
HOUSE BILL NO. 139 

INTRODUCED BY SIMON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

JANUARY 12, 1989 

JANUARY 13, 1989 

JANUARY 25, 1989 

JANUARY 26, 1989 

JANUARY 28, 1989 

JANUARY 30, 1989 

JANUARY 31, 1989 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 

MARCH 7, 1989 

MARCH 8, 1989 

MARCH 10, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 79; NOES, 18. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 42; NOES, 6. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 



MARCH 11, 1989 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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BILL NO. 1:3 r 

BY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING REIMBURSEMENT 

FOR MEALS, LODGING, AND MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES OF PERSONS IN 

STATE SERVICE TRAVELING TO JAPAN AND TAIWAN; USING RATES 

ESTABLISHED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR 

TRAVEL TO FOREIGN AREAS; AMENDING SECTION 2-18-501, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-18-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-18-501. Meals, lodging, and transportation of 

persons in state service. Every elected official, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be reimbursed 

for meals and lodging while away from the person's 

designated headquarters and engaged in official state 

business in accordance with the following provisions: 

(l} For travel within the state of Montana, the 

following provisions apply: 

(a) The governor shall be authorized actual and 

necessary expenses not to exceed $55 per day. 

{b) All other elected state officials, appointed 
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LC 0507/01 

members of boards, conunissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging, not exceeding $24 per day, and 

taxes on the allowable cost of lodging, except as provided 

in subsection (3), plus $3 for the morning meal, $3.50 for 

the midday meal, and $8 for the evening meal. All claims 

for lodging expense reimbursement allowed under this section 

must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

(2) For travel out of the state of Montana, the 

following provisions apply: 

(a) The governor shall be authorized the actual cost 

of lodging in addition to a meal allowance not to exceed $30 

per day. 

(b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging not exceeding $50 per day, except 

as provided in subsection (3), plus $4 for the morning meal, 

$6.50 for the midday meal, and $12 for the evening meal. 

All claims for the lodging expense reimbursement allowed 

under this subsection must be documented by an appropriate 

receipt. 

(3) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, commissioners, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
11-I!J 1~1 
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the actual cost of lodging when traveling in the normal 

course of their duties to certain designated areas. The 

department of administration shall designate those areas 

where the actual cost of lodging shall be reimbursed. 

(4} For travel to Japan and Taiwan, the following 

provisions ~ 

(a) All elected state officials, appointed members of 

boards, commissions, councils, department directors, and all 

other state employees shall be reimbursed for the cost of 

meals, lodging, and miscellaneous expenses within the rates 

established by the department of administration when 

traveling in the normal course of their duties to designated 

areas. The department shall use the United States department 

of state maximum travel per diem allowances for foreign 

areas in establishing the rates. 

(b) All claims for meals, _lodging, and miscella_neous 

exp~nses reimbursement allowed under this subsection __ ...i.!l 

must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

t4till When other than commercial, nonreceiptable 

lodging facilities are utilized by a state employee while 

21 conducting official state business in a travel status, the 

22 amount of $7 will be authorized for lodging expenses for 

23 each day in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu 

24 of the amount authorized in subsection (1)(b) or (2)(b) 

25 above. However, when overnight accommodations are provided 

-3-
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at the expense of any government entity, no reimbursement 

may be claimed for lodging. 

tSt~ The actual cost of reasonable transportation 

expenses and ather necessary business expenses incurred by a 

state official or employee while in an official travel 

status shall be subject to reimbursement. 

t6t1ll The provisions of this section shall not be 

construed as affecting the validity of 5-2-301. 

t7till The department of administration shall 

prescribe rules necessary to effectively administer this 

section for state government. 

t8ti21 All commercial air travel shall be by the least 

expensive class service available." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB139, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

HB139 would allow reimbursement for meals, lodging and miscellaneous expenses of persons in state service traveling 
to Japan and Taiwan using rates established by the U.S. Department of State. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. State costs for travel to Japan would increase by about $27.50 per day using YY88 average U.S. Department of 
State rates. 

2. State costs for travel to Taiwan would decrease by about $7'}.50 per day using current U.S. Department of 
State rates. 

3. The state Department of Commerce projects a slight increase in operating expenses as a result of this bill 
and the Governor's Office projects a slight decrease. 

4. There will be no adjustments to budgets during the 198'} Legislative Session as a result of this bill. 

I.G J ~ ............ 11 m:yQOEOI!itiO. 

~ I 

Fiscal Note for HB139, as introduced 

HIS ,,, 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 139 

INTRODUCED BY SIMON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING 

PROVISIONS REGARDING TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR PERSONS IN STATE 

SERVICE; ALLOWING REIMBURSEMENT FOR MEALS, AND LODGING,--ANB 

MfS€BbbANB9SS-BKPBNSB9 OF PERSONS IN STATE SERVICE TRAVELING 

TO dAPAN---AHB--TAlWAN A FOREIGN COUNTRY; USING RATES 

ESTABLISHED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR 

TRAVEL TO FOREIGN AREAS; INCREASING THE REIMBURSEMENT RATE 

FOR LODGING AT CERTAIN FACILITIES; AMENDING SECTION 

2-18-501, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-18-501, M.CA, is amended to read: 

•2-18-501. Meals, lodging, and transportation of 

persons in state service. Every elected official, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be reimbursed 

for meals and lodging while away from the person's 

designated headquarters and engaged in official state 

business in accordance with the following provisions: 

(1) For travel within the state of Montana, the 

following provisions apply: 
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HB 0139/02 

(a) The governor shall be authorized actual and 

necessary expenses not to exceed $55 per day. 

(b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging, not exceeding $24 per day, and 

taxes on the allowable cost of lodging, except as provided 

in subsection (3), plus $3 for the morning meal, $3.50 for 

the midday meal, and $8 for the evening meal. All claims 

for lodging expense reimbursement allowed under this section 

must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

(2) For travel out of the state of Montana, the 

following provisions apply: 

(a) The governor shall be authorized the actual cost 

of lodging in addition to a meal allowance not to exceed $30 

per day. 

{b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, corrunissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorizeU 

the actual cost of lodging not exceeding $50 per day, except 

as provided in subsection {3), plus $4 for the morning meal, 

$6.50 for the midday meal, and $12 for the even1ng meal. 

All claims for the lodging expense reimbursement allowed 

under this subsection must be documented by an appropr~ate 

receipt. 

-2- HB 139 
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(3) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, commissioners, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging when traveling in the normal 

course of their duties to certain designated areas. The 

department of administration shall designate those areas 

where the actual cost of lodging shall be reimbursed. 

(4) For travel to dapan-end-~~iwan A FOREIGN COUNTRY, 

the following provisions apply: 

(a) All elected state officials, appointed members of 

boards, commissions, councils, department directors, and all 

other state employees ~heii MUST be reimbursed for the cost 

of meals, AND lodging,-and-mi~ee±ieneott~-expe"~e~ within the 

rates established by the department of administration when 

traveling in the normal course of their duties to designated 

areas. The department shall use the United States department 

of state maximum travel per diem allowances for foreign 

areas in establishing the_.rates. 

~-!_1 claims for meals, 

mi~eeilanee~~--expenses reimbursement 

AND lodging,---en~ 

allowed under this 

subsection (4) must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

t4till When other than commercial, nonreceiptable 

lodging facilities are utilized by a state employee while 

24 conducting official state business in a travel status, the 

25 amount of $~ $12 will be authorized for lodging expenses for 

-3- HB 139 
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each day in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu 

of the amount authorized in subsection (l)(b) or (2)(b) 

above. However, when overnight accommodations are provided 

at the expense of any gove~nment entity, no reimbursement 

may be claimed for lodging. 

t5till The actual cost of reasonable transportation 

expenses and othe~ necessary business expenses incurred by a 

state official o~ employee while in an official travel 

status shall be subject to reimbursement. 

t6tlll The provisions of this section shall not be 

construed as affecting the validity of 5-2-301. 

t=tt_l_§J. 'fhe department of administration sha~l 

prescribe rules necessary to effectively administer this 

section for state government. 

t8t~ All commercial air travel shall be by ~he least 

expensive class service available.h 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of 

[this dct I. 

[this act) is extended to the provisions of 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- HB 139 
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HOOSE BILL NO. 139 

INTRODUCED BY SIMON 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING 

PROVISIONS REGARDING TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR PERSONS IN STATE 

SERVICE; ALLOWING REIMBURSEMENT FOR MEALST AND LODGING7--ANB 

MlS€BbbANBe6S-BHPBNSBS OF PERSONS IN STATE SERVICE TRAVELING 

TO 6APAN---ANB--TAIWAN A FOREIGN COUNTRY; USING RATES 

ESTABLISHED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR 

TRAVEL TO FOREIGN AREAS; INCREASING THE REIMBURSEMENT RATE 

FOR LODGING AT CERTAIN FACILITIES; AMENDING SECTION 

2-18-501, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-18-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-18-501. Meals, lodging, and transportation of 

persons in state service. Every elected official, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be reimbursed 

for meals and lodging while away from the person's 

designated headquarters and engaged in official state 

business in accordance with the following provisions: 

(1) For travel within the state of Montana, the 

following provisions apply: 
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HB 0139/02 

(a) The governor shall be authorized actual and 

necessary expenses not to exceed $55 per day. 

(b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging, not exceeding $24 per day, and 

taxes on the allowable cost of lodging, except as provided 

in subsection (3), plus $3 for the morning meal, $3.50 Eor 

the midday meal, and $8 for the evening meal. All claims 

for lodging expense reimbursement allowed under this section 

must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

(2) For travel out of the state of Montana, the 

following provisions apply: 

(a) The governor shall be authorized the actual cost 

of lodging in addition to a meal allowance not to exceed $30 

per day. 

(b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging not exceeding $50 per day, except 

as provided in subsection (3), plus $4 for the morning meal, 

$6.50 for the midday meal, and $12 for the evening meal. 

All claims for the lodging expense reimbursement allowed 

under this subsection must be documented by an appropriate 

receipt. 

-2- HB 139 
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( 3) All other elected state officials, appointed 

aembers of boards, commissioners, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging when traveling in the normal 

course of their duties to certain designated areas. The 

department of administration shall designate those areas 

where the actual cost of lodging shall be reimbursed. 

(4) For travel to Japan-and-~a~wan A FOREIGN COUNTRY, 

the following provisions apply: 

(a) All elected state officials, appointed members of 

boards, commissions, councils, department directors, and all 

other state employees shaii MUST be reimbursed for the cost 

of meals7 AND lodqing7-aftd-misee%lanee~s-expenses within the 

rates established by the department of administration when 

traveling in the normal course of their duties to designated 

areas. The_ department shall use the Uni~ed States department 

of state maximum travel per diem allowances for foreign 

areas in establishing the rates. 

claims AND lodging7---end 

atsee%lenec~s--expeftses reimbursement allowed under this 

(b) All for mealsy 

subsection (41 must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

t4till When other than commercial, 

lodging facilities are utilized by a state 

nonreceiptable 

employee while 

24 conducting official state business in a travel status, the 

25 amount of $~ ill will be authorized for lodging expenses for 
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each day in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu 

of the amount authorized in subsection (l)(b) or {2)(b) 

above. However, when overnight accommodations are provided 

at the expense of any government entity, no reimbursement 

may be claimed for lodging. 

t5t~ The actual cost of reasonable trdnsportdtion 

expenses and other necessary business expenses incurred by a 

state official or employee while in an official trdvel 

status shall be subject to reimbursement. 

f6till The provisions of this section shall not be 

construed as affecting the validity of 5~2-301. 

titi!l The department of administration sha 11 

prescribe rules necessary to effectively administer this 

section for state government. 

t8till All commercial air travel shall be by the least 

IE!!Xpensive class service available." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act} is extended to the prov1sions ot 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. (This act I is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- Hll 139 



STATE OF :10NTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Fcrm BD-15 

In compliance with a wr1tten request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB139, second reading. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

HB139 would allow reimbursement for meals, lodging and miscellaneous expenses of persons in state service traveling 
to Japan and Taiwan using rates established by the U.S. Department of State. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. State costs for travel to Japan would increase by about $27.50 per day using FY88 average U.S. Department of 
State rates. 

.., 
"-• State costs for travel to Taiwan would decrease by about $79.50 per day us1ng current U.S. Department of 

State rates. 
3. TI1e state Department of Commerce projects a slight increase in operating expenses as a result of this bill 

and the Governor's Office projects a slight decrease. 
4. There will be no adjustments to budgets during the 1989 Legislative Session as a result of this bill. 

~~- ;/:Jihl 
RAY/ HACKLEFORD, _aUDGET DIRECTOR DATE ' 
OFFiCE OF BUDGET AND PROGRA}1 PLA~~ING 

_;a CJj-S7!$:. ;btm 
BRUCE T. SIMON, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 

Fiscal Note for HB139, second reading 

H/!) tJr. Setrond 
R llf,c/ ,'n q 
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BOUSE BILL HO. 139 

INTRODUCED BY SIMON 

BY REQUEST Or THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING 

PROVISIONS REGARDING TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR PERSONS IN STATE 

SERVICE; ALLOWING REIMBURSEMENT FOR MEALST AND LODGINGT--ANB 

MtSeBbbANB9US-B.PBN989 or PERSONS IN STATE SERVICE TRAVELING 

TO dAPAN---ANB--~AtWAN A FOREIGN COUNTRY; USING RATES 

ESTABLISHED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR 

TRAVEL TO FOREIGN AREAS; INCREASING THE REIMBURSEMENT RATE 

FOR LODGING AT CERTAIN FACILITIES; AMENDING SECTION 

2-18-501, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sect ion 2-18-501. MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-18-501. Meals, lod9ing, and transportation of 

persona in state service. Every elected official, appointed 

aembers of boards, com.issions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be reimbursed 

for meals 

designated 

and lodging while away from 

headquarters and engaged in 

the person's 

official state 

business in accordance with the following provisions: 

(1) For travel within the state of MOntana, the 

following provisions apply: 
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(a) The governor shall be authorized actual and 

necessary expenses not to exceed $55 per day. 

(b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging, not exceeding $24 per day, and 

taxes on the allowable cost of lodging, except as provided 

in subsection (3), plus $3 for the morning meal, $3.50 for 

the midday meal, and $8 for the evening meal. All claims 

for lodging expense reimbursement allowed under this section 

must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

(2) For travel out of the state of Montana, the 

following provisions apply: 

(a) The governor shall be authorized the actual cost 

of lodging in addition to a meal allowance not to exceed $30 

per day. 

tb) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodginq not exceeding $50 per day, except 

as provided in subsection (]), plus $4 for the morning meal. 

$6.50 for the midday meal, and $12 for the evening meal. 

All claims for the lodging expense reimbursement allowed 

under this subsection must be documented by an appropriate 

receipt. 

-2- HB 139 
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(3) All other elected state officials, appointed 

aeabers of boards, coaaiaaioners, councils, departaent 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lod9in9 when traveling in the normal 

course of their duties to certain designated areas. The 

department of adainistration shall desiqnate those areas 

where the actual cost of lodging shall be reimbursed. 

(4) For travel to dapan-and-9aiwan A FOREIGN COUNTRY, 

the following provisions apply: 

ta) All elected state officials, appointed members of 

boards, commissions, councils, _department directors, and all 

other state employees ahail MUST be reimbursed for the cost 

of aeals7 AND lodqingy-a"d-atsceilenee~s-expenses within the 

rates established by the department of administration when 

traveling in the normal course of their duties to designated 

areas. The department shall use~ the United States depdrtment 

of state ma~imum travel per diem allowances for foreign 

areas in establishing the rates. 

(b) All claims for m.eals7 AND lodging7---end 

•iaeeilaneoas--expeftses reimbursement allowed under this 

subsection (4) •ust be docu•ented by an appropriate receipt. 

t4}ill_ When other than commercial, 

lodging facilities are utilized by a state 

nonrecei.ptable 

employee while 

24 conducting official state business in a travel status, the 

25 aaount of $~ ~ will be authorized for lodging expenses for 
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each day in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu 

of the amount authorized in subsection (l)(b) or [2)(b) 

above. However, when overnight accommodations are provided 

at the expense of any government entity, no reimbuc~ement 

may be claimed for lodqing. 

t5till The actual cost of reasonable transportdtion 

expenses and other necessary business expenses incurr~d by a 

state official or employee while in an official travel 

status shall be subject to reimbursement. 

t6till The provisions of this sect ion sha t 1 nvt tJe 

construed as affecting the validity of 5-2-301. 

tjtill The department of administration shall 

prescribe rules necessary to effectively administer this 

section for state government. 

t8tl21 All commercial air travel shall tJe by the least 

expensive class service available." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority t·o make rules on the subject ot the 

provisions of [this act) is extended to the provisions ot 

I this act I. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [Thts "ct I 1s 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- HU ll9 


