning after December 

19 31, 1988. 

-End-

-3- HB 373 
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STAN STEPHENS 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable John Vincent 
Speaker of the House 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

The Honorable Jack Galt 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

§otutr of t\l{ontmw 
®ffirr of tl"!r ~ourrnor 
~rlrn11, fli{ontmw 39620 

406·444·3111 

April 14, 1989 

Dear Representative Vincent and Senator Galt: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the 
Constitution and laws of the State of Montana, I hereby veto the 
adoption of House Bill 373, "AN ACT TO REVISE ~HE-BA.H¥-EHPENSE 
PA.¥MEN~-F9R-~ES%S~A.~9RS-A.NB THE ALLOWABLE NUMBER OF REIMBURSABLE 
ROUND TRIPS FOR LEGISLATORS TO THEIR PLACE OF RESIDENCE DURING 
REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS; AMENDING SECTION 5-2-301, MCA; 
PR9V%B%NS--F9R--€99RB%NA.~%9N--W%~H--€HA.P~ER--ir-~A.WS-9F-i989; AND 
PROVIDING AN II1MEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE DATE." 
for the following reasons. 

House Bill 373, if enacted, would permit reimbursement for 
legislators traveling to and from their residences by an 
additional two trips. The projected additional cost of these 
trips and the fiscal impact amounts to approximately $54,000. 
The legislation is also retroactive to the present legislative 
session. 

I am very much aware of the personal sacrifices required of 
all elected officials that serve state and local governments. 
My experience, both as a legislator and as Governor, reminds us 
about this dilemma. Recently, I vetoed a bill that would 
increase reimbursed meals for employee in-state travel because 
of the state's continued financial condition. I exercise this 
veto, again with considerable thought and concern about its 
effect on appropriate representation ~n Helena of your 
constituents. 
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I am, however, also daily aware of the 
that face our state, lack of long-term revenue 
projected increased government spending. 
increased government spending without a 
interest to do so. 

fiscal constraints 
solutions and 

I cannot permit 
compelling public 

STAN STEPHENS 
Governor 


