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INTBDDUCED BY

?;,“ Flive s f?;{(/

A‘EfEfAESg AN Aégyii;ITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE COUNTY
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS TO ESTABLISH SINGLE-MEMBER TRUSTEE
DISTRICTS IN EVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN WHICH 40,000 OR MORE
PEQPLE RESIDE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 20-3-336, 20-3-337, AND

20-20-301, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Ssingle-member trustee
districts -~ requirements. (1) Every school district in
which 40,000 or more pecple reside must be divided into
single-member trustee districts by the county
superintendent. The single-member trustee districts must be
as compact in area and as equal in population as possible
and must provide equitable voting rights for the minorities
residing within the school district by ensuring that the
access of minorities to the political process is not diluted
in contravention of the WVoting Rights Act BAmendments of
1982, Public Law 97-205.

(2} In

establishing the single-member trustee

districts required under subsection {1), the county

superintendent shall:

(a) develop a plan for creation of single-member
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LC 1160/01

trustee districts within the school districc;

{b) schedule and hold a public hearing on the proposed
plan; and

{c) publish in a newspaper of general circulation in
the school district a notice of the public hearing,
including a map of the proposed single-member trustee
district plan and the reascns why the county superintendent
believes that the plan satisfies the criteria established in
subsection (1).

{3) After the public hearing is held, the county
superintendent shall forward a copy of the proposed
single-member trustee district plan to the secretary of
state and the superintendent of public instruction for
review and comment. Each copy of the proposed plan must be
accompanied by:

(a) a map indicating the «c¢irculation area of the
newspaper that published the notice reguired by subsection
(2):

{b) the published notice of the public hearing;

{cy a map of the propesed single-member trustee
district plan; and

(d} a summary of any public comments received by the
county superintendent regarding the proposed plan.

(4) After receiving comments from the secretary of

state and the superintendent of publi¢ instruction, the
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county superintendent may amend, revise, approve, or
disapprove the proposed plan. If the plan is adopted by the
county superintendent, he shall:

ta) inform the district board of trustees of its
adoption;

{b) publish notice of the adoption in a newspaper of
general circulation within the district, including
identification of the houndaries of each new single-member
trustee district and the implementation date of the plan:
and

(c} £file with the county clerk and recorder a
certificate designating the boundary lines and limits of
each single-member trustee district.

(2) All successors to the board of trustees of a
school 4gistrict must be elected 1in accordance with the
adopted single-member trustee district plan and 20-3-333.

{6) No change in the boundaries of a trustee district
may be made within 3 months preceding a regular school

election day as provided for in 20-3-304.
Section 2. sSection 20-3-336, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-3-336. Single-member trustee districts -—
legislative intent -- minority defined. (1) It is the intent

of the legislature to provide a board of trustees of a

school district {other than a district for which

single-member trustee districts are required under [section
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1]) with the option to:

{a} review the voting and population patterns of
minorities of the school district, as determined by the most
recent federal decennial census, voting records, and other
pertinent information; and

{b) create single-member trustee districts within the
school district if the board determines that the present
trustee selection process does not serve the best interests
of the electors of the district or ensure that the access of
minority populations to the political process is not diluted
in contravention of federal law.

(2) "Minority", as used in [section 1], 20-3-337, and
this section, means a minority whose rights are protected
under section 2 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, (42 U.S.C.

1973), as amended."
Section 3. sSection 20-3-337, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-3-337. Plan for creating single-member trustee
districts. (1) The board of trustees of a school district

{other than_ a district for which single-member trustee

districts are required under [section 1]) may establish a

procedure For studying the appropriateness of creating
single-member trustee districts within the school district.

(2) If the beoard considers a single-member districet
plan, the plan must establish single-member districts that:

{a) are as compact in area and as equal in population

-4~
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as possible; and

{b) provide equitable voting rights for the minorities
residing within the school district by ensuring that the
access of minorities to the political process is not diluted
in contravention of the WVoting Rights Act Amendments of
1982, Public Law 97-205.

{3) If the board determines that it is in the best
interest of the electors of the school district, it shall:

(a) propose creation of a single-member trusktee
district plan;

{b) schedule and hold a public hearing on the proposed
plan; and

(c) publish 1in a newspaper of general circulation in
the district a notice of the public hearing, including a map
of the proposed single-member trustee district plan, and the
reasons why the board believes that the plan satisfies the
criteria set forth in subsgection (2).

{4) After the public hearing is held, the board shall
forward a copy of tne proposed single-member trustee
district plan to the secretary of state and the
superintendent of public instruction for review and comment.
The copy of the proposed plan must be accompanied by:

(a) a map indicating the circulation area of the
newspaper in which the notice required in subsection (3) was

published;

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1160/01

(b) the published notice of the public hearing;

{c)y a map of the proposed single-member trustee
district plan; and

(d) a summary of any public comments to the board
regarding the proposed plan.

(5) After receiving comments from the secretary of
state and the superintendent of public instruction, the
board of trustees may amend, revise, approve, or disapprove

the proposed plan. If the plan is adopted by the board, it
shall:

(a) inform the county superintendent of schools of its

adoption;

(b) publish notice of the adoption in a newspaperrof
general circulation within the district, including
identification of the boundaries of each new single-member
trustee district and the implementation date of the plan;
and

(cy file with the county clerk and recorder a
certificate designating the boundary lines and limits of

each single-member trustee district.

(6) All successors to the board of trustees must be
elected in accordance with the adopted single-member trustee
district plan.

(7} No change in the boundaries of a trustee district

may be made within 3 months preceding a regular school
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election day as provided in 20-3-304."
Section 4. Section 20-20-301, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-20-301. Qualifications of elector. An individual
is entitied to wvote at school elections if he has the
gualifications set forth in 13+~1-111 and is a resident of
the school district or, in a school district that has been
apportioned into single-member trustee districts according

to ([section 1] or 20-3-337, a resident of the trustee

district.

NEW SECTION, Section 5. codification instruction,
[Section 1] 1is intended to be codified as an integral part
of Title 20, chapter 3, part 3, and the provisions of Title
20 apply to [section 1].

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
‘ . Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB299, as_ introduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

- A bill for an Act entitled:"An Act to require the cocunty superintendent of schools to establish single-member
trustee districts in every school district in which 40,000 or more people reside; and amending Sections 20-3-336,
20-3-337, and 20-20-301, MCA." '

EFFECT ON COUNTY:

Unable to determine.

@' %W 1/27 /%5

RAY/SHACKLEFORY, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE
OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING

Fiscal Note for HB299, as introduced
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION

AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

RECOMMEND DO NOT PASS
ON MOTION» PRINTED AND
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE COUNTY

- L Vo s

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS TO ESTABLISH SINGLE-MEMBER TRUSTEE
DISTRICTS 1IN EVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN WHICH 40,000 OR MORE
PEOPLE RESIDE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 20-3-336, 20-3-337, AND
20-20-301, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Single-member trustee
districts -- requirements. (1} Every school district in
which 40,000 or more people reside must be divided into
single-member trustee districts by the county
superintendent, The single-member trustee districts must be
as compact in area and as equal in population as possible
and must provide equitable voting rights for the minorities
residing within the schoel district by ensuring that the
access of minorities to the political process is not diluted
in contravention of the Voting Rights Ac¢t Amendments of
1982, Public Law 97-205.

(2) 1In establishing the single-member trustee
districts required under subsection (1), the county
superintendent shall:

{a} develop a plan for creation of single-member
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trustee districts within the school district;

{b} schedule and hold a public hearing on the proposed
plan; and

{c) publish in a newspaper of general circulation 1in
the school district a notice of the public hearing,
including a map of the proposed single-member trustee
district plan and the reasons why the county superintendent
believes that the plan satisfies the criteria established in
subsection (1).

[3) After the public hearing is held, the county
superintendent shall forward a copy of the proposed
single-member trustee district plan to the secretary of
state and the superintendent of public instruction for
review and comment. Each copy of the proposed plan must be
accompanied by:

{a) a map indicating the circulation area of the
newspaper that published the notice required by subsection
(2);

{b) the published notice of the public hearing;

(cy a map of the proposed single-member trustee
district plan; and

{d} a summary of any public comments received by the
county superintendent regarding the proposed plan.

(4) After receiving comments from the secretary of

state and the superintendent of public instruction, the

-2 SECOND READING
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county superintendent may amend, revise, approve, or
disapprove the proposed plan. If the plan is adopted by the
county superintendent, he shall:

ta) inform the district board of trustees of its
adoption;

(b) publish notice of the adoption in a newspaper of
general circulation within the district, including
identification of the boundaries of each new single-member
trustee district and the implementaticon date of the plan;
and

{c) file with the county clerk and recorder a
certificate designating the boundary 1lines and limits of
each single-member trustee district.

(S) All successors to the bhoard of trustees of a
school district must be elected in accordance with the
adopted single-member trustee district plan and 20-3-338.

{6) No change in the boundaries of a trustee district
may be made within 3 months preceding a regular school

election day as provided for in 20-3-3103.
Section 2. Section 20-3-336, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-3-336. Single-member trustee districts -
legislative intent -- minority defined. (1) It is the intent

of the legislature to provide a board of trustees of a

school district (other than a district for which

single-member trustee districts are vequired under [section
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1l]) with the option to:

(a) review the voting and population patterns of
minorities of the school district, as determined by the most
recent federal decennial census, voting records, and other
pertinent infermation; and

(b} create single-member trustee districts within the
school district if the board determines that the present
trustee selection process does not serve the best interests
of the electors of the district or ensure that the access of
minority populations to the political process is not diluted
in contravention of federal law.

{2) “Minority", as used in {section 1), 20-3-337, and
this section, means a minority whose rights are protected
under section 2 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, {42 U.S5.C.

1973), as amended."
Section 3. Section 20-3-337, MCA, is amended to read:
*20-3-337. Plan for creating single-member trustee
districts. (1) The board of trustees of a school district

{other than a district for which single-member trustee

districts are required under [section 1]) may establish a

procedure Ffor studying the appropriateness of creating
single-member trustee districis within the school district.

(2) If the board congiders a single-member district
plan, the plan must establish gingle-member districts that:

{a) are as compact in area and as egual in population
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as possible; and

({b) provide equitable voting rights for the minorities
residing within the school district by ensuring that the
access of minorities to the political process is not diluted
in contravention of the Veoting Rights Act Amendments of
1882, Public Law 97-205.

(3) If the board determines that it is in the best
interest of the electors of the school district, it shall:

{a) propose creation of a single-member trustee
district plan;

{b) schedule and hold a public hearing on the proposed
plan; and

(c) publish in a newspaper of general circulation in
the district a notice of the public hearing, including a map
of the proposed single-member trustee district plan, and the
reasons why the board believes that the plan satisfies the
criteria set forth in subsection (2).

(4) After the public hearing is held, the board shall
forward a copy of the proposed single-member trustee
district plan to the secretary of state and the
superintendent of public instruction for review and comment.
The copy of the proposed plan must be accompanied by:

{a) a map indicating the circulation area of the
newspaper in which the notice required in subsection {3) was

published;
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(b} the published notice of the public hearing;

{c) a map of the propased single-member trustee
district plan; and

(d) a summary of any public comments to the board
regarding the proposed plan.

(5} After receiving comments from the secretary of
state and the superintendent of public instruction, the
board of trustees may amend, revise, approve, or disapprove
the proposed plan. If the plan is adopted by the beard, it
shall:

(a} inform the county superintendent of schools of its
adoption;

(b) publish notice of the adopticn in a newspaper of
general circulation within the district, including
identification of the boundaries of each new single-member
trustee district and the implementation date of the plan;
and

{c) file with the county clerk and recorder a
certificate designating the boundary 1lines and limits of
each single-member trustee district.

(6) All successors to the beard of trustees must be
elected in accordance with the adopted single-member trustee
district plan.

(7) No change in the boundaries of a trustee district

may be made within 3 months preceding a regular school

_6_
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election day as provided in 20-3-304."
Section 4. Ssection 20-20-301, MCA, is amended to read:
*20-20-301. Qualifications of elector. An individual
is entitled to vote at school elections if he has the
qualifications set forth in 13-1-111 and is a resident of
the school district or, in a school district that h;s been
appertioned into single-member trustee districts according

to [section 1] or 20-3-337, a resident of the trustee

district:"®

NEW SECTION. Section 5. cCodification instruction.
[{Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part
of Title 20, chapter 3, part 3, and the provisions of Title
20 apply to {secticn 1].

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 299
INTRODUCED BY ADDY, KIMBERLEY, KILPATRICK, HANNAH,

T. NELSON, DRISCOLL, SIMON, WHALEN, MCDONOUGH

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE COUNTY
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS TO ESTABLISE SINGLE-MEMBER TRUSTEE
DISTRICTS IN EVERY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN WHICH
40,000 OR MORE PEOPLE RESIDE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS

20-3-336, 20-3-337, BAND 20-20-301, MCA."“

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. single-sember trusktee
districts -- reguirements. (1) Every ELEMENTARY school
district in which 40,000 or more pecple reside must be
divided into single-member trustee districts by the county
superintendent. The single-member trustee districts must be
as compact in area and as equal in population as possible
and must provide equitable voting rights for the minorities
residing within the school district by ensuring that the
access of minorities to the political process is not diluted
in contravention of the Voting Rights Act Amendments of
1982, Public Law 97—-205.

(2 In establishing the single-memher trustee

districts reguired under subsection (1), the county

T/ S—

superintendent shall:
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ta) develop a plan for creation of single-member
trustee districts within the school district;

{b) schedule and hold a public hearing on the proposed
plan; ard

{c) publish in a newspaper of general circulation in
the school district a notice of the public hearing,
including a map of the proposed single-member trustee
district plan and the reasons why the county superintendent
believes that the plan satisfies the criteria established in
subsection (1}. )

{3) After the public hearing is held, the county
superintendent shall forward a copy of the proposed
single-member trustee district plan toc the secretary of
state and the superintendent of public instruction for
review and comment. Each copy of the proposed plan must be
accompanied by:

(a) a map indicating the c¢irculation area of the
newspaper that published the notice required by subsection
{2);

(b) the published notice of the public hearing;

(c) a map of the propesed single-member trustee
district plan; and

(d} a summary of any public comments received by the
county superintendent regarding the proposed plan.

(4) After receiving comments from the secretary of

—-2- HB 299

THIRD READING

AS AMENDED
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state and the superintendent of public instruction, the
County superintendent may amend, revise, approve, ar
disapprove the proposed plan. If the plan is adopted by the
county superintendent, he shall:

(a) inform the district board of trustees of its
adoption;

(b) publish notice of the adoption in a newspaper of
general circulation within the district, including
identification of the boundaries of each new single-member
trustee district and the implementation date of the plan;
and

(e) Eile with the county clerk and recorder a
certificate designating the boundary lines and 1limits of
each single-member trustee district.

(5) All successors to the board af trustees of a
school district must be elected in accordance with the
adopted single-member trustee district plan and 20-3-338.

(6) No change in the boundaries of a trustee district
may be made within 3 months preceding a regular school
election day as provided for in 20-3-304.

Section 2. section 20-3-136, MCA, is amended to read:

®20-3-336. Single-member trustee districts -
legislative intent -- minority defined. {1) It is the intent

of the 1legislature to provide a board of trustees of a

school district (other than a district for which

-3- HB 299
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single-member trustee districts are required under [section

11) with the option to:

{a) review the voting and population patterns of
minorities of the school district, as determined by the most
recent federal decennial census, voting records, and other
pertinent information; and

(b) create single-member trustee districts within the
school district if the board determines that the present
trustee selection process does not serve the best interests
of the electors of the district or ensure that the access of
mincrity populations to the political process is not diluted
in contravention of federal law.

(2y "Minority", as used in [section 1], 20-3-337, and
this section, means a minority whose rights are protected
under section 2 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, (42 U.S.C.

1973), as amended."
Section 3. section 20-3-337, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-3-337. Plan for creating single-member trustee
districts. (1) The board of trustees aof a school district

{(other than a_distriet for which single-member trustee

districts are required under [section 1]) may establish a

procedure for studying the appropriateness of creating
single~member trustee districts within the school district.
{2} If the board considers a single-member district

plan, the plan must establish single-member districts that:

-4- HB 299
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{(a) are as compact in area and as equal in population
as possible; and

{b) provide equitable voting rights for the minorities
residing within the school district by ensuring that the
access of minorities to the political process is not diluted
in contravention of the Voting Rights Act Amendments of
1982, Public Law 97-205.

{3) If the board determines that it is in the best
interest of the electors of the schocl district, it shall:

(a) propose creation of a single-member trustee
district plan;

(b) schedule and hold a public hearing on the proposed
plan; and

{c) publish in a newspaper of general circulation in
the district a notice of the public hearing, including a map
of the proposed single-member trustee district plan, and the
reasons why the board believes that the plan satisfies the
criteria set forth in subsection (2).

(4} After the public hearing is held, the board shall
forward a copy of the proposed single-member trustee
district plan to the secretary of state and the
superintendent of public instruction for review and comment.
The copy of the proposed plan must be accompanied by:

{a) a map indicating the circulation area of the

newspaper in which the notice required in subsection (3) was
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published;

{(b) the published notice of the public hearing:;

{c) a map of the proposed single-member trustee
district plan; and

(d) a summary of any public comments tc the board
regarding the proposed plan.

(5) After receiving comments from the secretary of
state and the superintendent of public instruction, the
board of trustees may amend, revise, approve, or disapprove
the proposed plan. If the plan is adopted by the board, it
shall:

(a) inform the county superintendent of schools of its
adoption;

(b) publish notice of the adoption in a newspaper of
general circulation within the districet, including
identification of the boundaries of each new single-member
trustee district and the implementation date of the plan;
and

(cy file with the county clerk and recorder a
certificate designating the boundary 1lines and limits of
each single-member trustee district.

(6) All successors to the board of trustees must be
elected in accordance with the adopted single-member trustee

district plan.

(7) No change in the boundaries of a trustee district

-6- HB 299



11
12
13
14

HB 0299/02

may be made within 3 months preceding a regular school
election day as provided in 20-3-304."

Section 4. Section 20-20-301, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-20-301. Qualifications of elector. An individual
is entitled to vote at school elections if he has the
qualifications set forth in 13-1-111 and is a resident of
the school district or, in a school district that has been
apportioned into single-member trustee districts according

to {section 1] or 20-3-337, a resident of the trustee

district."

NEW SECTION. Section 5. codification instruction.
{Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part
of Title 20, chapter 3, part 3, and the provisions of Title
20 apply to [section 1l].

-End-
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