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Lku. BILL NO. i!itr . 
INTRODUCED BY ~--.-~-' Hqt~r ~ 

ZJ--~--- , 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ASSURING DENTAL 

PATIENTS FREEDOM TO CHOOSE A DENTIST WHEN RECEIVING DENTAL 

BENEFITS THROUGH HEALTH INSURANCE OR HEALTH MAINTENANCE 

PLANS; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Opportunity to select dentist 

of patient's own choice~ (1) The board may include as 

unprofessional conduct under 37-4-321 participation by a 

dentist in a health insurance contract or health maintenance 

plan that requires a patient to select a dentist from a list 

of dentists under contract to the plan unless the contract 

or plan allows reasonable opportunity for the patient to 

select a dentist of his own choice, as provided in 

subsection {2). 

(2) A health insurance contract or health maintenance 

plan furnishes its insured or participant a reasonable 

opportunity to select a dentist of his own choice if the 

contract or plan allows either of the following: 

(a) A dentist may request the right to participate as 

a provider under the same terms and conditions as those by 

which other dentists participate. This opportunity for 
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LC 0562/0l 

participation must be offered for a period beginning at 

least 30 days prior to the effective date of the contract or 

plan and continuing at least 30 days following the effective 

date of the contract or plan. Each contract or plan must 

provide an annual period thereafter, of at least 30 days, 

during which a dentist may exercise this right. 

(b) The insured or participant may select an alternate 

plan of dental benefits under which the total annual dollar 

amount of covered dental services is equivalent to the value 

of dental benefits under the basic contract or plan and 

under which the insured or participant may select any 

dentist to provide such services. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Freedom of choice of 

dentists. (1) A contract for group health insurance or 

health maintenance that is offered, delivered, or renewed 

under Title 33, chapter 22, 30, or 31, and that includes 

dental care benefits must allow an insured person or member 

reasonable opportunity to select a dentist of his own 

choice. 

(2) The commissioner shall by rule reg~late any 

contract subject to subsection {1) if it restricts 

reimbursable dental care to that obtained from a closed or 

limited panel of dentists. The rules must: 

(a) allow a dentist to request participation as a 

provider on the same terms and conditions as those by which 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
N'B .J.ts-
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1 other dentists participate. This opportunity for 1 37, chapter 4, part 3. apply to [section 1]. 

2 participation must be offered for a period beginning at 2 ( 2) [Section 2] is intended to be codified as an 

3 least 30 days prior to the effective date of the contract or 3 integral part of Title 33, chapter 15, part 3, and the 

4 plan and continuing at least 30 days following the effective 4 provisions of Title 33, chapter 15, part 3, apply to 

5 date of the contract or plan. Each contract or plan must 5 [section 2]. 

6 provide an annual period thereafter, of at least 30 days, -End-

7 during which a dentist may exercise this right. 

8 {b) allow the insured or participant to select an 

9 alternate plan of dental benefits under which the total 

10 annual dollar amount of covered dental service is equivalent 

11 to the value of dental benefits under the basic contract or 

12 plan and under which the insured or participant may select 

13 any dentist to provide the services; or 

14 (c) provide an equivalent mechanism to allow a 

15 consumer freedom of choice in the selection of a dentist. 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

17 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

18 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

19 [this act]. 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Applicability. [This act] 

21 applies to contracts entered into or renewed after October 

22 1, UB9. 

23 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. ( 1) 

24 [Section l] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

25 of Title 37, chapter 4, part 3, and the provisions of Title 

-4-
-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 225 

INTRODUCED BY SQUIRES, HAGER, LYNCH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ASSURING DENTAL 

PATIENTS FREEDOM TO CHOOSE A DENTIST WHEN RECEIVING DENTAL 

BENEFITS THROUGH PREFERRED PROVIDER HEALTH INSURANCE OR 

HEALTH MAINTENANCE PLANS; AMENDING SECTION 33-22-1706, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW-SEe~i9NT--~~A-1T-~~~ty-~~~~~~~ 

of-patient~s-own-eheiee.---t%t--~h~--boarft--may--inel~de--as 

ttnpro£essiena~--eonduet--~nder--3T-4-3~l--partieipation-by-a 

dentist-in-a-ftea%th-insuranee-eontraet-or-hea±th-maintenanee 

p±an-that-requires-8-patient-to-eeieet-a-dentist-~rea-a-±ist 

or-dentists-under-eontraet-to-the-plan-unless--the--eontraet 

or--plan--allows--reasonable--opportunity-for-the-patient-to 

seleet--a--dentist--o£--h±s--own--ehoiee,--as--proYided---in 

e~i>eeet:±en-t'i!tT 

t~t--A--health-insuranee-eon~rae~-or-heaith-main~enanee 

pian-f~rni~hes--its--ineHred--er--par~ieipan~--a--reasonab%e 

epport~nity--~o--se%eet--a--dentist-oE-his-ewn-ehoiee-if-the 

eontraet-or-plan-al%ows-either-e£-~he-£oiiowing~ 

tet--A-dentist-may-request-the-right-to-partieipate--ae 

a--provider--~nder-the-same-terms-and-eonditions-as-thoee-by 

~ ............. ,.._ 
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whieh--other--dentiete--par~ieipate.--~hie--opportHnity--ror 

partieipation--mast--be--ottered--£or--a-period-beginning-at 

leaet-39-days-prior-te-the-erreeti•e-date-o£-the-eontraet-or 

plan-and-eontinHing-at-leaet-39-days-Eo}lowinq-the-etEeetive 

date-o£-the-eontract-or-plan.-Each--contract--or--pian--mbet 

provide--an--ann~al--period-thereatterr-o£-at-least-39-daysy 

daring-whieh-a-dentie~-may-exereise-~his-righto 

tht--~he-ins~red-or-partieipant-may-seleet-an-al~ernate 

plan-o£-den~al-hene£its-bnder-whieh-the-total-annaal--doliar 

amoan~-o£-eovered-den~al-serviees-~~-eq~~va~ent-te-the-•albe 

e£--dea~ai--eeae£~~s--ander--the--basic-eontract-or-pien-6ftd 

~nder-wh~eh--the--ift~Hred--or--part±eipant--may--seieet--any 

dentiet-to-provide-e~eh-serviee8• 

SECTION 1. SECTION 33-22-1706, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

•Jl-22-1706. Permissible provisions in provider 

agreements, insurance policies, and subscriber contracts. 

(l) A provider agreement, insurance policy, or subscriber 

contract issued or delivered in this state may contain 

certain other components designed to control the cost and 

improve the quality of health care for insureds and 

subscribers, including: 

(a) a provision setting a payment difference for 

reimbursement of a nonpreferred provider as compared to a 

preferred provider. If the health benefit plan contains a 

-2- HB 225 
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HB 0225/02 

payment difference provision, the payment difference may not 

exceed 25\ of the reimbursement level at which a preferred 

provider would be reimbursed. The commissioner shall review 

differences between copayrnents, deductibles, and other 

cost-sharing arrangements. 

(b) conditions, not inconsistent with other provisions 

of this part, designed to give policyholders or subscribers 

an incentive to choose a particular provider. 

(2) All terms or conditions of an insurance policy or 

subscriber contract, except those already approved by the 

commissioner, are subject to the prior approval of the 

commissioner. 

ill A plan offering prepaid dental services under this 

part must offer its insureds the right to obtain dental care 

from any licensed dental care provider of their choice at .. ~ 

payment differential no greater than that permitted under 

subsection (l)(a) • 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. F-reedoot-o-E---ehe>i-ee---e-E-~t:-;..,..b 

DENTIST PARTICIPATION AS PROVIDER. t~t A contract for grottp 

he~~th--±~~ttraftee--er DENTAL CARE SERVICES THROUGH A health 

maintenance ORGANIZATION that is offered, delive[ed, or 

renewed under ~itte--33,--eh~p~er--i~,-3Q,-er-3Y,-~~d-thot 

iftei~de~-defttoi-eere-beftef±t~-m~~t-eiiow-eft--±n~~red--per~en 

or--member-ree~onab±e-opport~n±ty-~o-~e±eet-o-dent±~t-or-h±~ 

own-eho1:eeo 
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t1t--T~e--eomm±~~±oner--~ha±±--by--r~±e--re9olate---any 

eontraet---~tlbjeet---to---stlhseet±on--t±t--i£--it--re~triets 

reimbtlrsabie-dentai-eare-to-that-obta±fted-£rom-a--elosed--or 

limited-panei-of-denti~t~o-The-rtlie~-mtlst~ THIS CHAPTER MUST 

t~t allow a dentist to request participation as a 

provider on the same terms and conditions as those by which 

other dentists participate. This opportunity for 

participation must be offered for ~--period--be9inn~n9--a~ 

ieae~-3&-dey~-pr%or-te-the-e££eeti~e-date-of-tne-eontraet-or 

pian-and-eoftt±n~±"9-at-~east-39-dey~-£o±±owin9-the-effeet%ve 

date--o~--the EACH contract or plan. Each contract or plan 

must provide e:n AT LEA§:! __ '?B.._~ annual period there~fte-r-, --of-.e:t 

ieast~3e-dnys, during which a dentist may exercise this 

right. 

tbt--nllow--the--instlred--o~--part±e±pent--to-se±eet-an 

a±ternete-pian-of-dentai--benef±t~--tlnder--wh±eh--the--tota~ 

annttai-doliar-amotlnt-of-eovered-dent.e:T-~e~v±ee-i~-eqtt±vaient 

to--the-~aitle-of-dent.e:l-henef±ts-tlnder-the-be~±e-eontraet-or 

plan-ond-~nder-wh±eh-the-instlred-or-p.e:r~tetpant--mey--~eieet 

any-denti~t-to-previOe-the-se~v±ee~,-or 

tet--prov±de---an---eqtlivaient--meehan±~m--to--~~±ow--a 

eonstlmer-£reedom-of-ehoiee-in-the-~eieet±en-of-a-denti~to 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to 

provisions of [this act] 

make [Ules on the subject of the 

is extended to the provisions of 

-4- HB 225 
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l [this act]. 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Applicability. [This act] 

3 applies to contracts entered into or renewed after October 

4 1, 1989. 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. (-rr 

6 tseet±en--tt--i~-in~ended-to-be-eod±fied-o~-an-integrel-pert 

7 ef-~±tle-3~,-ehapter-4r-part-3r-and-the-prov±sien~-o£--~itle 

8 3Tr-ehap~er-4r-part-3,-apply-to-tseetion-Zt• 

9 t~t [Section 2] is intended to be codified as an 

10 integral part of Title 33, chapter !5,-part-3 ll, and the 

11 provisions of Title 33, chapter 15,-pert-3 31, apply to 

12 [section 2]. 

-End-

-5- HB 225 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 225 

INTRODUCED BY SQUIRES, HAGER, LYNCH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ASSURING DENTAL 

PATIENTS FREEDOM TO CHOOSE A DENTIST WHEN RECEIVING DENTAL 

BENEFITS THROUGH PREFERRED PROVIDER HEALTH INSURANCE OR 

HEALTH MAINTENANCE PLANS; AMENDING SECTION 33-22-1706, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW-SBETI6N.--~*eft-1•-~~~~-~~~~~~~ 

o£-~a~i@n~~s-own-ehoie~.---trt--~he--board--~sy--ine%~de--as 

unpro£essienal--eend~et--unde~--3~-4-3~t--pertieipation-ey-s 

dentist-in-a-heal~h-insnraftee-eontrae~-or-h~alth-main~enane~ 

plan-~hst-req~ires-s-paeien~-to-seleet-a-deneist-from-a-list 

o£-dentists-Hnder-eontraet-to-the-pran-nnless--ehe--eentraet 

or--plan--atiowe--reasenable--opportHnity-fer-the-pa~ient-to 

seleet--a--dentist--o£--hi~--ewn--ehoiee7--a~--prov~ded---in 

subsection-t~t• 

tit--A--health-inenranee-eontraet-or-heaith-maint~nanee 

pian-£~rnishes--its--insnred--or--partieipant--a--reasenable 

opport~nity--to--seleet--a--dentist-o£-his-own-ehoiee-i£-ehe 

eontraet-er-~la~-a%iows-either-of-~h~-Eollowinq~ 

tat--A-den~i~t-may-r~qaese-tfte-right-to-pareieipate--as 

a--provid~r--~nder-the-same-terms-and-eondittons-as-these-~y 

~ .... ,..,;w.r;- c.._ 
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whieh--other--dentists--partiei~ateo--~his--opport~nity--fer 

partieipat±on--must--be--o££ered--fer--o-per±ed-~eginnin9-at 

l~ast-39-day~-pr±o~-to-the-effeetive-date-of-the-eontroet-er 

plan-and-eentintlinq-at-leaet-39-days-Eellowin9-the-e££eeti~e 

date-of-the-~ontraet-or-pian~-Each--contraet--or--plan--m~st 

provide--an--ann~al--pe~iod-thereafterT-oi-at-lea~t-39-days, 

dHrin~-whieh-a-dentist-may-exereise-thts-rt9ftt. 

t~t--~he-±ns~red-or-partieipant-may-seleet-an-alternate 

plan-of-dental-benef~ts-~nder-whieh-t~e-total-ann~al--dorlar 

amonnt-of-eovered-dentat-serviees-is-eqtlivalent-to-the-valtte 

o£--dental--eeft~fits--~nde~--the--ba~ie-eontraet-or-plan-and 

under-vhieh--the--ineured--or--partieipant--may--select--any 

dentist-to-provide-s~ch-serviees. 

SECTION 1. SECTION 33-22-1706, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

•JJ-22-1706. Permissible provisions in provider 

agreements, insurance policiesr and subscriber cantractsa 

(1) A provider agreement, insurance policy, or subscriber 

contract issued or delivered 10 this state may contain 

certain other components designed to control the cost and 

improve the quality of health care for insureds and 

subscribers, including: 

(a) a provision setting a payment difference for 

reimbursement of a nonpreferred provider as compared to a 

preferred provider. If the health benefit plan contains a 

-2- HB 225 
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payment difference provision, the payment difference may not 

exceed 25\ of the reimbursement level at which a preferred 

provider would be reimbursed. The commissioner shall review 

differences between copayments, deductibles, and other 

cost-sharing arrangements. 

(b) conditions, not inconsistent with other provisions 

of this part, designed to give policyholders or subscribers 

an incentive to choose a particular provider. 

(2) All terms or conditions of an insurance policy or 

subscriber contract, except those already approved by the 

commissioner, are subject to the prior approval of the 

comDu.ssioner. 

(3) A plan offering pr~paid dental services under this 

part aust offer its insureds the right to obtain dental care 

from any licensed den-tal care provider of their choice at a 

payment differential no greater than that perDitted under 

subsection (l)(a)." 

lUW SECTION. Section 2. P.reedout~f---~-<>f--Mn-l:tt~ 

DE~TIST PARTICIPATION AS PROVIDER. tit A contract for ~roup 

fteai~h--snsQranee--&P DENTA~ CARE ~ERV!CES TRROUGH A health 

maintenance ORGANIZATION that ls offered, deliveced, or 

renewed under 'P-ttle--33,.--cftapt-er--iir-38r-or-3%T-and-~h.$t 

ineiudes-dental-eare-beaef~~s--.st-a%low-aft--insure4--person 

ero--aeabe-r-r-~sonabi:tt-oppor~-u-a.-ty.-to-se•eet-a-M·rtt-2-at'-ef-ft*• 

o.tt~-eh.eilce-. 

-3- HB n:. 
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tit--~ne--e~%ssi&ner--shall--by--rule--re~ulate---any 

co-ntract--- st~&;eet---te- --subsection-- t 1-t-- t- f-- ·H:--f'es~ri:e~a 

reimbursab~e-dentai-eare-to-that-obta±neG-frsa-a--eiesed--er 

tiai~ed-paftel:-eE-den~ists7-'l'he-rtt%e~-mttst-~ THIS CHAPTER MUST 

tat allow a dentist to request participation as a 

provider on the same terms and conditions as those by which 

other dentists participate. This opportunity for

participation must be offered for a--period--beginftin•--at 

ieast-3&-clays.-pr-*er-to-the-efteet-i:v-e-ciate-o£-t:he-eon.t:raet-or 

pian-aftd-eon~*ft~ift~-at-least:-3&-days-fo*iow21'lg-t:fte-effee~ive 

date--ef--~fte EACH contract or plan. Each contract or plan 

must provide an AT LEAST ONE annual period tnereaf~er,-ot-•• 

ieast:-3_6-d.ays, during W'hich a dentist may exercise this 

right. 

tbt--a :1:: lew-- the-- i: nst1 red--or--pare i e ±pa ftt-- -e-o.-se-t ec t: ...,a a 

atte~nate-plaft-o£-dentai--bene£:ts--onder--wftie~--~ne--tot:at 

anft~ai-deliar-amount-et-covered-dent:o%-$e~v~ee-i:s-eqn2•a%eat 

to--t:fte-vaiue-of-dental-benet±ts-~nde~-t~e-basie-eofttracc-or 

pian-and-ttnder-wh~eh-tfte-iftsttred-er-partie~pant--may--se%eet 

aRy-8eftti~t-to-pre¥ide-~~~-se~¥iees;-or 

te,--pro¥%de---an---eq~ivalent:--aeeha~tsm--to--e~tow--• 

eon:stul\e"-freedoa-o£-eheiee--i:ft-~h.e>-se:l:tteti:ort-e.-f-a-den.ei:=tto: 

NEW SECT!~. SectM)n 3. Ex~enaion of authotity. Any 

existing authority to aake ru\~s on the &ubject of tbe 

p.rovi~ions of I this ac·t} is e¥tended t.o the- p.tov.1.si01\s.- of 

-4- $:1!L'> 
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1 [this act I . 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Applicability. [This act! 

3 applies to contracts entered into or renewed after October 

4 1, 1989. 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. ~rr 

6 tSeetion--Yt--±~-~ntended-to-be-eediEied-as-an-integrai-part 

7 o£-~*tle-3~ 7 -chapter-4,-part-3,-and-the-provi~ien~-o£--~itle 

8 31r-ehapter-+T-~art-3,-app%y-to-tseetion-Yto 

9 tit [Section 2) is intended to be codified as an 

10 integral part of Title 33, chapter %5,-part-3 l!' and the 

11 provisions of Title 33~ chapter iS,-part-3 ll, apply to 

12 [section 21. 

-End-

-5- HB 225 



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Harch 3, 1989 

HR. PRESIDENT: 
We, your comm1ttee on Public Health, Welfare, and Safety, hav1ng 

had under cons1derat1on HB 225 (third reading copy -- blue), 
respectfully report tnat HB 225 be amended and as so amended be 
r.:oncurred in: 

l. Page 3, lines 15 through 17. 
Follow1ng: "cho1ce'' on line 15 

Sponsor: Squ1res (Hager) 

Strike: rema1nder of line 15 tnrough ''(1) (a!" on line 17 
:nsert.: "sub1ect to -:ne same terms and conditions imposed under 
subsect1on (l)" 

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN 

SENATE 
scrhb225.303 

HBzzs-
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HOOSE BILL NO. 225 

INTRODUCED BY SQUIRES, HAGER, LYNCH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "'AN ACT ASSURING DENTAL 

PATIENTS FREEDOM TO CHOOSE A DENTIST WHEN RECEIVING DENTAL 

BENEFITS THROUGH PREFERRED PROVIDER HEALTH INSURANCE OR 

HEALTH MAINTENANCE PLANS; AMENDING SECTION 33-22-1706, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NBW-SBB~t9N~--~teA-~~-~~~~ey-~~~~~~~ 

ef-petieftt.Le-own-e:,o±eeT---tlt--lfhe--boaPd--may--i:fteittde--a~ 

un~refessional--eonauet--unaer--3~-4-3~1--partiei~ation-by-a 

Seneiat-in-a-healeft-i:nsnranee-eentraet-cr-health-maintenanee 

plan-that-Peqttires-a-patieftt-to-eereet-a-dentist-£~om-a-iist 

o£-Gefttists-~nder-eontraet-to-the-plan-ttnlese--the--eontraet 

or--plan--ailows--reasonable--oppertttnity-£or-the-patient-to 

seleet--a--denti:st--c£--hi:s--own--ehoiee 7 --as--provided---in 

s~tbseetion-t~t~ 

tit--~--health-iftsttranee-eontraet-er-health-mai:ntenanee 

pian-f~~nisftes--its--tn~~red--er--par~~eipane--a--reasonah%~ 

opport~nity--to--seleet--a--dentist-of-his-ovn-ehoiee-~f-the 

een~raet-or-p~an-ailevs-e~ther-ef-~h~-fellewing~ 

tat--A-aentist-may-req~est-the-right-to-partieipate--as 

a--~rov*d~r--under-the-sam~-~~rms-and-eendit~ons-as-enose-by 
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wh~ek--oth~r--dentists--part~eipate.--~hi~--opport~~i~y--fer 

partieipation--m~st--be--e££ered--£or--a-period-begi~ftin~-ae 

least-39-day~-prior-to-the-e££eet~ve-date-o£-the-eo~traet-or 

pian-artd-eontinuing-at-ieast-39-days-£oiiowinq-the-e££eetive 

date-of-the-eontraet-or-plan~-Eaek--eontraet--or--plan--mHst 

provide--an--annttal--period-thereafter,-o£-at-ieest-39-days, 

~~ring-whieh-a-dentist-may-eKereise-this-righto 

tbt--~he-insaree-or-partieipant-may-eeleet-an-alternate 

plan-oE-dentai-benefits-under-whieh-the-totai-annual--dollar 

amo~nt-of-eovered-denta±-seryieee-is-eqttivaient-to-the-vaine 

of--dental--benefits--ttnder--the--basie-eontraet-or-pian-aftd 

dnder-vhieh--the--*nsbred--or--pa~t~e~pant--may--~eleet--afty 

dentist-to-provide-stteh-serv~ees. 

SECTION 1. SECTION 33-22-1706, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

READ: 

"33-22-1706. Permissible provisions in provider 

agreements, insu[ance policies, and subscriber cont[acts. 

(1) A provider agreement, insurance policy, or subscriber 

contract issued or delivered in this state may contain 

certain other components designed to control the cost and 

improve the quality of health care for insureds and 

subscribers, including: 

(a) a provision setting a payment difference for 

reimbursement of a nonpreferred provider as compared to a 

preferred provider. If the health benefit plan contains a 
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payment difference provision, the payment difference may not 

exceed 25\ of the reimbursement level at which a preferred 

provider would be reimbursed. The commissioner shall review 

differences between copayments, deductibles, and other 

cost-sharing arrangements. 

lb) conditions, not inconsistent with other provisions 

of this part, designed to give policyholders or subscribers 

an incentive to choose a particular provider. 

(2) All terms or conditions of an insurance policy or 

subscriber contract, except those already approved by the 

commissioner, are subject to the prior approval of the 

commissioner. 

(3) A plan offering prepaid dental services under this 

part must offer its insureds the right to obtain dental care 

from any licensed dental care provider of their choice a~--a 

paymeftt--eifferentiai--no--gr~ater-than-that-permitted-tt"der 

s~bs~e~~e~-tlttat SUBJECT TO THE SAME TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

IMPOSED UNDER SUBSECTION (1!." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. ~~-<>~-eho-~-<>-f--deft-t-...,_ts

DENTIST PARTICIPATION AS PROVIDER. tlt A contract for ~rettp 

heaith-i~s~rane~-or DENTAL CARE SERVICES THROUGH A health 

maintenance ORGANIZATION that is offered, delivered, or 

renewed under ~it%e-33T-ehapter-ii7--397--or--3%,--and--that 

incittdes--denta%--ea~e-benefits-mttst-allow-an-in~ttred-person 

or-member-reaeonable-opportttnity-to-seleet-a-dentist-ef--his 
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owrt_-choiee.-

tit--~h~---eommiss~o~er--shali--by--r~le--re~ttlate--any 

eontract--sttb;eet--to--sttbseetion--t%t---i£---it---restricts 

reimbttrsabie--denta%--eare-te-that-obtained-from-a-eiosed-or 

limited-panei-or-den~ists~-~he-r~ies-must~ THIS CHAPTER MUST 

tat allow a dentist to request participation as a 

provider on the same terms and conditions as those by which 

other dentists participate. This opportunity for 

participation must be offered for a-period-beginning-at 

iea~~-38-days-pricr-~c-the-effee~ive-date-ef-the-ecntraet-or 

p%aft-and-eontintting-at-ieaet-39-day~-foirowiftg-the-e££ective 

date-of-the EACH contract or plan. Each contract or plan 

must provide en AT LEAST ONE annual period thereafter7-of-at 

iea~t--38--days, during which a dentist may exercise this 

right. 

tbt--a%iow-the-insttred--or--partie±pant--to--seieet--an 

aiternate--p%an--o£--dental--benef±t~--ttnder-whieh-the-totai 

ann~ai-doiiar-amoant-o£-eove~ed-dentai-serviee-is-eqttivalent 

to-the-va%He-ef-dental-benefits-Hnder-the-basie-eontraet--o~ 

plan--and--ttnder-whieh-the-in~ttred-or-part±eipant-m8y-seleet 

any-dentist-to-provide-the-se~vie~s;-or 

tet--previde--en--eqttivalent--meehanism--to---ailew---a 

eonsttmer-freedem-of-ehoiee-in-the-seleet±on-o£-a-dentisto 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 
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1 provisions of (this act} is extended to the provisions of 

2 [this act]. 

3 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Applicability. (This act] 

4 applies to contracts entered into or renewed after October 

5 1, 1989. 

6 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. t-rt-

7 tseet±e~-li-~~-intended-to-be-eed±£±ed-a~-an--±n~egral--part 

8 o£--Title-377-eha~ter-4,-par~-3 7 -and-the-provision~-of-~itle 

9 3~,-ehapter-4,-part-37-appiy-to-tseet~on-tt~ 

10 t~t [Section 2] is intended to be codified as an 

11 integral part of Title 33, chapter %5 7-part-3 i!• and the 

12 provisions of Title 33, chapter %5,--part--3 l!r apply to 

13 [section 2]. 

-End-
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