
SENATE BILL NO. 181 

INTRODUCED BY VAN VALKENBURG, GRADY 

JANUARY 21, 1987 

FEBRUARY 4, 1987 

FEBRUARY 5 , 1987 

FEBRUARY 7 r 1987 

FEBRUARY 9 r 1987 

FEBRUARY 10, 1987 

FEBRUARY 18, 1987 

MARCH 25, 1987 

MARCH 27, 1987 

MARCH 28, 1987 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 44; NOES, 6. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 64; NOES, 27. 

RETURNED TO SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS. 



APRIL 1, 1987 

APRIL 2, 1987 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING SUSPENSION OF 

A DRIVER'S LICENSE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR IN COURT OR FAILURE 

TO PAY A FINE, COSTS, OR RESTITUTION AFTER CONVICTION OF 

CERTAIN OFFENSES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Mandatory suspension for failure to appear 

or pay fine. The department shall suspend the license or 

12 driving privilege of an operator or chauffeur immediately 

13 upon receipt of a certified copy of a docket page or other 

14 sufficient evidence from the court that the operator or 

15 chauffeur: 

16 (1) is guilty of a violation of 61-5-302 through 

17 61-5-306, 61-5-309, or chapters 3, 7, 8, 9, or 10 of this 

18 title or is guilty of a criminal offense and was driving or 

19 was in actual physical control of a motor vehicle when the 

20 offense occurredi and 

21 (2) (a) failed to appear as ordered by the court or 

22 upon issued summons: or 

23 (b) failed to pay a fine, costs, or restitution 

24 amount; and 

25 (3) received notice, evidenced by a signed receipt for 
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a certified letter or by a statement signed before the court 

of the provisions of this section. 

Section 2. Extension of authority. Any existing 

authority of the department of justice to make rules on the 

subject of the provisions of this act is extended to the 

provisions of this act. 

Section 3. Codification instruction. Section 1 is 

intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 61, 

chapter 5, part 2, and the provisions of Title 61, chapter 

5, part 2, apply to section 1. 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
5/3-191 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB181, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSRD LEGISLATION: 
An act requiriag suspe~sion of a driver's license for failure to appear in court or failure to pay a fine, costs 
or restitution after conviction of certain offenses. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. 120,000 convictions annually for the violations listed in the bill. 
2. 25% of the convictions currently do not appear or fail to pay, but due to the leverage provided by this 

bill, half of the 25% will now appear and/or pay. And, of the remaining half, 50% would eventually appear 
~d/or pay after their license was suspended. 

3. The average fine is $35 that includes a $7.50 court cost and a $10 surcharge to fund deputy county at­
torneys. 

4. The total conviction ratio between state and local is the same as the DUI ratio; that is state 25%, local 
75%. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY88 FY89 
Ex~enditures for Motor Vehicle Division~ 
Personal Services $ 78,500 $104,678 
Operating Expenses 4,350 5,800 
Equipment 121100 0 

TOTAL $ 94,950 $110,478 

Funding: 
General Fund Revenue $ 10,335 $ 13,780 

Additional General Fund Required $ 84,615 $ 96,698 

Revenues: 
Driver Education $ 36,914 $ 49,219 
Crime Victim 26,579 35,438 
General Fund 10,335 13.780 

TOTAL $ 73,828 $ 98,437 

Local Government Revenue $690,000 $690,000 

DATE 
FRED VAN VALKENBURG, PRIMARY SPONSOR 

and Program Planning 
Fiscal Note for SB181, as introduced. 
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,Fiscal Note Request, SB181, as introduced. 
Form SD-15 
Page 2 

NO'l'E: .H!gmoray.patrol. 9ffit:ers. ar:e used, to.collect driver's licenses from !ndividuals who do not.voluntarily 
r~ea$e their licen.se upon suspension. ·The eq"ivalent of approximately 3 officers would be taken off the highways 
to ·collect the additi0m11 suspensions as a re.!iult of this bill. 

S/5 Jrl 
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SENATE BILL NO. 181 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

INTRODUCED BY VAN VALKENBURG, GRADY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED' "AN ACT REQUIRING SUSPENSION OF 

A DRIVER'S LICENSE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR IN COURT OR FAILURE 

TO PAY A FINE, COSTS, OR RESTITUTION AFTER CONVICTION OF 

CERTAIN OFFENSES~~EQUIRING PAYMENT OF A REINSTATEMENT 

FEE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA' 

Section 1. Mandatory suspension for failure to appear 

or pay fine. The department shall suspend the license or 

driving privilege of an operator or chauffeur immediately 

upon receipt of a certified copy of a docket page or other 

sufficient evidence from the court that the operator or 

chauffeur: 

( 1) is guilty of a violation of 61-5-302 through 

61-5-306, 61-5-309, CHAPTER 12, PART 6, or chapters 3, 7, 8, 

9, or 10 of this title or is guilty of a criminal offense 

and was driving or was in actual physical control of a motor 

vehicle when the offense occurredi and 

( 2) (a) failed to POST THE SET BOND AMOUNT OR appear 

as ordered by the court or ~_fEAR upon issued summons; or 

(b) failed to FORFEIT THE POSTED BOND AMOUNT OR TO pay 

a fine OF $100 OR MORE, costs OF $100 OR MORE, or 
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restitution amount OF $100 OR MOREi and 

(3) received notice, evidenced by a signed receipt for 

a certified letter or by a statement signed before the court 

of the provisions of this section_r____. INCLUDING THE 

REINSTATE~NT FEE. 

SECTION 2. PROVISIONAL LICENSES PROHIBITED 

REINSTATEMENT FEE. (1) NO PROVISIONAL, RESTRICTED, OR 

PROBATIONARY LICENSE MAY BE ISSUED UPON A SUSPENSION UNDER -----

(SECTION 1] . 

(2) A PERSON WHOSE LICENSE IS SUSPENDED UNp~H_( SECT_IOf.l 

1] SHALL PAY A REINSTATEMENT FEE OF $25 TO THE COURT. 

SECTION 3. REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSE. UPON RECEIPT OF 

NOTIFICATIO~ FROM THE COURT THAT THE OPERATOR OR CHAUFFEUR 

HAS APPEARED, POSTED THE BOND, 9R PAID THE FINE, COSTS, OR 

RESTITUTION AMOUNTS AND THE REINSTATEMENT FEE, THE 

DEPARTMENT SHALL IMMEDIATELY REINSTATE THE LICENSE. 

Section 4. Extension of authority. Any existing 

authority of the department of justice to make rules on the 

subject of the provisions of this act is extended to the 

provisions of this act. 

Section 5. Codification instruction. Section 1 is 

intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 61, 

chapter 5, part 2, and the provisions of Title 61, chapter 

5, part 2, apply to section 1. 

-End-

-2- SB 181 

SECOND READING 
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SENATE BILL NO. 181 

INTRODUCED BY VAN VALKENBURG, GRADY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING SUSPENSION OF 

A DRIVER'S LICENSE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR IN COURT OR FAILURE 

TO PAY A FINE, COSTS, OR RESTITUTION AFTER 'CONVICTION OF 

CERTAIN OFFENSES; AND REQUIRING PAYMENT OF A REINSTATEMENT 

FEE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Mandatory suspension for failure to appear 

or pay fine. The department shall suspend the license or 

driving privilege of an operator or chauffeur immediately 

upon receipt of a certified copy of a docket page or Other 

sufficient evidence from the court that the operator or 

chauffeur: 

(1) is 9uilty of a violation of 61-5-302 throu9h 

61-.S-306, 61-5-309, CHAPTER 12, PART 6, or chapters 3, 7, 8, 

9, or 10 of this title or is guilty of a criminal offense 

and was driving or was in actual physical control of a motor 

vehicle when the offense occurred; and 

(2) Cal failed to POST THE SET BOND AMOUNT OR appear 

as ordered by the court or APPEAR upon issued summons; or 

(b) failed to FORFEIT THE POSTED BOND AMOUNT OR TO pay 

a fine OF $100 OR MORE, costs OF $100 OR MORE, or 
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restitution amount OF $100 OR MORE; and 

(3) received notice, evidenced by a signed receipt for 

a certified letter or by a statement signed before the court 

of the provisions of this section, INCLUDING THE 

REINSTATEMENT FEE. 

SECTION 2. PROVISIONAL LICENSES PROHIBITED 

REINSTATEMENT FEE. (1) NO PROVISIONAL, RESTRICTED, OR 

PROBATIONARY LICENSE MAY BE ISSUED UPON A SUSPENSION UNDER 

(SECTION 1). 

(2) A PERSON WHOSE LICENSE IS SUSPENDED UNDER (SECTION 

1] SHALL PAY A REINSTATEMENT FEE OF $25 TO THE COURT. 

SECTION 3. REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSE. UPON RECEIPT OF 

NOTIFICATION FROM THE COURT THAT THE OPERATOR OR CHAUFFEUR 

HAS APPEARED, POSTED THE BOND, OR PAID THE FINE, COSTS, OR 

RESTITUTION AMOUNTS AND THE REINSTATEMENT FEE, THE 

DEPARTMENT SHALL IMMEDIATELY REINSTATE THE LICENSE. 

Section 4. Extension of authority. Any existing 

authority of the department of justice to make rules on the 

subject of the provisions of this act is extended to the 

provisions of this act. 

Section 5. Codification instruction. Section 1 is 

intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 61, 

chapter 5, part 2, and the provisions of Title 61, chapter 

5, part 2, apply to section 1. 

-End-

-2- SB 181 

THIRD READING 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-lS 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB181, third reading copy. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act requiring suspension of a driver's license for failure to appear in court or failure to pay a fine, costs 
or restitution after conviction of certain offenses; and requiring payment of a reinstatement fee. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. 18,000 convictions annually with a fine of over $100 for the violations listed in the bill. 
2. SO% of the current convictions will not pay. But 30% of the "SO% will not pays" will pay upon the threat 

of losing their licenses. Half of the remaining 70% of the "SO% will not pays", will eventually pay after 
their licenses have been suspended. 

3. The average fine over $100 is $12S, which includes a $7.SO court cost, and a $10 fee for deputy county 
attorneys. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY88 
Expenditures for Motor Vehicle Division: 
Personal Services $ 34,200 
Operating Expenses 2,700 
Equipment 8,200 

TOTAL $ 4S,100 

Funding: 
General Fund Revenue $ 1,371 

Additional General Fund Required $ 43,729 

Revenues: 
Driver Education $ 34,277 
Crime Victims 24,680 
General Fund 1,371 

TOTAL $ 60,328 

Local Government Revenue $S47,172 

/jvrfm 4~ nm hh~n 
D D L.TER, ~CTOR ' 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

FY89 

$ 4S,600 
3,6SO 

0 
$ 49,2SO 

$ 1,828 

$ 47,422 

$ 4S,703 
32,906 

11828 
$ 80,437 

$729,S63 

Fiscal Note for SB181 1 third reading copy. 
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Fiscal Note Request, SB181, as introduced. 
Form BD-15 
Page 2 

TECHNICAL OR MECHANICAL DEFECTS IN PROPOSED LEGISLATION OR CONFLICTS WITH EXISTING LEGISLATION: 
1. New Section 2 does not specify the distribution of the $25 reinstatement of fee. 
2. Section 5 was not updated to include Sections 2, 3, and 4 for codification instructions. 
3. Section 3 mandates reinstatement if the fine is paid. What if the license has been suspended previously 

for another offense? 

S81FI 
N. 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB181, third reading copy. 
REVISED FISCAL NOTE 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act requiring suspension of a driver's license for failure to appear in court or failure to pay a fine, costs 
or restitution after conviction of certain offenses; and requiring payment of a reinstatement fee. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. 18,000 convictions annually with a fine of over $100 for the violations listed in the bill. 
2. 507. of the current convictions will not pay. But 307. of the "507. will not pays" will pay upon the threat 

of losing their licenses. Half of the remaining 707. of the "507. will not pays", will eventually pay after 
their licenses have been suspended. 

3. The average fine over $100 is $125, which includes a $7.50 court cost, and a $10 fee for deputy county 
attorneys. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY88 
Expenditures for Motor Vehicle Division: 
Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 
Equipment 

Funding: 
General Fund Revenue 

Revenues: 
Driver Education 
Crime Victims 
General Fund 

Local Government Revenue 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

$ 34,200 
2,700 
8,200 

$ 45,100 

$ 45,100 

$ 34,277 
24,680 
58,956 

$117,913. 

$489,587 

D~~,/~IRECTORDATE 3).5/~2 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

FY89 

$ 45,600 
3,650 

0 
$ 49,250 

$ 49,250 

$ 45,703 
32,906 
78,608 

$157,217 

$652,783 

r~ ' (~ ~. 
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FRED VAN VALKENBURG, 

~ 

Fiscal Note for SB181, third reading copy. 
REVISED FISCAL NOTE 
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Fiscal Note Request, SB181, as introduced. REVISED FISCAL NOTE. 
Form BD-15 
Page 2 

TECHNICAL OR MECHANICAL m:FECTS IN PROPOSED LEGISLATION OR CONFLICTS WITH EXISTING LEGISLATION: 
1. New Secti~n 2 does not specify the distribution of the $25 reinstatement of fee. -
2. Section 5 was not updated to include Sections 2, 3, and 4 for codification instructions. 
3. Section 3 mandates reinstatement if the fine is paid. What if the license has been suspended previously 

for another offense? 
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SENATE BILL NO. 181 

INTRODUCED BY VAN VALKENBURG, GRADY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING SUSPENSION OF 

A DRIVER'S LICENSE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR IN COURT OR FAILURE 

TO PAY A FINE, COSTS, OR RESTITUTION AFTER CONVICTION OF 

CERTAIN OFFENSES; AND REQUIRING PAYMENT OF A REINSTATEMENT 

FEE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Mandatory suspension for failure to appear 

or pay fine. The department shall suspend the license or 

driving privilege of an operator or chauffeur immediately 

upon receipt of a certified copy of a docket page or other 

sufficient evidence from the court that the operator or 

chauffeur: 

(1) is guilty of a violation of 61-5-302 through 

61-5-306, 61-5-309, CHAPTER 12, PART 6, or chapters 3, 7, B, 

9, or 10 of this title or is guilty of a criminal offense 

and was driving or was in actual physical control of a motor 

vehicle when the offense occurred; and 

(2) (a) failed to POST THE SET BOND AMOUNT OR appear 

as ordered by the court or APPEAR upon issued summons; or 

(b) failed to FORFEIT THE POSTED BOND AMOUNT OR Te pay 

a--f%fte 6P--$%99--9R--M6RB,--costs 9P--$%99--9R--M6RB,--er 
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reseie~eioft--ame~ft~ 9P--$%99-9R-MeRB, WHEN ASSESSED A FINE, 

COSTS, OR RESTITUTION OF $100 OR MORE, FAILED TO PAY SUCH 

FINE, COSTS, OR RESTITUTION; and 

(3) received notice, evidenced by a signed receipt for 

a certified letter or by a statement signed before the court 

of the provisions of this section, INCLUDING THE 

REINSTATEMENT PEE. 

SECTION 2. PROVISIONAL LICENSES PROHIBITED 

REINSTATEMENT FEE. (1) NO PROVISIONAL, RESTRICTED, OR 

PROBATIONARY LICENSE MAY BE ISSUED UPON A SUSPENSION ONDER 

[SECTION l]. 

(2) A PERSON WHOSE LICENSE IS SUSPENDED UNDER [SECTION 

l] SHALL PAY A REINSTATEMENT FEE OF $25 TO THE COURT FOR 

DEPOSIT IN THE STATE GENERAL FUND. 

SECTION 3. REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSE. UPON RECEIPT OF 

NOTIFICATION FROM THE COURT THAT THE OPERATOR OR CHAUFFEUR 

HAS APPEARED, POSTED THE BOND, OR PAID THE FINE, COSTS, OR 

RESTITUTION AMOUNTS AND THE REINSTATEMENT PEE, THE 

DEPARTMENT SHALL IMMEDIATELY REINSTAT~ THE LICENSE, UNLESS 

THE OPERATOR OR CHAUFFEUR OTHERWISE IS NOT ENTITLED TO 

REINSTATEMENT. 

Section 4. Extension of authority. Any existing 

authority of the department of justice to make rules on the 

subject of the provisions of this act is extended to the 

provisions of this act. 

-2- SB 181 

REFERENCE BILL 
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1 Section 5. Codification instruction. Seee±on--%--%s 

2 SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 3 ARE intended to be codified as an 

3 integral part of Title 61, chapter 5, part 2, and the 

4 provisions of Title 61, chapter 5, part 2, apply to seet%en 

5 i SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 3. 

-End-

-3- SB 181 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
HOUSE 

---~~~~2~5~, ___________ 1987 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on JUDICIARY --~~------------------

report SENATE BILL 00. 181 

0 do pass ~ be concurred in 
0 do not pass 0 be not concurred in 

X!! as amended 
0 statement of intent attached 

~ ~~ 
1. Page 1, line 24 through line 1 of page 2. 
Strike: "TO pay" on page 1, line 24 through "OR MORE" on line 

1 of page 2 
Insert: ", when assessed a fine, costs, or restitution of $100 

or more, failed to pay such fine, costs, or restitution" 

2. Page 2, line 11. 
Following: "COURT" 
Insert: "for deposit in the state general fund" 

3. Page 2, line 16. 
Following: "LICENSE" 
Insert: ",unless the operator or chauffeur otherwise is not 

entitled to reinstatement" 

4. Pcge 2, line 21. 
strike: "Section 1 is" 
Insert: "Sections 1 through 3 are" 

5. Page 2, line 24. 
strike: "section 1" 
Insert: "sections 1 through 3" 

)-;M 
THIRD BLUE ---===-==----reading copy( ___ _ 

color 

REP. GRADY WILL CARR{ THE BILL~ 


