HOUSE BILL NO. 245

INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, DRISCOLL, CLARK, ROTH,

SIMPKINS, ABRAMS,

HAGER, ANDERSON, BISHOP, HARP,

PHILLIPS, MENAHAN, MCCORMICK, SMITH, PAVLOVICH,

WALLIN,

DAILY, HARRINGTON, LYNCH, O'KEEFE,

GILBERT, BOYLAN, SWYSGOOD, D. BROWN

JANUARY 17, 1989

JANUARY 18, 1989

FEBRUARY 17, 1989

FEBRUARY 18, 1989
FEBRUARY 20, 1989

FEBRUARY 21, 198¢%

FEBRUARY 28, 1989

MARCH 18, 1989

MARCH 20, 1989

MARCH 22, 1989

IN THE HOUSE

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION.

FIRST READING.

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL
DO PASS AS AMENDED, REPORT ADOPTED,

PRINTING REPORT.
SECOND READING, DO PASS.
ENGROSSING REPORT.

THIRD READING, PASSED.
AYES, 83; NOES, 16.

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE.
IN THE SENATE

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION.

FIRST READING.

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT
ADOPTED.

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN AS
AMENDED.

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN.
AYES, 47; NOES, 2.



MARCH

MARCH

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

30, 1989
31, 1989
5, 1989
6, 1989
6, 1989
7, 1989
12, 1989
13, 1989
14, 1989
18, 1989
19, 1989

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS.

IN THE HOUSE

IN

IN

IN

IN

RECEIVED FROM SENATE.

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS
CONCURRED IN.

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS
CONCURRED IN.

SENT TOC ENROLLING.

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
SIGNED BY SPEAKER.

THE SENATE

SIGNED BY PRESIDENT.

THE HOUSE

DELIVERED TO GOVERNOR.

RETURNED FROM GOVERNOR WITH
RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS.

SECOND READING, GOVERNOR'S RECOM-
MENDED AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN.

THIRD READING, GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDED

AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN.
THE SENATE

SECOND READING, GOVERNOR'S RECOM-
MENDED AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN.

THIRD READING, GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDED

AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN.
THE HOUSE
SENT TO ENROLLING.

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
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2-89-302, 61-3-321, AND 61-3-332, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-332. Number plates, (1) Every motor vehicle

which-—-shati--be that is driven upon the streets or highways

of ehis-atate-shal} Montana must display both front and rear

a number plate plates, bearing the distinctive number

assigned sueh the vehicle. Sweh The number piate-shall-be

plates are in eight series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trallers, one for
trucks, one for dealers 1in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type whieh-——sha*t that bear the distinctive
letters "MCD" or the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one
for franchised dealers in new motorcars (including trucks
and trailers) or new and used motorcars [(including trucks
and trailers) which-ahat} that bear the distinctive letter

"D" or the word "DEALER", one for dealers in used motorcars
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only (including used trucks and trailers) which-shati that
bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter "U" and the
word "DEALER", and one for dealers in trailers and/or
semitrailers (new or used) whieh--ahati that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
“DEALER". All such markings for the aforementioned kinds of
dealers' plates shait must be placed on the number plates
assigned thereto in sueh the position thereen--as that the
department may-destgnate designates.

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles shail must be
issued for a minimum period of 4 years, shail bear a
distinctive marking, and shat} be furnished by the state,
In years when number plates are not issued, the department
shall provide nonremovable stickers bearing appropriate
registration numbers;-—-which--shatl that must be affixed to

the license plates in use,

{3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the

department shall create a new design for number plates as

provided in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly

designed number plates for issuance after January 1, 1691,

to replace, at rerewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before

that date.

t3¥(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates

ahatt must be of metal & inches wide and 12 inches in

-2- INTRODUCED BILL
HB AY5~
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length. The ocutline of the state of Montana shat} must be
used as a distinctive border on such license plates, and the
word "Montana" with and the year shait must be placed across
the plates. Such registration plates shait must be treated
with a reflectorized background material according to
specifications prescribed by the department.

+41(5) The distinctive registration numbers shall must
begin with a number one or with a letter-number combination,
such as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle shait must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baselinej-and. the The county number shait must be separated
from the distinctive registration number by a separation
mark unless a letter-number combination is used. The
dimensions of such numerals and letters shatt must be
determined by the department, provided-that and all county
and registration numbers shaii must be of equal height.

t51+{6) For the use of tax-exempt motor wvehicles, in
addition to the markings herein provided, number plates
shatt must have thereon the following distinctive markings:

fa) For vehicles owned by the state, the department
may designate the prefix number for the various state

departmentsy--and--att. All numbered plates issued to state
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departments shat: must bear the words "State Owned", and no
year number wit: may be indicated thereon as because these
numbered plates witi-be are of a permanent nature and will
be replaced by the department at-such-time anly when the
physical condition of numbered plates requires same it.

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty as-suehy and for wvehicles
on 1loan from the United States government or the state of
Montana, to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and
operated by officials and employees thereof in the line of
duty &s-such, there shat} must be placed on the number
plates assigned thereto, in sueh a position thereon-as that
the department may designate, the letter "X" or the word
"EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers for plates
assigned to motor vehicles of each of the counties in the
state and those of the municipalities and school districts
situated within each of said the counties and those of the
irrigation districts whiéeh that obtain plates within each
county shat¥ must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively.

+6¥(7) ©On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles

of the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks
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and tax-exempt trailers, there sha*}® must appear the letter
"T" or the word "TRUCK" fer on plates assigned to trucks and
the letters "TR" or the word "TRAILER" £er on plates
assigned to trailers and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or
the word "CYCLE" shail must appear for on plates assigned to
vehicles of the motorcycle or guadricycle type.

t+7¥{8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type
may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

t8%(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state shatk--be are assigned numbers as
follows: Silver Bow, 1l; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3;
Misscula, 4; Lewis and Clark, S5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7:
Fergus, B; Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill,
12: Rawvalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16;
Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20;
Toole, 21l; Big Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24;
Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rasebud,
29: Deer Lodge, 30; Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33;
sheridan, 34; Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37;
Glacier, 38; Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41;

Carter, 42; Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45;
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Granite, 46; Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield,
50; Jefferson, 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral,
54; Petroleum, 5%; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties shali must
be assigned numbers by the department as they may be formed,
beginning with the number 57."

Section 2. section 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles —
public-owned vehicles exempt from license or registration
fees -- disposition of fees. (1) Registration or license
fees ahat® must be paid upon registration or reregistrarion
of motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and
semitrailers, in accordance with this chapter, as follows:

{a} motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under
{other than motortrucks), $5;

(b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other
than motortrucks), $10;

{c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10;

(d) all motorcycles and quadricycles, $2;

(e) tractors and/or trucks, $10;

(f) buses shat*i-be are classed as motortrucks and
licensed accordingly;

(g} trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers of all

weights, $2;

(h) trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000
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pounds maximum gross loaded weight (except housetrailers),
$5;

(i) trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight, $10;

{j) trailers used exclusively in the transportation of
logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas
well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and
secondhand, shall--pay-a-fee-of $15 annually, regardless of
size or capacity.

{2) All rates shaii--be are 25% higher Ffor motor
vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers not equipped with
pneumatic tires,

(3) "Tractor", as specified in this section, means any
motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a
trailer or semitrailer.

(4) If any motor vehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or
semitrailer is originally registered 6 months after the time
of registration as set by law, the registration or license
fee for the remainder of the year shati-be is one-half of
the regular fee.

{5) An additional fee of $3 per year for each
registration of a wvehicle shat:t must be collected as a
registration fee. Revenue from this Ffee shaitt must be
forwarded by the respective county treasurers to the state

treasurer for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account
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of the state special revenue fund.

(6) The provisions of this part with respect toc the
payment of registration fees shaii do not apply to er-be and
are  not binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or
semitrailers, or tractors owned or controlled by the United
States of America or any state, county, or city.

(7} The provisions of this section relating to the
payment of registration fees do not apply when number plates
are transferred to a replacement vehicle under 61-3-317,
61-3-332¢%}, or 61-3-335."

Section 3. section 2-8%-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"n2-89-302. (Temporary) Commemorative centennial
license plates. (1) DNotwithstanding the 4-year period
provided For in 61-3-332(2), the department of justice may
issue commemorative centennial license plates for a
different period 1f requested by the Montana statehood
centennial office, at prices to be agreed upon by the
department and the office as provided in 2-89-303.

(2) Commemorative license plates may be:

{(a) collectors' 1license plates, intended to be
collectors' items only, distinctively marked or colored.
Such plates may be designated as ncot valid for the purpose
of licensing motor vehicles within the state; or

(b} special or 1limited duration license plates valid

for licensing motor vehicles in the state and carrying the
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same general centennial design asrregularly issued license
plates provided for in 2-89-301, except that they may differ
from such regular license plates by:

(i) color;

{ii) use of a distinctive series of registration
numbers or special prefixes or suffixes for the
registration numbers; and

(1ii) by other details not distracting from legibility
or recognitrion of the license plate.

{3} (a) The proceeds from the sale of commemoratiwve
license plates, after payment of the agreed price to the
department, must be used for centennial activities of the
office as provided in part 1 of this chapter.

{b) A county shall assess an additional fee of $3 for
each set of commemorative centennial license plates issued
in the county to defray the costs incurred by the county
treasurer. The county treasurer shall collect the fee and
deposit the money in the county general fund.

(c) The issuance of commemorative license plates must
be made at no direct cost to the state.

{4) Commemorative license plates that are valid for
licensing a motor vehicle must carry the assigned county
number, as established in 61-3-332¢8%, either within the
registration numbers or by means of an affixed nonremcvable

sticker bearing the appropriate county designation and used
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in accordance with instructions by the department.
(Terminates July 1, 1991--sec. 5, Ch. 674, L., 1985.)"

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the

provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of

ithis act],.

-End-—
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB245 , as introduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An Act requiring the Department of Justice to issue new license plates for motor vehicles beginming January 1,
1991; amending Sections 2-89-302, 61-3-321, and 61-3-332, MCA.

ASSUMPTIONS :

1. That 2,032,000 new design plates will have to be manufactured prior to June 30, 1991,

to produce one plate during the 1991 biennium is $1.13.
2. 'The entire FY90 current level budget will be needed in addition to the costs of the new plates, but only
half of the FY91 current level budget. ,

FISCAL TIMPACT:

License Plate Factory Current
Montana State Prison ~Law .
Expenditures:
Personal Services § 65,658
Operating Expenses _352,512
Total $418,170
Funding:
Motor Vehicle $418,170
General Fund -0-
Total -~ $418,170

UDGET DIRECTGR

and the avérage cost

FY90 FYO1
Proposed Current Proposed
Law Difference Law ' Law Difference
$ 90,658 $ 25,000 $ 65,644 $ 90,644 $ 25,000
1,475,512 1,123,000 379,278 1,368,778 989,500
$1,566,170 $1,148,000 $444,922 $1,459,422 $1,014,500
$ 418,170 =0 $444,922 $ 444,922 $ -0-
1,148,000 1,148,000 -0~ 1,014,500 1,014,500
$1,566,170 $1,148,000 $444,922 $1,459,422 $1,014,500
/"’” 3
DATE

OFFZCE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING

JOE QUILICE, PRIMARY‘SPONSOR \u»’

Fiscal Nofe for HB245, as introduced

HB 2y




STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB245 , on second reading.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An Act requiring the Department of Justice to issue new license plates for motor vehicles beginning January 1,
1990; requiring issuance of new number plates in 1994; providing a fee for issuance of new number plates; extending
until July 1, 1996, the validity of commemorative centennial license plates; amending Sections 2-89-302, 61-3-321,
and 61-3-332, MCA, and Section 5, chapter 674, Laws of 1985; and providing an immediate effective date and an

applicability date.

ASSUMPTIONS:
1. General reissue of license plates.
Z. Assume production to begin 1/2/90. This target date could be difficult to achieve. Design of the plates

and setup for production cculd delay the start date.

3
4. A biennial appropriation would ease the time restraints.
5.
retained, at least through the 1991 biennium.
6.
according to 61-3-321 (6).
FISCAL TIMPACT: ¥YSO
Current Proposed
Law Law Difference
MONTANA STATE PRISON:
License Plate Factory
Expenditures:
Personal Services % 65,658 $ 78,228 3 12,570
Operating Expenses 352,512 2,210,729 1,858,217
Total $418,170 $2,288,957 $1,870,781
Funding:
Motor Vehicle $418,170 $2,288,957 $1,870,781

Mﬂﬁ 9747/5' 7

RAY 2HAEKLEFORD, AUDGET DIRECTOR “DATE
OFELCE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING

. Assume production of plates will take approximately 9 months with two shifts of inmates and some overtime.
50,000 sets of commemorative centennial license plates will be issued by 12/31/89, and they will all be

Trailer and motorcycle owners, although receiving only one new number plate, will pay the tull $2 fee

FYGQ1
Current Proposed
Law Law Difference
$ 65,644 k3 72,434 $ 6,7%0
379,278 790,570 411,292
$444,922 $ 863,004 $ 418,082
$444,922 $ 863,004 $ 418,082
;”'“\\ . .
1 i - _‘/
JOE QUILICI, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE

fisfgl Note for HB245, on second reading

HB RS




igscal Note Request HB245, on secend reading
Form BD-15
Page 2

FISCAL IMPACT:
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE:

Registrar's Bureau FYeo
Current Proposed
Expenditures: Law Law Difference
Personal Services $1,332,154 $1,332,154 $ -0-
Operating Expenses 821,269 861,269 40,000
Equipment 21,212 21,212 -0-
TOTAL $2,174,635 $2,214,635 $ 40,000
Funding:
Motor Vehicle $2,174,635 $2,214,0635 $ 40,000
Revenue:
Motocr Vehicle
New Plate Fee $ -0~ $ 860,000 $ 860,000
Net Effect: ($1,050,781)

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PRQPOSED LEGISLATION:

Current
Law
$1,334,424
818,532
18,612

$2,172,568

$2,172,568

s -o-

FY91
Proposed
Law

$1.334,424

869,532
19,612

$2,223,568

$2,223,568

$ 860,000

Difference
$ -0-
51,000
_0..
$§ 51,000
$ 51,000
$ 860,000
$ 390,918

A re-issue of license plates in 1994 will cost approximately the same as requested in the 1991 biennium.

TECHNICAL OR MECHANICAL DEFECTS OR CONFLICTS WITH EXISTING LEGISLATION:

The amended section 61-3-321(6) charges a $2 fee for a "set' of plates.

plate.

Trailers and motorcycles receive only one

HB A%
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

HOUSE BILL NO. 245
INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, DRISCOLL, CLARK, ROTH,
SIMPKINS, ABRAMS, HAGER, ANDERSON, BI1SHOP, HARP,
PHILLIPS, MENAHAN, MCCORMICK, SMITH, PAVLOVICH,
WALLIN, DARKO, HARRINGTON, SPAETH, O'KEEFE,

GILBERT, BOYLAN, SWYSGOOD, D. BROWN

A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO ISSUE NEW NUMBER PLATES FOR MOTOR

VEHICLES BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 199% 1990; REQUIRING 1ISSUANCE

OF NREW NUMBER PLATES IN 1994; PROVIDING A FEE FOR ISSUANCE

OF NEW NUMBER PLATES:; EXTENDING UNTIL JULY 1, 1996, THE

VALIDITY OF COMMEMORATIVE CENTENNIAL LICENSE PLATES:

RMENDING SECTIONS 2-89-302, 61-3-321, AND £1-3-332, MCA, AND

SECTION 5, CHAPTER 674, LAWS OF 1985; A&ND PROVIDING AN

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-332. Number plates. (1) Every motor wvehicle

which--shati--be that is driven upon the streets or highways

of thia-state-shatl Montana must display both front and rear

a number plate plates, bearing the distinctive number

assigned such Lhe vehicle. Sueh The number piaste-shali-be

plates are in eight series: one series for owners of
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motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one for trailers, one for

trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type wnich--shaitr that bear the distinctive
letters "MCD" or the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one
for franchised dealers in new motorcars {including trucks
and trailers) or new and used motorcars {inciluding trucks
and trailers) which-shail that bear the distinctive letter
“D" or the word "DEALER", one for dealers in used motorcars
only (including used trucks and trailers) whieh-shatt that
bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter "U" and the
word “DEALER", and one for dealers in trailers and/sor
semitrailers (new or used) whieh--shal} that bear the
distinctive letters “DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
"DEALER". All anech markings for the aforementioned kinds of
dealers' plates shai! must be placed on the number plates
assigned thereto in sach the position rhereen--as that the
department meay-deaignate designates,

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles shati must be
+ssued for a mirnimum period of 4 years, shall bear a
drstinctive marking, and shat* he furnished by the state.
In years when number plates are not issued, the department
shall provide nonremovable stickers bearing appropriate
registration numberss--which--shatt that must be affixed to

the license plates in use.

-2- HB 245
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{3) Subject to the provisions of this secticon, the

department shall:

(A) create a new design for number plates as provided

in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly designed

number plates for ‘issuance after January 1, %9%% 1890, to

replace, at renewal as reguired in 61-~3-312 and 61-3-314,

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before

that date; AND

(B) SUBSEQUENTLY CREATE A NEW DESIGN FOR NUMBER PLATES

AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION, AND IT SHALL MANUFPACTURE THOSE

PLATES FOR ISSUANCE APTER JANUARY 1, 1994, TO REPLACE, AT

RENEWAL AS REQUIRED IN 61-3-312 AND 61-3-314, NUMBER PLATES

THAT WERE DISPLAYED ON MOTOR VEHICLES UNDER THE PROVISIONS

OF SUBSECTION (3)(A).

£3¥(4) In the case of motcorcars and trucks, plates
shat}t must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in
length. The outline of the state of Montana shatt must be
used as a distinctive border on such license plates, and the
word "Montana" with and the vear shaii must be placed across
the plates. Such registration plates shaii must be treated
with a reflectorized background material according to
specifications prescribed by the department.

+44(5) The distinctive registration numbers shati: must
begin with a number one or with a letter-number combination,

such as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
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letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle shaii must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseliney-and. the The county number shat} must be separated
from the distinctive registration number by a separation
mark unless a letter-number combination is used. The
dimensions of such numerals and letters shai: must be
determined by the department, provided-ehat and all county
and registration numbers shait must be of egual height,

t5¥{6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings herein provided, number plates
sha¥¥ must have thereon the following distinctive markings:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department
may designate the prefix number for the various state
departmentsy-and-att. All numbered plates 1issued Lo state
departments shaii* must bear the words "State Owned®, and no
year number wiit may be indicated thereon as Dbecause these
numbered plates wiltl-be are of a permanent nature and will
be repiaced by the department at-auch--time only when the
physical condition of numbered plates requires same it.

{b) For wvehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the
laws of Montana and not operating for protit, and school

districts and that are used and operated by oificials and
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employees thereof in line of duty as-anweh; and for vehicles
an loan from the United States government or the state of
Mcntana, to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and
operated by officials and employees thereof in the 1line of
duty as--such, there =shai} must be placed on the number
plates assigned thereto, in aueh a position thereon-as that
the department may designate, the letter "X" or the word
"EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers for plates
assigned to motor vehicles of each of the counties in the
state and those of the municipalities and school districts
situated within each of aaid the counties and those of the

irrigation districts whieh that obtain plates within each

county shait must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively.

t6¥{7) On all number plates assigned tc motor venicles
cf the truck and trailer type, other than tax—exempt trucks
and tax-exempt trailers, there shatt must appear the letter
“T" or the word "TRUCK" feor on plates assigned to trucks and
the letters “TR" or the word "TRAILER" fer on plates
assigned to trailers and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or
the word "CYCLE" shat: must appear fer on plates assigned to
vehicles of the motorcycle or guadricycle type.

+7¥(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
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truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or guadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or license fee wmay be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

t83(9) Ffor the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of. the state shati--be are assigned numbers as
follows: Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2 Yellowstone, 1;
Missoula, 4; Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7:
Fergus, 8; Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill,
12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16;
Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20;
Toole, 21; Big Heorn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24:
Madiscn, 25; Pondera, 26; Richland, 27; Powell, 2B; Rcsebud,
29; Deer Lodge, 30; Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33;
Sheridan, 34; Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37;:
Glacier, 38; Fallon, 39; Bweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41;
Carter, 42: Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45;
Granite, 46; Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield,
50; Jefferson, 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden valley, 53; Mineral,
%4; Petroleum, 55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties shai# must
be assigned numbers by the department as they may be formed,
beginning with the number 57."

Section 2. Section 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read:

"§1-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles -

public-owned vehicles exempt from 1license or registration

fees -- disposition of fees. (1) Registration or license
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fees shaiit must be paid upon registration or reregistration
of motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and
semitrailers, in accordance with this chapter, as follows:

{a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under
(other than motortrucksy), $5;

{b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other
than motortrucks), $10:

(c} electrically driven passenger vehicles, §10;

{d)y all motorcycles and quadricycles, $2;

{e) tractors and/or trucks, $10;

(f) buses ahatl--be are classed as motortrucks and
licensed accordingly;

{g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers of all
weights, $2;

thy trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000
pounds maximum gross locaded weight [(except housetrailers),
85

{i) trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight, 3$10;

(j) trailers used exclusively in the transportation of
logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas
well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and
secondhand, shall-pay-a-fee-of $15 annually, regardless of

size or capacity.
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{2) All rates shat¥--Be are 25% higher for motor
vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers not eguipped with
pneumatic tires.

{3) "Tractor", as specified in this section, means any
motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a
trailer or semitrailer.

(4) If any motor vehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or
semitrailer is originally registered & months after the time
of registration as set by law, the registration or license
fee for the remainder of the year shati-be i3 one-nalf of
the regular fee.

(5) An additional Ffee of $3 per year [for each
registration of a vehicle shaii must be collected as a
registration fee. Revenue from this Efee shatt must be
forwarded by the respective county treasurers to the state
treasurer for depogit in the motor vehicle reccrding account
of the state special revenue fund.

(6) A FFE OF $2 FOR EACH SET OF NEW NUMBER PLATES MUST

BE COLLECTED WHEN NUMBER PLATES PROVIDED FOR UNDER

61-3-332(3) ARE _ISSUED. REVENUE FROM THIS FEE MUST BE

DEPOSITED AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (5}.

t6Y(7) The provisions of this part with respect to the
payment of registration fees shaitt do not apply to er-be and
are not binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or

semitrailers, or tractors owned or controlled by the United
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States of America or any state, county, Oor city,.
£#+({8) The provisions of this section relating to the

payment of registration fees OR NEW NUMBER PLATE FEES do not

apply when number plates are transferred to a replacement

vehicle under 61-3-317, 61-3-332¢3#%, or 61-3-335."
Section 3. Section 2-89-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-89-302. (Temporary) Commemorative

centennial
license plates. (1) Notwithstanding the 4-year period
provided for in 61-3-332(2), the department ¢f Jjustice may
issue commemorative centennial license plates for a
different period 1If requested by the Montana statehood
centennial office, at prices to be agreed wupon by the
department and the office as provided in 2-89-303.

(2) Commemorative license plates may be:

(a) collectors' Llicense plates, intended to be
collectors' items only, distinctively marked or colored.
Such plates may be designated as not valid for the purpose
of licensing motor vehicles within the state; or

(b} special or limited duration license plates valid
for licensing motor vehicles in the state and carrying the
same general centennial design as regularly issued license
plates provided for in 2-89-301, except that they may differ
from such regular license plates by:

{i) color;

{ii) use of a distinctive series of registration
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numbers or special prefixes or suffixes for the
registration numbers; and

{iii) by other details not distracting from legibility
or recognition of the license plate.

{3} (a) The proceeds from the sale of commemorative
license plates, after payment of the agreed price to the
department, must be used for centennial activities of the
office as provided in part 1 of this chapter.

(b} A county shall assess an additional fee of $3 for
each set of commemorative centennial license plates issued
in the county to defray the costs incurred by the county
treasurer. The counky treasurer snall collect the fee and
deposit the money in the county general fund.

{c) The issuance of commemcrative license plates must
be made at no direct cost to the state.

(4} Commemorative license plates that are valid for
licensing a motor vehicle must carry the assigned county
number, as established in 61-3-332¢8), either within the
registration numbers or by means of an affixed nonremovable
sticker bearing the appropriate county designation and used
in accordance with instructions by the department.

{Terminates July 1, 1991--sec. 5, Ch. 674, L. 1985.)"

SECTION 4. SECTION 5, CHAPTER 674, LAWS OF 1985, IS

BMENDED TO READ:

"Section 5. Termination date. This act terminates July
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1, $99% 1996."

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Aany
existing authcrity to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

NEW SECTION. SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. {THIS ACT]

IS EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 7. APPLICABILITY. [THIS  ACT}

APPLIES TO REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND DISPLAY OF

LICENSE PLATES ISSUED AFTER DECEMBER 31, 1589.

-End-

~11- HB 245



51st Legislature

@®

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0245/02

HOUSE BILL NO. 245
INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, DRISCOLL, CLARK, ROTH,
SIMPKINS, ABRAMS, HAGER, ANDERSONM, BISHOP, HARP,
PHILLIPS, MENAHAN, MCCCRMICK, SMITH, PAVLOVICH,
WALLIN, DARKO, HARRINGTON, SPAETH, O'KEEFE,

GILBERT, BOYLAN, SWYSGOOD, D. BROWN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO ISSUE NEW NUMBER PLATES FOR MOTOR

VEHICLES BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 39t 19950; REQUIRING ISSUANCE

OF NEW NUMBER PLATES IN 1994; PROVIDING A FEE FOR ISSUANCE

OF NEW NUMBER PLATES; EXTENDING UNTIL JULY 1, 1996, THE

VALIDITY orF COMMEMQRATIVE CENTENNIAL. LICENSE PLATES;

AMENDING SECTIONS 2-89-302, 61-3-321, AND 61-3-332, MCA, AND

SECTION S, CHAPTER 674, LAWS OF 1985; AND PROVIDING AN

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE QF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-332., Number plates. (1) Every motor vehicle

which--ahati--be that is driven upon the streets or highways

of this-state-shall Montana must display both front and rear

a number piate plates, bearing the distinctive number
assigned such the wvehicle. Sueh The number piate-shalti-be

plates are in eight series: one series for owners of
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motorcars, one Eor owners o©of motor wvehicles aof the
motorcycle or quadricycle type, one Eor trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type which--shatt that bear the distinctive
letters "MCD" or the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one
for Ffranchised dealers in new motorcars {(including trucks
and trailers) or new and used motorcars (including trucks
and trailers) which-shaitt that bear the distinctive letter
"D" or the word "DEALER", one For dealers in used motorcars
only (including used trucks and trailers) which-shaii that
bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter "U"” and the
word “DEALER", and one for dealers in trailers and/or
semitrailers (new or used} which--shatl that bear the
distinctive letters "DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
“DEALER". All such markings for the aforementioned kinds of
dealers' plates shail must be placed on the number plates
assigned thereto in such the position theresn--as that the
department may-deaiqnate designates.

[2) BAll number plates Eor motor vehicles shati must be
issued for a minimum period of 4 vyears, shali bear a
distinctive marking, and shali be furnished by the state,
In years when number plates are not issued, the department
shall provide nonremovable stickers bearing appropriate
registration numbers;--which--sha}} that must be affixed to

the license plates in use.
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(3}  Subject to the provisions of this seection, the

department shall:

(A} create a new deaign for number plates as provided

in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly designed

number plates for issuance after January 1, $99% 1990, to

replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-317 and 61-3-314,

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles bhefore

that date; AND

(B) SUBSEQUENTLY CREATE A NEW DESIGN FOR NUMBER PLATES

AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION, AND IT SHALL MANUPACTURE THOSE

PLATES FOR ISSUANCE AFTER JANUARY 1, 1994, TQ REPLACE, AT

RENEWAL AS REQUIRED IN 61-3-312 AND 61-131-314, NUMBER PLATES

THAT WERE DISPLAYED ON MOTOR VEHICLES UNDER THE PROVISIONS

OF SUBSECTION (3)(A].

t33(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates
shatt must be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in
length. The outline of the state of Montana shail myst be
used as a distinctive border on such license plates, and the
word’ "Montana! wieth and: the: year shali must be placed’ across
the plates. Such registration plates shist: must be treated
with a: reflectorized: background material acfording to
specifications prescribed’ by- the department’.

+4%¢{5) The: distinctive registration: numbers shail mast
begim: with: a: nomber” one’ or” with™ a! letter number conbinaticH,

such. as: "R 12 or “AR: 1Y,. or’ any. othetr similat comblndtion” of’
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letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination dssignéd to the vehicle snaii must
appear on the plate preceded by thHe numbér of the county and
appearing in horizontal ordér on the same ﬁofiédﬁéai
baselines-and. the The county number shatt must be sepSrétéd
from the distinctive régistratian number by a séparétion
mark unless a letter-number combination 1is wused. The
dimensions of such numerals and leétters shaii must be
determined by the department, provided-that §g§ all county
and registration nimbers shat} must be of equal height.

+53(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition tc the markings herein provided, number plates
shat¥ must have thereon the Eollowing distinctive markings:

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the depaftmen:
mdy designate the prefix number [For the various state
departhentsy-and-a¥t, All numbered plates issued to state
departménts shai} must bear the words “State Owned", and no
year number witi may be indicated thereon as beciuse these
numbered plates witi-be are of a permanent nature and will
be replaced by the department akt-suneh—-time only when the
physical condition of nimb&red plates requires 5hﬁz'§€.

(b): For vehiclds' that ard owned by the counties,
mafieipalities) irrightion” districts’ organized under the
i Jf  Montaha® ahd’ not’ oferating’ for profit, ahd school’

E v ‘. B L BT 3 gt el ¥ o d Sh « Tl N . ; Iy
distTict’s aid’ that aie usEd” and operated by officials and

1 EX IR
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employees thereof in line of duty as-snehy and for vehicles
on loan from the United States government or the state of
Montapna, to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and
operated by officials and employees thereof in the line of
duty as--sueh, there shait must be placed on the number
plates assigned thereto, in such a position thereon-as that
the department may designate, the letter "X* or the word
"EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers for plates
assigned to motor vwvehicles of each of the counties in the
state and those of the municipalities and school districts
situated within each of said the counties and those of the
irrigation districts whieh that obtain plates within each
county ahatl must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively.

t6}(7) On all number plates assigned to motar vehicles
of the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks
and tax-exempt trailers, there ahati must appear the letter
“T" or the word “"TRUCK" fer on plates assigned to trucks and
the letters "“TR" or the word "TRAILER" €fer on plates
assigned to trailers and housetrailers. The letters "MC" or
the word "CYCLE" shatt must appear for on plates assigned to
vehicles of the motorcycle or guadricycle type.

+7%(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,
trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or quadricycle type

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
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truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or guadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or license fee may be .ssessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

$83{9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state shati--be are assigned numbers as
follows: Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3:
Missoula, 4; Lewls and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7;
Ferqus, 8; Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11; Hill,
12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 19; Dawson, la;
Roosevelt, 1l7; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, lY: Valley, 20;
Toole, 21; Big Horno, 22; Musseishell, 23; Blaine, 24;
Madison, 25; Pondera, 26: Richland, 27; Powell, 28: Rosebud,
29; Deer Lodge, 30; Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33;
Sheridan, 34; Sanders, 13%; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37:
Glacier, 38; Fallon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41;
Carter, 42; Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45;
Granite, 46; Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield,
50; JeEferson, Sl: Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53:; Mineral,
54; Petroleum, 55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties shatlil must
be assigned numbers by the department as they may be formed,
beginning with the number 57."

Section 2. Secticn 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-321. Registration fees aof vehicles -

public-owned vehicles exempt from 1license or registration

fees -- disposition of fees. (1) Registraticn or license
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fees shali must be paid upon registration or reregistration
of motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and
gemitrailers, in accordance with this chapter, as follows:

(a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under
{other than motorktrucks), $5;

(b} motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other
than motortrucks), $10;

{c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10;

{d) all motorcycles and quadticycles, $2;

(e) tractors and/or trucks, $10:

(£) buses shati--be are classed as motortrucks and
licenzed accordingly;

{g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds
maximum  gross loaded weight and housetrailers of all
weights, $2;

thy trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000
pounds maximum gross loaded weight {except housetrailers),
$§65;

{1y trailers and sgemitrailers over 6,000 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight, $i0;

tj)y trailers wsed exclusivelky in the transportation of
logs in the forest or in the tranmsportation of okl and gas
well machinecy, fcad machinery, orf bridge materisls, new and
secondhand, skhatl-pay-s-fee-of $1% annwatily, regafdléss of

S1iTE or capacity.
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{2) All rates #4KEii--Bé& are 251 higher for mctel
velicles, trailets; and sBmittailers oot equibpdd with
pneumatic tires.

(3) “Tractot", as specified in ttis s&ction, meansd ahy
motor vehlcle #xcept passenger cdrs used for towing &
trailer or semitrailer.

(4) If any #iotor vehicle, housstisdiler, ¢tailér,;, or
semitediler is originally régistéred 6 months Aftér thée t¢iné&
of registrition &s seét by law, thé régistration or license
fee for the remaindér of the yedr #hdii-be is oneé-half of
the tegqular fee.

{5) An additionmal fee of $3 per vyear ftar each
régistration of a vehicte sWa}¥} must be collécrted as &
tegistration fes. Revenue from this fes& shatf Husi be
forwarded By the tespective county tfEasurérs to thé stdtd
treasuter for deposit in the motor veliicle récording account
of the state special revénue fund.

{6) & FEE OF $7 FON BACH 8B OF NEW Mifistf pLATES Muge
Bt  COLLECTED  WHEN  RUMHPR  PLATRS PROVLDED FOR  UNDER
6§1-7-372( 1) ARE ISSYRD. RevERUE FRoM  tHIg FEE MO  BE
PEFOSEITED AS PROVEDED I8 SOUBSEEFTON ¢4y.

i6¥(7y The provisions of tRis part with réspect to the
payient f regisfradion foes sHEXE do nof apply to &6-BF Ind
are  ndt Bindiwg  upon didtor  veERiclies, CrailErs  of

senifraibers, or tracfors owned or cortiatted Y the  Onried
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States of America or any state, county, or City.
t?4(8) The provisions of this section relating to the

payment of registration fees OR _NEW NUMBER PLATE FEES do not

apply when number plates are transferred to a replacement
vehicle under 61-3-317, 61-3-332¢3%, or 61-3-335."

Section 3. Section 2-89-302, MCA, is amended to read:

®"2-89-302. (Temporary) Commemorative centennial
license plates, (1) ©Notwithstanding the d4-year period
provided for in 61-3-332(2), the department of Jjustice may
issue commemarative centennial license plates for a
different period if requested by the Montana statehood
centennial office, at prices to be agreed upon by the
department and the cffice as provided in 2-89-303.

(2} Commemorative license plates may be:

(a) colieCtors' license plates, intended to be
collectors’' items only, distinctively marked or colcred.
Such plates may be designated as not valid for the purpose
of licensing motor vehicles within the state; or

(b) special or limited duraticn license plates valid
for licensing motor vehicles in the state and carrying the
same general centennial design as regularly issued license
plates provided for in 2-89-301, except that they may differ
from such regular license plates by:

(i) color;

{ii) use of a distinctive series of registration
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numbers or special prefixes ar sutfixes tor the
registration numbers; and

(iii) by othner details not distracting from legibility
or recognition of the license plate.

(3) (a) The proceeds from the sale of commemorative
license plates, after payment of the agreed price to the
gepartment, must be used for centennial activities of the
cffice as provided in part 1 of this chapter.

{(b) A county shall assess an additional fee of $3 for
each set of commemorative centennial license plates issued
in the county to defray the costs 1lncurred by the ocCounky
treasurer. The county treasurer shall collect the fee and
deposit the money in the county general fund.

{c} The issuance of commemorative license plates must
be made at no direct cost to the state.

[4) Commemorative license plates that are valid for
licensing a motor vehicle must carry the assigned county
number, 4as established in 61-3-332¢83, elther within the

registration numbers or by means of an affixed nonremovable

" sticker bearing the appropriate county designation and used

in accordance with instructions by the department.

{Terminates July 1, 199l--sec. 5, Ch. 674, L. 1985.)"

SECTION 4. SECTION 5, CHAPTER 674, LAWS OF 1985, 1S

AMENDED TO READ:

"Section 5. Termination date. This act terminates July
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1, 99t 1996."

NEW SECTION. Section B. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

NEW SEcTioN. SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. {THIS ACT)

IS EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 7. APPLICABILITY. [THIS  ACT)

APPLIES TO REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND DISPLAY OF

LICENSE PLATES 1SSUED AFTER DECEMBER 31, 1949,

~End-
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REFORT
page 1 of 2
March 17, 1589

MR. PRESIDENT:

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation, having had
under consideration HB 245 (third reading copy -- blue),
respectfully report that HB 245 be amended and as 80 amended be
concurred in:

Sponsor: Quilici (Stimatz)

1. Title, line 0.
Strike: "199¢"
Insert: “1991"

2, Title, line 11.
Strike: “1994"
Insert: "1995"

3. Title, line 15.
Pollowing: ~19835:"
Insert: "PROVIDIMG AM APPROPRIATION,;"

4. Title, line 16,

Strikes "ARD"

Insert: ","

Pollowing: “APPLICABILITY DAYE"
Insert: ", AND A TERMINATION DATE"™

s, Page 3, line 5,
Strike: * -
Insert: "1991"

6. Page 3, line 11.
Strike: * -
Insert, “1998"

continued scrhb245.317

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS, HB 245

7. Page 11.

Following: line S

Insart. "NEW_ SECTION. Section
following appropriation 1is
institutions for the purpose

Expenditures;
Personal Services
Operating Expenses
Total

Funding,
General Fund
Hotoxr Vehicle Account
Total

page 2 of 2

6. Appropriation. (1) The
made to the department of
of implementing [this act]:

EY 1999 EY 1931

s 11,5587 $ 5,777
7 325,289
§1.,811,440 § 331,068
51,811,440 $ ?
-] 331,066
$1,811,440 $ 331,066

(2) Any unexpended funds at the end of fiscal vear 1999
are reappropriated for fiscal year 1991."

Renumber: subseguent sections
8. Page 11, line 1@.

Strike: "198%"
Insert: "18%5@"

AND AS AMENDED BE COMCURRED IN

.7 oA
Signed:__ <\ e~ T

Larry J. Tveit, Chairman

HB 2YS
SENATE



SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT
March 20, 1989 2:41 pm

Mr. Chairman: I move to amend HB 245 (third reading copy -- blue)
as follows:

1. Amend the Senate Committee on Highways and Transportation
amendments to HB 245 (third reading copy -- blue) dated March 17,
1989, as follows:

Amendment No, 7

1. Following: line 9 of insert

Insert: "{2) The following appropriation is made to the department
of justice for the purpose of implementing [this act]:

$ 71, 408"

2. Line 13 of insert.
Strike: "331,066"
Insert: "402,466"

3. Line 14 of insert.
Strike: ™S 331,066"
Insert: "$ 402,466"

4. Line 16 of insert,
Strike: "(2)"
Insert: "(3)"

——
-

;

REJECT ' y)
Signed: /7'Ou4m1¢wquﬁfé;gé%E%if§§3
Senator Stim

SENATE
HB 29S8
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HOUSE BILL NO. 245

INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, DRISCOLL, CLARK, ROTH,
SIMPKINS, ABRAMS, HAGER, ANDERSON, BISHOP, HARP,

PHILLIPS, MENAHAN, MCCORMICK, SMITH, PAVLOVICH,

WALLIN, DAILY, HARRINGTON, LYNCH, O'KEEFE,
GILBERT, BOYLAN, SWYSGOOD, D. BROWN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE T0 ISSUE NEW NUMBER PLATES FOR MOTOR

VEHICLES BEGINMNING JANUARY 1, 199% 13%8 1991; REQUIRING

ISSUANCE OF NEW NUMBER PLATES IN 1994 1995; PROVIDING A FEE

FOR ISSUANCE OF NEW NUMBER PLATES; EXTENDING UNTIL JULY 1,

1996, THE VALIDITY OF COMMEMORATIVE CENTENKIAL LICENSE

PLATES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-89-~302, 61-3-321, AND 61-3-332,

MCA, AND SECTION 5, CHAPTER 674, LAWS OF 1985; PROVIDING AN

APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN TIMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE,

ANB AN APPLICABILITY DATE, AND A TERMINATION DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-332. MNumber plates. (1) Every motor vehicle

which--shall-—-be that is driven upon the streets or highways

of this-state-shall Montana must display both front and rear

a number ptate plates, bearing the distinctive number

assigned swel the vehicle. Sueh The number prate-shatri-be
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plates are in eight series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or guadricycle type, one for trailers, one for
trucks, one for dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
guadricycle type whiech--shatt that bear the distinctive
letters "MCD" or the letters "MC" and the word "DEALER", one
for franchised dealers in new motorcars (including trucks
and trailers) or new and used motorcars (including trucks
and trallers} whieh-sha¥t that bear the distinctive letter
"D" or the word "DEALER", one for dealers in used motorcars
only (including wused trucks and trailers) which shat: that
bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter "U" and the
word "DEBLER", and one for dealers in trailers and/or
semitrailers {new or used) which--shatt that bear the
distinctive letters "“DTR" or the letters "TR" and the word
"DEALER". All sueh markings for the aforementioned kinds of
dealers' plates shaii must be placed on the number plates
assigned thereto in sweh the position thereon--as that the
department may-desigmake designates.

(2) All number plates for motor vehicles shatt must be
issued for a minimum period of 4 years, shat® bear a
distinctive marking, and shal® be furnished by the state.
In years when number plates are nob issued, the department
shall provide nonremovable stickers bearing appropriate

registration numbersy--whieh--shat} that must be affixed to

-2 HB 245
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the license plates in use.

{3} Subject to the provisions of this section, the

department shall:

(A} create a new design for number plates as provided

in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly designed

number plates for issuance after January 1, 1991 19%8 1991,

to ceplace, at renewal as reguired in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before

that date; AND

(B) SUBSEQUENTLY CREATE A NEW DESIGN FOR NUMBER PLATES

AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION, AND IT SHALL MANUFACTURE THOSE

PLATES FOR TSSUANCE AFTER JANUARY 1, 1994 1593, TO REPLACE,

AT RENEWAL AS REQUIRED IN 61-3-312 AND 61-3-314, NUMBER

PLATES THAT WERE DISPLAYED ON MOTOR VEHICLES UNDER THE

PROVISTONS OF SUBSECTION (3){(A).

t33(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates
shait mnmust be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in
length. The outline of the state of Montana shail must be
used as a distinctive border on such license plates, and the
word "Montana" with and the year shatit must be placed across
the plates. Such registration plates shaii must be treated
with a reflectorized background material according to
specifications prescribed by the department.

t43(5) The distinctive registration numbers shatl must

begin with a number one or with a letter-number combination,
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such as "A 1" or *AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combinaticn assigned to the vehicle shaii must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseliney;-and. the The county number shait must be separated
from the distinctive registration number by a separation
mark unless a letter—-number combination is used. The
dimensions of such numerals and letters shaii must be
determined by the department, previded-that and all county
and registration numbers shatt must be of egual height,

t5)(6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings herein provided, number plates
shati must have thereon the following distinctive markings:

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department
may designate the prefix number for the various state
departmentsy--and--att, All numbered plates issued to state
departments shati must bear the words "State Owned", and no
year number wiil may be indicated thereon as because these
numbered plates witi-be are of a permanent nature and will
be replaced by the department st-such-time only when the
physical conditien of numbered plates requires same it.

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, firrigation districts organized under the

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school

iy, HB 245
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districts and that are used and operated by cfficials and
employees thereof in line of duty as-suchy; and for vehicles
on loan from the United States government or the state of
Montana, to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and
cperated by officials and employees thereof in the line of
duty as-such, there shatt* must be placed on the number
plates assigned thereto, in sweh a positicn theresn-as that
the department may designate, the letter “X" or the word
"EXEMPT". Distinctive registration numbers for plates
assigned to motor vehicles of each of the <ounties in the
state and those of the municipalities and school districts
situated within each of sa+d the counties and those of the
irrigation districts whiteh that obtain plates within each
county shaiti must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively,

t6¥{7) On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles
of the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks
and tax-exempt trailers, there shait must appear the letter
"T" or the word "TRUCK" fer on plates assigned to trucks and
the 1letters “TR” or the word “TRAILER" fer on plates
assigned to trailers and housetrallers. The letters "MC" or
the word "CYCLE" shatt must appear for on plates assianed to
vehicles of the motorcycle or quadricycle type.

t73(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or gquadricycle type
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may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

t8y(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state aha¥t--be are assigned numbers as
follows; Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2: Yellowstone, 3:
Missoula, 4:; Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, &6; Flathead., 7;
fergus, 8; Powder River, 9; Carben, 10:; Phillips, 11l: Hill,
12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 1l4; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16:;
Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valiey, 20;
Toole, 21; RBRig Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24;
Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud,
29; Deer Lodge, 30; Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33;
Sheridan, 314; sSanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37;
Glacier, 38; Failon, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41;
Carter, 42; Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45;
Granite, 46; Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield,
50; Jefferson, 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral,
54; Petroleum, 55%; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties ahall must
be assigned numbers by the department as they may be formed,
beginning with the number 57."

Section 2. section 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-321. Registration fees of vehicles -

public-owned vehicles exempt from license or registration

-6- HB 245
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fees -- disposition of fees. (1} Registration or license
fees shatl must be paid upon registration or reregistration
of motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and
semitrailers, in accordance with this chapter, as follows:

(a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under
(other than motortrucks), §5;

(b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds {other
than motortrucks), $10;

(c} electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10;

{d) all motorcycles and guadricycles, $2;

{e) tractors and/or trucks, §10;

{f) buses shati-be are classed as motortrucks and
licensed accordingly;

(g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers of ali
weights, $2;

(h) trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000
pounds maximum gross loaded weight (except housetrailers),
85,

(i) trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight, $10;

{j) trailers used exclusively in the transportation of
logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas
well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and

secondhand, shati--pay-a-fee-of $15 annually, regardless of
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size or capacity.

(2) All rates ahati-——be are 25% higher for motor
vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers not eguipped with
pneumatic tires.

{3) "Tractor", as specified in this section, means any
motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a
trailer or semitrailer.

(4} 1If any mokor vehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or
semitrailer is originally registered 6 months after the time
of registration as set by law, the registration or license
fee for the remainder of the year shati-be is cne-half of
the regular fee.

(5) An additional fee of $3 per year for each
registracion of a vehicle shait must be collecred as a
regqistration fee. Revenue from tnis fee shail must be
forwarded by the respective county treasurers to the state
treasurer for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account
of the state special revenue fund.

(6) A FEE OF $2 FOR EACH SET OF NEW NUMBER PLATES MUST

BE CQLLECTED WHEN NUMBER PLATES  PROVIDED FOR  UNDER

61-3-332{3; ARE ISSUED. REVENUE FROM THIS FFF_MUST BE

DEPOSITED AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (5}.

¢6}¥(7) The provisions of this part with respect to the
payment of registration fees shall do not apply to er-be and

are not binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or

g HB 245
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semitrailers, or tractors owned or controlled by the United
States of America cor any state, county, or city.
£7+(8) The provisions of this section relating to the

payment of registration fees QR NEW NUMBER PLATE FEES do not

apply when number plates are transferred to a replacement
vehicle under 61-3-317, 61-3-332¢7%%, or 61-~3-335."
Section 3. section 2-89-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-89-302. (Temporary) Commemorative centennial
license plates. (l) MNotwithstanding the 4-year period
provided for in 61-3-332{2), the department of justice may
issue commemorative centennial license plates for a
different period if requested by the Montana statehood
centennial office, at prices to be agreed upon by the
department and the office as provided in 2-89-3013.

(2) Commemorative license plates may be:

{(a) ccllectoré' license plates, intended to be
collectors' items only, distinctively marked or colored.
Such plates may be designated as not valid for the purpose
of iicensing motor vehicles within the state; or

{b) special or limited duration license plates valid
for 1licensing motor vehicles in the state and carrying the
same general centennial design as regularly issued license
plates provided for in 2-89-301, except that they may differ

from such regular license plates by:

(i) color;
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{ii) use of a distinctive series of registration
numbers or special prefixes or suffixes for the
registration numbers; and

(1ii) by other details not distracting from legibility
or recognition of the license plate.

(3} (a) The proceeds from the sale of commemorative
license plates, after payment of the agreed price to the
department, must be used for centennial activities of the
office as provided in part 1 of this chapter.

{b) A county shall assess an additional fee of $3 for
each set of commemorative centennial license plates {3sued
in the county to defray the costs incurred by the county
treasurer. The county treasurer shall collect the fee and
deposit the money in the county general fund.

{c) The 1issuance of commemorative license plates must
be made at no direct cost to the state.

(4) Commemorative license plates that are valid for
licensing a motor vehicle must carry the assigned county
number, as established in 61-3-332¢8%, either within the
registration numbers or by means of an affixed noaremovable
sticker bearing the appropriate county designation and used
in accordance with instructions by the department.

(Terminates July 1, 1991--sec. 5, Ch. 674, L. 1985.}"

SECTVION 4. sSecTION 5, CHAPTER 674, LAWS OF 1985, 1§

AMENDED TO READ:

-10- HB 245
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"Section 5. Termination date. This act terminates July
1, 399% 1996."

NEW SECTION, Section 5. Extension of authority. Any
existing auvthority toc make rules on the subject of the
provisions of [this act)] is extended to the provisions of

[this act]).

NEW SECTION. SECTION 6. APPROPRIATION. (1) THE

FOLLOWING APPROPRIATION IS MADE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF

INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF IMPLEMENTING [THIS ACT]:

FY 1990 FY 1991

EXPENDITURES :
PERSONAL SERVICES $ 11,957 $ 5,777
OPERATING EXPENSES 1,799,883 325,289
TOTAL $1,B11,440 $331,066

{2) THE FOLLOWING APPROPRIATION IS MADE TO THE

DEPARTMENT QF JUSTICE FOR THE PURPOSE OF IMPLEMENTING [THIS

ACT]: N $71,400
FUNDING:

GENERAL FUND 51,811,440 s .0

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCOUNT ] 337866

402,466

TOTAL $1,811,440 9331066

$402,466

£23¥(3) ANY UNEXPENDED FUNDS AT THE END OF FISCAL YEAR

~1l1l- HB 245

HB 0245/03
1990 ARE REAPPROPRIATED FOR FISCAL YEAR 1991.
NEW SECTION. SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. - [THIS ACT]
IS EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL.
KEW SECTION. SECTION B. APPLICABILITY. [THIS__ ACT]

APPLIES TO REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND DISPLAY OF

LICENSE PLATES ISSUED AFTER DECEMBER 31, 198% 193%0.

~End-

-12- HB 245



GOVERNOR'S AMENDMENTS
TO HOUSE BILL 245
(REFERENCE COPY)

April 12, 1989

Title, line 10.
Following: "1991;"

Strike: "REQUIRING"

Title, line 11.
Strike: "ISSUANCE OF NEW NUMBER PLATES IN 1995;"

Page 3, line 9.
Following: '"that date"
Strike: "; AND"
Insert: ".”

Page 3, lines 10 through 15.
Strike: 1lines 10 through 15 in their entirety.

-END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 245

INTRODUCED BY QUILICI, DRISCOLL, CLARK, ROTH,
SIMPKINS, ABRAMS, HAGER, ANDERSON, BISHOP, HARP,

PHILLIPS, MENAHAN, MCCORMICK, SMITH, PAVLOVICH,

WALLIN, DAILY, HARRINGTON, LYNCH, O'KEEFE,
GILBERT, BOYLAN, SWYSGOOD, D. BROWN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO ISSUE NEW NUMBER PLATES FOR MOTOR

VEHICLES BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 199% 1998 1991; REQUIRING

ISSUANEE--OP-NEW-NUMBER-PLATES~EN 1994 1995; PROVIDING A FEE

FOR ISSUANCE OF NEW NUMBER PLATES; EXTENDING UNTIL JULY 1,

1996, THE VALIDITY OF COMMEMORATIVE CENTENNIAL LICENSE

PLATES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-89-302, 61-3-321, AND 61-3-332,

MCA, AND SECTION 5, CHAPTER 674, LAWS OF 19B5; PROVIDING AN

APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE,

ANDP AN APPLICABILITY DATE, AND A TERMINATION DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE QF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-332. Number plates. (1) Every motor vehicle

which--shait--be that is driven upon the streets ar highways

of this-state-shall Montana must display both front and rear

a number piate plates, bearing the distinctive number

assigned such the vehicle. Such The number piate-shati-be
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plates are in eight series: one series for owners of
motorcars, one for owners of motor vehicles of the
motorcycle or guadricycle type, one for trailers, cone for
trucks, one Efor dealers in vehicles of the motorcycle or
quadricycle type whieh--shait that bear the distinctive
letters "MCD" or the letters “MC" and the word "DEALER", one
for franchised dealers in new motorcars (including trucks
and trailers) or new and used mnotorcars (including trucks
and trailers) which-shai} that bear the distinctive letter
"D" or the word "DEALER", one for dealers in used motorcars
only (including used trucks and trailers) which-shaii that
bear the distinctive letters "UD" or the letter "U" and the
word "DEALER", and one for dealers in trailers and/or
semitrailers (new or used) which--shailt that bear the
distinctive letters “DTR" or the letters "TR” and the word
"DEALER". All such markings for the aforementicned kinds of
dealers' plates shatt must be placed on the number plates
assigned thereto in sueh the position theresn--as that the
department may-designate designates.

{2} All number plates for motor vehicles shaii must be
issued for a nmnminimum period of 4 years, shaii bear a
distinctive marking, and sha*} be furnished by the state.
In years when number plates are not issued, the department
shall provide nonremcvable stickers bearing appropriate
registration numbersy--which--shaii that must be affixed to

—2- HB 24%
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the license plates in use.

{3) Subject to the provisions o©of this section, the

department shalls

tA} create a new design for number plates as provided

in this section, and it shall manufacture the newly designed

number plates for issuance after January 1, 19%% 19%6 1991,

to replace, at renewal as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314,

number plates that were displayed on motor vehicles before

that dater-ANB.

tBy--SHBSEQUENTEX-~EREATE-A-NEW-DESIGN-POR-NUMBER-PBATES

AS-PROVIDED-IN-¥HIS-S5ECTION; -AND-IP-SHALL-MANUPAEYHRE--FHOSE

PEARES - -POR-ISSUANEE-APTER-FANHARY-1; 1994 13957 -¥O-REPLACE;

AP-RENEWAEL-AS-REQUIRED—-IN--63-3-332--AND--61-3-314;--NUMBER

PLATES - ~-PHA?--WERE--BISPOAYEB— -6N--MOPOR--VEHICHES-UNBER-THE

PROVISIONS-OF-SUBSEBEPION-{3}{A}~

$+3¥(4) In the case of motorcars and trucks, plates
shail must be of metal & inches wide and 12 inches in
length. The outline of the state of Montana shait must be
used as a distinctive border on such license plates, and the
word "Montana" with and the year shai® must be placed across
the plates. Such registration plates shal} must be treated
with a reflectorized background material according to
specifications prescribed by the department,

£43(5) The distinctive registration numbers shati must

begin with a number one or with a letter-number combination,

-3- HB 245

10
il
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0245/04

such as "A 1" or "AA 1", or any other similar combination of
letters and numbers. The distinctive registration number or
letter-number combination assigned to the vehicle shaii must
appear on the plate preceded by the number of the county and
appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseliner-and. the The county number shat} must be separated
from the distinctive registration number by a separation
mark unless a letter-number combination is used. The
dimensions of such numerals and letters shatl must be
determined by the department, previded-that and all county
and registration numbers shail must be of equal height.

¢5¥({6) For the use of tax-exempt motor vehicles, in
addition to the markings herein provided, number plates
shat} must have thereon the following distinctive markingé:

{a) For vehicles owned by the state, the department
may designate the prefix number for the wvarious state
departmentsy--and--att. All numbered plates issued to state
departments shati must bear the words "State Owned", and no
year number wii may be indicated thereon as because these
numbered plates witi-be are of a permanent nature and will
be replaced by the department at-such-time only when the
physical condition of numbered plates requires same it.

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counties,
municipalities, irrigation districts organized under the

laws of Montana and not operating for profit, and school
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districts and that are used and operated by officials and
employees thereof in line of duty as-sweh;y; and for vehicles
on loan from the United States government or the state of
Montana, to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used and
operated by officials and employees thereof in the line of
duty as-such, there shai} must be placed on the number
plates assigned thereto, in suech a position thereen-as that
the department may designate, the letter "X" or the word
"EXEMPT" . Distinctive registration numbers for plates
assigned to motor vehicles of each of the counties in the
state and those of the municipalities and school districts
situated within each of said the counties and those of the
irrigation districts whieh that obtain plates within each
county shati must begin with number one and be numbered
consecutively.

+63(7) ©On all number plates assigned to motor vehicles
of the truck and trailer type, other than tax-exempt trucks
and tax-exempt trailers, there shall must appear the letter
"T* or the word "TRUCK" fer on plates assigned to trucks and
the letters "TR" or the word "TRAILER" £eor on plates
assigned to trailers and housetrailers. The letters “MC" or
the word "CYCLE" shat® must appear feo¢ on plates assigned to
vehicles of the motorcycle or quadricycle type.

+73(8) Number plates issued to a passenger car, truck,

trailer, or vehicle of the motorcycle or guadricycle type

~-5- HB 245

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0245/04

may be transferred only to a replacement passenger car,
truck, trailer, or motorcycle- or quadricycle-type vehicle.
No registration or license fee may be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.
t8¥(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several
counties of the state shat¥--be are assigned numbers as
Eollows: Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2; Yellowstone, 3;
Missoula, 4; Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6; Flathead, 7;
Ferqus, 8; Powder River, 9; Carbon, 1i0; Phillips, 1l1l; Hill,
12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16;
Roosevelt, 17; Beaverhead, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20;
Toole, 21; Big Horn, 22; Musselshell, 23; Blaine, 24;
Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; Richland, 27; Powell, 28; Rosebud,
29; Deer Lodge, 30: Teton, 31; Stillwater, 32; Treasure, 33;
Sheridan, 34; Sanders, 39%; Judith Basin, 36; Daniels, 37;
Glacier, 38; Fallen, 39; Sweet Grass, 40; McCone, 41;
Carter, 42; Broadwater, 43; Wheatland, 4¢; Prairie, 45;

Granite, 46; Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield,
50:; Jeffersen, 51; Wibaux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mineral,
54; Petroleum, 55; Lincoln, 56. Any new counties shai} must
be assigned numbers by the department as they may be formed,
beginning with the number 57."
section 2. Section 61-3-321, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-321. Registraticen fees of

vehicles --

public-owned vehicles exempt from license or registrationm

-6- HB 245
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fees —— disposition of fees. (1) Registration or Llicense
fees shai} must be paid upon registration or reregistration
of motor vehicles, trailers, housetrailers, and
semitrailers, in accordance with this chapter, as follows:

(a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under
(other than motortrucks), $5;

{b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 pounds (other
than motortrucks), §$10;

{c) electrically driven passenger vehicles, $10;

(d) all motorcycles and quadricycles, $2;

(e) tractors and/or trucks, $10;

(E) buses shaii-be are classed as motortrucks and
licensed accordingly;

{g) trailers and semitrailers less than 2,500 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight and housetrailers of all
weights, $2:;

{h) trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000
pounds maximum gross loaded weight (except housetrailers),
$5;

{i} trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds
maximum gross loaded weight, $10;

{j) trailers used exclusively in the transportation of
logs in the forest or in the transportation of oil and gas
well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and

secondhand, shaii--pay-a-fee-of $15 annually, regardless of
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Size or capacity.

{2) BAll rates shati--be are 25% higher for motor
vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers not equipped with
pneumatic tires.

(3} "Tractor", as specified in this section, means any
motor vehicle except passenger cars used for towing a
trailer or semitrailer.

(4) If any motor wvehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or
semitrailer 1s originally registered 6 months after the time
of registration as set by law, the registration or license
fee for the remainder of the year shail-ke is one-half of
the regular fee.

{5) An additional fee of $31 per year for each
registration of a vehicle shait must be collected as a
registration fee. Revenue from this fee shatt must be
forwarded by the respective county treasurers to the state
treasurer for deposit in the motor vehicle recording account
of the state special revenue fund.

(6) A FEE QF $2 FOR EACH SET OF NEW NUMBER PLATES MUST

BE COLLECTED WHEN NUMBER PLATES PROVIDED FOR  UNDER

61-3-332(3) ARE ISSUED. REVENUE FROM THIS FEE MUST BE

DEPOSITED AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (5]).

t6¥(7) The provisions of this part with respect to the
payment of registration fees shaii do not apply tc er-be and

are not binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or
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gemitrailers, or tractors owned or controlled by the United
States of America or any state, county, or city.
+73(8) The provisions of this section relating to the

payment of registration fees OR NEW NUMBER PLATE FEES do not

apply when number plates are transferred to a replacement
vehicle under 61~3-317, 61-3-332¢#¥, or 61-3-335."

Section 3, Section 2-89-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-89-302, (Temporary) Commemorative centennial
license platea. (1) Notwithstanding the 4-year pericd
provided for in 61-3-332(2), the department of justice may
issue commemorative centennial 1license plates for a
different period if requested by the Montana statehood
centennial office, at prices to be agreed upon by the
department and the office as provided in 2-89-1303.

(2) Commemorative license plates may be:

{a) collectors' license plates, intended to be
collectors' items only, distinctively marked or colored.
Such plates may be designated as not valid for the purpose
of licensing moteor vehicles within the state; or

{b) special or limited duration license plates valid
for 1licensing motor vehicles in the state and carrying the
same general centennial design as reqularly issued license
plates provided for in 2-89-301, except that they may differ
from such regular license plates by:

{i) color;
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{ii) use of a distinctive series of registration
numbers or special prefixes or suffixes for the
registration numbers; and

{iil) by other details not distracting from legibility
of recognition of the license plate.

{3} (a) The proceeds from the sale of commemorative
license plates, after payment of the agreed price to the
department, must be used for centennial activities of the
office as provided in part 1 of this chapter.

{b) A county shall assess an additional fee of $3 for
each set of commemorative centennial license plates issued
in the county to defray the costs incurred by the county
treasurer. The county treasurer shall collect the fee and
deposit the money in the county general fund.

(c) The issuance of commemorative license plates must
be made at no direct cost to the state.

(4) Commemorative license plates that are wvalid for
licensing a motor vehicle must carry the assigned county
number, as established in 61-3-332¢B}, either within the
registration numbers or by means of an affixed nonremovable
sticker bearing the appropriate county designation and used
in accordance with instructions by the department.
(Terminates July 1, 1991--sec. 5, Ch. 674, L. 1985.)"

SECTION 4. SECTION S, CHAPTER 674, LAWS OF 1985, IS

AMENDED TO READ:
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"Section 5. Termination date. This act terminates July
1, 991 1996."

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extensicn of authority. Any
existing authority to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of {this act] is extended to the provisions of
[this act].

NEW SECTICN. SECTION 6. APPROPRIATION. (1) THE

FOLLOWING APPROPRIATION IS MADE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF

INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF IMPLEMENTING [THIS ACT]:

FY 1990 FY 1991

EXPENDITURES :
PERSONAL SERVICES $ 11,557 $ 5,771
OPERATING EXPENSES 1,799,883 325,289
TOTAL $1,811,440 $331,066

{2} THE FOLLOWING APPROPRIATION IS MADE TO THE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FOR THE PURPOSE QF IMPLEMENTING [THIS

ACT]: $71,400
FUNDING:

GENERAL FUND $1,811,440 $ 0

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCOQUNT 0 331,866

402,466

TOTAL $1,811,440 $3317866

$402, 4646

£2¥(3) ANY UNEXPENDED FUNDS AT THE END OF FISCAL YEAR
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1990 ARE REAPPROPRIATED FOR FISCAL YEAR 1991,

NEW SECTION. SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE,  [THIS ACT]
IS EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL.

MEW SECTION. SECTION 8. APPLICABILITY. [THIS _ ACT)

APPLIES TO REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND DISPLAY OF

LICENSE PLATES ISSUED AFTER DECEMBER 31, 1989 1990,

-End-

-12- HB 245



