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INTRODUCED BY SIMPKINS, THAYER 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE 
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IN THE HOUSE 
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FIRST READING. 
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SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 
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FIRST READING. 
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CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 
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THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
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RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 
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B'l REQUEST OF THERAPY PRACTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING AN 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT 

TO BE CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

CERTIFICATION BOARD FOR ORIGINAL LICENSURE OR LICENSURE BY 

RECIPROCITY; PERMITTING THE BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

PRACTICE TO APPLY SANCTIONS FOR UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AS 

DEFINED BY RULE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-24-104, 37-24-302, 

37-24-303, 37-24-305, AND 37-24-309, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-24-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

•]7-24-104. Exemptions. Nothing in this chapter 

prevents or restricts the practice, services, or activities 

of: 

(l) a person licensed in this state under any other 

law 0[ certified or registered as a member of an 

occupational or professional group other than occupational 

therapy from engaging in the profession or occupation for 

which he is licensed, certified, or registered; 

(2) a person who provides treatment, teaches living 

skills, designs orthotic or prosthetic devices, administers 
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tests, or engages in other activities described in 37-24-103 

but does not represent himself as an occupational therapist; 

(3) a person employed as an occupational therapist or 

occupational therapy assistant by an institution or agency 

of the federal government; 

(4} a person pursuing a supervised course of study 

leading to a degree or certificate in occupational therapy 

at an accredited institution 0[ under an approved 

educational program if the person is designated by a title 

that clearly indicates his status as a student or trainee; 

( 5) a person fulfilling the supervised fieldwork 

experience requirements of 37-24-303 if the experience 

constitutes a part of the experience necessary to meet the 

requirements of that section; 

(6) a person performing occupational therapy services 

in the state if these services are performed for no more 

than 10 days in a calendar year in association with an 

occupational therapist licensed under this chapter, provided 

that: 

(a) the person is licensed under the law of another 

state that has licensure requirements at least as stringent 

as the requirements of this chapter; or 

{b) the person meets the requirements fo' 

certification as an occupational therapist registered (OTR) 

or a certified occupational therapy assistant (COTA), 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
1113 ~'1 
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established by the American occupational therapy assoeia~ioft 

certification board (AOTCB); or 

(7) a person employed as an occupational therapy 

aide.'' 

Section 2. Section 37-24-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-302. Application. An applicant applying for 

licensure as an occupational therapist or as an occupational 

therapy assistant shall file a written application on forms 

prescribed by the board, showing that the applicant meets 

the requirements of 37-24-303(l)(a) and--t±ttbt through 

J...U.J.El· .. 

Section 3. Section 37-24-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-303. Requirements for licensure. (1} To be 

eligible for licensure by the board as an occupational 

therapist or an 

applicant shall: 

occupational therapy assistant, the 

(a) present evidence of having successfully completed 

the academic requirements of an educational program 

recognized by the board for the license sought; 

(b) submit evidence of having successfully completed a 

period of supervised fieldwork experience arranged by the 

recognized educational institution where he completed the 

academic requirements or by 

professional association; and 

a nationally recognized 

IE> submit evidence of having been certified by the 

-3-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0511/01 

American occupational therapy certification board (AOTCB); 

and 

tetJ.<!l pass 

37-24-304. 

an examination as provided for in 

(2) The supervised fieldwork experience requirement 

for an occupational therapist is a minimum of 6 months. The 

supervised fieldwork experience requirement for an 

occupational therapy assistant is a minimum of 2 months.•• 

Section 4. Section 37-24-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-305. 

board may 

Waiver of requirements for licensure. ( l) 

The waive the examination, education, or 

experience requirements and grant a license to an applicant 

who presents proof of current licensure as an occupational 

therapist or occupational therapy assistant in another 

state, the District of Columbia, or a territory of the 

United States which requires standards for licensure that 

the board considers equivalent 

licensure under this chapter. 

to the requirements for 

(2) The board may waive the examination, education, or 

experience requirements and grant a license to a person 

certified by the American occupational therapy e~soeiation 

tA9'l'At certification board (A01'CB) as a certified 

occupational therapy assistant (COTA) or an occupational 

therapist registered (OTR) after October 1, 1985,-if-the 

bee~d---dete~mi"es---~hat---tne---reqtlir~me~t~---£or----s~en 

-4-
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eert%Eie8eion---a~e---eqttiYaiene--te--the--req~irements--~er 

iieens~re-ttnder-th±s-ehapter. 

(3) Occupational therapists and occupational therapy 

assistants trained in a foreign country must satisfy the 

examination requirements of 37-24-304. The board shall 

require foreign-trained applicants, before examination, to 

furnish proof of educational and supervised fieldwork 

requirements substantially equal to those required by 

37-24-303. 

(4) The board may waive the educational requirements 

and license an applicant as an occupational therapist if the 

applicant has practiced as an occupational therapy assistant 

for 4 years, has completed the experience requirement before 

January 1, 1988, and has passed the examination for 

occupational therapists. 11 

Section 5. Section 37-24-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-309. Denial, suspension, or revocation of 

license. (1) The board may refuse to issue or renew a 

license or may revoke or suspend the license of any licensee 

20 or applicant if he has: 

21 (a) obtained a license by means of fraud, 

22 misrepresentation, or concealment of material facts; 

23 (b) vio±ated-etftieal-standare~-of-praetiee-es~ablished 

24 pursua~t-to-this-ehapter been found guilty of unprofessional 

25 conduct as defined by rules adopted by the board; 
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{C) been convicted of a crime considered sufficient 

under 37-l-203 to warrant denial, revocation, or suspension 

of the license; 

(d) violated any lawful order or rule of the board; or 

(e) violated any provision of this chapter. 

(2) Denial, suspension, or revocation of a license is 

permissible only after a hearing and procedures that comply 

with all applicable requirements of the Montana 

Administrative Procedure Act. 

(3) One year after the denial, suspension, or 

revocation of a license, a person may apply for 

reinstatement and licensure. The board may in its discretion 

require an examination for reinstatement." 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on 

provisions of [this act) is extended to 

[this act). 

-End-

-6-

the subject of the 

the provisions of 
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON BUSINESS 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

10.~3f 
INTRODUCED BY d./1?}?:D?t'-',:rt;f4t'"(::/VJ 

BY REQUEST OF THERAPY PRACTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING AN 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT 

TO BE CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

CERTIFICATION BOARD FOR ORIGINAL LICENSURE OR LICENSURE BY 

RECIPROCITY; PERMITTING THE BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

PRACTICE TO APPLY SANCTIONS FOR UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AS 

DEFINED BY RULE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-24-104, 37-24-302, 

37-24-303, 37-24-305, AND 37-24-309, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-24-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-104. Exemptions. Nothing in this chapter 

prevents or restricts the practice, services, or activities 

of: 

(1) a person licensed in this state under any other 

law or certified or registered as a member of an 

occupational or professional group other than occupational 

therapy from engaging in the profession or occupation for 

which he is licensed, certified, or registered: 

(2) a person who provides treatment, teaches living 

skills, designs orthotic or prosthetic devices, administers 

~n• '""'"•"•• Counci< 
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tests, or engages in other activities described in 37-24-103 

but does not represent himself as an occupational therapist; 

(3) a person employed as an occupdtiotlal therapist or 

occupational therapy assistant by an institution ur agency 

of the federal government; 

( 4 J a person pursuing a supervised course of study 

leading to a degree or certificate in occupational therapy 

at an accredited institution or under an approved 

educational program if the person is designated by a title 

that clearly indicates his status as a student or tratnee; 

( 5 J a person fulfilling the supervised fieldwork 

experience requirements of 37-24-303 if the exper1ence 

constitutes a part of the experience necessary to meet the 

requirements of that section: 

(6) a person performing occupational therapy serv1ce~ 

in the state if these services are performed for no mure 

than 10 days in a calendar year in association with an 

occupational therapist licensed under this chapter, provided 

that: 

(a) the person is licensed under the law of another 

state that has licensure requirements at least as stringent 

as the requirements of this chapter; or 

(b) the person meets the requirements for 

certification as an occupational therapist registered (OTR) 

a certified occupational therapy assistant (COTA), or 

-2- SECOND READING 
/II!> J.Yf 
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establish@d by the American occupational therapy aesoeietion 

certification board (AOTCB); or 

(7) a person employed as an occupational therapy 

aide.'' 

Section 2. Section 37-24-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-302. Application. An applicant applying for 

licensure as an occupational therapist or as an occupational 

therapy assistant shall file a written application on forms 

prescribed by the board, showing that the applicant meets 

the requirements of 37-24-303(l)(a) a~d--fltfbt through 

l!llil.·" 

Section 3. Section 37-24-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-303. Requirements for licensure. (1) To be 

eligible for licensure by the board as an occupational 

therapist or an occupational therapy assistant, the 

applicant shall: 

(a) present evidence of having successfully completed 

the academic requirements of an educational program 

recognized by the board for the license sought; 

{b) submit evidence of having successfully completed a 

period of supervised fieldwork experience arranged by the 

recognized educational institution where he completed the 

academic requirements or by 

professional association; a~d 

a nationally recognized 

_t~subrnit eyidence of having ~een ~~~_tif_~~~_b_y -~~~ 
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American occupational therapy certification board (AOTCBl; 

and 

tc::till pass 

37-24-304. 

an examination as provided for ln 

(2) The supervised fieldwork experience requ1rement 

for an occupational therapist is a minimum of 6 months. The 

supervised fieldwork experience requirement for an 

occupational therapy assistant is a minimum of 2 monttls." 

Section 4. Section 37-24-305, MCA, is amended to 'edd: 

"37-24-305. Waiver of requirements for licensure. (~) 

The board may waive the examination, educat:ion, or 

experience requirements and grant a license to an apt); ic~nt 

who presents proof of current licensure as an occupational 

therapist or occupational therapy assistant in a:10ther 

state, the District of Columbia, or a territory of the 

United States which requires standards for licensure that 

the board considers equivalent to the req~ireme~ts for 

licensure under this chapter. 

(2) The board may waive the examination, educat1on, or 

experience requirements and grant a license to a person 

certified by the American occupational t-.herapy a~~(")e~6tion 

fA9'1'At certification board (AqTCBt as a certified 

occupational therapy assistant (COTA) or an occupd~:onal 

therapist registered [OTR) after October 1, l985y -if-the 

bo~rd---d~termine~---thBt---the---reqHtr~men~~---fe~----~tleh 

-4-
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e~r~~fi~8~±~~---er~---equ±valen~--~o--the--requ±remen~s -~or 

lic~n~ure-tlnder-thi~-ehapter. 

(3) Occupational therapists and occupational therdpy 

assistants trained in a foreign country must satisfy the 

examination requirements of 37-24-304. The board shall 

require foreign-trained applicants, before examination, to 

furnish proof of educational and supervised fieldwork 

requirements 

37-24-303. 

substantially equal to those required by 

(4) The board may waive the educational requirements 

and license an applicant as an occupational therapist if the 

applicant has practiced as an occupational therapy assistant 

for 4 years, has completed the experience requirement before 

January 1, 1988, and has passed the examination for 

occupational therapists.•• 

Section 5. Section 37-24-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-309. Denial, suspension, or revocation of 

license. (l) The board may refuse to issue or renew a 

19 license or may revoke or suspend the license of any licensee 

20 or applicant if he has: 

21 (a) obtained a license by means of fraud, 

22 misrepresentation, or concealment of material facts; 

23 (b) viola~~d-e~hieai-~tandard~-o£-praetiee-e~tabi±~hed 

24 p~rsHa~t-to-thi~-ehapter been found guilty of unprof~ssional 

25 conduct as defined by rules adopted by the board; 
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(c) been convicted of a crime considered sufficietll 

under 37-l-203 to warrant denial, revocation, or suspensio11 

of the license; 

(d) violated any lawful order or rule oE the board; or 

(e) violated any provision of this chapt~r. 

(2} Denial, suspension, or revocation of a license is 

permissible only after a hearing and procedures that comply 

with all applicable requ1rements cf the Montana 

Administrative Procedure Act. 

(3) One year after the denial, SllsperlSL~rl, 0r 

revocation of a license, a person may a~~Ly fur 

reinstatement and licensure. The board may in its discre~i0rl 

require an examination for reinstatement.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Ex tens ion of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of thP 

provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

-End-

-6-
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INTRODUCED BY ..:Zc"Zf<''P4f,Z,r4'4/'(1L"'J 
BY REQUEST OF THERAPY PRACTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING AN 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT 

TO BE CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

CERTIFICATION BOARD FOR ORIGINAL LICENSURE OR LICENSURE BY 

RECIPROCITY; PERMITTING THE BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

PRACTICE TO APPLY SANCTIONS FOR UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AS 

DEFINED BY RULE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-24-104, 37-24-302, 

37-24-303, 37-24-305, AND 37-24-309, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-24-104, MCA, is amended to read; 

"37-24-104. Exemptions. Nothing in this chapter 

prevents or restricts the practice, services, or activities 

of: 

{1) a person licensed in this state under any other 

law or certified or registered as a member of an 

occupational or professional group other than occupational 

therapy from engaging in the profession or occupation for 

which he is licensed, certified, or registered; 

(2) a person who provides treatment, teaches living 

skills, designs orthotic or prosthetic devices, administers 

~• "•""''"' coun<H 
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tests, or engages in other activities described in 37-24-103 

but does not represent him~clf as an occupational therapist; 

(3) a person employed as an occupational therapist or 

occupational therapy assistant by an institution or agency 

of the federal government; 

(4) a person pursuing a supervised course of study 

leading to a degree or certificate in occupational therapy 

at an accredited institution or under an approved 

educational program if the person is designated by a title 

that clearly indicates his status as a student or trainee; 

(5) a person fulfilling the supervised fieldwork 

experience requirements of 37-24-303 if the experience 

constitutes a part of the experience necessary to meet the 

requirements of that section; 

(6) a person performing occupational therapy services 

in the state if these services are performed for no more 

than 10 days in a calendar year in association with an 

occupational therapist licensed under this chapter, provided 

that: 

(a) the person is licensed under the law of another 

state that has licensure requirements at least as stringent 

as the requirements of this chapter: or 

(b) the person meets the requirements for 

certification as an occt1pational therapist registered (OTR) 

or a certified occupJ.tional therapy assistant {COTA), 

-2-
THIRD READING 

-H6;>.39 
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established by the American occupational therapy associa~ion 

certification board (AOTCB); or 

(7) a person employed as an occupational therapy 

aide.'' 

Section 2. Section 37-24-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-302. Application. An applicant applying for 

licensure as an occupational therapist or as an occupational 

therapy assistant shall file a written application on forms 

prescribed by the board, showing that the applicant meets 

the requirements of 37-24-303(l)(a) 8nrl--tlttbt through 

1..!l..i.£1• II 

Section 3. Section 37-24-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

•JJ-24-303. Requirements for licensure. 11) To be 

eligible for licensure by the board as an occupational 

therapist or an occupational therapy assistant, the 

applicant shall: 

(a) present evidence of having successfully completed 

the academic requirements of an educational prog["am 

recog11ized by the board for the license sought; 

(b) submit evidence of having successfully completed a 

period of supervised fieldwork experience arranged by the 

recognized educational institution where he completed the 

academic requirements or by 

professional association; and 

a nationally recognized 

Jt:_Lsubmit evidence of having__be_~-~--E;~rt i r ~~~~--~the 
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American occupational therapy certification board {AOTCB); 

and 

tetill pass 

37-24-304. 

an examination as provided for in 

(2) The supervised fieldwork experience requi~ement 

for an occupational therapist is a minimum of 6 months. The 

supervised fieldwork experience requirement Ear an 

occupational therapy assistant is a minimum of 2 months.~~ 

Section 4. Section 37-24-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-305. Waiver of requirements foe licensure. (1) 

The board may waive the examination, education, or 

experience requirements and grant a license to an applicant 

who presents proof of current licensure as an occupational 

therapist or occupational therapy assistant in another 

state, the District of Columbia, or a territory of the 

United States which requires standards for licensure that 

the board considers equivalent to the requirements for 

licensure under this chapter. 

(2) The board may waive the examination, education, or 

experience requirements and grant a license to a person 

certified by the American occupational therapy a~~oe+etion 

tAe'I'At certification board IAOTCB) as a certified 

occupational therapy assistant (COTA) or an occupational 

therapist registered (OTR) after October 1, 1985 7 -tf-the 

board---dete~mifte~---that---the---reqtli~ement~---for----~tleh 

-4-
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eert±Eieation---are---eqn±valent--to--the--reqtt±rements--for 

iieen~~re-~nder-tftis-ehapter. 

(3) Occupational therapists and occupational therapy 

assistants trained in a foreign country must satisfy the 

examination requirements of 37-24-304. The board shall 

require foreign-trained applicants, before examination, to 

furnish proof of educational and supervised fieldwork 

requirements substantially equal to those required by 

37-24-303. 

(4} The board may waive the educational requirements 

and license an applicant as an occupational therapist if the 

applicant has practiced as an occupational therapy assistant 

for 4 years, has completed the experience requirement before 

January 1, 1988, and has passed the examinar_ion for 

occupational therapists." 

Section 5. Section 37-24-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

w37-24-309. Denial, suspension, or revocation of 

1 icense. ( 1) The board may refuse to issue or renew a 

19 license or may revoke or suspend the license of any licensee 

20 or applicant if he has: 

21 (a) obtained a license by means of fraud, 

22 misrepresentation, or concealment of material facts; 

23 (b) ~io~ated-~th±cal-~tandard~-or-praet~ee-e~tab~±shed 

24 pttrsttont-to-th±~~ehapeer been found guilty of unprofessional 

25 cond~,!._ d!j defined by rules adopted by the board; 
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(e) been convicted of a crime considered sufficient 

under 37-1-203 to warrant denial, revocation, or S11spension 

of the license; 

(d) violated any lawful order or rule of the boardi or 

(e) violated any provision of this chapter. 

(2) Denial, suspension, or revocation of a license is 

permissible only after a hearing and procedures that comply 

with all applicable requirements of the Montana 

Administrative Procedure Act. 

(3) One year after the denial, suspension, or 

revocation of a license, a person may apply for 

reinstatement and licensure. The board may in its discretion 

require an examination -for reinstatement." 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the stibject of the 

provisions of [this actl is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

-End-

-6-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 239 

INTRODUCED BY SIMPKINS, THAYER 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING AN 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT 

TO BE CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

CERTIFICATION BOARD FOR ORIGINAL LICENSURE OR LICENSURE BY 

RECIPROCITY; PERMITTING THE BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

PRACTICE TO APPLY SANCTIONS FOR UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AS 

DEFINED BY RULE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-24-104, 37-24-302, 

37-24-303, 37-24-305, AND 37-24-309, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-24-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-104. Exemptions. Nothing in this chapter 

prevents o~ restricts the practice, services, or activities 

of: 

(1) a person licensed in this state under any other 

law or certified or registered as a member of an 

occupational or professional group other than occupational 

therapy from engaging in the profession or occupation for 

which he is licensed, certified, or registered; 

(2) a person who provides treatment, teaches living 

skills, designs orthotic or prosthetic devices, administers 
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tests, or engages in other activities described in 37-24-103 

but does not represent himself as an occupdtional therapist; 

(3) a person employed as an occupational therapist or 

occupational therapy assistant by an institution or agency 

of the federal government; 

(4) a person pursuing a supervised course of study 

leading to a degree or certificate in occupational therapy 

at an accredited institution or under an approved 

educational program if the person is designated by a title 

that clearly indicates his status as a student or trainee; 

(5) a person fulfilling the supervised fieldwork 

experience requirements of 37-24-303 if the experience 

constitutes a part of the experience necessary to meet the 

requirements of that section; 

(6) a person performing occupational therapy services 

in the state if these services are performed for no more 

than 10 days in a calendar year in association with an 

occupational therapist licensed under this chapter, provided 

that: 

{a) the person is licensed under the law of another 

state that has licensure requirements at least as stringent 

as the requirements of this chapter; or 

(b) the person meets the requirements for 

certification as an occupational therapist registered (OTR) 

or a certified occupational therapy assistant {COTA}, 
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established by the American occupational therapy assoei8t~on 

certification board (AOTCB); or 

(7} a person employed as an occupational therapy 

aide." 

Section 2. Section 37-24-302, MCA, is amended to read, 

"37-24-302. Application. An applicant applying for 

licensure as an occupational therapist or as an occupational 

therapy assistant shall file a written application on forms 

prescribed by the board, showing that the applicant meets 

the requirements of 37-24-JOJ(l)(a) a~d--tlttbt through 

J....!.l...!.El• II 

Section 3. Section 37-24-303, MCA, is amended to read< 

•37-24-303. Requirements for licensure. {1) To be 

eligible for licensure by the board as an occupational 

therapist or an occupational therapy assistant, the 

applicant shall: 

the 

(a) present evidence of having successfully 

academic requirements of an educational 

recognized by the board for the license ~ouqht; 

completed 

program 

(b) submit evidence of having successfully completed a 

period of supervised fieldwork experience arranged by the 

recognized educational institution where he completed the 

academic requirements or by 

professional association; a~d 

a nationally recognized 

(c) submit evidence of havin~cen certi~ied by the 
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American occupational therapy certification board {AOTCB); 

and 

tet_L<jj_ pass 

37-24-304. 

an examination as provided for in 

(2) The supervised fieldwork experience requirement 

for an occupational therapist is a minimum of 6 months. The 

supervised fieldwork experience requirement for an 

occupational therapy assistant is a minimum of 2 months." 

Section 4. Section 37-24-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-305. Waiver of requirements for licensure. (1) 

The board may waive the examination, education, or 

experience requirements and grant a license to an applicant 

who presents proof of current licensure as an occupational 

therapist or occupational therapy assistant in another 

state, the District of Columbia, or a territory of the 

United States which requires standards fo~ licensure that 

the board considers equivalent 

licensure under this chapter. 

to the requirements for 

(2) The board may waive the examination, education, or 

experience requirements and grant a license to a person 

certified by the American occupational therapy 8S~ociat~o~ 

tAS'I'At certification board (AOTCB) as a certified 

occupational therapy assistant (COTA) or an occupational 

therapist registered (OTR) after October 1, 1985 7 -i~-the 

boerd---determines---tkat---the---reqtli~ements---for----~~eh 
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eertifiea~ioft---a~e---eqHivaient--to--the--reqHirements--for 

iieenstlre-uneer-this-ehapter. 

(3) Occupational therapists and occupational therapy 

assistants trained in a foreign country must satisfy the 

examination requirements of 37-24-304. The board shall 

require foreign-trained applicants, before examination, to 

furnish proof of educational and supervised fieldwork 

requirements 

37-24-303. 

substantially equal to those required by 

(4) The board may waive the educational requirements 

and license an applicant as an occupational therapist if the 

applicant has practiced as an occupational therapy assistant 

for 4 years, has completed the experience requirement before 

January 1, 1988, and has passed the examination for 

occupational therapists." 

Section 5. Section 37-24-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-24-309. Denialr suspensionr or 

license. (1) The board may refuse to 

revocation of 

issue or renew a 

19 license or may revoke or suspend the license of any licensee 

20 or applicant if he has: 

21 (a) obtained a license by means of fraud, 

22 misrepresentation, or concealment of material facts; 

23 (b) vioiated-e~hiea%-s~endard~-of-praet~ee-e~~abli~"ed 

24 p~r~~ant-to-~his-ehapter been found guilty of unprofessional 

25 conduct as defined by rules adopted by the board; 
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(c) been convicted of a crime considered sufficient 

under 37-1-203 to warrant denial, revocation, or susp~nsion 

of the license; 

(d) violated any lawful order or rule of the board; or 

(e) violated any provision of this chapter. 

{2) Denial, suspension, or revocation of a license is 

permissible only after a hearing and procedures that comply 

with all applicable requirements of the Montana 

Administrative Procedure Act. 

{3) One year after the 

revocation of a license, 

denial, suspen~ion, Q[ 

a person may apply for 

reinstatement and licensure. The board may in its discretion 

require an examination for reinstatement." 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

-End-
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