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BILL NQ. /ZF

INTRODUCED BY /

LA o

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT OF MEDICAL EXPENSES INCURRED BY
A PERSON INCARCERATED IN A COUNTY JAIL; AND AMENDING

SECTIONS 7-32-2222 AND 53-3-205, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 7-32-2222, MCA, is amended to read:
“7-32-2222. Health and safety of prisomers. (1) When a

county jail or building contiquous to it is on fire and
there is reason to believe that the prisoners may be injured
or endangered, the sheriff, jail administrater, or private
party jailer must remove them to a safe and convenient place
and there confine them as long as it may be necessary to
avoid the danger.

{2) When a pestilence or contagious disease breaks out
in or near a jail and the physician thereof certifies that
it is 1likely to endanger the health of the prisoners, the
district judge may by a written appeointment designate a safe
and convenient place in the county or the jail in a
contiquous county as the place of their confinement. The
appointment must be filed in the office of the c¢lerk and

authorize the sheriff, jail administrator, or private party
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LC 1077/01

jailer to remove the priscners to the designated place or
jail and there confine them wuntil they can be safely
returned to the jail from which they were taken.

(3) If in the opinion 6f the sheriff, jail
administrator, or private party jailer any prisoner, while
detained, requires medication, medical services, or
hospitalization, the expense of the same shall be borne by
the-agency-or-anthority-at-whose-instance-—the--prisoner--is
detained--when--the--agensy~-or--authority-is—not-the-county

whetrein-the-prisoner—is-being-detained the prisoner if it is

determined that he is financially able to pay. The county

attorney shall initiate proceedings to collect any charges
arising from such medical services or hospitalization for
the prisoner involved if i+-ts-determined the prisoner is

finanetatty able to pay. If the prisoner is determined

eligible for general relief medical assistance pursuant to

53-3-206, then payment must be made from funds available for

such assistance. If the agency or authority at whose

instance the priscner is detained is not the county wherein

the prisoner ig being detained, such agency or authority is

responsible for payment of the medical costs.”

Section 2. Section 53-3-205, MCA, is amended to read:
"53-3-205. Eligibility for general relief. (1) A
person  or perscons constituting a household may receive

general relief assistance for basic necessities if the

2 INTRODUCED BILL
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household is determined to be eligible under the provisiocons

of this secticon and is in need of such assistance as a

.result of their infirmity, misfortune, or indigency.

{2) A household is eligible for general relief if the
household income does not exceed that set forth in the
following table:

Number of Persons

Mconthly Income Standard

in Household

1 $212
2 282
3 354
4 426
5 501
6 570
7 642
8 713
9 785
10 or more B57

(3) Able-bodied persons without dependent minor
children living in the household are not eligible for
ncnmedical general relief assistance, except as provided in
93-3-209.

{4) (a)} When the household's income exceeds the
monthly inceme standard for a household of that size because

of receipt of lump-sum income, the household will be
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ineligible for general relief for the Full number of months,
beginning with the month of receipt, derived by'dividing the
total of the lump-sum income and other income by the monthly
income standard for a household of that size. Any income
remaining from this calculation will be considered as income
in the first month following the pericd of ineligibility.

(b) The period of ineligibility may be recalculated if
the househcld size changes or if a portion of the ilump sum
was used to pay medical bills for a serious medical
condition.

{c} Ineligibility due to the receipt of a lump sum
does not preclude eligibility for general relief medical
assistance.

{5) All applicants for and recipients of general
relief assistance who reside in the same residence are
considered as cone household.

(6) Prospective income that is reasonably certain to
be received by the household during an eligibility period
must be considered when determining eligibility.

(7) The following resources of a household must be
excluded from consideration of resources for eligibility
purposes: .

(a) the domicile of the household, including necessary
appurtenant land not exceeding 10 acres: -

(k) a motor wvehicle that has no more than $1,500 in
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equity wvalue;

(c) personal items, clothing, household furniture,
appliances, and other essential household items, the total
equity value of which does not exceed rescurce eligibility
limits established by rule; and

(d)y tools of a trade that are essential to the current
or future employment cf a household member.

{8) A person who 1is committed or sentenced by legal
process to a state institution or a secure facility operated
by the state or who is incarcerated in a secure facility

operated by the state pending resclution of legal process is

not eligible for general relief.

(9) A person who resides for a period of 1 day or more
in any state or federally operated institution or residence
is not eligible for general relief for the period of that
residency.

(10) FPor the purposes of an eligibility determination,
an applicant for or recipient of general relief may be
requested to produce all financial and cother information
concerning the household.

{11) Whenever practical, an eligibility determination
must be made within 30 days of the date of application and
the applicant must be notified in writing of the eligibility
determination and the reasons for the determination.

{12) An alien determined to be illegally within the

-5—
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United States is not eligible for general reljef.”

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of guthority. Any
existing authority of the department of social and
rehabilitation services to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of this act is extended to the provisions of this
act.

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB178 , as introduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: . '
An act to estabilish the responsibility for payment of medical expenses incurred by a person incarcerated in a
county jail; and amending sections 7-32-2222 and 53-3-205, MCA.

ASSUMPTIONS : _

1. It is not possible to estimate local government expenditures for medical expenses for prisoners as there is
no data for such costs or for the number of prisoners detained in county jails who would quallfy for
general relief assistance.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The fiscal impact for this bill is unknown. It is not possible to determine a reasonably accurate estimate

" because there is no data specifying county expenditures for prisoners' medical expenses or for the number of
prisoners that would be eligible for state payment of medical expenses under the provisions of this bill. However,
if state payment of such medical expenses were similar to expenditures under state-assumption of county general
relief programs, state general fund outlay for prisoner expenses could be much greater than the amount previously
expended by counties.

EFFECT _ON_COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES:
County expenditures for prisoners' medical expenses would decrease by an undetermined amount.

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:
It it not possible to predict the long-range effects of the proposed legislation. It is probable that state
outlays for prisoners' medical expenses could be greater than those historically incurred by counties.

Dosd) L lfoile ansfiti CLos Bt o snirs

DAVID L. HUNTER, RYDGET ﬁTRECTOR TOM BECK, PRIMARY SPONSOR
Office of Budget and Program Plannlng

Fiscal Note for SB178, as introduced.

SR-178
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON
FINANCE AND CLAIMS

SENATE BILL NO. 178

INTRODUCED BY BECK

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT OF MEDICAL EXPENSES INCURRED BY
A PERSON INCARCERATED IN A COUNTY JAIL; AND AMENDIKG

SEEFIENS SECTION 7-32-2222 AND-53-3-285, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 7-32-2222, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-32-2222. Health and safety of prisoners. (1) wWhen a

county Jjail or building contiguous to it is on Eire and
there is reason to believe that the prisoners may be injured
or endangered, the sheriff, jail administrator, or private
party jailer must remove them to a safe and convenient place
and there confine them as lcong as it may be necessary to
avoid the danger.

(2) When a pestilence or contagicus disease breaks out
in or near a jail and the physician thereof certifies that
it is 1likely to endanger the health of the prisoners, the
district judge may by a written appointment designate a safe
and convenient place in the county or the jail in a
contiquous county as the place of their confinement. The
appointment must be filed in the office of the c¢lerk and

authorize the sheriff, jail administrator, or private party
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jailer to remove the prisoners to the designated place or
jail and there confine them until they can be safely
returned to the jail from which they were taken.

(3) If in the opinion of the sheriff, jail
adminigtrator, or private party jailer any prisoner, while
detained, requires medication, medical services, or
hospitalization, the expense of the same shall be borne by
the-agency-or-anthority-at-whose-instance--the--prisonsr—--is
detained——when-—thc-—agencyfforffauthotity—i:-not—the—ccunty

wherein-the-prisoner-is-betng-detatned the prisoner if it is

determined that he is financially able to_ pay. The county

attorney shall initiate proceedings to collect any charges
arising from such medical services or hospitalization Ffor
the prisoner involved if it-is-determined the prisoner is

financiatty able to pay. ¥f--the--prisoner--is--determined

ettgible—~for——generai-reiief-medical-masistance—pursuant-to

53-3-286y-then-payment-must-be-made—from-funda-available-£or

such-—massistancer I[f the agency or authority at whose

instance the prisoner is detained is_not the county wherein

the prisoner is being derained, such agency or authority is

responsible for payment of the medical costs."
Section-2:--5ection--53-3-2657-MEA, -1s-amended-to-read:
Y53-3-2857--Eligibility-—-for--genarat-—-rekiefr---ti3--p

peraonf—er“-per:cn:——eonstitntianfaf*househaid——mey—re:eive

general-retief--assistance——for--basic--necessiriaas—-if_ _tna

-2~
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househotd--is-determined-to-be-etigibis-under-the-provisions
af-this-section-and-ts-rn--mneed--of--such--assistance--as—-a
result-ef-their-infirmivty;-minfortunes-or-indigeneys
t2¥--A--householtd-is-eligiblte-for-gensrai-retief-if-the
honsehotd-inceme-does-not-~-exeeed--thnt--set--forth--in--the
fatlewing-eables
Number-sf-Persons Monthiy-income-Standard
in-Heusehoid -
3 22
282
354
426
583
579
642

733

w e W e N

7a5
18 or more 857
¢33-~-Abite-bodied---persens---without-—-dependent--minor
chitdren-tiving--in--the--househoid--are--net--eltigibie——for
nonmedicat--generet-retief-assistance; -except-as—provided-in
53-3-289~=
t4)-—¢ta)-Whean—-the--heusehaldis--income-———excends——-the
monthiy-itncome-standard-for-a-~househecld-of-that-size-becaunse

of--receipt--of~--tump-sum-—income;~-the—-househoitd--witt—-be

“3- SB 178
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tnetigibte-for-generai-reiief-for-the-£fuii-numbear-cf-mentha;
beginning-with-the-month-of-receipt;-derived-by-dividing-the
tota}-of—the—}ump-aum—inceme—nnd—cther-inceme-by—the—mcnthiy
incomeustnndatd—Eor—a"heuseha}d—of~—that——size:—-Any——inceme
remaining-frem-this-calculation-witi-be-considered-as-income
in-bhe—Eirst—month-Eo}iowing—thEAper}od-af—ineiigibi}ityr
tby--Fhe-peried-of-inetigibitity-may-be-recateuninated—if
the-—househcid——size—changes—er—iE-a-portion—cf—the—iump~sum
was--ysed--to--pay--medical--bitta--feor--a--sericus--medicat
conditions
te}--fnetigii ttity--due——to--the--receipt-of-a-iump-sum
dees—net-preciunde-ectigibility--for--generad--ratief--medical
assistances
t5--Ati--appitcantea--for--and--recipients--of--general
retief-assistance-who--reside--in--the--same--residence—-are
constdered-as-ene-househoids
fG}——Prespective——income—-that—is-reasonabiy—cettain—eo
bc-received-by—the~househoid—during-~an—-e££gibiiity~‘periad
must—be-considered-when-determining-etigibitstys
t7}--Phe-—-following—-reasurcesa--of--a-householtd-must-be
exc1uded-ftom—consideratien—-of——rescurees—-fef-—eligibi}ity
purposess
fai——the—domicé}e—oé-the—houaeho}dfuincludingfnecessary
appartenant-iand-net-exceeding-i6-acress

thy--a—-motor--vehicie-—that-has-no-mere-than-5:;568-in

-4- SB 178
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equity-vatue;
fey-—paraonat--ttems;--ctothingi—-honsechotd--furnitures
appitancesy——and--other-essentiat-householtd-ttems;-the-total
equity-vatone-of-which-does-—not-exceed-—resouree--eiigrbritey
timits-escabitshed-bhy -ruter-and
td¥--toots-ef-a-trade-that-are-easentiat-to-the-current
or-future-employment-of-a-hounsehstd-member<
t8y--A--person--who-—is-committed-or-senteneced-by-iegatl
procesa—to-a-state-inatitution-or-a-secure-facitity operated
by-the-state ar-whe-is-inearcerated--in-—a--sccure--factiity
operated-by-the-state pending-resoiution-of-tegat-process-ias
mat-eligibie-for-generat-retiafs
t9)-—A-perscn-who-resides-for-a-period-cf-i-day-or-more
in-—any-state-or-federatiy-operated-institution-or-residence
ra-mot-etigibte-for-generai-rettef-for-the--pertod--af-—that
restdencys
t18}y-Por--the-purposes-cf-an—-etigrbittrty-dererminations
an-appiticant-for-or—--reciptent--of--general--reiief--may--be
regquasted-—to-—-produce—-aii--financiat-and-other-information
concerning-the-househotds
tity-Whenever-pracricat;-an--eiigibility--determination
muat-——pbe--made-within-38-days-of-the-date-af-applicacion-and
the-applicant-musc-be-nokified-tn-writing of -the-etigibiltity
detarmination—and-the-reasons-for-the-determinatiens

t¥2y-An-atien-determined-to--be--ttlegatty—-within--the

-5- SB 178
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Hutbed-Statea-ia-not-ekigible-for-generat-retimge o

REW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any
existing authority of the department of social and
rehabilitation services to make rules on the subject of the
provisions of this act is extended to the provisions of this
act.

-End-
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