
HOUSE BILL NO. 344 

INTRODUCED BY NISBET, MCCORMICK, O'CONNELL, CODY, 
WYATT, PHILLIPS, STRIZICH, 

GOOD, WALKER, SIMPKINS, MANNING 

JANUARY 21, 1989 

JANUARY 23, 1989 

FEBRUARY 9, 1989 

FEBRUARY 10, 1989 

FEBRUARY 11, 1989 

FEBRUARY 13, 1989 

FEBRUARY 14, 1989 

FEBRUARY 15, 1989 

MARCH 14, 1989 

MARCH 15, 1989 

MARCH 17, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 97; NOES, 0. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 47; NOES, 0. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 



MARCH 18, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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/kr.e BILL NO. 3.1/tl 

INZ?d~e~~·t;1}1:~~$f;· 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE ·6 
LAW RELATING TO THE MONTANA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND; 

EXPANDING THE OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF THE SCHOOL; ALLOWING 

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION GREATER DISCRETION IN HIRING A 

SUPERINTENDENT; ALLOWING THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

GREATER DISCRETION IN SETTING THE NUMBER OF STUDENT TRIPS 

HOME AT SCHOOL EXPENSE DURING A SCHOOL YEAR; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 20-8-102, 20-8-103, AND 20-8-121, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 20-8-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-8-102. Objects and purposes. The Montana school 

for the deaf and blind ~bail--be is a residential and 

bo8rd±"g ~ school for children and adolescents who are 

deaf or blind or whose hearing or sight is so defective that 

they cannot be successfully taught and £or-~~eh--r~aeon are 

unable to receive a sufficient or proper education in the 

public schools of the state. The school shall serve as a 

consultative resource for parents of hearing impaired and 

visually impaired children not yet enrolled in an 

educational program and for public schools of the state 

where hearing impaired or visually impaired children are 

~~ ,...,., .. ,, •• CO<UO<>I 
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enrolled. The object and purpose of s~eh the school ~hall-be 

is to furnish and provide, by the use of specialized methods 

and systems, an erdinary--pttbi±e-seftoo% education for the 

hearing impaired and visually impaired children of this 

state that is commensurate with the education provided to 

nonhandicapped children in the public schools and ~o--~eaeh 

~tteft--~rade~--and--voea~ions--as that will enable children 

attending being served by stteh the school to become 

independent and self-sustaining citizens. !nereB3ed--and 

addi~ional-fae±l±~±es-sha%!-be-provided-from--~ime--to--time 

£or--the--more-thorongh-and-s~eeess£tt%-trainin~-o£-those-who 

~hov-e-spee±al-apt±t~de--£or--beeemin~--p~ofie±ent--at--stteft 

t~ades---or--voeat±ons.--fn--the--inte~est--o~--eeonomy--and 

±nereased--opport~n±t±es--ror---voeaeie~ai---edtteation---and 

training--and-in-e~de~-~hae-p~pit~-may-ee-praetteai±y-ta~~h~ 

~tleh-trades-and-voea~ieft~y--~e--mtteh--e~--a±!--earpenterin9T 

prtnting,--paintingr--ba~in~,--~evin9r--and-other-or-simi±ar 

vork-ne~essary-to-be-done-£or-and-in-end-~botlt--tne--school7 

as--the--snpe~intendent--of--the--sehoe±-may-deem-praet±eal 7 

eha±%-be-done-by-eHeh-pnpils-unde~--eempe~en~--~eaehere--and 

~peeieli~~e--empioyed-tor-s~eh-p~rposer-and-tfti~-reqniremen~ 

shall-apply-to-both-ma±e-and-Eemaie-p~pils•'' 

Section 2. Section 20-8-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-8-103. Board of public education rules. The board 

of public education shall adopt and prescribe eneh rules as 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
Hd:JY'I 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1240/01 

the board may--deem considers necessary and proper for the 

maintenance and government of the school, the admission of 

children the~ete in conformity with the provisions of this 

chapter, and the qualifications and compensation of the 

superintendent and teaching staff of the school, provided 

that said the superintendent must have a ready and working 

knowledge of the sign language ~nd-mtl~t-ha~~-taHght-3-o~ 

more-yeer-s-:i:n-a-sehooi-fot"-the-deef." 

Section 3. Section 20-8-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-8-121. Transportation of students at school. (1) 

The school for the deaf and blind shall provide the 

transportation expenses allowed in subsection (4) for a 

residential and-bearding student at the school for the deaf 

and blind who is a resident of the state of Montana if the 

student is conveyed to and from the student's residence by: 

(a) a scheduled air carrier as defined in 67-l-101; 

(b) charter with a commercial air operator as defined 

in 67-1-101; 

(c) a parent or guardian of the student, under an 

individual transportation contract with the school for the 

deaf and blind; or 

(d) other transportation arrangements, provided that 

s~eh the transportation is by a carrier of passengers 

certified by the public service commission and approved by 

the superintendent of the school for the deaf and blind, 

-3-
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pursuant to rules adopted by the board of public education. 

(2) The superintendent of the school for the deaf and 

blind shall determine which method of transportation in 

subsection (1) is to be provided to a student, pursuant to 

rules adopted by 

transportation of 

school. 

the board of public education on 

residential and boarding students at the 

[3) A parent or guardian who transports a student to 

or from the school under an individual transportation 

contract is entitled to reimbursement for ~tteh 

transportation, pursuant to rules adopted by the board of 

public education on ~tteh reimbursement. 

{4) The transportation of a residential and--bo~rding 

student provided in subsection {1) is limited to o"e-rott"rl 

~rip-eo-the-settdent~s-reside"ee-eaeh-mo"th-dttri"g-~tteh-eime~ 

a~-the-sehool-±s-in-see~±on the number of ro~nd trips to the 

student's residence as specified in the school calendar 

approved by the board of public education. The 

superintendent of the school for the deaf and blind may 

grant a variance from this provision, but in no event may a 

reimbursement for travel expenses be provided more-th8"-"ine 

times for travel in excess of the total number of trips 

approved in any school fiscal year." 

-End-

-4-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE BILL NO. 344 

INTRODUCED BY NISBET, MCCORMICK, O'CONNELL, CODY, 

WYATT, PHILLIPS, STRIZICH, 

GOOD, WALKER, SIMPKINS, MANNING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE 

LAW RELATING TO THE MONTANA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND; 

EXPANDING THE OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF THE SCHOOL; ALLOWING 

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION GREATER DISCRETION IN HIRING A 

SUPERINTENDENT; ALLOWING THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

GREATER DISCRETION IN SETTING THE NUMBER OF STUDENT TRIPS 

HOME AT SCHOOL EXPENSE DURING A SCHOOL YEAR; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 20-8-102, 20-8-103, AND 20-8-121, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-B-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-8-102. Objects and purposes. The Montana school 

for the deaf and blind sba~~--be is a residential and 

ftoa~ain~ ~ school for children and adolescents who are 

deaf or blind or whose hearing or sight is so defective that 

they cannot be successfully taught and £or-s~eh--reason are 

unable to receive a sufficient or proper education in the 

public schools of the state. The school shall serve as a 

consultative resource for parents of hearing impaired and 

visually impaired children not yet enrolled in an 

~na te .. ,a<ove COUncil 
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educational program ~nd for public schools of the state 

where hearing impaired or visually impaired ch~!dren are 

enrolled. The object and purpose of ~uch ~~~ school ~he~l-be 

is to furnish and provide, by the use of specialized methods 

and systems, an ord±nery--puelic-sehool education for the 

hearing impaired an~ visually ~ired children of ~his 

state that is commensurate with the education provided to 

nonhandicapped children in the public schools and ~o--~e8ch 

~tteh--trade~--8rtd--voeat±ort~--e~ that will enable children 

attertd±"~ being served by suen the school to become 

independent and self-sustaining citizens. fneree~ed--end 

edd~t±onaX-fae±l±t±e~-shall-be-prov±ded-£rom--t±me--~o--time 

£or--~he--more-thorott9h-ana-~ueee~~£ui-tra±ning-oE-those-who 

~how-a-spee±al-aptitude--£or--beeom±ng--pro£±e±e~~--at--stteh 

trades---or--voeat±on~o--fn--the--±ntere~t--of--eeonomy--ana 

±nerea~ed--oppo~tun±t±es--£or---vocat±ona~---edtteation---and 

trainin9--and-in-order-that-pupits-may-be-praetieal~y-taught 

sueh-trade~-and-voeations,--~o--mueh--o£--ar±--ea~pentert~~~ 

pri~ting,--pa~n~ing,--bakin~,--~ewin9,--and-other-or-~±m±lar 

work-neee~~ary-~o-be-done-£or-~nd-±~-and-abo~t--~he--~e~ooi 7 

a~--the--~uper±ntendent--of--the--sehoo!-may-deem-praetiea~, 

shall-be-done-by-snch-pap±l~-ttnder--eompetent--teaeher5--and 

epeeiali~ts--emp~eyed-£or-~tteh-purpose,-and-this-reqn±rement 

shal-:t--appl:y-to-both-rnal:e-a~d-£emaie-pup±~!lo 11 

Section 2. Section 20-8-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

-2- HB 344 
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"20-8-103. Board of public education rules. The board 

of public education shall adopt and prescribe s~eh rules as 

the board may--deem considers necessary and proper for the 

maintenance and government of the school, the admis5ion of 

children ~hereto in conformity with the provis1ons of this 

chapter, and the qualifications and compensation of the 

superintendent and teaching staff of the school, provided 

that said the superintendent must have a ready and working 

knowledge of the sign language e~~"d-mt:l:~t-he:"te-ttttl9kt-3-of' 

mer<e-year~-i:l"'l-e-sc:hoo-l-fot"-the-dear:.u 

Section 3. Section 20-8-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-8-121. Transportation of students at school. (l) 

The school for the deaf and blind shall provide the 

transportation expenses allowed in subsection (4) for a 

residential aftd-boarding student at the school for the deaf 

and blind who is a resident of the state of Montana if the 

student is conveyed to and from the student's residence by: 

(a) a scheduled air carrier as defined in 67-1-101; 

(b) charter with a commercial air operator as defined 

in 67-1-101; 

(c) a parent or guardian of the sttident, under an 

individual transportation contract with the school for the 

deaf and blind; or 

(d) other transportation arrangements, provided that 

~neh the transportation is by a carrier of pdssengers 

-3- HB 344 
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certified by the public service commission and approved by 

the superintendent of the school for the deaf and blind, 

pursuant to rules adopted by the board of public education. 

(2) The superintendent of the school for the deaf and 

blind shall determine which method of transportation in 

subsection (l) is to be provided to a student, pursuant to 

rules adopted by the board of public education on 

transportation of residential and boarding students at the 

school. 

(3) A parent or guardian who transports a student to 

or from the school under an individual transportation 

cant ract is entitled to reimbursement for stteh 

transportation, pursuant to rules adopted by the board of 

public education an ~tteh reimbursement. 

(4) The transportation of a residential ond-~boarding 

student provided in subsection (1) is limited to one~rottnd 

~rip-to-the~~tttdent~~-residenc~-eaeh-month-dttring-~tteh-tim~~ 

a~-the-sehool-is-ift-~e~~ion the n~mber of round trips to the 

student's residence as specified in the school calendar 

~p_roved ~Y the bodr~~_9_!_ _public education. The 

superintendent of the school for the deaf and blind may 

grant a variance from this provision, but in no event may a 

reimbursement for travel expenses be provided more-then-nine 

time~ for travel in excess of the total number of trips 

~!_ove_q in any school fiscal year." 

-4- HB 344 
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l NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY. ANY 

2 EXISTING AUTHORITY TO MAKE RULES ON THE SU~J~CT OF THE 

3 PROVISIONS OF [THIS ACT] IS EXTENDED TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

4 [THIS ACT]. 

-End-

-5- HB 344 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 344 

INTRODUCED BY NISBET, MCCORMICK, O'CONNELL, CODY, 

WYATT, PHILLIPS, STRIZICH, 

GOOD, WALKER, SIMPKINS, MANNING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERAI,LY REVISING THE 

LAW RELATING TO THE MONTANA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND; 

EXPANDING THE OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF THE SCHOOL; ALLOWING 

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION GREATER DISCRETION IN HIRING A 

SUPERINTENDENT; ALLOWING THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

GREATER DISCRETION IN SETTING THE NUMBER OF STUDENT TRIPS 

HOME AT SCHOOL EXPENSE DURING A SCHOOL YEAR; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 20-8-102, 20-8-103, AND 20-8-121, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-8-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-8-102. Objects and purposes. The Montana school 

for the deaf and blind ~hall--be is a residential and 

bo8~di"q ~ school for children and adolescents who are 

deaf or blind or whose hearing or sight is so defective that 

they cannot be successfully taught and fo~-~Heh--re8~o~ are 

unable to receive a sufficient or proper education in the 

public schools of the state. The school shall serve as a 

consultative resource for parents of hearing impaired an~ 

visual.!..Y~aired ch~ldren not yet enrolled in an 

~na , .. .,,.,~. Counal 
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educational program and for public scho~_~s of the state 

where hearing impaired or visually impaired children_ are 

enrolled. The object and purpose of ~deh the school ~ha~~-he 

!~ to furnish and provide, by the use of specialized methods 

and systems, an ord±t!ary--pnb~ie-~ehool education ~or the 

hearing impaired and -~-~l_sually ~_impaired !2__b_i ldren~~-- ~~2 

state that is commensurate with the educa~ion pro~ided to 

nonhandicapped children in the public schools and to--te8eh 

stteh--t~ades--a~d--¥eeattons--a~ that will enable children 

l!llttet!tH::"q be~_!!_9_ served by ~tteh the school to become 

independent and self-sustaining citizens. lnerea~ed--and 

8dd±~ie~ai-faeili~±es-shaii-be-p~o¥ided-from--~±me~-~~--time 

for--the--more-thorott~h-and-s~eeessfttl-tra±t!in~-of-those-who 

show-a-spee~a~-apt±tttde--for--heeomi"g--profie±e"t--at--stteh 

trades---or--woe8tionso--~"--the--interest--of--eeo"omy--a"d 

±"ereased--opportttn±t±es--£or---¥oeat±o"al---ed~eat±oft---and 

trai"i"~--a"d-±n-o~der-that-pttpiis-may-be-praetieally-tatt9ht 

sueh-trades-and-¥oeat±ons,--so--mtteh--of--nl±--earpe"teri~q 7 

priftt±nq,--pl!ll±"ti"qr--baki~~T--~~wing,--aftd-~th~r-or-~im~i8r 

work-neee~sary-to-be-do"e-fo~-~~d-in-a~d-8b~tl~--~he--sehool, 

a~--the--~ttpe~ifttendent--o£--the--~ehooi-mey-deem-p~8etieal, 

~hall-be-do"e-by-~~eh-pHpi~S-Hftder--eompeteftt--teaeher~--a"d 

~peei8li~ts--emp~oyed-£oP-~tteh-p~rpe~e,-and-th±3-reqHi~ement 

shall-apply-~o-both-male-and-feml!llie-pHpilso'' 

Section 2. Section 20-8-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

-2- HB 344 

THIRD READING 
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•20-8-103. Board of public education rules. The board 

of public education shall adopt and prescribe s~e~ rules as 

the board may--deem considers necessary and proper for the 

maintenance and government of the school, the admission of 

child~ea thereto in conformity with the provisions of th1s 

chapter, and the qualifications and compensation of the 

superintendent and teaching staff of the school, provided 

that S8~d the superintendent must have a ready and working 

knowledge of the sign language and-m~st-have-ta~~ht-3-or 

More-years-in-e-school-for-~he-deaf." 

The 

Section 3. 

"20-8-121. 

school for 

Section 20-8-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

Transportation 

the deaf and 

of students at school. (1) 

blind shall provide the 

transportation expenses allowed in subsection (4) for a 

residential and-boardin9 student dt the school for the deaf 

and blind who is a resident of the state of Montana if the 

student is conveyed to and from the student's residence by: 

(a} a scheduled air carrier as defined in 67-1-101; 

(b) charter with a commercial air operator as defined 

in 67-l-101; 

{c) a parent or guardian of the student, under an 

individual transportation contract with the school for the 

deaf and blind; or 

(d) other transportation arrangements, provided that 

stseh the transportation is by a carrier of pdssenger::i 

-3- HB 344 
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certified by the public service commission and approved by 

the superintendent of the school for the deaf and blind, 

pursuant to rules adopted by the board of public education. 

(2) The superintendent of the school for the deaf and 

blind shall determine which method of transportation in 

subsection (l) is to be provided to d student, pursuant to 

rules adopted by the board of public education on 

transportation of residential and boarding students at the 

school. 

(3) A parent or guardian who transports a student to 

or from the 

cent ract is 

transportation, 

school under 

entitled to 

pursuant to 

an individual transportation 

re1mbursement for ~~eft 

rules adopted by the board of 

public education on ~tteh reimbursement. 

(4) The transportation of a residential eftd--boe~dift9 

student provided in subsectiotl {1) is limited to ene-~eu~d 

trip-to-the-~tudeftt~~-~e~±de~ee-eaeh-month-dttrin~-~ueh-~±me~ 

as-the-sehoel-±~-ift-ee~eion ~~~~umber ~roun~-~~~ to the 

student's residence as ~pecif1ed in the school calendar 

~.e~?yed -~Z'- the boa~~- ~~- _£~~_!___!_~--- _ e_~u~~-~ ~'?~. The 

superintendent of the school for the deaf and blind may 

grant a variance from this provision, but in no event may a 

reimbursement for travel expenses be provided more-than-nine 

t*lfte~ for travel in exc~~~~--~t~!:~_! _nu~ber of trips 

~~~~ in any school fiscdl year." 

-4- HB 344 
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l NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY. ANY 

2 EXISTING __ AUTHORITY TO MAKE RULES O~ __ __!HE __ SUBJEC~ :)'HE 

3 PROVISIONS ~F [THIS ACT] IS EXTENDED TO THE PROVISIONS 0~ 

4 (THIS ACT]. 

-End-

-5- HB 344 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 344 

INTRODUCED BY NISBET, MCCORMICK, O'CONNELL, CODY, 

WYATT, PHILLIPS, STRIZICH, 

GOOD, WALKER, SIMPKINS, MANNING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERAI.LY REVISING THE 

LAW RELATING TO THE MONTANA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND: 

EXPANDING THE OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF THE SCHOOL: ALLOWING 

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION GREATER DISCRETION IN HIRING A 

SUPERINTENDENT: ALLOWING THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

GREATER DISCRETION IN SETTING THE NUMBER OF STUDENT TRIPS 

HOME AT SCHOOL EXPENSE DURING A SCHOOL YEAR; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 20-8-102, 20-8-103, AND 20-8-121, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-8-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-8-102. Objects and purposes. The Montana school 

for the deaf and blind shall--be is a residential and 

boardinq ~~ school for children and adolescents who are 

deaf or blind or whose hearing or sight is so defective that 

they cannot be successfully taught and for-~aeh--reeson are 

unable to receive a sufficient or proper education in the 

public schools of the state. The school shall serve as a 

consultative resource for parents of hearing~aired and 

!_~~ually_ impaired children not yet enrolled in an 

~ .. ··-~·.-
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educational program and for public schools of the state 

where hearing impaired or visually impaired children are 

enrolled. The object and purpose of s~eh the school shaii-b~ 

!~ to furnish and provide, by the use of specialized methods 

and systems, an e~dinary--p~bl~e-~ehee~ education for th@ 

hearing imEaired an~ __ _yj_sually _ _j.~_ired 5·hi ldren ~-'=-~~_.!! 

state that is commensurate with the education provided to 

nonhandicapped children in the public schools and ~e--~eaeh 

saeh--trade~--and--veea~ien~--a~ that will enable children 

attendinq be!~ served by sueh the school to become 

independent and self-sustaining citizens. fncrea~ed--and 

addi~ional-fae~lftre~-~ha}~-b@-provided-from--time--~o--tiM~ 

for--the--mere-thor&H4h-and-~~eee~~ful-treintnq-ef-thoe~-whe 

ehow-a-epeeiai-aptitud@--for--becomin~--profieient--at--sueh 

trad@~---or--¥oeationso--fn--the--intere~t--of--eeonomy--and 

inereaee~--oppOrtunitie~--!or---voeational---edueation---end 

traininq--and-in-or~e~-that-pupil~-~ay-be-praetieally-~aught 

eueh-trade~-and-veeat~efts7 --se--mueh--of--all--earpen~er~nq, 

printi"~,--pa*n~inq;--hakiftqT--~ewin9 7 --and-o~her-er-~imilar 

work-neee~~ary-to-·be-~one-for-and-i"-and-aheut--the--sehoolr 

e~--the--~~~ri~~endent--of--the--~ehooi-may-d~em-praetical; 

~hal~-be-do"e-by-~ueh-pupils-~nder--eompeteftt--teaehers--and 

~peeieii~~e--employed-~or-sueh-purpe~e,-and-~his-reqttiremen~ 

shail-apply-to-both-mal~-an~-~~mai~-p~p>l~ ... 

Section 2. Section 20-8-103, MCA, is amended to <ead: 
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•zo-8-103. Board of _public education rules. The board 

of public education shall adopt and pr-escribe "Stt:eh rules cas 

the board 11lay--4eea .cons.iders necessary and proper tor the 

maintenance and government of the school, the admission of 

children thereto in conformity with the provisions of this 

ch~pter, and the qualifications and cowpensation of the 

supe·rintendent and teaching staff of the school, provided 

tbat said the superintendent must have a rea~y and working 

knowledge of the sign la-nguag-e attd-a~JI!ri:-ftav-e-taug-ht-3-or 

-.,;·re-yeare--i:ft-a-sehoe.!:-tor-t:he-de.ef. -n 

~ction 3. Section 20-8-121, MCA, is aaended to <ead: 

•·:10-'8-121. "rranspntat:ion of students at school. ( lJ 

The school fo·r the deaf a:nd blind shall provide the 

tr..anspo-rt•-tion -e-xpenses allowed 1n .subs-ection (4) for a 

•esidential and-board~ student at the school for the deaf 

and blind who is a resident of the state of Montdna if the 

student is conve-yed to a-nd t rom the student's residence by: 

(a) a scheduled air carrier as defined in 67-1-lOl; 

(b) chact-er wit·h ·a conunercial air openator .as defined 

in 67-1-Hll: 

(c) a parent .or gua["dian of t-he student, under an 

individual transpor-tation contract with the s-chool for- the 

deaf and blind: or 

(d) other transportation arrangements, provided that 

!Uf~h t.fte transportation is by a carrier of .pdssengers 
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certified by the public service commission and approved by 

the superintendent of the school for the deat and blind, 

pursuant to rules adopted by th.e bodrd of public education. 

(2) The superintendent of the school foe the deaf and 

blind shall determine which method of transport~tlon in 

subsection ( 1) is to be provided to d student, pursuant to 

rules adopted by the board of public educp.t ion on 

transportation of residentidl .and boardirag students at the 

school. 

(3) A parent or 9uardidn ~ho transports a student to 

or from the school under an individual transpurtation 

contract is entitled to re1mbur-Sement fur ,St:Jeh 

transportation, pursuant to rules adopted by the boded of 

public education on such reimbursement. 

(4) The trdnsportat.ion of a residentidl and--bo.a:r-di-."9 

student provided in subsection (l) is limited tu on~-r-<'.tt:Jf'ld 

trt-p-to-the-studeftt~s-r-esidenee-eoeh-mo"th-ddrift9-~~ch-t~~s 

es-tbe-sehool- i:s-i-n-se~:!i-on !-~~-n~mbe~ ~f _ !"ou~~ _ ~!" ~~._!_o th~ 

student • s residence a.~~~cif ~'7~. -~~ _!~~ calendar -------school 

!{>proved _!>L____!!>" __ boa ~d~ of .1'~1>1 i "- . ~~~~t ~':?!!· The 

super i.ntendent of th.e school for the deaf and blind m.ay 

qr.aot a variance from this provision, but in no event may a 

r-eimbursement f-or travel .expenses be pruvJ.d.t-d more t-han-ni-~e 

~iae.s for travel in excess of the __ ~~ta! _l!_l:!ffl~~~ of trips 

approved in any scnool fiscal year." 
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NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY. ANY 

2 EXISTING AUTHORITY TO MAKE RULES ON THE SUBJECT OF THE 

3 PROVISIONS OF (THIS ACT) IS EXTENDED TO THE PROVIS!ONS_OF 

4 (THIS ACT). 

-End-

-5- HB 344 


