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INTRODUCED BY 
~NO-~ 
,-~ (J 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ''AN ACT TO SPECIFY 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY ASSESSOR; TO MANDATE 

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF COUNTY 

ASSESSORS; TO MANDATE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 

COUNTY ASSESSORS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 15-l-202 AND 

15-8-103, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Qualifications for office of county 

assessor forfeiture of office. (1) In addition to the 

qualifications set forth in 7-4-2201, to be eligible for the 

office of assessor, a person must, at the time of election 

or appointment to office, be a high school graduate or must 

have been issued an equivalency of completion of secondary 

education as provided for in 20-7-131 or a similar 

equivalency certification issued by another 

jurisdiction. 

state or 

(2) Each assessor, before entering the duties of his 

office, must: 

(a) take and file with the county clerk the 

constitutional oath of office; and 

(b) certify to the county clerk that: 
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( i) he has satisfactorily completed the assessor 

certification training as provided in (section 3]; or 

(ii) he intends to take the assessor certification 

training at the next offering. 

(3) An assessor forfeits his office for failure to 

take and satisfactorily complete the assessor certification 

training within 36 months after taking office by election or 

appointment or for failure to satisfactorily complete annual 

continuing education as provided in [section 3], unless the 

board of county commissioners finds that: 

(a) the assessor is excused for reasons beyond his 

control, including illness, a death in the family, or other 

good cause; or 

(b) there is no other qualified person available for 

appointment as assessor. 

Section 2. Purpose. The legislature hereby establishes 

a system of instruction, examination, and certification for 

all county assessors for the following purposes: 

(l) to establish and document the achievement of 

competency requirements for county assessors and to assure 

that all assessors possess and are able to apply the 

knowledge, skills, and abilities required ~n the daily 

performance of assessor duties: and 

(2) to benefit the interests of local government 

units, property taxpayers, and property tax administrators 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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statewide by the professional development and increased 

competency of elected or appointed county assessors. 

Section 3. Assessor certification training and 

continuing education. (1) The department of revenue shall 

conduct annual assessor certification training and 

continuing education. The cost of conducting such education 

must be borne by the department. The department shall pay 

the mileage, per diem, and salary of each assessor attending 

and the mileage and per diem of each assessor-elect 

attending. 

(2) The annual assessor certification 

includes: 

(a} personal property assessment training; 

(b) training in fundamentals of real 

training 

property 

appraisal in the course I format of the international 

association of assessing officers; and 

(c) training in property tax administration, personnel 

management, fiscal management, public relations, assessor 

ethics, and related public management principles. 

(3) The annual assessor continuing education must 

include 18 hours of advanced training covering the subjects 

described in subsection (2). 

(4) An assessor shall satisfactorily complete 18 hours 

of advanced training within a 3-year period. 

(5) The department shall issue an assessor a document 

-3-
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acknowledging that he is a certified assessor upon his 

satisfactory completion of the training in subsection (2) 

and 18 months' service as an elected or appointed assessor. 

Section 4. Section 15-1-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

•15-1-202. Enforcement of revenue laws. ( 1) The 

department of revenue may direct proceedings, actions, and 

prosecutions to be instituted to enforce the laws relating 

to the penalties, liabilities, and punishment of public 

officials and persons or their agents for failure or neglect 

to comply with the provisions of the statutes gove~ning the 

revenue of the state or municipal corporations. The 

department shall cause complaints to be made against 

assessors and other public officers to the proper district 

court for their removal from office for official misconductL 

e~ neglect of duty, or failure of an assessor to comply with 

the certification or continuing education requirements of 

[section 3]. 

(2) The department may require county attorneys to 

assist in the commencement and prosecution of actions and 

proceedings in their respective counties for penalties, 

forfeitures, removals, and punishment for violations of the 

laws of the state in respect to the assessment of property 

and other revenue laws or for failure of an assessor to 

CO!flp~y_ with the certification ~r conti~~~---·~'-!_l_:!~a!~-~0 

_!:__~q_u~_£ements of j_~~c_t__L~!!__l_l. 
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{3) Nothing in this section affects the authority of 

2 any other person, public officer, or public body to pursue 

3 any other legal process for the removal from office of an 

4 assessor who forfeits office for failure to comply with 

5 certification and continuing education requirements." 

6 Section 5. Section 15-B-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 •15-8-103. Department to conduct a~~e~s*ftg appraisal 

8 schools. The department of revenue shall schedule and hold 

9 area schools within the state for appraisers and assessors 

10 as often as it considers necessary, The costs of Sdeh 

11 appraisers and assessors attending shall be borne by the 

12 state. The department shall notify all assessors and 

13 appraisers at least 6 months before s~eh ~ school is 

14 scheduled. All assesser~-aftd appraisers shall attend.'' 

15 Section 6. Extension of authority. Any existing 

16 authority to make rules on the subject of the provisions of 

17 [this actl is extended to the provisions of [this act}. 

18 Section 7. Codification instruction. (1) [Section 1] 

19 is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 7, 

20 chapter 4, part 30, and the provisions of Title 7 apply to 

21 (section 1]. 

22 (2) [Sections 2 and 3] are intended to be codified as 

23 an integral part of Title 15, chapter 8, part 1, and the 

24 provisions of Title 15 apply to [sections 2 and 3). 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB060, as introduced . 

DESCRIPTIO~ OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to specify qualifications for the office of County Assessor; to mandate educational requirements for the 
certification of county assessors; to mandate continuing education requirements for county assessors. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. Each year of the biennium 60 people will be trained. 
2. Beginning FY 92, approximately 20 people will be trained every 3 years. 
3. Training will require 5 nights lodging at $24.96 per night per person. 
4. Room and equipment rental will cost $1500. 
5. University fees (printing, consulting, salaries, etc.) will cost $5322. 
6. Travel costs will be $2400. 
7. Meals will cost $5040. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditure Impact: 
Operating Expense 
General Fund 

Current Law 

$ 0 

PY90 
Proposed Law Difference Current Law 

$ 21,750 $ 21,750 $ 0 

J'Y91 
Proposed Law 

$ 21,750 

!!!
; 

I/ 4/d fv\;~ ~' U~_.e;~ 
DAN W. 

and Program Planning 
Fiscal Note for HB060 ,as introduced 

Difference 

$ 21,750 

He t,o 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 60 

INTRODUCED BY HARRINGTON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SPECIFY 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY ASSESSOR; TO MANDATE 

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF COUNTY 

ASSESSORS; TO MANDATE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 

COUNTY ASSESSORS; ANB AMENDING SH€~t9NS SECTION 15-1-202 ANB 

l5-8-l93, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN 

APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Qualifications for office of 

county assessor -- forfeiture of office. (1) In addition to 

the qualifications set forth in 7-4-2201, to-be-eligible-for 

the-o£fiee-o£-e~~eeeorr--a--person--mtt~t,--a~--the--t~me--o£ 

eleetion-er-appointment-to-o££~ee,-be-a-hi9h-school-grad~ate 

or--m~st--have--beeft--ise~ed-an-eqHivaleney-o£-eompletion-o£ 

seeondary-ea~eation-ae-provided-for-±n-~9-T-l~l-or-a-s±milar 

eq~ivaleney--eerti£ieation--±eetled--by--another---state---or 

jt:lri::!!idietion, 

tit--Baeh EACH assessor, before entering the duties of 

his office, must: 

(a) take and file with the county clerk the 

constitutional oath of office; and 
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(b) certify to the county clerk that: 

( i) he has satisfactorily completed the assessor 

certification training as provided in [section 3~]; or 

{ii) he intends to take the assessor certification 

training at the next offering. 

t3t~ An assessor forfeits his office for failure to 

take and satisfactorily complete the assessor certification 

training within 36 ~ months after taking office by election 

or appointment or for failure to satisfactorily complete 

annual continuing education as provided in {section 3], 

unless the board of county commissioners finds that: 

{a) the assessor is excused for reasons beyond his 

control, including illness, a death in the family, or other 

good cause; or 

(b) there is no other qualified person available for 

appointment as assessor. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Purpose. The legislature 

hereby establishes a system of instruction, examination, and 

certification for all county assessors for the following 

purposes: 

{l) to establish and document the achievement of 

competency requirements for county assessors and to assure 

that all assessors possess and are able to apply the 

knowledge, skills, and abilities required in the daily 

performance of assessor duties; and 

-2- HB 60 
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12) to benefit the interests of local government 

units, property taxpayers, and property tax administrators 

statewide by the professional development and increased 

competency of elected or appointed county assessors. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Assessor certification 

training and continuing education. (1) The department of 

revenue shall conduct annual assessor certification training 

and continuing education. The cost of conducting such 

education must be borne by the department. The department 

shall pay the mileage, AND per diem,-e~d-~eiary of each 

assessor a~~e~ei~~ and ~ne-mil~age--eftd--per--d±em--o£ each 

assessor-elect attending. 

(2) The annual assessor certification training 

includes: 

(a) personal property assessment training; 

(b) training in fundamentals of real property 

appraisal in the course I format of the international 

association of assessing officers; and 

(c) training in property tax administration, personnel 

management, fiscal management, public relations, assessor 

ethics, and related public management principles. 

(3) The annual assessor continuing education must 

include 18 hours of advanced training covering the subjects 

described in subsection (2). 

(4) An assessor shall satisfactorily complete 18 hours 

-3- HB 60 
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of advanced training within a 3-year period. 

(5) The department shall issue an assessor a document 

acknowledging that he is a certified assessor ~pan his 

satisfactory completion of the training in subsection {2) 

and 18 months' service as an elected or appointed assessor. 

Section 4. section 15-1-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"15-1-202. Enforcement of revenue laws. ( 1) The 

department of revenue may direct proceedings, actions, and 

prosecutions to be instituted to enforce the laws relating 

to the penalties, liabilities, and punishment of public 

officials and persons or their agents for failure or neglect 

to comply with the provisions of the statutes governing the 

revenue of the state or municipal corporations. The 

department shall cause complaints to be made against 

assessors and other public officers to the proper district 

court for their removal from office for official misconduct~ 

er neglect of duty, or failure of an assessor to comply with 

the certification or continuing education requirements of 

[section 3]. 

{2) The department may require county attorneys to 

assist in the commencement and prosecution of actions and 

proceedings in their respective counties for penalties, 

forfeitures, removals, and punishment for violations of the 

laws of the state in respect to the assessment of property 

and other revenue laws or for failure of an assessor to 

-4- HB 60 
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comply with the certification or continuing education 

requirements of {section~ 11· 
(3) Nothing in this section affects the authority of 

any other person, public officer, or p~~lic body to pursue 

any other legal process for the removal from office of an 

assessor who forfeits office for failure to comply with 

certification and continuing education requirements ... 

8 SeotieA-5.----se-e-e-ion--:r-5----8-l-6-3-r-Me-lrr-i-'3"-antettded t-o---r-ead:-

9 urs-8-%93o--Bepa~tment--to--eondtlet-a~~e~~ing app~a±sa% 

10 ~ehooi5o--~he-depa~tment-of-reventle-sha%%-~ehed~%e-a~d--hoid 

11 area--~ehools--w±thin-the-state-£or-appra±sers-and-a~5e~~ors 

12 a~-o£ten-as--±t--eonsiders--neeessaryo--~he--eosts--o£--s~eh 

13 appraisers--and--assessors--atte~dt~~--~hall-be-bo~~e-by-~he 

14 ~ta~e.---~he--de~artmen~--~hai±--not±£y--all--a~se~~o~s--aftd 

15 a~~raieere--a~--least--6--mo~th~--before--e~eh ~ eehoei-~e 

16 ~ehed~ledo-All-assessor~-a~d-appra±~er~-shall-atteftdou 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 

18 existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

19 provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

20 [this act]. 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Codification instruction. ( 1) 

22 (Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

23 of Title 7, chapter 4, part 30, and the provisions of Title 

24 7 apply to [section 1]. 

25 (2) (Sections 2 and 3] are intended to be codified as 
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an integral part of Title 15, chapter 8, part 1, and the 

provisions of Title 15 apply to (sections 2 and 3). 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE 

APPLICABILITY. (THIS ACT) IS EFFECTIVE JANUARY l~l991, AND 

APPLIES TO AN ASSESSOR WHOSE TERM OF OFFICE BEGINS ON OR 

AFTER JANUARY 1, 1991. 

-End-

-6- HB 60 



f 

51st Legislature HB 0060/03 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HOUSE BILL NO. 60 

INTRODUCED BY HARRINGTON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SPECIFY 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY ASSESSOR; TO MANDATE 

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF COUNTY 

ASSESSORS; TO MANDATE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 

COUNTY ASSESSORS; ANB AMENDING SB€~i8NS SECTION 15-1-202 ANB 

%5-8-193, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN 

APPLICABILITY BA'I!B DATES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Qualifications for office of 

county assessor -- forfeiture of office. (1) In addition to 

the qualifications set forth in 7-4-2201, te-be-ef±~±bfe-for 

the-effiee-of-a~~e~~o~,--a--~e~sen--m~~t,--st--the--time--o£ 

e%ee~ien-or-appoifttment-to-o££iee7 -be-a-high-schooi-~radttate 

or--mtts~--have--been--±sstted-an-eq~ivaieney-e£-eompiet~en-of 

seeondary-ed~eat~on-ae-prov~ded-£or-in-i9-~-l3l-or-a-simiiar 

equ±vaieney--eertifieat±on--tsstted--by--another---state---or 

ju.rtsd±eti::ono 

ti7--Eaeh f~CH assessor, before entering the duties of 

his office, must: 

(a) take and file with the county clerk the 

constitutional oath of office; and 

~na ,..,,.,, •• Cuuodl 
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(b) certify to the county clerk that: 

( i) he has satisfactorily completed the assessor 

certification training as provided in (section 3iiL); or 

(ii) he intends to take the assessor certification 

training at the next offering. 

t3till An assessor forfeits his office for failure to 

take and satisfactorily complete the assessor certification 

training within 36 24 months after taking office by election 

or appointment or for failure to satisfactorily complete 

annual continuing education as provided in [section 3), 

unless the board of county commissioners finds that: 

(a) the assessor is excused for reasons beyond his 

control, including illness, a death in the family, or other 

good cause; or 

(b) there is no other qualified person available for 

appointment as assessor. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Purpose. The legislature 

hereby establishes a system of instruction, examination, and 

certification for all county assessors for the following 

purposes; 

(l) to establish and document the achievement of 

competency requirements for county assessors and to assure 

that all assessors possess and are able to apply the 

knowledge, skills, and abilities required in the daily 

performance of assessor duties; and 

-2- HB 60 
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(2) to benefit the interests of local government 

units, property taxpayers, and property tax administrators 

statewide by the professional development and increased 

competency of elected or appointed county assessors. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Assessor certification 

training and continuing education. (1) The department of 

revenue shall conduct annual assessor certification training 

and continuing education. The cost of conducting such 

education must be borne by the department. The department 

shall pay the mileage, AND per diem,-8nd-~8iary of each 

assessor attending and ~he-mi±e89e--~nd--per--diem--o~ each 

assessor-elect attending. 

( 2) The annual assessor certification training 

includes: 

(a) personal property assessment training; 

(b) training in fundamentals of real property 

appraisal in the course format of the international 

association of assessing officers; and 

(c) training in property tax administration, personnel 

management, fiscal management, public relations, assessor 

ethics, and related public management principles. 

(3) The annual assessor continuing education must 

include 18 hours of advanced training covering the subjects 

described in subsection (2). 

( 4) An assessor shall satisfactorily complete 18 hours 

-3- HB 60 
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of advanced training within a 3-year period. 

(5) The department shall issue an assessor a document 

acknowledging that he is a certified assessor upon his 

satisfactory completion of the training in subsection (2) 

and 18 months• service as an elected or appointed assessor. 

Section 4. section 15-1-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"15-1-202. Enforcement of revenue laws. ( 1) The 

department of revenue may direct proceedings, actions, and 

prosecutions to be instituted to enforce the laws relating 

to the penalties, liabilities, and punishment of public 

officials and persons or their agents for failure or neglect 

to comply with the provisions of the statutes governing the 

revenue of the state or municipal corporations. The 

department shall cause complaints to be made aga1nst 

assessors and other public officers to the proper district 

court for their removal from office for official misconductL 

er neglect of duty, or failure of an assessor to comply with 

the c~rtification or continuing education requirements of 

~s:-~l~!l ~l· 

(2) The department may require county attorneys to 

assist in the commencement and prosecution of actions and 

proceedings in their respective counties for penalties, 

forfeitures, removals, and punishment for violations of the 

laws of the state in respect to the assessment of property 

and other revenue laws or fo~_~_!!..I~-- of an assessor to ---- -------- -
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comply with the certification or continuing education 

requirements of [section ! ll· 
(3) Nothing in this section affects the authority of 

any other person, public officer, or public body to pursue 

any other legal process for the removal from office of an 

assessor who forfeits office for failure to comply with 

certification and continuing education requirements." 

Sectte A-§...- -5eet-i-e-n- -1-S--&-W" 3-r .._ r -~ i>!ttende<!- -t<t- -r..-a<i ~ 

4i5-8-~93o--Beps~~m~~~--to--ee~d~ee-a~sessin~ appraise% 

sehooiso--~he-depar~meftt-o£-re~e~tte-~~e!l-sched~re-and--ho%d 

erea--sehools--w±th~n-the-state-£or-appraisers-and-assessors 

a~-often-as--~t--eons±ders--neeessery.--~he--eosts--o£--stteh 

appra±sers--and--asse~se~~--a~~e~e~ng--shaii-be-berne-by-t"e 

~tate.---~he--depertme~t--sha%i--not±£y--a%%--a~~esser~--aftd 

appraise~s--at--least--6--month~--b~fore--stte" ~ se"oe%-is 

sehedtt%edo-All-a~se~eo~s-and-app~8±sers-s"aii-attendo• 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 5. TRANSITION. A PERSON WHO, ON 

[THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT], HOLDS THE OFFICE OF COUNTY 

ASSESSOR FORFEITS HIS OFFICE FOR FAILURE TO TAKE AND 

SATISFACTORILY COMPLETE THE ASSESSOR CERTIFICATION TRAINING 

AS PROVIDED IN [SECTION 3(2)] WITHIN 24 MONTHS AFTER [THE 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT] OR HIS APPOINTMENT TO THE 

OFFICE, WHICHEVER IS LATER, OR FOR FAILURE TO SATISFACTORILY 

COMPLETE ANNUAL CONTINUING EDUCATION AS PROVIDED IN [SECTION 

3], UNLESS THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FINDS THAT: 
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(1) THE ASSESSOR IS EXCUSED FOR REASONS BEYOND HIS 

CONTROL, INCLUDING ILLNESS, A DEATH IN THE FAMILY, OR OTHER 

GOOD CAUSE; OR 

~HERE IS NO OTHER QUALIFIED PERSQN AVAILABLE FOR 

APPOINTMENT AS ASSESSOR. 

NEW SECTION, Section 6. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act1 is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Codification instruction. ( 1) 

[Section 1} is intended to be codified as an integral part 

of Title 7, chapter 4, part 30, and the prav~sions of Title 

7 apply to [section 1]. 

( 2) (Sections 2 and 3} are intended to be codified as 

an integral part of Title 15, chapter B, part 1, and the 

provisions of Title 15 apply to [sections 2 and 3]. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE 

APPLICABILITY. (ll_ [THIS ACT] IS EFFECTIVE "__AMJAR¥ JULY 1, 

l99~7~A~-~PPblBS-~9-~N-ASSBSS9R-WH95B-~BRM-9P-8?PlEE-BE6INS 

8N-8R-~P~BR-aANH~R¥-±,-±99± l989. 

(2) [SECTION 1] APPLIES TO: 

(A) AN ASSESSOR WHO~_YERM OF OFFICE BEGINS ON OR 
---~---

AFTER JANUARY 1, 1991; OR 

(B) A PER~ON APPOINTED TO FILL THE TERM OF AN ASSESSOR 

WHOSE TERM OF OFFICE WOULD HAVE BEGUN ON JANUARY l, 1991, IF 
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1 THE APPOINTEE WAS APPOINTED BETWEEN THE TIME THAT THE 

2 ASSESSOR WAS ELECTED BUT PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 1991. 

3 (3) [SECTIONS 2 THROUGH 8) APPLY JULY 1, 1989, AND 

4 THEREAFTER. 

5 (4) [SECTION 5) TERMINATES JANUARY 1, 1991. 

-End-
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 1, 1989 

MR. PRESIDENT: 
We, your comm~ttee on Local Government, hav~nq had under 

consideration HB 60 (third reading copy -- blue:, respectfully 
report that HB 60 be amended and as so amended be concurred in: 

Sponsor: Harrington (Walker) 

1. Title, line 9. 
Following: "DATE" 
Strike: remainder of line 9 through ''DATES'' on line 10 

2. Page 2, line 8. 
Following: "-*" 
Strike: "24" 
Insert: "36" 

3. Page 5, line 17 through page 6, line 5. 
Strike: section 5 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

4. Page 6, line 18. 
Following: "JANBARY" 
Strike: "JULY" 
Insert: "JANUARY" 

5. Page 6, line 19. 
Following: line 18 
Insert: "1991." 

6. Page 6, line 20 through page 7, line 5. 
Following: "~" on line 20 
Str~ke: remainder of section 8 in ~ts entirety 

AND AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN 

SENATE 

scrhb060.301 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 60 

INTRODUCED BY HARRINGTON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ""AN ACT TO SPECIFY 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY ASSESSOR; TO MANDATE 

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF COUNTY 

ASSESSORS; TO MANDATE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 

COUNTY ASSESSORS; AHB AMENDING SE€~f6NS SECTION 15-1-202 ANB 

15-8-193, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE ANB AN 

APPbf€ABHd~'i BA~E BATES."" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Qualifications for office of 

county assessor -- forfeiture of office. (1) In addition to 

the qualifications set forth in 7-4-2201, to-be-ei~~i~le-ror 

the-oE£i~e-o£-a~~e~~or,--a--per~on--mtt~t,--at--the--time--o£ 

eleetioft-o~-appointment-to-o££i~e,-be-~-n±gh-~ehool-gradttate 

or--mtlst--have--been--i~~tted-an-eqtti¥aleney-o£-eo~plet~on-o£ 

~eeondary-edtleat±on-a~-provided-£or-in-%6-T-l3i-or-a-~imiiar 

eqttivaleney--eert±£ieation--i~s~ed--by--another---~tate---or 

jttri~dietiono 

t~t--Eaeh EACH assessor, before entering the duties of 

his office, must: 

(a) take and file with the county clerk the 

constitutional oath of office; and 

~•n• '-•"'"""" Cou~l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0060/04 

(b) certify to the county clerk that: 

( i 1 he has satisfactorily completed the assessor 

certification training as provided in [section 31_:u_]; or 

(ii) he intends to take the assessor certification 

training at the next offering. 

t3t~ An assessor forfeits his office for failure to 

take and satisfactorily complete the assessor certification 

training within 36 ~4 )~ months after taking office by 

election or appointment or for failure to satisfactorily 

complete annual continuing education as provided ~n (section 

3}, unless the board of coun:y commissioners Eir~d::> tt'.~t: 

{a) the assessor is excused for reasons o~;-nd his 

control, including illness, a death in the fa~ily, Jr other 

good cause; or 

(b) there is no other qualified person available for 

appointment as assessor. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Purpose. The legislature 

hereby establishes a system of instruction, examir1ation, and 

certification for all county assesso~s for the following 

p;_;_rpose5: 

(1) to establish and document the achievement of 

competency requirements for county assessors and to assure 

that all assessors possess and are able to apply the 

knowledge, skills, and abilities required in the daily 

performance of assessor duties; and 

-2- HB 60 
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l [2) to benefit the interests of local government l of advanced training within a 3-year period. 

2 units, property taxpayers, and property tax administrators (5) The department shall issue an assessor a document 

3 statewide by the professional development and increased 3 acknowledging that he is a certified assessor upon his 

4 competency of elected or appointed county assessors. 4 satisfactory completion of the training in subsection (2) 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Assessor cer:-tification 5 and :a ~cnths' service as an elected or appcinted assessor. 

6 training and ·cant inuing education. ill The department of 6 Section 4. Section 15-l-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 revenue shall conduct annual assessor certification training 7 ''15-1~202. Enforcement of revenue laws. ( l) The 

8 and cont~nu1ng education. The cost of conducting such 8 depa:tment of revenue may direct proceedings, actions, and 

9 education m~st be born~ by the department. The department 9 prosecutions to be instituted to enforce the laws relating 

10 shall pay the mileage 7 AND per diem;-and-~alary of each 10 to the penalties, liabilities, and p~nlshme11t of publ1c 

11 assessor atten~~ng and th~-mii~age--and--per--diem--ef eact1 11 officials and persons or their agents for fail11re -::,r c eglect 

12 assPssor-elect attending. 12 to comply with the provisions of the statutes governLny the 

l3 (2) The annual dssessor cert~fication cra1ning 13 revenue 8t the state or municipal corporations. The 

14 lncludes: 14 department shall cause compLaints ::o be made against 

15 (a) personal property assessment training; 15 assessors and other public offlcers to the proper district 

16 I b) training in fundamentals oE real property 16 court for their remcval from office for official ~isconductL 

17 appraisal in the course formdt of the intern~tional 17 et' neglect of duty..!_~r failure of a.r< assessor to comp!.Y__~._ith 

18 association of assessing officers; drJd 18 the certification or contlnulng educatior reaulrements of 

19 (C) training in property tax admini~tration, persOililel 19 ~ectio_n J_l. 

20 management, fiscal management, public relations, asse:.>:.>ur 20 ( 2) The department mc:iy require county attorneys to 

2l ethics, and related public management priilciples. 2l assist in the commencement and prosecution of actions and 

22 (3) The annu~l assessor continuing education must 22 proceedings in their respective count1es for pendlties, 

23 include 18 hours of advanced training covering the subjects 23 forfeitures, removals, and punishment fur violatiOilS of the 

24 described in subsection (2). 24 laws of the state in r~spect to the assessment of property 

25 14) An assessor shall satisfactorily complete 18 hours 25 and other reventle laws or for an assessor to 
~-----

failure 
-~-----

of 
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comply with the certification or continuing education 

requirements of {section ~ ll· 

{3) Nothing in this section affects the authority of 

any other ~son, public officer, or public body to pursue 

any other legal process for the removal from office of an 

assessor who forfeits office for failure to comply with 

certification and continuing education requirements.'' 

See-t-ie A- fi,.- -5eet-i-en--:t-5-8-~ 3- r -Me-1\- .--~-~-I=- -=<t<l- ~ 

nxs-8-i93o--B~~artment--to--eo"dtle~-essessi~9 ap~~eisat 

s~hoolso--The-department-of-re~enue-~ha±r-~ehedn±e-and--hoid 

area--~enoo~s--with±"-the-state-Eor-eppre±~er~-a"~-asse~sor~ 

as-ofte"-as--it--eo"s~ders--neeesseryo--~he--eosts--o£--stleh 

appraisers--and--assessors--attend±n9--~haii-be-borne-by-the 

~tateo---~he--~e~a~tme~t--~heiT--~ot±fy--aTT--a~~e~~or~--an~ 

appraisers--at--least--6--months--before--stt~h ~ school-±s 

sched~ledo-All-assessers-and-appra~sers-shall-attend,u 

NEW-SEE~f6N~--~lH)~~--~RANSf~f6N~--A-PER56N-WH67-6N 

t~HE-EPPEE~fVE-8A~B-6P-~HfS-AE~f7-HBbBS-~HB-8PPf€E-8P-€86N~¥ 

ASSBSS8R--P8RPBf~S-~HfS-~8PFf€B--P8R~-pAfb6RB--~8--~AKB--ANB 

~A~fSPA€~8Rfb¥--€6MPbB~B-~HB-A55B556R-€ER~fPf€A~f6N-~RAfNfN6 

AS-PR6VfBEB-fN-fSB€'!'f6N-3ti!tf-Wf~HfN-i!4--M6N~HS--AP~ER--t~H13 

BPPBE~fVE--BAPB--6P--~HfS--A€~f--8R--HfS--APP6fN~MBN~-~8-~HB 

8PPf€E,-WHf€HEVBR-f5-~A~ER7-6R-P6R-PAfb6RE-~6-SA~f5PA€~8Rfb¥ 

€6MPbE~E-ANN6Ab-€6N~fN6fNG-EB6€A~f6N-AS-PR6VfBEB-fN-fSEE~f6N 

3f,-HHbESS-~HE-B8ARB-6P-E66H~¥-€6MMf5Sf8HERS~PfHBS-PHA~< 
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tft--~HE-ASSESSBR-fS-BH€6SEB--P6R--RBA58NS--BE¥6N8--HIS 

E6N~R8b 7 --fN€b6BING-IbbNESS,-A-BEA~H-fN~~HE-PAMfb¥,"~~-6~HER 

666B-EABSE7-6R 

ti!t--~HERE-fS-N8-6~HER-~BAbfFfEB-PBRS6N-~AVAfbABbE-~P6R 

APP6fN'l'MENP-AS-ASSES56R, 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of [this act] is extended to the provisions of 

[this act]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Codification instruction. (l) 

[Section lj is intended to be codified as dn tJJ~~y:d. pd:t 

of Title 7, chapter 4, part 30, and the provisi~ns ~:tle 

7 apply to [section 1]. 

(2) [Sections 2 and 3] are intended to be codified as 

an integral part of Title 15, chapter 8, part l, and the 

provisions of Title 15 apply to [sections 2 and 3]. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DA'!'E 

APPbf€ABfbf~¥. i!i [THIS ACT] IS EFFECTIVE 3ANBAR~ 3Bb> 

JANUARY 1, 1991. ±99±,-AN8-APPbfES-~6-AN-ASSESS6R-WH656-~BRM 

8P-6P"fEE-BEGfNS-6N-BR-AP~ER-d~N6AR¥-±,-±99± ±989. 

t2t--fSEE~f8N~±f-APPbfES-P8< 

tAt--I\N-ASSE556R-WH6SE-~ERM- -6P- -8PPt€~E~ ~ BESf NS- -BN --6R 

AP~ER-3ANHAR¥-f,-±99±7-6R 

tBt--A-PERSSN~APP8IN~BB~~S-Pfbb-~HE-~ERM~BP-AN-ASSESS6R 

WH85E-~ERM"~E>P~6PFfEE-W66b8-HAVE-8EGHN-8N"-<01AN!JA!'¥~!"'"-!9"9±7-!~ 
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l THE--APP9iHTEE--WAS--APP9iHTEB--BETWEEH--THE--TiME--THAT-THE 

2 ASSESS9R-WAS-EbE€TEB-B~T-PRi9R-T9-oAH~AR¥-l7-l99l~ 

3 t3t--fSE€Tf9HS-r-THR9~6H-B-j-APPb¥--a~c¥--l 7 --l9697--AHB 

4 '!'HEREAFTER~ --------

, Hz--tsEe'!'teN-s-t-TERM'I'NATEs~d~.N~AR¥-l,-l99l~ 

-End-
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