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INTRODUCED BY 
~'' ""· ='i'>-

1 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARYIFYING THAT A 

PERSON INVOLVED IN A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT OR HIS LEGAL 

REPRESENTATIVE MAY EXAMINE, WITHOUT OBTAINING A COURT ORDER, 

ALL ACCIDENT REPORTS AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 

THE ACCIDENT THAT ARE PREPARED AND FILED BY THE DEPARTMENT 

OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO THE UNIFORM ACCIDENT REPORTING ACT: 

AND AMENDING SECTION 61-7-114, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-114, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-7-114. Accident reports confidential. (l) All 

required accident reports and supplemental reports shall be 

without prejudice to the individual ~o reporting and shall 

be for the confidential use of the department or other state 

agencies having use for the records for accident prevention 

purposes, or for the administration of the laws of this 

state relating to the deposit of security and proof of 

financial responsibility by persons driving or the owners of 

motor vehicles,--exee~~--ehat--~he. The department may 

disclose the identity of a person involved in an accident 

when such identity is not otherwise known or when such 

person denies his presence at ~~eh the accident. 
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LC 1048/01 

(2) All Except as provided in this section,~ 

accident reports and supplemental information filed as 

required by this part shall be confidential and not open to 

general public inspection, nor shall copying of lists of 

such reports be permitted,-exeept,-however,-~nat--the_. ___ The 

report and supplemental information filed by law enforcement 

personnel, as required by this part, may be examined and 

copied, without obtaining a court or~~ by any person named 

in ~~eh the report or reports or by any driver, passenger, 

or pedestrian involved in the accident or by his 

representative designated in writing, or if ~tleh the person 

~hal~-be is deceased, by his executor or administrator or by 

the attorney representing ~Meh his executor or 

administrator. 

(3) No ~tleh report ~hall~ be used as evidence in 

any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an accident, 

e~eept-that-the_. __ The department shall furnish upon demand 

of any person who has or claims to have made ~~eh a report 

or upon the demand of any court a certificate showing that a 

specified accident report has or has not been made to the 

department solely to prove a compliance or a failure to 

comply with the requirement that ~tteh a report be made to 

the department." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
-H 13 ~qs-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 295 

INTRODUCED BY ADDY 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARYIFYING THAT A 

PERSON INVOLVED IN A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT OR HIS LEGAL 

REPRESENTATIVE MAY EXAMINE, WITHOUT OBTAINING A COURT ORDER, 

ALL ACCIDENT REPORTS AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 

THE ACCIDENT THAT ARE PREPARED AND FILED BY THE DEPARTMENT 

OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO THE UNIFORM ACCIDENT REPORTING ACT; 

AND AMENDING SECTION 61-7-114, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-114,. MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-114. Accident reports confidential. (l) All 

required accident reports and supplemental reports shall be 

without prejudice to the individual ~o reporting and shall 

be for the confidential use of the department or other state 

agencies having use for the records for accident prevention 

purposes, or for the administration of the laws of this 

state relating to the deposit of security and proof of 

financial responsibility by persons driving or the owners of 

motor vehicles,--exeept--tha~--~ne. The department may 

disclose the identity of a person involved in an accident 

when such identity is not otherwise known"or when such 

person denies his presence at ~tt~h the accident. 
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(2) A1=1= Except as PEovided in th~s section, all 

accident reports and supplemental information filed as 

required by this part shall be confidential and not open to 

general public inspection, nor shall copying of lists of 

such reports be permitted7-exeept,-however,-tna~--the~~ 

report and supplemental information filed by law enforcement 

personnel, as required by this part, may be examined an4 

copied, without o~taininq a court ?tder, by any person named 

in ~tteh ~~~report or reports or by any driver, passenger, 

or pedestrian involved in the accident or by his 

representative designated in writing, OR BY A PARTY TO A 

CIVIL ACTION ARISING FROM THE ACCIDENT, or if ~~eh the 

person ~hail--be is deceased, by his executor or 

administrator or by the attorney representing ~tteh his 

executor or administrator. 

(3) No ~tteh report ~hall ~be used as evidence in 

any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an accidentr 

e~cept-that-~he~ depdrtment shall furnish upon demand 

of any person who has or claims to have made ~tteh a report 

or upon the demand of any court a certificate showing that a 

specified accident report has or has not been made to the 

department solely to prove a compliance or a failure to 

comply with the requirement that ~tt~h a report be made to 

the department." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

-2- HB 295 

SECOND READING 
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l existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

2 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

3 (this act]. 

-End-

-J- HB 295 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 295 

INTRODUCED BY ADDY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARHFYING THAT A 

PERSON INVOLVED IN A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT OR HIS LEGAL 

REPRESENTATIVE MAY EXAMINE, WITHOUT OBTAINING A COURT ORDER, 

ALL ACCIDENT REPORTS AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 

THE ACCIDENT THAT ARE PREPARED AND FILED BY THE DEPARTMENT 

OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO THE UNIFORM ACCIDENT REPORTING ACT; 

AND AMENDING SECTION 61-7-114, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-114, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-7-114. Accident reports confidential. (1) All 

required accident reports and supplemental reports shall be 

without prejudice to the individual 80 reporting and shall 

be for the confidential use of the department or other state 

agencies having use for the records for accident prevention 

purposes7 or for the administration of the laws of this 

state relating to the deposit of security and proof of 

financial responsibility by persons driving or the owners of 

motor vehicles,--exeept--that--the. The department may 

disclose the identity of a p@rson involved in an accident 

when such identity is not otherwise known or when such 

person denies his presence at 8~eh the accident. 
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(2) Ai~ Except as provided in this section, all 

accident reports and supplemental information filed as 

required by this part shall be confidential and not open to 

general public inspection, nor shall copying of lists of 

such reports be permitted,-exeep~r-howeverr-tftet--the. The 

report and supplemental information filed by law enforcement 

personnel, as required by this part, may be examined and 

~ied, without obtaining a court order, by any person named 

in saeh the report or reports or by any driver, passenger, 

or pedestrian involved in the accident or by his 

representative designated in writing, OR BY A PARTY TO A 

CIVIL ACTION ARISING 

person shs%%--be is 

FROM THE ACCIDENT, 

deceased, by his 

or if !IH:eh the 

executor or 

administrator or by the attorney representing s~eh his 

executor or administrator. 

(3) No ~aeh report she%% ~ be used as evidence in 

any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an accident 7 

except-that-the~ department shall furnish upon demand 

of any person who has or claims to have made ~tteh a report 

or upon the demand of any court a certificate showing that a 

specified accident report has or has not been made to the 

department solely to prove a compliance or a failure to 

comply with the requirement that ~tt~h a report be made to 

the department." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. El<tension of authority. Any 

-2- HB 295 

THIRD READING 
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l existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

2 provisions of (this actl is extended to the provisions of 

3 [this act]. 

-End-

-]- HB 295 



SENATE STANDIHG COMMITTEE REPORT 

HR. PRESIDENTo 

page 1 of 2 
March 14, 1989 

We, your committee on Judiciary, hav1ng had under consideratlon 
HB 295 (third reading copy-- blue), respec~fully report that HB 
295 be amended and as so amended be concurred in: 

1. Title, line 10. 
Suike, "SECTION" 
Insert' "SECTIONS 61-7-109 AND" 

2. Page 1. 
Following: line 1:2 

Sponsor: Addy (Mazurek) 

Insert: •section 1. Section 61-7-109, MCA. 1s amended to read: 
"61-7-109. Written reports of accidents -- additional 
inforaation --fora of repor~. (1) The opera~or of any motor 
vehicle which is in any manner 1nvolved 10 an acciden~ Wlthin 
this state in which any person 1s killed or ln)ured or 10 
which daaa;e to the proper~y of any one person 10 excess of 
5400 is sustained shall, within 10 days after such accident, 
report the ma~~er in writing to the department unless the 
accident was investigated and reported by a law enforcement 
officer as provided in subsection !3). 

12) The department may require any driver of a vehicle 
involved in an accident of which report must be made as 
provided in this section to file supplemental reports whenever 
the original report is insufficlent and may requ1re w1tnesses 
of accidents to render reports. 

(3) Every law enforcement. off1ce!.· who 1n the regu.lar 
course of duty 1nvestigates a motor vehicle acc1dent 1n wn1ct. 
any person 1s killed or injured or 1n which damage to the 
property of any person exceeds S40e, e1ther at the time of and 
at the scene of the accident or thereafter by interviewing 
participants or witnesses, shall Wlthin 10 days after 
completing the investigatlon forward a written report of the 
accident to the department. 

(4) The form of the accident report requ1red under th1s 
section shall contain infor•ation sufficient to enable the 
department to determine whether the requirements for the 
depos1t of security for safety responsibility are 1nappl1cable 
by reason of the existence of insurance or other exemptions 
specified in this part. 

continued scrhb<95.314 

SENATE COHHITTE:E: ON JUDIC!.~RY, HB 295 

page ~ ot :! 

: 5 I .-'\ r~_£_Q_ft. requ1red by ~ubsP.ct1on __ l~ ·~-=- ~ :.' l may not 
l)e c.;sed ..1s cv.:.dence :.n any t.:::-tal ~:.v1 1 vr •:::-.:.;tanal-L a.r1s1ng 
•)Ut ·~f an a.cc::..de~.L__"" 

Renu~ber: suosequen~ sect1ons 

.J. ?aqe 2. l.tnes .:.6 :.!'irouqh ~~. 
Str1ke: subsectlcn 3) :.n 1ts ent:..:re~y 

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN 

SENATE 

scr:~.o~95.3l4 

Jl/3 .l ?s-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 295 

INTRODUCED BY ADDY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARYIFYING THAT A 

PERSON INVOLVED IN A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT OR HIS LEGAL 

REPRESENTATIVE MAY EXAMINE, WITHOUT OBTAINING A COURT ORDER, 

ALL ACCIDENT REPORTS AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 

THE ACCIDENT THAT ARE PREPARED AND FILED BY THE DEPARTMENT 

OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO THE UNIFORM ACCIDENT REPORTING ACT; 

AND AMENDING SB€T~6N SECTIONS 61-7-109 AND 61-7-114, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 61-7-109, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61-7-109. Written''reports of accidents -- additional 

inforaation -- fora of report. (1) The operator of any motor 

vehicle which is in ·any manner involved in an accident 

within this state in which any person is killed or injured 

or in which damage to the property of any one person in 

excess of $400 is sustained shall, within 10 days after such 

accident, report the matter in writing to the department 

unless the accident was investigated and reported by a law 

enforcement officer as provided in subsection (3)a 

(2) The department may require any driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accident of which report must be made as 

provided in this section to file supplemental reports 
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whenever the original report is insufficient and may require 

witnesses of accidents to render reports. 

(3) Every law enforcement officer who in the regular 

course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident in 

which any person is killed or injured or in which damage to 

the property of any person exceeds $400, either at the time 

of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 

interviewing participants or witnesses, shall within 10 days 

after completing the investigation forward a written report 

of the accident to the department. 

(4) The form of the accident report required under 

this section shall contain information sufficient to enable 

the department to determine whether the requirements for the 

deposit of security for safety responsibility are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or 

other exemptions specified in this part. 

(5) A report required by subsection (1) or (2) may not 

be used as evidence in any trial, civil or criminal., arising 

out of an accident." 

Section 2. Section 61-7-114, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-114. Accident reports confidential. (l) All 

required accident reports and supplemental reports shall be 

without prejudice to the individual so reporting and shall 

be for the confidential use of the department or other state 

agencies having use for the records for accident prevention 

-2- HB 295 

REFERENCE BILL 
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purposesT or for the administration of the laws of this 

state relating to the deposit of security and proof of 

financial responsibility by persons driving or the owners of 

motor vehicles7--exeep~--ena~--eh~. The department may 

disclose the identity of a person involved in an accident 

when such identity is not otherwise known or when such 

person denies his presence at sueh the accident. 

(2) Aii Except as provided in this section, all 

accident reports and supplemental information filed as 

required by this part shall be confidential and not open to 

general public inspection, ncr shall copying of lists of 

such reports be permitted7-exeepe,-hcweve~1-thae--ehe. The 

13 report and supplemental information filed by law enforcement 

14 personnel, as required by this part, may be examined ~ 

15 copied, without obtaining a court order, by any person named 

16 in sach !h! report or reports or by any driver, passenger, 

17 or pedestrian involved in the accident or by his 

18 representative designated in writing, OR BY A PARTY TO A 

19 CIVIL ACTION ARISING FROM THE ACCIDENT, or if aach the 

20 person shall--be is deceased, by his executor or 

21 administrator or by the attorney representing such his 

22 executor or administrator. 

23 t3t--Ne-aach-report-ahaii !!X be-aaed--aa--e¥idence--in 

24 any--triai7--eivil--er-erimina!,-arising-oue-ef-aft-aeeidene7 

25 except-that-the~ department-shall-farn~ah--apon--demand 
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or--afty--person-who-has-or-ci8ims-to-have-mede-stteh-a-report 

or-upon-~he-demend-o£-any-eeurt-a-eereiEieate-showing-that-a 

speeified-aeeident-report-has-or-has-not-been--made--to--the 

depar~ment--soie~y--to--prove--a--eom~iienee-or-a-failure-to 

eemply-vith-the-reqairemen~-that-saeh-a-report--be--made--to 

the-departmentT" 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act) is extended to the provisions of 

[this act). 

-End-

-4- RB 295 




