
HOUSE BILL NO. 354 

INTRODUCED BY MERCER, JACOBSON, MARKS, 
PECK, NATHE, REGAN, VINCENT 

JANUARY 21, 1989 

JANUARY 23, 1989 

FEBRUARY 8, 1989 

FEBRUARY 9, 1989 

FEBRUARY 10, 1989 

FEBRUARY 13, 1989 

FEBRUARY 14, 1989 

APRIL 13, 1989 

APRIL 14, 1989 

APRIL 17, 1989 

APRIL 18, 1989 

-
IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS. 

FI-RST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 90; NOES, 6. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMI'.i::TEE 
ON FINANCE & CLAIMS. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 37; NOES, 12. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 
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; 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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INTRODUCED 

A BILL FOR AN ACT "AN ACT ESTABLISHING A 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER ISSUES RELATED TO THE 

GOVERNANCE AND FUNDING OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION; PROVIDING 

AN APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE." 

WHEREAS, postsecondary education provides opportunities 

for the citizens of Montana to develop their educational 

potential; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the work of the University 

Funding Study Committee during the 1989 biennium, valuable 

conclusions were reached regarding the reliability and use 

of peer data and the level of funding for Montana 

postsecondary education institutions relative to peer 

institutions; and 

WHEREAS, the conclusions reached on peer data have 

removed a major impediment to working cooperatively on 

elements of the higher education funding formula and have 

changed the direction for Montana University System 

budgeting; and 

WHEREAS, the relationship between the Montana 

University System and the Legislature has been significantly 
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improved by the work of the University Funding Study 

Committee; and 

WHEREAS, further work is needed to more fully develop 

new budgeting formulas and to complete work on personnel and 

classroom enrollment systems; and 

WHEREAS, the balance from the $150,000 appropriated by 

the 1987 Legislature to conduct the university funding study 

may be expended to support the costs of a postsecondary 

education study committee. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Postsecondary education study 

committee establishment appointment staff 

assistance. (1) There is a postsecondary education study 

committee comprised of four members of the senate appointed 

by the committee on committees and four members of the house 

of representatives appointed by the speaker. Not more than 

two members from either house may be from the same political 

party. In case of a vacancy, a replacement must be appointed 

by the appointing authority who appointed the member whose 

absence resulted in the vacancy. 

(2) The study must be coordinated by the office of the 

legislative fiscal analyst in conjunction with the 

conunissioner of higher education and with active 

participation of the office of budget and program planning. 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Committee to conduct study. 

postsecondary education study committee shall, in 

3 cooperation with the board of regents and the governor, 

4 examine: 

5 ( 1) the governance and funding of postsecondary 

6 education; 

7 {2) the duplication of functions and programs among 

8 the postsecondary education institutions; 

9 13) the policy questions surrounding the issues of 

10 "priority of access" versus "excellence"; and 

11 (4) the development and implementation of uniform 

12 personnel and classroom enrollment systems for postsecondary 

13 education institutions. 

14 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Appropriation. The balances 

15 remaining as of June 30, 1989, in the appropriations 

16 included in House Bill No. 2, Laws of 1987, to the 

17 commissioner of higher education, the office of the 

18 legislative fiscal analyst, and the office of budget and 

19 program planning for the unive~sity funding study are 

20 appropriated to the respective agencies for the biennium 

21 ending June 30, 1991, for the purpose of supporting the 

22 costs of the postsecondary education study committee. 

23 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date 

24 termination. [This act] is effective July 1, 1989, and 

25 terminates June 30, 1991. 

-End-
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INTRODUCED 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

~PPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS 

"AN ACT ESTABLISHING A 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER ISSUES RELATED TO THE 

GOVERNANCE AND FUNDING OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION; PROVIDING 

AN APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE." 

WHEREAS, postsecondary education provides opportunities 

for the citizens of Montana to develop their educational 

potential; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the work of the University 

Funding Study Committee during the 1989 biennium, valuable 

conclusions were reached regarding the reliability and use 

of peer data and the level of funding for Montana 

postsecondary education institutions relative to peer 

institutionsi and 

WHEREAS, the conclusions reached on peer data have 

removed a major impediment to working cooperatively on 

elements of the higher education funding formula and have 

changed the direction for Montana University System 

budgeting; and 

WHEREAS, the relationship between the Montana 

University System and the Legislature has been significantly 
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improved by the work of the University Funding Study 

Committee; and 

WHEREAS, further work is needed to more fully develop 

new budgeting formulas and to complete work on personnel and 

classroom enrollment systems; and 

WHEREAS, the balance from the $150,000 appropriated by 

the 1987 Legislature to conduct the university funding study 

may be expended to support the costs of a postsecondary 

education study committee. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Postsecondary education study 

committee establishment appointment staff 

assistance. (1) There is a postsecondary education study 

committee comprised of four members of the senate appointed 

by the committee on committees and four members of the house 

of representatives appointed by the speaker. Not more than 

two members from either house may be from the same political 

party. In case of a vacancy, a replacement must be appointed 

by the appointing authority who appointed the member whose 

absence resulted in the vacancy. 

(2) The study must be coordinated by the office of the 

legislative fiscal analyst in conjunction with the 

commissioner of higher education and with active 

participation of the office of budget and program planning. 

-2-
SECOND READING 
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Committee to conduct study. 

2 The postsecondary education study committee shall, in 

3 cooperation with the board of regents and the governor, 

4 examine: 

5 (l) the governance and funding of postsecondary 

6 education; 

7 {2) the duplication of functions and programs among 

B the postsecondary education institutions: 

9 (3) the policy questions surrounding the issues of 

10 "priority of access'' versus ''excellence"; and 

ll (4) the development and implementation of uniform 

12 personnel and classroom enrollment systems for postsecondary 

13 education institutions. 

14 !i~~-~?ECTIO~ Section 3. Appropriation. The balances 

15 remaining as of June 30, 1989, in the appropriations 

16 included in House Bill No. 2, Laws of 1987, to the 

17 comrnission@r of higher education, the office of the 

18 legislative fiscal analyst, and the office of budget and 

19 program planning for the university funding study are 

20 appropriated to the respective agencies for the biennium 

21 ending June 30, 1991, for the purpose of supporting the 

22 costs of the postsecondary education study committee. 

23 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date 

24 termination. (This act] is effective July 1, 1989, and 

25 terminates June 30, 19·91 .. 

-End-

-3-
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INTRODUCED 

A BILL FOR AN ACT "AN ACT ESTABLISHING A 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER ISSUES RELATED TO THE 

GOVERNANCE AND FUNDING OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION; PROVIDING 

AN APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE." 

WHEREAS, postsecondary education provides opportunities 

for the citizens of Montana to develop their educational 

potential: and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the work of the University 

Funding Study Committee during the 1989 biennium, valuable 

conclusions were reached regarding the reliability and use 

of peer data and the level of funding for Montana 

postsecondary education institutions relative 

institutions: and 

to peer 

WHEREAS, the conclusions reached on peer data have 

removed a major impediment to working cooperatively on 

elements of the higher education funding formula and have 

changed the direction for Montana University System 

budgeting; and 

WHEREAS, the relationship between the Montana 

University System and the Legislature has been significantly 
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improved by the work of the University Funding Study 

Committee: and 

WHEREAS, further work is needed to more fully develop 

new budgeting formulas and to complete work on personnel and 

classroom enrollment systems; and 

WHEREAS, the balance from the $150,000 appropriated by 

the 1987 Legislature to conduct the university funding study 

may be expended to support the costs of a postsecondary 

education study committee. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA, 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Postsecondary education study 

committee establishment appointment staff 

assistance. {1) There is a postsecondary education study 

committee comprised of four members of the senate appointed 

by the committee on committees and four members of the house 

of representatives appointed by the speaker. Not more than 

two members from either house may be from the same political 

party. In case of a vacancy, a replacement must be appointed 

by the appointing authority who appointed the member whose 

absence resulted in the vacancy. 

(2) The study must be coordinated by the office of the 

legislative fiscal analyst in conjunction with the 

commissioner of higher- education and with active 

participation of the office of budget and program planning. 

-2-
THIRD READING 
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Committee to conduct study. 

postsecondary education study committee shall, in 

3 cooperation with the board of regents and the governor, 

4 examine: 

5 (1) the governance and funding of postsecondary 

6 education; 

7 (2) the duplication of functions and programs among 

8 the postsecondary education institutions; 

9 (3) the policy questions surrounding the issues of 

10 hpriority of access" versus ''excellence"; and 

11 {4) the development and implementation of uniform 

12 personnel and classroom enrollment systems for postsecondary 

13 education institutions. 

14 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Appropriation. The balances 

15 remaining as of June 30, 1989, in the appropriations 

16 included in House Bill No. 2, Laws of 1987, to the 

17 commissioner of higher education, the office of the 

18 legislative fiscal analyst, and the office of budget and 

19 program planning for the university funding study are 

20 appropriated to the respective agencies for the biennium 

21 ending June 30, 1991, for the purpose of supporting the 

22 costs of the postsecondary education study committee. 

23 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Etfecti ve date 

24 termination. {This act] is effective July 1, 1989, and 

25 terminates June 30, 1991. 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 354 

INTRODUCED BY MERCER, JACOBSON, MARKS, 

PECK, NATHE, REGAN, VINCENT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING A 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER ISSUES RELATED TO THE 

GOVERNANCE AND FUNDING OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION; PROVIDING 

AN APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE. 11 

WHEREAS, postsecondary education prvvides opportunities 

for ~he citizens of Montana to deve~cp their educational 

potential; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the work of the University 

Funding Study Committee during the ~989 biennium, valuable 

conclusions we~e reached regarding the :eliobility anC use 

of peer data and the level of funding for Montana 

postsecondary education institutions relative to peer 

institutions; and 

WHEREAS, the conclusions reached on peer data have 

removed a major impediment to working cooperatively on 

elements of the higher education funding formula and have 

changed the direction for Montana University 

budgeting; and 

WHEREAS, the relationship between the 

~"' ... ,. ...... '""~" 

System 

Montana 

HB 0354/02 

1 University System and the Legislature has been significantly 

2 improved by the work of the University Funding Study 

3 Corruni t tee; and 

4 WHEREAS, further work is needed to more fully develop 

5 new budgeting formulas and to complete work on personnel and 

6 classroom enrollment systems; and 

7 WHE~EAS, the balance from the $150,000 apprcpriated by 

8 the 1987 Legislature to conduct the university funding study 

g may be expended to support the costs cf a post5econdary 

lO educ.Jl:.cr, st...;Cy :ommittee. 

ll 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 NE\..; SECTION. Section 1. Postsecondary education study 

14 committee establishment appointment staff 

15 assistance. (1) There is a postse~o~dary education study 

16 corr._r;,_t::-2e comyr1~ed ct four members of the senate appointed 

17 by the ccmmittee on committees and four members of the house 

18 of =ep~esentatives appointed by the spea.:...er. ~at more ~han 

19 two members from either house may he from the sar'.e poJ..itical 

20 party. In case of a vacancy, a replacement must be appointed 

21 by the appointing authority who appointed the member whose 

22 absence resulted in the vacancy. 

23 (2) The study must be coordinated by the office of the 

24 legisla:.ive fiscal anglyst in conjunctio0 with the 

25 comrnis~ioner of higher education and with active 

-2- HB 354 
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participation of the office of budget and program planning. 1 terminates June 30, 1991. 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Committee to conduct study. -:::nd-

3 The postsecondary education study conunittee shall, in 

4 cooperati~n with the board of regents and the governor, 

5 examine: 

6 (1) ~he governance and funding of post.sec:mda:-y 

7 education; 

8 ( 2 I the duplication of functions and programs amo~g 

9 the postsecondary education institutions; 

10 (3} the policy questions surrounding the iss·...:e:; of 

11 ••priority of access'' versus ''excellence''; and 

12 (4) the development and implementation of ~niform 

13 personnel and classrvom enrollment systems for posL.seconddry 

14 education institutions. 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Appropriation. The ba:ar.ces 

16 remaining as of June 30, 1989, in the apprvpr1a.tic-ns 

17 included in House Bill No. 2. Laws of 1987, to the 

18 cornmissione:- of higher education, the of E ice of the 

19 legislative fiscal analyst, and the office of budget and 

20 program planning for the university funding study are 

21 appropriated to the respective agencies for the biennium 

22 ending June 30, 1991, for the purpose of supporting the 

23 costs of the postsecondary education study committee. 

24 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date 

25 termination. [This act l is effective July 1, 1989, and 
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