
HOUSE BILL NO. 270 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HARPER, RANEY, IVERSON, WALKER, 
COHEN, MARKS, HANNAH, VINCENT, SQUIRES, O'KEEFE, CODY, 
MCDONOUGH, D. BROWN, REAM, SPAETH, STANG, YELLOWTAIL, 

BLAYLOCK, SIMON, STRIZICH, BROOKE, MCLANE, B. BROWN, 
GALT, NORMAN, ECK, KADAS, MERCER, MAZUREK, GIACOMETTO, 

GAGE, GRADY, GOOD, J. BROWN, THOFT 

JANUARY 17, 1989 

JANUARY 18, 1989 

JANUARY 27, 1989 

JANUARY 28, 1989 

JANUARY 30, 1989 

JANUARY 31, 1989 

FEBRUARY 1, 1989 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

MARCH 10, 1989 

MARCH 11, 1989 

MARCH 14, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 92; NOES, 5. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 37; NOES, 11. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 



MARCH 15, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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BE THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Definition of electronic 

bulletin board. As used in (sections 2 and 3], "electronic 

bulletin board" means a remote database system containing 

12 various types of information accessible by means of a 

13 computer, a modem, and a telephone line. 

14 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Establishment. Each 

15 department of state government shall establish and maintain 

16 an electronic bulletin board as a means of conveying 

17 information to the citizens of Montana. 

18 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Responsibilities. (1) The 

19 department of administration shall: 

20 (a) set standards for the selection of software for 

21 the electronic bulletin boards; and 

22 (b) determine procedures for bulletin board use. 

23 (2) Each department shall provide security to protect 

24 the integrity of its electronic bulletin board system. 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 
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existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of (this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act). 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. 

(Sections 1 through 3) are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 2, chapter 17, part 3, and the 

provisions of Title 2, chapter 17, part 3, apply to 

[sections 1 through 3]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. (This act] is 

effective July 1, 1989. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB270, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An Act establishing an electronic bulletin board in each department of state government and providing an effective 
date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The Department of Administration will provide and maintain a central electronic bulletin board for state 
government agencies to use as a means of conveying information to the citizens of Montana. Agencies 
involved in communicating information with the public will maintain appropriate information on the system. 
The establishment of this initial system will serve as a pilot project to encourage the practice of 
providing for direct citizen access to state computer information where that access is cost beneficial. 

2. The Department of Administration will be responsible for the security and integrity of the bulletin board 
system. Each department will be responsible for the integrity and appropriateness of their information on 
the system. 

3. The Department of Administration will be responsible for providing an equitable method of recovering the 
cost of operating the system. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY90 rill. 
Current Pr~ed Current Proposed 

Law Law Difference Law Law Difference 
fuq2endi tures: 

Operating Expenses $ -0- $14,572 $14,572 $ -0- $14,572 $14,572 
Equipment -0- 6 1 538 6 1 538 -0- -0- -0-

Total $ -0- $21' 110 $21,110 $ -0- $14,572 $14,572 
Funding: Proprietary 

?£) 4~ 
JACK RA~REZ, PRIMARY ~ONSOR DATE 

Fiscal Note for HB270, as introduced 
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t Fiscal.No,te Request, HB270 .as introduced 
Form BD-15 
Pase.2 

LONG-:RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Use of t_}le system is likely to grow ~t a substantial rate by both agencies and the public. Each additional 
concurrent user would require .~pproximately $2,700 for eqvipment and $270 each year for operating expenses, plus 
ad-ditional telephone costs and assigned staffed time. 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 270 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HARPER, RANEY, IVERSON, WALKER, 

COHEN, MARKS, HANNAH, VINCENT, SQUIRES, O'KEEFE, CODY, 

MCDONOUGH, D. BROWN, REAM, SPAETH, STANG, YELLOWTAIL, 

BLAYLOCK, SIMON, STRIZICH, BROOKE, MCLANE, B. BROWN, 

GALT, NORMAN, ECK, KADAS, MERCER, MAZUREK, GIACOMETTO, 

GAGE, GRADY, GOOD, J. BROWN, THOFT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT BS'I'ABbiSHfN6--AN 

REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO ESTABLISH AND 

MAINTAIN A CENTRALIZED ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD fH--BA€H 

BBPAR'I'MBN'I'--9P--S'I'A'!'B-69VBRNMBN'I';-AHB-PR6YIBfN6-AN-BPPB€'1'iYB 

9A'i"B SYSTEM." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Definition of electronic 

bulletin board. As used in [sections 2 and 3}, "electronic 

bulletin board" means a remote database system containing 

various types of information accessible by means of a 

computer, a modem, and a telephone line. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Establishment. Haeh- THE 

department of state---~ewe~"me"t ADMINISTRATION shall 

establish and maintain aft, AS A PILOT PROJECT, A CENTRALIZED 

electronic bulletin board SYSTEM FOR STATE AGENCIES TO USE 

as a means of conveying information to the citizens of 
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Montana. AGENCIES INVOLVED IN COMMUNICATING INFORMATION TO 

THE PUBLIC SHALL MAINTAIN APPROPRIATE INFORMATION ON THE 

BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM. THE PURPOSE OF THIS PILOT PROJECT IS 

TO ENCOURAGE THE PRACTICE OF PROVIDING FOR DIRECT CITIZEN 

ACCESS TO STATE COMPUTERIZED INFORMATION. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Responsibilities. ( l) The 

department of administration shall: 

(a) set standards for the selection of software for 

the electronic bulletin boards; and 

(b) determine procedures for bulletin board use. 

(2) Baeh THE department OF ADMINISTRATION shall 

provide security to protect the integrity of its electronic 

bulletin board system. EACH DEPARTMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

ENSURING THE INTEGRITY AND APPROPRIATENESS OF THE 

INFORMATION THAT IT PLACES IN THE S¥STEM. 

(3) THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION SHALL PROVIDE FOR 

AN EQUITABLE METHOD FOR RECOVERING THE COST OF OPERATING THE 

ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO 

THE 52ND LEGISLATURE THAT EVALUATES THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 

CENTRALIZED ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM, PROVIDES A 

COST ANALYSIS OF THE SYSTEM, AND PRESENTS RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR IMPROVING OR ENHANCING THE SYSTEM. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 

-2- HB 270 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 270 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HARPER, RANEY, IVERSON, WALKER, 

COHEN, MARKS, HANNAH, VINCENT, SQUIRES, O"KEEFE, CODY, 

MCDONOUGH, D. BROWN, REAM, SPAETH, STANG, YELLOWTAIL, 

BLAYLOCK, SIMON, STRIZICH, BROOKE, MCLANE, B. BROWN, 

GALT, NORMAN, ECK, KADAS, MERCER, MAZUREK, GIACOMETTO, 

GAGE, GRADY, GOOD, J. BROWN, THOFT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: .,AN ACT BS'I'ABblSHiHS--1'\H 

REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO ESTABLISH AND 

MAINTAIN A CENTRALIZED ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD iH--13AeH 

913PI'\R'I'MBN'I'--9P--S'I'A'I'I3-69YI3RHMBH'I';-ANB-PReYIBiNG-AH-BPP13e'l'fYI3 

BA'I'B SYSTEM ... 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW _ll~_C:TION. Section 1. Definition of electronic 

bulletin board. As used in {sections 2 and 3], nelectronic 

bulletin board,. means a remote database system containing 

various types of information accessible by means of a 

computer, a modem, and a telephone line. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Establishment. Etaeh- THE 

department of ~ta~e---qoverftme"~ ADMINISTRATION shall 

establish and maintain aft, AS A PILOT PRqJECT, A CENTRALIZEq 

electronic bulletin board SYSTEM FOR STATE AGENCIES TO USE 

as a means of conveying information to the citizens of 
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HB 0270/02 

Montana. AGENCIES INVOLVED IN COMMUNICATING INFORMATION TO 

THE PUBLIC SHALL MAINTAIN __ ~~~ROPRIATE INFORMATION ON THE 

BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM. THE PURPOSE OF THIS PILOT _PROJECT IS 

TO ENCOURAGE THE PRACTICE OF PROVIDING FUR DIRECT CITIZEN 

ACCESS TO STATE COMPUTERIZEQ INFORMATION~ 

NEW SECTION. SectM3n 3. Responsibilities. ( l) The 

department of administration shall: 

(a) set standards for the selection of software for 

the electronic bulletin boards; and 

(b) determine procedures for bulletin board use. 

(2) Baeh THE department OF 1\DMINISTRATION shall 

provide security to protect the integrity of its electronic 

bulletin board system. EACH DEPARTMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

ENSURING THE INTEGRITY AND APPROPRIATENESS OF THE - ~- ~---------

INFORMATION THAT IT PLI\fES IN THE SYSTEM. 

l~E DE~AR!~~~-2~~ADMINISTRATION SHAL~PROVIDE FOR 

AN EQUITABLE METHO_QJ()R RECOVERING THE COST OF OPERATING THE 

ELECTR_ONic__BULLETit,j~ !lOAR[:)_SYSTEM. 

NEW_SECTIO!I, __ !:jJ:CTIO~l{EPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

THE DEPARTMEN! _ _()F AIJMINISTRATION SHALL SUBMIT 1\ REPQR_7 TO 

TH~ ~III:l_l._EGISLp.!U~IH: TIIAT EVALUATES THE EFFECTIVENESSOF THE 

CENTRALIZED ELE~TRONI C llll!,LE!.!.II___BOARD SYSTEM, PROVIDES A 

<;()ST ANALYS~~ OF THf: SY5_TEM, AND PRESENTS ~_E:NDi\!!9NS 

FO~ ~ IMPROV}~OR ENII/\NI"I NG THE SYSTEM. 

~~~--~E:~~rq_N. SP.ction 5. Extension of authority. Any 
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BOUSE BILL HO. 270 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HARPER, RANEY, IVERSON, lfALKER, 

COHEN, MARKS, HANNAH, VINCEN'l, SQUIRES, O'KEEFE, CODY, 

MCDONOUGH, D. BROWN, REAM, SPAETH, STANG, YELLOWTAIL, 

BLAYLOCK, SIMON, STRIZICH, BROOKE, MCLANE, B. BRONN, 

GALT, NORMAN, ECK, KADAS, MERCER, MAZUREK, GIACOMETTO, 

GAGE, GRADY , GOOD, J . BROWN, THOFT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT BS~AB&ISHINS--AN 

REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO ESTABLISH AND 

MAINTAIN A CENTRALIZED ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD IN--BAeH 

BBPAR~MB~--9P--S~A~B-eeYBRNMB~~-ANB-PReYfBfN8-AN-BPPB~tYB 

BA~B SYSTEM." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Definition of electronic ------
bulletin board. As used in (sections 2 and 3), "electronic 

bulletin board~ means a remote database system containing 

various types of information accessible by .eans of a 

computer, a modem, and a telephone line. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. &stablisluoent. - THE 

department of state---qeYernme~~ ADMINISTRATION shall 

establish and maintain an, AS A PILOT PROJECT, A CENTRALIZED 

electronic bulletin board SYSTEM FOR STATE AGENCIES TO USE 

as a means of conveying information to the citizens of 
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HB 0270/02 

Montana. AGENCIES INVOLVED IN COIOIUNICATING INFORIVITION 1'0 

THE PUBLIC SHALL MAINTAIN APPROPRIATE INFORMATION ON 'l'RE 

BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM. THE PURPOSE OF THIS PILOT PROJECT IS 

TO ENCOURAGE THE PRACTICE OF PROVIDING FOR DIRECT CITIZEN 

ACCESS TO STATE COMPUTERIZED INFORMATION. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Responsibilities. 

department of ad•inlstratlon shall: 

( l) The 

(a) set standards for the selection of software for 

the electronic bulletin boards; and 

(b) determine procedures for bulletin board use. 

(2) Baeh THE department OF ADMINISTRATION shall 

provide security to protect the integrity of its electronic 

bulletin board syste•. EACH DEPARTMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

ENSURING THE INTEGRITY AND APPROPRIATENESS OF THE 

INFORMATION THAT IT PLACES IN THE SYSTEM. 

(3) THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION SHALL PROVIDE FOR 

AN EQUITABLE METHOD FOR RECOVERING THE COST OF OPERATING THE 

ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO 

THE 52ND LEGISLATURE THAT EVALUATES THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 

CENTRALIZED ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM, PROVIDES A 

COST ANALYSIS OF THE SYSTEM, AND PRESENTS RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR IMPROVING OR ENHANCING THE SYSTEM. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 
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existing authority to .. ke rules on 

pcoviaiona of (this actl is extended to 

(this actj, 
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the subject of the 

the provisions of 

4 NEW SECTION. Section &. Codification iDSt<uction. 

5 (Sections l th<ough 31 are intended to be codified as an 

6 integ<al part ot Title 2, cbapter 17, part 3, and the 

7 provisions of Title 2. chApter 17, part l, apply to 

8 (sections 1 through 31. 
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