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A BILL FOR AN ACT EWRTITLED: "AN ACT 'TO SPECIFY
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY CORONER AND TO
MANDATE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CORONER AND DEPUTY

CORONERS: AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2901 AND 7-4-2902, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Qualifications for office of
county coroner. (1} In addition to the qualifications set
forth in 7-4-2201, to be eligible for the office of coroner,
at the time of election or appointment to cffice a person
must be:

(a) 23 years of age or older; and

{b) a high school graduate or holder of an equivalency
of completion of secondary education as provided by the
superintendent of public instruction under 20-7-131 or of an
eguivalency issued by another state or jurisdiction.

(2) Each coroner, before entering the duties of his
office, wust:

(a) take, and file with the county clerk, the
constitutional cath of office; and

(b} certify to the county clerk that:

(i} he has satisfactorily completed the basic coroner

Z\,}on tana Legisfative Councii

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0680/01

course of study previded in [section 4] or that he has
completed the equivalent educational requirements approved
by the Montana corcner's association; or

(ii}) he intends to take the basic coroner course at
the next offering of the course if the coroner has been
appointed or was elected by other than a 1local government
general election and, from the date of appaointment or
election and assumption of his duties as coroner, no basic
coroner course was offered. A corcner forfeits his office
for failure to take and satisfactorily complete the next
offering of the basic coroner course.

Section 2. Section 7-4-2902, MCA, is amended to read:

"71-4-2902. Justice;cf——peace——to—-act—~as Vacancy in

office ©f county coroner or disqualification of coroner in

epreain-cases. (1) The coroner, or the board of county

commjissioners if the corconer is unable or refuses to act,

shall request the coroner or a qualified deputy coroner of

another county to be acting county coroner if the coroner:

(a) If-the-office-of-corener-is-vacant-or-he is absent
or unable to attends--the--dutiesa——of--hia--effice--may~-be
disshargqad--by-—any- -justice-of-the-pence-vf-the-county-with
the-tike-authosrity-and-subiect-to-the-same——-abltigatiens——and

penalties--as-the-coroners to his duties or if the ocffice of

coroner is vacant and there are no qualified deputies

available;

INTRODUCED BILL
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(b} is related to the deceased;

(c} is a potential party in an action ccncerning the

death or his inquiry into the death may pose a conflict of

interest;

{d) has not successfully completed the basic coroner

course required in [section 4] and there are no gualified

deputies available; or

{e) is disgqualified under the provisions of 46-4-201.

{2) The salary of and expenses incurred by an acting

coroner on_behalf of a requesting county are an allowable

charge against the requesting county A-juatice-sf-the--peace

acting--as-corsnar-is-atiewed-the-same-saiary-as-the-coroner
for-that-portion-of-time-he-actuaiiy-spends-disecharging--the
duttes-of-coroner.”

Section 3. Section 7-4-2901, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2901. Appointment of deputy coroners. (1) The
coroner, with approval of the county commissioners, may
appoint one or more deputy coroners to assist him or act in
his absence.

{2) At the time of appointment, a deputy coroner or

acting coroner must meet the qualifications required of a

coroner as provided in [section 1(1) and (2)(a)]., Within a

reascnable time after appointment, a deputy must

successfully complete the basic coroner course, as provided

for in {section 4(2)(a)]l. The deputy must also meet the
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requirements for advanced education as provided in [segtion

4{2)(b)].
+2+{3) A deputy coroner may be the coroner or

gualified deputy coroner from another county.”

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Coroner education and
continuing education. {1} Coroner education will be
conducted by the state medical examiner. The cost of

conducting such education must be borne by the office of the
state medical examiner from money appropriated for such
education. The county shall pay the salary, mileage, and per
diem of each coroner-elect, coroner, and deputy coroner
attending from that county.

(2) {a) The state medical examiner shall conduct a
40-hour basic coroner course of study after each general
election held in an odd-numbered year. The course, or an
equivalent course approved by the Montana coroner'’'s
association, must be completed before the first Monday in
January following the election. The state medical examiner
may c<onduct other basic coroner courses at times he
considers appropriate.

(k) The state medical examiner shall annually conduct
a 16-hour advanced coroner course. Failure of any coroner or
deputy coroner to satisfactorily complete the advanced
coroner course, ©or an eguivalent course approved by the

Montana coroner’'s association, at least once every 2 years

—-4—
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15 _
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB356 , as 1ntroduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:
An act to specify qualification for the Office of County Coroner and to mandate educaticnal requirements for the
coroner and deputy coroners. '

ASSUMPTIONS :
1. County general funds will incur minimal costs for coroners' travel expenses for training and for occasional

payments for substitute coroners in cases where a local coroner is disqualified.

FISCAL- IMPACT:
No impact on state expenditures and revenues.

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES:
See assumptions.

@,/ / / DATE/Z//?/?? Gl Kt e

DAVID L. HUNTER, wﬁﬁm‘ DIRECTOR ALLEN KOLSTAD, PRIMARY SPONSOR
QOffice of Budget and Program Plann1ng

Fiscal Note for SB356, as introduced.
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RE-REFFERED AND
APPROVED BY CONMITTEE

ON JUDICIARY
SENATE BILL NO. 356
INTRODUCED BY KOLSTAD, B. WILLIAMS, IVERSON,

STRIZICH, MANNING, BRADLEY, GRADY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SPECIFY
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY CORONER AND TOD
MANDATE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CORONER AND DEPUTY

CORONERS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2901 AND 7-4-2902, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1, Qualifications for office of
county coroner. (1) In addition to the gqualifications set
forch in 7-4-2201, to be eligible for the cffice of coroner,
at the time of election or appointment to office a person
mugt be:

(a) 23 years of age or older; and

(b) a high achocl graduate or holder of an equivalency
of completion of gecondary education as provided by the
superintendent of public¢ instruction under 20-7-131 or of an
equivalency issued by another state or jurisdiction,

{2) Each coroner, before entering the duties of his
office, must:

(a) take, and file with the county clerk, the
constitutional oath of office; and

(b} certify to the county clerk that:
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{i) he has satisfactorily completed the basic coroner
course of study provided in [section 4] or that he has
completed the eguivalent educational requirements approved

by the Montana-coreneris-assocciation ATTORNEY GENERAL; or

{ii) he intends to take the basic coroner course at
the next offering of the course if the coroner has been
appointed or was elected by other than a 1lccal government
genaral election and, from the dJdate of appointment or
election and assumption of his duties as corconer, no basic
coroner coutrse was offered. A coroner forfeits his office
for failure to take and satisfactorily complete the next
offering of the basic coroner course.

Section 2. Section 7-4-2902, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-4-2902. dustice-of--pence--to--act--as Vacancy in

office of county coroner or disqualification of corcner in

ecertain-cases. (1) The coroner, or the board of county

commissioners 1if the coroner is unable or refuses to act,

shall request the coroner or a qualified deputy coroner of

another county to be acting county coroner if the coroner:

(a) 3If-the-offiece-of-coroner-is-vacant-or-he is absent
or unable to attendy--the--duties-—-of--his--ocffice--may--be
discharged--by-~any--justice-of-the-peace-cf-the-ecounty-with
the-tike-anthority-and-subject—to-—the-asame—-ashligations—-and

penalties——as-the-coroners to his duties or if the office of

coroner is vacant and there are no qualified deputies

-2=
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avallable;

(b) 1is related to the deceased;

(c) is a potential party in an action cencerning the

death or his inguiry into the death may pose a conflict of

interest;

(d) has not successfully completed the basic coroner

course required in [section 4] and there are no qualified

deputies available; or

(e) is disqualified under the provisions of 46-4-20%.

(2) The salary of and expenses incurred by an acting

coroner on behalf of a requesting county are an allowable

charge against the requesting county A-justice-of-the--peace

acting-—as-corener—is-attowed-the-same—satary-ans-cthe-coreoner
for-that-pertion-cf-time-he-actuaiiy-apenda-discharqing——the
duties-of-corener.”

Section 3. Section 7-4-2901, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2901. Appointment of deputy corcners. (1) The
coroner, with approval of the county commissioners, may
appceint one or more deputy coroners to assist him or act in
his absence.

{2) At the time of appointment, a deputy coroner or

acting coroner must meet the qualifications required of a

coroner as provided in [section 1(1) and {(2)(a)]. Within a

reasonable time after appointment, a deputy must

successfully complete the basic coroner course, as provided

-3~ SB 356
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for in [sectien 4{2)(a)]. The deputy must also meet the

requirements for advanced education as provided in [section

4(2)(b)].
t24(3) A deputy coroner may be the coroner or

qualified deputy coroner from another county."

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Coroner education and
continuing education. (1) Coroner education will be

conducted by the state-medicai-examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL.

The cost of conducting such education must be borne by the

office of the state-medicai-examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL from

money appropriated for such education. The county shall pay
the salary, mi.eage, and per diem of each coroner-elect,
coroner, and deputy coroner attending from that county,

(2) (a) The state-medicat--examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL

shall conduct a 40-hour basic coroner course of study after
each general election heid-in--an--edd-numbered--year. The
course, or an equivalent course approved by the Montana

coroner's—assoceiatioen ATTORNEY GENERAL, must be completed

before the first Monday in January following the election.

The state-medical--examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL may conduct

other basic coroner courses at times he considers
appropriate.

{b) The state-medical-examimer ATTORNEY GENERAL shall

annually conduct a 16~hour advanced coroner course. Failure

of any coroner or deputy coroner to satisfactarily complete

—4- SB 1356
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the advanced coroner course, or an eguivalent course
approved by the Montana——coroneris--sssociation ATTORNEY
GENERAL, at least once every 2 years results in forfeiture
of office.

—-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 356
INTRODUCED BY KOLSTAD, B. WILLIAMS, IVERSON,

STRIZICH, MANNING, BRADLEY, GRADY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SPECIFY
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY CORONER AND TO
MANDATE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CORONER AND DEPUTY

CORONERS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2901 AND 7-4-2902, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Qualificationa for office of
county coroner. {1) In addition to the qualifications set
forth in 7-4-2201, to be eligible for the office of coroner,
at the time of election or appointment to office a person
must be:

(a)}y 23 years of age or older; and

{b) a high school graduate or hclder of an equivalency
of completion of secondary education as provided by the
superintendent of public ingtruction under 20-7-131 or of an
equivalency issued by another state or jurisdiction.

{2) Eaéh coroner, before entering the duties of his
office, must:

{a) take, and file with the county clerk, the
conatitutional oath of office; and

(b) certify to the county clerk that:
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{i) he has satisfactorily completed the basic corocner
course of study provided in ([section 4] or that he has
completed the equivalent educational requirements approved

by the Montana-coroneris-associatien ATTORNEY GENERAL; or

(ii) he intends to take the basic coroner course at
the next cffering of the courde if the coroner has been
appointed or was elected by other than a local government
general election and, from the date of appointment or
election and assumption of his duties as coroner, no basic
coroner course was offered. A coroner ForEeits his office
for failure to take and satisfactorily complete the next
vffering of the basic coroner course.

Section 2. BSection 7-4-2902, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2902. Justice-of--pesce--to--ack--as Vacancy in

office of county coroner or disqualification of coroner #n

eertain-cases. (1) The coroner, or the board of county

commissioners if the corconer ia unable or refuses to act,

shall requesat the coroner or a gualified deputy coroner of

another county to be acting county coroner if the coroner:

{a) if-the-office-of-coroner-is-vacant-er-he is absent
or unable to attendy--the--duties-—-of--his—-office--may--be
discharged--by--any--4instice-of-the-peace-of-tha-county-with
the-like-muthority-and-subject-to-the-same--obtiqations--and

penatties--as-the-coroners to his duties or if the office of

cotoner _is vacant and there are no_ qualified deputies

-2~ SB 156
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available;
(b) is related to the deceased;

{c) is a potential party in am action concerning the

death or his inguiry into the death may pose a conflict of

interest;

{d} has not succesafully completed the basic cogoner

courge required in [section 4} and there are no gualified

deputies available; or

{e) is disqualified uader the provisions of 46-4-201.

{2) The salary of and expenses incurred by an acting

coronet _on behalf of a requesting county are an allowable

charge against the requesting county A-justice-of-the--peace

acting--as-coroner-is-atiowed-the-same-salary-as-the-coroner
for-that-portion-aof-time-he-actuatiy-spends-discharging——the
dubies-of-coroner.”

Section 3. Section 7-4-2901, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2901. Appointment of deputf coroners. (1) The
coroner, with approval of the county commissioners, may
appoint one or more deputy coroners to assist him or act in
his absence.

{2) At the time of appointment, a deputy coroner or

acting coroner must meet the gualifications required oF a

coroner -as ptrovided in [section 1(}) and {2){a)]}. Within a

teasonable time after appointment, a deputy must

suyccessfully complete the basic coroner course, as provided

-3~ ‘ 5B 356
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for in [section 4{2){a)}. The deputy must also meet the

requirements for advanced education as provided in [section

4(2)(b)}.
t2¥(3}) A deputy coroner may be the coroner or

gualified deputy coroner from another county.”

NEW SECTION. Section 4, Coroner education and
continuing education. (1} Coroner education will be

conducted by the atate-medicai-exveaminer ATTORNEY GENERAL.

The cost of conducting such education must be borne by the

office of the sktakte-medical-examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL from

money appropriated for such education. The county shall pay
the salary, mileage, and per diem of each coroner-elect,
corcner, and deputy corcner attending from that county.

{2} (a) The state-medicai--examiner ATTORMEY GENERAL

shall conduct a 40-hour basic coroner course of study after
each general election heid-in--an--odd-numbered—-year. The
course, or an eguivalent course approved by the Montana

coroneria-association ATTORNEY GENERAL, must be completed

before the First Monday in January following the election.

The state-medical--examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL may conduct

other basic coroner courses at times he considers
appropriate.

{b) The astate-medicai-examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL shall

annually conduct a 1é-hour advanced coroner course. Failure

of any coroner or depuky coroner to satiafactorily complete

-4~ 5B 356
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the advanced coroner course, or an egquivalent course
approved by the Montana--coroner‘s--associatian ATTORNEY
GENERAL, at least once every ? years results in forfeiture
of office.

-End-

-5- SB 356
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SENATE BILL NO. 356
INTRCDUCED BY KOLSTAD, B. WILLIAMS, IVERSON,

STRIZICH, MANNING, BRADLEY, GRADY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SPECIFY
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY CORONER AND TO
MANDATE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CORONER AND DEPUTY

CORONERS: AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2301 AND 7-4-2902, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTARA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Qualifications for office of
county coroner, (l) In addition to the qualifications set
forth in 7-4-2201, to be eligible for the office of coroner,
at the time of election or appointment to office a person
must bes

ta)--23-years-of-age-or-oitderr-ard

tb+ a high school graduate or holder of an equivalency
of completion of secondary education as provided by the
superintendent of public instruction under 20-7-131 or of an
equivalency issued by another state or jurisdiction.

(2) Bach coroner, before entering the duties of his
office, must:

(a} take, and file with the county clerk, the
constitutional ocath of cffice; and

(b) certify to the county clerk that:
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{i} he has satisfactorily ccocmpleted the basic coroner
course of study provided in [section 4] or that he has
completed the eqguivalent educational requirements approved

by the Montana-eeronerls-association ATTORNEY GENERAL;: or

(ii) he intends to take the basic coroner course at
the next offering of the course if the coroner has been
appointed or was elected by other than a 1local government
general election 4and, from the date of appointment or
election and assumption of his duties as coroner, no basic
coroner course was offered. A coroner forfeits his office
for Failure to take and satisfactorily complete the next
offering of the basic coroner course.

Section 2. Section 7-4-2902, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2902. Justice-of--peace--to--act--as Vacancy in

office of county coroner or disqualification of coroner in

certain-casea. (1) The coroner, or the board of county

commissioners if the coroner is unable or refuses to act,

shall request the coroner or a qualified deputy coroner of

another county to be acting county coroner if the coroner:

(a) if-the-office-ef-coroner-is-vacant-or-he is absent
or unable to attendy--the--duttes--of--his--office-—-may--be
discharged--By--any--juatice-of-the-peace—of-the-county-with
the-titke-anthority-and-subjeet-to-the-same--obitgations--and

penattiss—-as-che-coroners Lo his duties or if the office of

coroner_is vacant and there are no gqualified deputies
REFERENCE BILL
SB 356

SECOND PRINTING
AS AMENDED
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available;

(b) is related to the deceased;

(c) is a potential party in an action concerning the

death or his inquiry into the death may pose a conflict of

interest;

{d) has not successfully completed the bagic coroner

course required in [section 4] and there are no qualified

deputies available; or

(e) is _disqualified under the provisions of 46-4-201.

(2} The salary of and expenses incurred by an acting

coroner on behalf of a requesting county are an allowable

charqe against the requesting county A-justice-af-the--peace

acting--as-corener-is-attowed-the-same-satary-as-the-coroner
for-that-portion-of-time-he-actuatiy-spends-discharging--the
duties-of-esroner."

S8ection 3. Section 7-4-2901, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-4-2901. Appointment of deputy coroners. (1} The
coroner, with approval of the county commissioners, may
appoint one or more deputy coroners to assist him or act in
his absence.

{2) At the time of appointment, a deputy coroner or

acting coroner must meet the gualifications required of a

coroner as provided in [section 1(1) and {2)({a)]. Within a

reasonable time after appointment, a deputy must

successfully complete the basic coroner course, as provided

-3- SB 356
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for in [section 4(2)(a)]). The deputy must also meet the

requirements for advanced education as provided in [section

4¢2)(b)].

¢2¥(3) A deputy coroner may be the corener or

gqualified deputy coroner from ancther county."

NEW SECTION. Section 4, Coroner education and
continuing education. (1) Coroner education will be

conducted by the state-medical-examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL.

The cost of conducting such education must be borne by the

office o0Ff the state-medical-examinar ATTORNEY GENERAL from

money appropriated for such education. The county shall pay
the salary, mileage, and per diem of each coroner-elect,
coroner, and deputy coroner attending from that county.

(2) (a) The atate-medicai--examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL

shall conduct a 40-hour basic coroner course of study after
each general election heid-in--an--odd-numbered--year. The
course, or an equivalent course approved by the Montana

coroneria-association ATTORNEY GENERAL, must be completed

before the first Monday in January following the election.

The state-medical--examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL may conduct

other basic coroner courses at times he considers

appropriate.
{b)}) The state-medical-examiner ATTORNEY GENERAL shall

annually conduct a lé6-hour advanced coroner course. Failure

of any coroner or deputy coroner to satisfacterily complete

—-4- SB 356
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the advanced coroner course, ©or an eguivalent course
approved by the Mentana--ccoroneris—-associmtion ATTORNEY
GENERAL, at 1least once every 2 years results in forfeiture
of office.

-End-
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1) Page 1, line 15.
Strike: " : (a) 23 years of age or older; and (b)"
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