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BILL NO. LJ:L 
INTRODUCED BY L-,~~.~~~~~~,·-·-----------------------------------
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT OF MEDICAL EXPENSES INCURRED BY 

A PERSON INCARCERATED IN A COUNTY JAIL; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 7-32-2222 AND 53-3-205, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-32-2222, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-32-2222. Health and safety of prisoners. (1) When a 

county jail or building contiguous to it is on fire and 

there is reason to believe that the prisoners may be injured 

or endangered, the sheriff, jail administrator, or private 

party jailer must remove them to a safe and convenient place 

and there confine them as long as it may be necessary to 

avoid the danger. 

{2) When a pestilence or contagious disease breaks out 

in or near a jail and the physician thereof certifies that 

it is likely to endanger the health of the prisoners, the 

district judge may by a written appointment designate a safe 

and convenient place in the county or the jail in a 

contiguous county as the place of their confinement. The 

appointment must be filed in the office of the clerk and 

authorize the sheriff, jail administrator, or private party 
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LC 1077/0l 

jailer to remove the prisoners to the 

jail and there confine them until 

designated 

they can 

place or 

be safely 

returned to the jail from which they were taken. 

( 3) If in the opinion of the sheriff, jail 

administrator, or private party jailer any prisoner, while 

detained, requires medication, medical services, or 

hospitalization, the expense of the same shall be borne by 

the-~geftey-or-8~thor±ty-at-whose-instaftee--the--prisoner·--is 

detained--wften--th~--~g~ney--or--a~thority-is-ne~-tfte-ee~ftty 

wh~rein-the-prisoner-is-being-detained the prisoner if it is 

determined that he is financially able to pay. The county 

attorney shall initiate proceedings to collect any charges 

arising from such medical services or hospitalization for 

the prisoner involved if it-is-determined the prisoner is 

f±none±aYry able to pay. If the prisoner is determined 

eligible for ~eoeral relief medical assistance pursuant to 

5}-3-206, then payment must be made from funds available for 

such assistanc~ .. · If the agency or authority at whose 

instance the prisoner is detained is not the county wherein 

the pr~s011er is being detained, such agency or authority is 

responsible for payment of the medical costs." 

Section 2. Section 53-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

••sJ-3-205. Eligibility for general relief. ( 1) A 

person or persons constituting a household may receive 

general relief assistance for basic necessities if the 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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LC 1077/01 

household is determined to be eligible under the provisions 

of this section and is in need of such assistance as a 

.result of their infirmity, misfortune, or indigency. 

(2) A household is eligible for general relief if the 

household income does not exceed that set forth in the 

following table: 

Number of Persons Monthly Income Standard 

in Household 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 or more 

(3) Able-bodied 

children living in 

persons without 

the household are 

$212 

282 

354 

426 

501 

570 

642 

713 

785 

857 

dependent minor 

not eligible for 

nonmedical general relief assistance, except as provided in 

53-J-209. 

(4) (a) When the household's income exceeds the 

monthly income standard for a household of that size because 

of receipt of lump-sum income, the household will be 
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ineligible for general relief for the full number of months, 

beginning with the,month of receipt, derived by'dividing the 

total of the lump-sum income and other income by the monthly 

income standard for a household of that size. Any income 

remaining from this calculation will be considered as income 

in the first month following the period of ineligibility. 

(b) The period of ineligibility may be recalculated if 

the household size changes or if a portion of the lump sum 

was used to pay medical bills for a serious medical 

10 condition. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

{c) Ineligibility due to the receipt of a lump sum 

does not preclude eligibility for general relief medical 

assistance. 

{5) All applicants for and recipients of general 

relief assistance who reside in the same residence are 

16 considered as one household. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(6} Prospective income that is reasonably certain to 

be received by the household during an eligibility period 

must be considered when determining eligibility. 

(7) The following resources of a household must be 

excluded from consideration of resources for eligibility 

purposes: 

(a) the domicile of the household, including necessary 

appurtenant land not exceeding 10 acres; 

(b) a motor vehicle that has no more than $1,500 in 
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equity value; 

(c) personal items, clothing, household furniture, 

appliances, and other essential household items, the total 

equity value of which does not exceed resource eligibility 

limits established by rule; and 

(d) tools of a trade that are essential to the current 

or future employment of a household member. 

8 (8) A person who is committed or sentenced by legal 

9 process to a state institution or a secure facility 

10 ~~.the_~ or who is incarcerated in a secure facility 

11 operated by the state pending resolution of legal process is 

12 not eligible for general relief. 

13 (9) A person who resides for a period of 1 day or more 

14 in any state or federally operated institution or residence 

15 is not eligible for general relief for the period of that 

16 residency. 

17 (10) For the purposes of an eligibility determination, 

18 an applicant for or recipient of general relief may be 

19 requested to produce all financial and other information 

20 concerning the household. 

21 (ll) Whenever practical, an eligibility determination 

22 must be made within 30 days of the date of application and 

23 the applicant must be notified in writing of the eligibility 

24 determination and the reasons for the determination. 

25 (12) An alien determined to be illegally within the 
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United States is not eligible for general relief.~ 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of ~uthority. Any 

existing authority of the department of social and 

rehabilitation services to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of this act is extended to the provisions of this 

act. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB178 , as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act to establish the responsibility for payment of medical expenses incurred by a person incarcerated in a 
county jail; and amending sections 7-32-2222 and 53-3-205, MCA. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. It is not possible to estimate local government expenditures for medical expenses for prisoners as there is 

no data for such costs or for the number of prisoners detained in county jails who would qualify for 
general relief assistance. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
The fiscal impact for this bill is unknown. It is not possible to determine a reasonably accurate estimate 
because there is no data specifying county expenditures for prisoners' medical expenses or for the number of 
prisoners that would be eligible for state payment of medical expenses under the provisions of this bill. However, 
if state payment of such medical expenses were similar to expenditures under state-assumption of county general 
relief programs, state general fund outlay for prisoner expenses could be much greater than the amount previously 
expended by counties. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES: 
County expenditures for prisoners' medical expenses would decrease by an undetermined amount. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
It it not possible to predict the long-range effects of the proposed legislation. It is probable that state 
outlays for prisoners' medical expenses could be greater than those historically incurred by counties. 

Dattt!-i. ~i.croR DATE ~(n QL!:z /]---uL DATE L- &6-'7} 
TOM BECK, PRIMARY SPONSOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Fiscal Note for SB178, as introduced. 

S/3-17, 
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS 

SENATE BILL NO. 178 

INTRODUCED BY BECK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT OF MEDICAL EXPENSES INCURRED BY 

A PERSON INCARCERATED IN A COUNTY JAIL; AND AMENDING 

8B€'1''f9NS SECTION 7-32-2222 ANB-53-3-i!85, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-32-2222, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-32-2222. Health and safety of prisoners. (l) When a 

county jail or building contiguous to it is on fire and 

there is reason to believe that the prisoners may be injured 

or endangered, the sheriff, jail administrator, or private 

party jailer must remove them to a safe and convenient place 

and there confine them as long as it may be necessary to 

avoid the danger. 

(2) When a pestilence or contagious disease breaks out 

in or near a jail and the physician thereof certifies that 

it is likely to endanger the health of the prisoners, the 

district judge may by a written appointment designate a safe 

and convenient place in the county or the jail in a 

contiguous county as the place of their confinement. The 

appointment must be filed in the office of the clerk and 

authorize the sheriff, jail administrator, or private party 
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SB 0178/02 

jailer to remove the prisoners to the designated place or 

jail and there confine them until they can be safely 

returned to the jail from which they were taken. 

(3) If in the opinion of the sheriff, jail 

administrator, or private party jailer any prisoner, while 

detained, requires medication, medical services, or 

hospitalization, the expense of the same shall be borne by 

the-e~eftey-or-attthortty-at-who~e-irt~tonce--the--pr~~o~er--±~ 

detaineO--when--the--ag~n~y--~r--author±ty-±~-not-the-eo~nty 

where±n-the-pri~oner-±~-be±"9-dete±ned the prisoner if it is 

determined that he is financially able t2_ E~~· The county 

attorney shall initiate proceedings to collect any charges 

arising from such medical services or hospitalization for 

the prisoner involved if ~t-±~-Oeterm±ned the prisoner is 

finane±a±±y able to pay. I-f--!:he--_E__ro±~onero--i:!--detet"rn.±ned 

e±igible--foro--gen~!~~-roeiie£-medieal-~~~±stanee-pttr~uant-to 

53-3-i!96,-then-payml!.'!nt-mtt:!t-be-mtt_de:-_:-~rom-f~_nd:!-ava±iah±e-~ot" 

:!tteh--a~~i~tanee~ If the agency or authority at whose 

inst~t:-ce the prisoner is detain~d is __ !!~-~ the count_y__ wherein 

the prisoner is bei09_detained, such_agency or authority is 

responsibl~ for payment of the medic_~~- c~~" 

Seetion-~~--seet±on--53-3-iBS~-MeA, i:!-amended-to-readz 

~s3-3-i!95~--Eli9ibility--~or--genera~--reli~f7---tit--A 

per:!on--or---per:!on~--eon:!titttt±ng--e--hotl~eno±d--mey-re~e±ve 

genera±-relief--a:!~i:!t~nee--for--ba~ie--neee~~±~±e~--if--t~e 

-2- SB 178 
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he~~ehoid--is-de~ermi~ed-to-be-@i~~~b±e-tl~der-~fte-provisio~s 

of-ehis-~eetio~-and-~~-~n--need--of--~~ch--assistance--as--a 

res~lt-o£-thetr-infirmi~y,-misforttlneT-or-indi~eney~ 

t%t--A--hottsehoid-±s-eiig±bie-fo~-9eneral-relief-if-tke 

ho~sehoid-~neo~e-does-not--exeeed--thet--set--forth--±n--the 

following-ta~le~ 

Hamber-of-Persons 

in-Hott!!lehoi:d 

l 

i! 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

9 

9 

Mofttftly-!neome-Standard 

Si'H 

i'8i' 

354 

4i!6 

59l 

516 

64i! 

H3 

~85 

19 or more 851 

t37--Able-bodied---persons---w±thottt---dependent--m±nor 

ehildren-l±v±ng--±n--the--hottsehold--are--not--eligible--for 

nonmedieal--qeneral-reiie£-ass±stanee,-exeept-as-prov±ded-±n 

53-3-i!89~ 

t•t--tat-Wheft--the--he~eeheTd~e--ineom~---exeeeds---~he 

monthiy-~ncome-~tandar~-rer-a-fteMsehold-of-th8t-~~ze-bee8tt~e 

o£--reee~pt--o£--lttmp-sam--ineome,--the--ho~sehold--wiil--be 

-]- SB 178 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0178/02 

ineligible-£or-generai-relier-ror-the-Ettil-nttmber-or-months, 

b~ginning-with-the-month-of-reeei~t7-eer±ved-by-d±~iding-the 

total-o£-tfte-lump-sttm-ineeme-and-other-ineome-by-the-mon~hly 

±"~ome-etan~ar~-for-a-household-of--that--sizeo--Any--ineome 

remaining-from-th±~-ealettlation-will-be-eoneidered-as-ineome 

in-the-first-month-following-the-period-of-ineligibility~ 

tbt--~he-period-o£-ineligibility-may-be-recalettlated-if 

the--hotteehold--size-ehanqe~-or-±f-a-portion-of-the-ittmp-sum 

was--Msed--to--pay--medieHl--bi±ls--for--a--~eriotls--medieal 

eonditiono 

tet--fneli9it.ility--due--to--~he--reeeipt-of-a-lttmp-sttm 

does-not-p~eelttde-eli9ibility--for--g~n~ral--relief--medieal 

as~istanee. 

tSt--A±i--appl~ea~t~--for--~nd--ree~pients--of--general 

re~ief-a~~i~tanee-who--~eside--in--the--same--~e~idenee--are 

eons~dered-a~-ene-hott~eho±do 

t6t--Proe~eettve--t~eeme--that-±~-re~sonably-eertain-to 

be-reeeived-by-the-ftonsekoid-durtn9--an--e%±9±b±lity--per±od 

must-be-eens±dered-when-determinin9-eitq±b±i±ty• 

t1t--The--follow±ng--r~~o~ree~--of--a-hotlsehold-mttst-be 

exel~ded-from-eonsideration--o£--r~~onree~--£or--eligibtl±ty 

p~r~osee~ 

tat--the-dom±e±le-of-the-hott~ehold,-ineltldinq-fteee~~ary 

appttrtenant-land-not-e~ee~d±n9-i9-aeres; 

tbt--a--motor--vehiele--that-has-no-more-than-$± 7 599· in 

-4- SB 178 
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e~p:~ity- va l1:2e-; 

tet--p~r~erta!--~tem~,--etothing,--hott~ehoid--£ttrnit~re, 

epplianee~,--and--other-e~~entiai-hou~ekold-ite~~ 7 -the-total 

eq~~ty-va±ue-ot-whieh-doe~-~ot-exeeed--re~ouree--eiigibility 

iimit~-e3tabti~hed-by-rtlle;-and 

tdt--tool~-e£-a-trade-that-are-e~~ential-to-the-enrrent 

or-£tttttre-employment-o£-a-hou~ehold-membero 

8 tBt--A--per~on--who--i~-eommitted-or-~enteneed-by-legal 

9 proee~~-to-tt:-~tate-±-n:!!!t±ttttfen--o-r-a-~eettre-£ae-U:.i:ty opero~_ted 

10 by-the-state or-whe-i~-±neareerated--in--a--~eenre--£aeility 

11 ~!"ated-by-the-~t_ate pendinq-re~ohtti:ert-o£-l:egal-proee~~-i!l 

12 not-eligihle-£or-9eneral-reii~f· 

13 t9t--A-per~on-w~o-re~td~~-fo~-o-p~riod-of-±-day-or-mor~ 

14 in~-any-~~ate-or-fed~~olly-operat~d~tn~ttt~tton-or~re~idenee 

15 ~~~not-eltgible-£or-g@n@rai-r~l~e£-for-the--period--of--t~ot 

16 t"e~±deneyo 

17 tl9t-For--the-pttrpo~e~~of-on-eliqibtlity-determination, 

18 an~appl~eant-for-or--reeipi@nt--o£--general--relief--may--be 

19 reqtte~ted--to--prodtlee--all--finanefal-and-other-in£ormation 

20 eoneerning-the-hou~eholdo 

21 tllt-Whene•er-praetieal,-an--eligibility--determination 

22 mtl~t--be--made-within-39-day~-of-the-date-of-applieation-and 

23 the-applieant-mtt~t-b~-notified-in-writinq- of-the-eligibi~ity 

24 d~t~~mination-and-the~rea~on~-£or--the-determination~ 

25 tl~t-An~alien-determined-to--be--ille9a±ly--within--the 
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gftited-States-i~-not-eligible-for-9eneral-reliefoU 

~EW SEC·rro~-~ Sect ion 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of social and 

rehabilitation services to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of this act is extended to the provisions of this 

act. 

-End-
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