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HOUSE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY WHALEN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO ERECT CERTAIN WELCOME AND FAREWELL 

SIGNS; PROVIDING GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE SIGNS; 

PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT OF THE COSTS FROM THE LODGING FACILITY 

USE TAX; AMENDING SECTION 15-65-121, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Welcome and fa["ewell signs at borders of 

Montana. Subject to the provisions of federal law, the 

department shall erect at the point where each highway 

designated on the federal-aid highway system, as provided in 

60-l-103, enters and leaves Montana a welcome sign visible 

to incoming travelers and a farewell sign inviting departing 

travelers to return. The department shall design, construct, 

and erect the signs to conform to the following 

specifications: 

(1) On the federal-aid interstate system: 

{a) at each entrance to Montana, the sign must be at 

least 16 feet wide and 8 feet tall, mounted on support 

standards of sufficient height to allow ready visibility by 

motorists, in the shape of the state of Montana, bearing in 
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LC 0588/01 

the upper left quadrant in legible script the words 11 Welcome 

to'', To the right of and below those words, the sign must 

bear an oval enclosing a mountain skyline over which is 

superimposed in the Roman type style the name "MONTANA 11 • The 

sign should conform in color and appearance to the ''Welcome 

to Montana'' signs designed by the department to be erected 

during the biennium ending June 30, 1989. 

(b) at each exit from Montana, the sign must be of the 

same shape and design as in subsection (l)(a} but the text 

must be an appropriate farewell and invitation to return. 

(2) On the federal-aid primary system, the greeting 

and farewell signs must be similar to those shown in the 

design dated July 16, 1962, and formerly in use on Montana's 

border. The signs must have a width of approximately 17 1/2 

feet and a height of approximately 10 feet, 

support posts, and: 

including 

(a} at each entrance to Montana must bear the message: 

''The Gate is Open 

Welcome to 

MONTANA"; and 

{b) at each exit from Montana must bear the message: 

11 So Long! 

Come Again to 

MONTANA 11
• 

(3) On the federal-aid secondary system, the welcome 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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and farewell signs must be of the same design and text as 

those placed on the federal-aid interstate system 

provided in subsection (1) except that each sign may be 

larger than a feet wide and 4 feet tall. 

Section 2. Nonapplicability. The provisions 

as 

no 

of 

[section l] requiring the department to design, construct, 

and erect welcome and farewell signs at the borders of 

Montana do not apply to a location where the department has 

erected a sign of similar design and purpose since July 1, 

1987, regardless of whether the sign meets the size 

specifications of (section 1). 

Section 3. Section 15-61J-121, MCA, is amended tu read: 

"15-65-121. (Temporary) Distribution of tax proceeds 

general fund loan authority. (1} ·rhe proceeds of the tax 

imposed by 15-65-lll must be deposited in an account in the 

state special revenue fund to the credit of the department 

of revenue. The departmer1t i~ statutorily appropriated, as 

provided in 17-7-502, 2% of that account each reporting 

period for the costs of collecling a.nd disbursing the 

proceeds of the tax. The balance of the tax proceeds 

received each reporting period and not deducted pursuant to 

the statutory a.ppropriation for collection and disbursement 

is stalutorily appropriated as provided in 17-7-502 and must 

be transferred to an account in the state special revenue 

fund to the credit of the depdrtment of commerce for tourism 
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promotion and promotion of the state as a location for the 

production of motion pictures and television commercials and 

for welcome and farewell signs to be erected by the 

department of highways on the federal-aid highway system, to 

the Montana historical society, and to the university 

system, as follows: 

(a) 1% to the Montana historical society to be used 

for the installation or maintenance of roadside his:orical 

signs and historic sites; 

(b) 2. 5% to the university system for the 

establishment and maintenance of a Montana travel research 

program; and 

(c) the balance of the proceeds as follows; 

(i) 75% to be used directly by the department of 

commerce.!. ____ E..!:E_vided that trom the proceeds dur1ng the 

bi~_!!.!:!_l_um_J?_~inning Ju~ 1, 1989, the department of conunerct! 

shal!_ t_!"~_0s(er to the department of hiqh....,ays an amount 

§_~i_!:_icenl _!~y_~e costs of the s_iqns the department of 

highways i~ ---~-~ql:lir~q ___ ~n-~e-~ --~-'!~_____12_r:.?_"!_Lsi~~_§_o_~ (sec;_~ion !J to 

des~_gn, construe_!:_!'._ ~n1_ __ ~~~_«_:"!_; 

(ii) except as provided in subsection (l)(c)(iii), 25% 

to be distributed by the department to regional nonprofit 

tourism corporations in the ratio of the proceeds collected 

in e~ch tourism region to the total proceeds collected 

stdt~....,ide: 

-.\-
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(iii) if 25% of the proceeds collected annually within 

the limits of a city or consolidated city-county exceeds 

$35,000, 50% of the amount available for distribution to the 

regional nonprofit tourism corporation in the region where 

the city or consolidated city-county is located is to be 

distributed to the nonprofit convention and visitors bureau 

in that city or consolidated city-county. 

(2) If a city or consolidated city-county qualifies 

under this section for funds but fails to either recognize a 

nonprofit convention and visitors bureau or submit and gain 

approval for an annual marketing plan as required in 

15-65-122, then those funds must be allocated to the tourism 

region in which the city or consolidated city-county is 

located. 

(3) If a regional nonprofit tourism corporation fails 

to submit and gain approval for an annual marketing plan as 

required in 15-65-122, then those funds otherwise allocated 

to the regional nonprofit tourism corporation may be used by 

the department of commerce for tourism promotion and 

promotion of the state as a location for the production of 

motion pictures and television commercials. 

(4) The department of commerce may use general fund 

loans for efficient implementation of this section. 

lS-65-121. (Effective July 1, 1989) Distribution of 

tax proceeds general fund loan authority. (l) The 
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proceeds of the tax imposed by 15-65-111 must be deposited 

in an account in the state special revenue fund to the 

credit of the department of revenue. The department may 

spend from that account in accordance with an expenditure 

appropriation by the legislature based on an estimate of the 

costs of collecting and disbursing the proceeds of the tax. 

The balance of the 

period and not 

tax proceeds received each reporLing 

deducted pursuant to the expenditu~e 

appropriation is statutorily appropriated, as provided in 

17-7-502, and must be transferred to an account in the state 

special revenue fund to the credit of the department of 

commerce for tourism promotion and promotion of the state as 

a location for the production of motion pictures and 

television commercials and for welcome and fare~N_ell signs to 

be erec~ed by the department of high~Nays on the federal-aid 

highway system, to the Montana historical society, and to 

the university system, as follows: 

(a) 1% to the Montana historical society to be used 

for the installation or maintenance of roadside historical 

signs and historic sites; 

(b) 2. 5% to the university system for the 

establishment and maintenance of a Montana travel research 

program; and 

(c) the balance of the proceeds as follows: 

(i) 75% to be used directly by the department of 
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commerceL._ provided that from the pr~ceeds dur inq the 

biennium beginning July 1, 1989, the department of commerce 

shall transfer to the department of high~?. ___ an amount 

sufficent to Eay the costs of the signs the ?epartment of 

highways is required under the provisions of [ses:~~__9_n l J to 

design, construct, and er~~~; 

(ii) except as provided in subsection (l){c)(iii), 25% 

to be distributed by the department to regional nonprofit 

tourism corporations in the ratio of the proceeds collected 

in each tourism reg1on to the total proceeds collected 

statewide; 

(iii) if 2~i of the procePds collected annually within 

the limits of a cily or consolidated city-county exceeds 

$35,000, 50% of the amount available for distribution to the 

regional nonprofit tourism corporation in the region where 

the city or consolidated city-county is located is to be 

distributed to the nonprofit convention and visitors bureau 

1n that city or consolidated city-cuunty. 

(2) If a city or consolidated city-county qualifies 

under this section for funds but fails to either recognize a 

nonprofit convention and visitors bureau or submit and gain 

approval for a11 annual marketing plan as required 1n 

15-65-122, then those funds must be allocated to the tourism 

region in which the city or consolidated city-county is 

located. 
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(3) If a regional nonprofit tourism corporation fails 

to submit and gain approval for an annual marketing plan as 

required in 15-65-122, then those funds otherwise allocated 

to the regional nonprofit tourism corporation may be used by 

the department of conunerce for tourism promJtiJn and 

promotion of the state as a location for the production of 

motion pictures and television corrunercials. 

(4) The department of commerce may use general fund 

loans for efficient implementation of this sectio~.·· 

Section 4. Costs to be paid from proceeds ·of lodging 

facility use tax. The department of commercR sha:i 

from the distrihutiOt) under l5-65-l2l(l)(c)(i) 

transfer 

to the 

department of highways a portion of the proceeds of the tax 

collected under 15-65-111 during lhe biennium beginning July 

1, 1989, sufficient to pay all costs incurred by the 

departmer1t of highways to design, construct, and erect the 

signs provided for in [section 1]. 

Section 5. Extension of authority. Ar:y existing 

authority to make rules on the subject of the provisions of 

[this act] is extended to the provisions of [this act]. 

Section 6. Codification instruction. lSections 1, 2, 

and 4] are intended to be codified as an integral par~ of 

Title 60, chapter 2, part 2, and the provisions of Title 60, 

ch~pter 2, part 2, apply to [sections 1, 2, and 4]. 

Section 7. I-:ftective date -- termindl ion. [':'his act] 

-B-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

ln compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB056 , as introduced • 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act directing the Department of Highways to erect certain welcome and farewell signs; providing general 
specifications for the signs; providing for payment of costs from the lodging facility use tax; amending Section 
15-65-121, MCA; and providing an effective date and a determination date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The WELCOME signs erected in FY88 meet the requirements of section 2, "nonapplicability". 
2. Each WELCOME sign presently erected will be matched with a FAREWELL sign of similar shape and size, 

including those signs on the primary system. 
3. Entrances on the interstate, primary highways, and all but 16 secondary highways have WELCOME signs - a 

total of 29 signs. 
4. Vandalism and replacement costs will be based on 10% of the installation costs. A sign 1 s life is 10 years. 

Construction supervision and design costs are not included in the installation costs. 
5. Costs related to the new required signs will be incurred in FY90. 
6. No maintenance or replacement costs during FY89. 
7. FAREWELL sign costs will be the same as the WELCOME signs installed in FY88. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY90 FY91 
Current Proposed Current. Proposed 

Expenditures: Law Law Difference Law Law Difference 
Operating Expenses 

$ -0- $112,252 $112,252 $ -0- $ 6,600 $ 6,600 
Funding: 

Lodging Facility -0- $112,252 $112,252 -0- -0- -0-
Use Tax 

Highway Earmarked -0- -0- -0- -0- $ 6,600 $ 6,600 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES: 

Sign locations on fourteen of the sixteen secondary highways will come under county jurisdiction. This means that 
the counties will be responsible for sign maintenance, an estimated $2,400 annual cost for ten years. 

~ S~Kr DIREctOR /(f(?i :~~~~~~~- /-//-~~ 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS • TRANSPORTATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY WHALEN, GIACOMETTO 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED; "'AN ACT DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO DESIGN, ERECT, AND MAINTAIN 

CERTAIN WELCOME AND FAREWELL SIGNS; PROVIDING CERTAIN 

EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE SIGNS; 

PR6Y!B!N8-P6R-PA¥MBN~-6P-~HB-e6S~S-PR6M-~HB-b6B6!NG~PAe!b!~Y 

BSB-~AM~~AMBNB!NG~SBe~!SN-±5-65~1~1,--MeA~ AUTHORIZING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND MONEY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF THIS ACT; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE ANB-A-~BRM!NA'U6N-BA~B." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(Refer to Introduced Bill) 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Welcome and farewell signs 

design, erection, maintenance completion date 

exceptions -- use of existing signsa (1) (a) The department 

shall: 

(i) design, erect, and maintain welcome and farewell 

signs within Montana at the nearest practical location to 

the border of the state where each federal-aid interstate 

highway, except interstate 90 at the Montana-Idaho border in 

Mineral County, and each federal-aid primary highway enters 

~"" UO'""«vo Council 
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or leaves Montana; 

(ii) select locations for the signs consistent with the 

requirements for public safety and maximum visibility and 

with all applicable provisions of federal law; and 

(iii) subject to the exception in subsection (l)(a), 

complete the construction and erection of welcome and 

farewell signs: 

(A) on the four interstate highways and on highway 212 

in Carter County before July l, 1991; and 

(B) on the remainder of the primary highways at the 

earliest possible date. 

[b) However, nothing in this subsection (1) prevents 

the department from constructing and erecting signs on the 

remaining primary highways before July 1, 1991. 

(2) Except as provided in subsection {3), the welcome 

and farewell signs must be: 

(a) (i) on the interstate system, approximately 20 

feet high and 38 feet wide; and 

{ii) on the primary system, approximately 8 feet high 

and 16 feet wide; 

(b) of substantial timber and plank construction, 

similar to those shown in the design dated July 16, 1962, 

and formerly 1n use at Montana's borders, with the 

inscriptions: 

(i) at each entrance to Montana: 

-2- HB 56 

SECOND READING 
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"The Gate is Open 

Welcome to 

MONTANA" ; and 

(ii) at each exit from Montana: 

5 11 80 Long! 

6 Come Again to 

7 MONTANA". 

HB 0056/02 

8 (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2), 

9 welcome or farewell signs in place on the interstate highway 

10 system on (the effective date of this act) and required to 

11 be replaced under the provisions of [this act) must be 

12 utilized at locations on the primary highway system as long 

13 as those signs remain serviceable. When those signs are no 

14 longer serviceable, they must be replaced on the primary 

15 systems with signs described in subsection (2). 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Department authorized to 

17 accept and expend funds for welcome and farewell signs. The 

18 department may accept money from other state agencies, 

19 federal agencies, or private persons for the purposes of 

20 [this act] and may expend the money received for those 

21 purposes. 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 3. COdification instruction. 

23 {Sections 1 and 2) are intended to be codified as an 

24 

2"> 

integral part of Title 60, 

provisions of Title 60, 

chapter 2, 

chapter 2, 

-3-

part 2, 

part 2, 

and the 

apply to 

HB ">6 
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HB 0056/02 

[sections land 2]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. (This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- HB 56 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY WHALEN, GIACOMETTO 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO DESIGN, ERECT, AND MAINTAIN 

CERTAIN WELCOME AND FAREWELL SIGNS; PROVIDING CERTAIN 

EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE SIGNS; 

PR9Yl91NS-P9R-Pl\¥MB~-9P-~HB-e9S~S-PReM-~HB-&eB61NS-PAet&f~¥ 

8SB-~l\HT-AMBNBIN6-SB€~19N-i5-65-lii,--M€AT AUTHORIZING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND MONEY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF THIS ACT; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE 1\NB-1\-~BRMINI\~IBN-91\~B." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(Refer to Introduced Bill) 

St~ike everything afte~ the enacting clause and insert: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. welcoae and farewell siqns 

design, erection, aaintenance co.pletion date 

e~ceptions -- use of ezisting signs. (1) (a) The department 

shall: 

(i) design, erect, and maintain welcome and farewell 

signs within Montana at the nearest practical location to 

the border of the state where each federal-aid interstate 

highway, except interstate 90 at the Montana-Idaho border in 

Mineral County, and each federal-aid primary highway enters 

~-···<-
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or leaves Montana: 

(ii) select locations for the signs consistent with the 

requirements for public safety and maximum visibility and 

with all applicable provisions of federal law; and 

(iii) subject to the exception in subsection tl)(a), 

complete the construction and erection of welcome and 

farewell signs: 

(A) on the four interstate highways and on highway 212 

in Carter County before July 1, 1991; and 

(B) on the remainder of the primary highways. at the 

earliest possible date. 

lb) However, nothing in this subsection (l) prevents 

the department from constructing and erecting signs on the 

remaining primary highways before July 1, 1991. 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), the welcome 

and farewell signs must be: 

(a) (i) on the interstate system, approximately 20 

feet high and 38 feet wide; and 

(ii) on the primary system, approximately 8 feet high 

and 16 feet wide: 

(b) of substantial timber and plank construction, 

similar to those shown in the design dated July 16, 1962, 

and formerly in use at Montana's borders, with the 

inscriptions: 

(i) at each entrance to Montana: 

-2- HB 56 
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"The Gate is Open 

Welcome to 

MONTANA": and 

(ii) at each exit from Montana: 

"So Long! 

Come Again to 

MONTANA". 

HB 0056/02 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2), 

9 welcome or farewell signs in place on the interstate highway 

10 system on [the effective date of this act] and required to 

11 be replaced under the provisions of [this act) must be 

12 utilized at locations on the primary highway system as long 

13 as those signs remain serviceable. When those signs are no 

14 longer serviceable, they must be replaced on the primary 

15 systems with signs described in subsection (2). 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Depart•ent authorized to 

17 accept and expend funds for welco•e and farewell si9ns. The 

18 department may accept money from other state agencies, 

19 federal agencies, or private persons for the purposes of 

20 (this act] and may expend the money received for those 

21 purposes. 

22 

23 

NEW SECTION. 

{Sections l and 

Section 3. Codification instruction. 

2) are intended to be codified as an 

24 integral part of Title 60, chapter 2, part 2, and the 

25 provisions of Title 60, chapter 2, part 2, apply to 

-3- HB 56 
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(sections 1 and 2). 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act I is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- HB 56 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY WHALEN, GIACOMETTO 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO DESIGN, ERECT, AND MAINTAIN 

CERTAIN WELCOME AND FAREWELL SIGNS; PROVIDING CERTAIN 

EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE SIGNS; 

PReY~B~NS-PBR-PAYMBN~-9P-~HB-€9S~S-PR9M-THB-b9B6fNG-PA€fbfT¥ 

BSB-TAM~-AMBNBING-SB€Tf8N-t5-65-til,--M€A~ AUTHORIZING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND MONEY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF THIS ACT; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE ANB-A-TBRMHiAT~8N-BA~E." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(Refer to Introduced Bill) 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Welcome and farewell signs 

designr erectionr .aintenance completion date 

exceptions -- use of existing signs. (l) (a) The department 

shall: 

(i) design, erect, and maintain welcome and farewell 

signs within Montana at the nearest practical location to 

the border of the state where each federal-aid interstate 

highway, except interstate 90 at the Montana-Idaho border in 

Mineral County, and each federal-aid primary highway enters 
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or leaves Montana; 

(ii) select locations for the signs consistent with the 

requirements for public safety and maximum visibility and 

with all applicable provisions of federal law; and 

(iii) subject to the exception in subsection (l)(a), 

complete the construction and erection of welcome and 

farewell signs: 

(A) on the four interstate highways and on highway 212 

in Carter County before July 1, 1991; and 

(B) on the remainder of the primary highways at the 

earliest possible date. 

(b) However, nothing in this subsection (l) prevents 

the department from constructing and erecting signs on the 

remaining primary highways before July 1, 1991. 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), the welcome 

and farewell signs must be: 

(a) (i) on the interstate system, approximately 20 

feet high and 38 feet wide; and 

(ii} on the primary system, approximately 8 feet high 

and 16 feet wide; 

(b) of substantial timber and plank construction, 

similar to those shown in the design dated July 16, 1962, 

and formerly in use at Montana•s borders, with the 

inscriptions: 

(i) at each entrance to Montana: 

-2- HB 56 
THIRD READING 

SECOND PRINTING 
AS A!£NDED 



1 

2 

3 

4 

!) 

6 

7 

8 

"The Gate is Open 

Welcome to 

MONTANA" ; and 

(ii) at each exit from Montana: 

"So Long! 

Come Again to 

MONTANA". 

HB 0056/03 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2), 

9 welcome or farewell signs in place on the interstate highway 

10 system on [the effective date of this act] and required to 

11 be replaced under the provisions of [this act] must be 

12 utilized at locations on the primary highway system as long 

13 

14 

as those signs remain serviceable. When those signs are no 

longer serviceable, they must be replaced on the primary 

15 systems with signs described in subsection (2). 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Department authorized to 

17 accept and expend funds for welcome and farewell signs. The 

18 department may accept money from other state agencies, 

19 federal agencies, or private persons for the purposes of 

20 (this act} and may expend the money received for those 

21 purposes. THERE IS APPROPRIATED FOR THE 1990-91 BIENNIUM 

22 $25,000 FROM THE HIGHWAY SPECIA~ REVENUE FUND TO PAY TOWARD 

23 THIS PROJECT. 

24 NEW SECTION. Sec~on 3. Codification instruction. 

25 [Sections 1 and 2] are intended to be codified as an 

-3- HB 56 
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integral part of Title 60, chapter 2, part 2, and the 

provisions of Title 60, chapter 2, part 2, apply to 

[sections 1 and 2]. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

.,. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY WHALEN, GIACOMETTO 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO DESIGN, ERECT, AND MAINTAIN 

CERTAIN WELCOME AND FAREWELL SIGNS; PROVIDING CERTAIN 

EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE SIGNS; 

PR9YiBiNG-P9R-P~YMENT-9P-THB-E9ST5-PR9M-THE-b9B6iHG-P~EibfTY 

eSB-T~K 7-~BNBiNG-SBETi9N-l5-65-l~l,--MEAr AUTHORIZING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND MONEY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF THIS ACT; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE ANB-A-TBRM'I'N~Tf9H-B~TE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(Refer to Introduced Bill) 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Welcome and farewell signs 

design, erection, aaintenance completion date 

exceptions -- usc of existing signs. (1) (a) The department 

~hall: 

(i) design, erect, and maintain welcome and farewell 

signs within Montana at the nearest practical location to 

the border of the state where each federal-aid interstate 

highway, except interstate 90 at the Montana-Idaho border in 

Mineral County, and each federal-aid primary highway enters 
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or leaves Montana; 

(ii) select locations for the signs consistent with the 

requirements for public safety and maximum visibility and 

with all applicable provisions of federal law; and 

(iii) subject to the exception in subsection (l)(a), 

complete the construction and erection of welcome and 

farewell signs: 

(A) on the four interstate highways and on highway 212 

in Carter County before July 1, 1991; and 

(B) on the remainder of the primary highways at the 

earliest possible date. 

(b) However, nothing in this subsection ( 1) prevents 

the department from constructing and erecting signs on the 

remaining primary highways before July 1, 1991. 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), the welcome 

and farewell signs must be: 

(a) (i) on the interstate system, approximalely 20 

feet high and 38 feet wide; and 

{ii) on the primary system, approximately 8 feet high 

and 16 fPpt wide; 

(b) of substantial timber and plank construction, 

similar to those shown in the design dated July 16, 1962, 

and formerly in use at Montana's borders, 

inscriptions: 

(i) at each entrance to Montana: 

-2-
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"The Gate is Open 

Welcome to 

MONTANA"; and 

(ii) at each exit from Montana: 

"So Long! 

Come Again to 

MONTANA 11
• 

8 (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2), 

9 welcome or farewell signs in place on the interstate highway 

10 system on (the effective date of this act] and required to 

11 be replaced under the provisions of (this act] must be 

12 utilized at locations on tt)e primary highway system as lQW~ 

13 as those signs remain serviceable. When those signs are no 

14 longer serviceable, they must be replaced on the primary 

15 systems with signs described in subsection (2). 

16 NEW SECTION, Section 2. Department authorized to 

17 accept and expend funds for welcome and farewell signs. The 

18 department may accept money from other state agencies, 

19 federal agencies, or private persons for the purposes of 

20 [this act] dnd may expend the money received for those 

21 purpose::i. TH!::RE IS APPROPRIA'T'£0 FOR THE 1990-91 BIENNIUM --- ------~------

22 ~25,000 FROM THE HIGHWAY SPECIAL REVENUE FUND TO PAY TOWARD 

23 THIS PROJECT. 

24 N<:w SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. 

25 jSections 1 and 21 are intended to be codified a_s an 
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integral part of Title 60, chapter 2, part 2, and the 

2 provisions of Title 60, chapter 2, pdrt 2, apply to 

3 {sections land 2). 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [Th1s act i is 

5 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

- ·1 CIS ?9 
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STAN STEPHENS 
GOVERNOR 

itatr of !~ontana 
Q!)ffirt of tift Oiourrnor 

ifl;tltnn, !Uontnnn 59620 
406·<1<1<1·3111 

April 21, 1989 

The Honorable John Vincent 
Speaker of the House 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

The Honorable Jack Galt 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Representative Vincent and Senator Galt: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the 
Constitution and laws of the State of Montana, I hereby make the 
following line-item veto to House Bill 56, "AN ACT DIRECTING THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO DESIGN, ERECT AND MAINTAIN CERTAIN 
WELCOME AND FAREWELL SIGNS; PROVIDING CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS; 
PROVIDING GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE SIGNS; PR9ViBiH8-P9R 
PA¥HEN~-9P--~HE-€9S~S-PR9M-~E-~9B8iN8-PA€i~i~-HSB-~AMr-AMEHBiN8 
SEe~iSH-%5-65-%~%7-MeAr AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS TO 
ACCEPT AND EXPEND MONEY FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS ACT; AND 
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AHB-A-~ERMiNA~i9H-BA~E." 

Pursuant to section 5-4-303, MCA, and Article VI, Section 10 
of the Montana Constitution I disapprove and object to the 
appropriation for the 1990-1991 biennium of $25,000 from the 
Highway Special Revenue Fund to pay toward this project. 

I therefore line-item veto the 
appropriation of $25,000 in its entirety. 

1990-1991 biennium 

Such appropriation amount is found on page 3, line 22 of the 
Reference Copy of House Bill 56. At the time of signing this 
bill, I append to the bill my statement of the line-item veto, 
the item objected and my reason for objection. 

I will direct the Departments of 
use such other funds received from 
purposes of accomplishing this act. 

Commerce and Highways to 
private persons for the 

I believe that civic 



The Honorable John Vincent 
The Honorable Jack Galt 
April 21, 1989 
Page Two 

organizations can JO~n in a partnership with the State to fund 
this project without the need of increased government spending. 

STAN STEPHENS 
Governor 




