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~BILL NO,~ 

INTRODUCED BY t~~~~,~~~=--------------------------------------
BY REQ~ST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CHANGE THE USES OF 

MONEY AND PROPERTY CREDITED TO THE SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT; AND AMENDING SECTION 44-13-103, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-13-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

1'44-13-103. Limitations on use of special law 

enforcement assistance account. Money, (1) After property7 

and-proeee~s-frem-property is C[edited to the account may-be 

~sed--oftiy--£er--~he--following--types--o£--aetiv~~~e~~ 

attorney general may: 

(aJ transfer the property to any local or state law 

enforcement agency or other government entity to be used for 

law enforcement purposes; 

(b) sell the property by public sale; 

(c) destroy any illegal or controlled substances and 

sell or destroy raw materials, products, and equipment used 

or intended for use in manufacturing, compoundin~ 

processing a controlled substance; 

(d) compromise and pay claims against the property; 

and 
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LC 1028/01 

(e) make any other disposition of the property 

authorized by law. 

(2) Money and proceeds from property credited to the 

account may be used by the attorney general for: 

(a) the payment of any expenses necessary to seize, 

detain, appraise, inventory, safeguard, maintain, advertise, 

or sell seized 1 detained, or forfeited property, including 

but not limited to payment for cont~act services and 

reimbursement to a federal, state, or local agency for its 

expenses; 

lbl the payment of awards for info[mation or 

assistance leading to a criminal proceeding or a civil 

forfeiture proceeding; 

(c) the compromise and payment of claims against 

property; 

~e payment of sums for law enforcement purposes, 

including but not limited to: 

t%tlil payment of informants; 

titiill use by undercover agents to purchase unlawful 

substances, including, without limitation, counterfeit or 

real controlled substances, pornographic materials, stolen 

property, or other contraband; 

t3t(iii) use by undercover agents as gambling front 

money by-ttndereo~er-a9~nt~: and 

t4t~ payment of overtime to state or local law 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
SB /:I~ 
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1 enforcement officers when engaged in special 

2 investigations~L 

3 (e) the payment of funds into the account created by 

4 53-9-109; and 

5 (f) matching federal grants for law enforcement 

6 purposes. 

7 (3) The attorney general shall give the legislature, 

8 not later than 4 months after the end of each fiscal year, a 

9 detailed written report of the amounts and property credited 

10 to the account and of the disposition of money and property 

11 credited to the account, but may not make any disclosure 

12 that would compromise any investigation or prosecution.'' 

-End-

-3-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
FINANCE ~ND CLAIMS 

SENATE BILL NO. 128 

INTRODUCED BY GAGE 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CHANGE THE USES OF 

MONEY AND PROPERTY CREDITED TO THE SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT; AND AMENDING SECTION 44-13-103, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-13-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"44-13-103. Limitations on use of special law 

enforcement assistance account. Money, (l) After property, 

and-proeeed~-from-property is credited to the account may-be 

~~ed--oniy--ror--the--fo~lowing--~ype~--o~--ae~ivitie~_. __ ~he 

attorney general may: 

(a) transfer the property ~-~local or state law 

~_!!~orcement a~_ or-othet"-government-ent:_!!.I. to be used for 

iaw-en£ore~ment CRIMINAL INVES~IG~TIO~ purposes; 

ill___sell th~erty~ public sale; 

{c) de~t.roy any illegal or C?Elt_F__Q_~~~~stanceg _ anq 

sell or destroy raw materials, products, a04 ___ ~_quiprnent used 

or intended f~~---~-~___i!!~_nu_!:ac_~~r_L~ compoundi~ or 

processing_ a controlled sub~_tance; 

J.EL_s=_~mp~-~~~_y__claims agains~ the prupe~~y_;_ 

and 
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(e) make _?nY other disposition of 

auth9rized by law. 

the 

SB 0128/02 

p~g~ 

(2} Mon~y_ and proceeds from property credit~~-- to the 

account may be used by the at~g~~ey general for: 

~l the payment of any expenses n~~essary to seize, 

detain, appraise, inv~£1!_S' __ ~...Y.L_safeguard, maintain, advertis~~ 

or sel"l seized, detained, or forfei_!~§ ___ property, including 

but not limited to payment. for __ contract_~vices ___ and 

reimbursement to a teder_al~_ state__!___..Q!" local agency for its 

expenses; 

(b) the payment of _?.wards for information O< 

ass1s~a~_ce leading to a crimin_'!_l p_£occeding or a civil 

forfeiture proceeding_t 

_L~_) -~comprornise~~~y_~ent of claims agains~ 

12roper!Y1_ 

1_~-he payment of sums [ur_ j:o:w_:-er~r~n~ CRIMI~~ 

INVESTIG~TION p_~rpos_~-~-! __ inc l_~~-i___Q_g____~~-~-fl-~~. !_imi ted_ to: 

tXtill payment at informdnts; 

t-2tllJ:j_ use by undercover ag~nts to purchase unlawful 

substances, including, without limitation, counterfeit or 

real controlled substances, pornographic materials, stolen 

property, or other contraband; 

t3t(iii) use ~y_ undercover---.~~~~--~ as gambling front 

money by-~nde~e~ver-aqent~; and 

t4t1l_~ payment of overtime to state or local law 

-2- SB 128 
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enforcement officers when engaged in special CRIMINAL 

investigations~L 

(e) the payment of funds into th~ account created by 

53-9-109; and 

5 (f) matching federal grants for iaw--enforeement 

6 CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION purposes. 

7 (3) The attorney general shall give the legislature, 

8 not later than 4 months after the end of each fiscal year, a 

9 detailed written report of the amounts and property credited 

10 to the account and of the disposition of money and property 

11 credited to the account, but may not make any disclosure 

12 that would compromise any investigation or prosecution." 

-End-

-3- SB 128 



50th Leglslatu~e SB 0128/02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SENATE BILL NO. 128 

INTRODUCED BY GAGE 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CHANGE THE USES OF 

MONEY AND PROPERTY CREDITED TO THE SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT; AND AMENDING SECTION 44-13-103, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-13-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"44-13-103. Limitations on use of special law 

enforcement assistance account. Money, (1) After property? 

a~d-proeee~~-from-p~oper~y is credited to the account may-be 

~~ed--oniy--for--tfte--follow~~g--types--o£--aetiviti~s~ 

attorney general ~: 

i~. transfer the property to any local or state law 

enforcement a~~~ or-ot~er-9ove~nmen~-en~ity to be used for 

~e:w-_en.foreernent CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION purposes; 

12..L-.~~ll the property by public sale; 

~1 destroy any ~llegal or controlled substances and 

sell .~~~estray raw materials, products, and equipment used 

or ___j~@n~ed for-·- use in manufacturing, compounding, or 

process~0~-~~trolled substancei 

® ... _~o-~e._r_C?_mise and pay claims against the property;. 

and 
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SB 0128/02 

(e) make any other disposition of the property 

authorized by law. 

(2) Money and proceeds from prope_~redited to the 

account may be used by the attorney general for: 

(a) the payment of any expenses necessary to seize, 

detain, appraise, inventory, safeguard, maintain, advertise, 

or sell seized, detained, or forfeited property, including 

but not limited to payment for contract services and 

reimbursement to a federal, state, or_local agency for its 

expenses; 

(b) the payment of awards for information or 

assistance leading to a criminal procee~ing or a civil 

forfeiture proceeding1 

(c) the compromise and pa~nt of claims against 

property; 

(d) the paymen~--- ~sums~ i:aw-enforeemene CRIMINAL 

INVESTIGATION purposes, including b_':!!__!!Ot !_i_m!_ted to: 

tltiil payment of informants; 

titi!ll use by undercover agents to purchase unlawful 

substances, including, without limitation, counterfeit or 

real controlled substances, pornographic materials, stolen 

property, or other contraband: 

t3ti!!ll use by undercover agents as gambling front 

money by-~"dereover-aqen~~; and 

t4t~ payment of overtime to state or local law 

-2- SB 128 
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SB 0128/02 

enforce-ment officers when engag~d in special CRIMINAL 

investigations•l 

1 

2 

3 {e) th~-p~yment _of funds into t_~e account created by 

4 53-9-109: and 

5 i!.l_~~_!._c;h_~~- federal grants for ±lllw--l!'ftforeement 

6 CRI~ INVESTIGATI()~ purpose"-'_ 

7 (3) The at~orney _ _g_eneral shall give the legislature, 

8 not later than ~ months after the end of each fiscal year, a 

9 detailed_'!_~_i!_!~~-~eport of the amounts and property credited 

10 to the account a~d of the disposition of money and property 

11 credited to ~~e ac~ount, but may not make any disclosure 

12 that ~<?_l!l~~~romi~~_l!_ny investigation or prosecution." 

-End-

-3- SB 128 
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SENATE BILL NO. 128 

INTRODUCED BY GAGE 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CHANGE THE USES OF 

MONEY AND PROPERTY CREDITED TO THE SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT: AND AMENDING SECTION 44-13-103, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-13-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"44-13-103. Limitations on use of special law 

enforcement assistance account. Meney7 (1) After propertyy 

and-proe~~d~-from-pre~r~y is credited to the account may-be 

~s~d--only--fer--~he--follewtnq--types--ef--aeti~i~ies~ 

attorn~ general ma__y: 

(a) transfer the property to any local or state law 

enforcement agency er-other-ge¥ern•ent-eft~i~y to be used for 

iaw-enfor~emen~ CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION purposes; 

~~the property by public sale: 

i£1__A~stroy any~illegal or controlled substances and 

sel_! __ Q.! __ __c~estroy raw materials. products, and equip!ient used 

or intend_~_d for us~ in manufacturing, compounding, or 

processing ~ __ con~ rolled sub~tance; 

~compromise _and pay claims against the prope!.!:...u_ 

and 
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(e) make any other disposition of the property 

authorized by law. 

(21 Money and proceeds freD property credited to the 

account may be used by the attorney general for: 

(a) the payment of any expenses necessary to aeize, 

detain, appraise, inventory, safeguard, maintain, advertise, 

or sell seized, detained, or forfeited property, including 

but not limited to payment, for contract services and 

reimbursement to a federal, state, or local agency for its 

expenses; 

(b) _!h., _ _j>a__pent of awards for information or 

assistance leading to a criminal proceeding or a civil 

forfeiture proceeding, 

(c) the compromise and payment of claims againSt 

property; 

(d) the par-ent of sums for !~•-enfe~eement CRIMINAL 

INVESTIGA.TION purposes, inc1udill'l._Eut not limited to: 

tltiil payment of informants: 

t~ti!!l use by undercover agents to purchase unlawful 

substances, including, without limitation, counterfeit or 

real controlled subatancea, pornographic materials, stolen 

property, or other contraband: 

t3t.i!!.!J use by undercover agents as gambling front 

money by-~~d@reover-aq@nta: and 

t4ti!Yl payment of overtime to state or local law 

-2- SB 128 
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enforcement off ice·rs when engaged in special CRIMINAL 

2 investigations~L 

] l_~L_!_~e_p~~~n!: ~_fun<!s into the account created by 

4 g-9_:-__!~_?_i_ __ <!_f!d 

5 ill._ !!'~t_c':i~_g_ gdera.L______g_rants for ~av--enfore~lflf!'"t 

6 CRI~_!.JA_!~_ ~.~~-f2_~'r:lGAT~Q~ E_1..!!_P_~g~~ 

1 ffi __ ~h~ __ ,?_t_~~-~~y _ _9._eneral sh_a_ll give t~~gislature, 

8 not la_~er --~~a_n ___ 4 ____ '!l~·-~!_!!_~~~~~ ~~ Emd ~~_each fiscal year, a 

9 de~~-i !~~ -~i!_~e1_1_~~~E! __ ..Q_f --~he ~oun_!:_s and property credite~ 

10 ~_!.b_t; _ _ii_C~--(_!~~~--~!'-<:i ___ of __ !:_!_'l_!:_ disp9~ition_of ~~~ey and pro~ 

11 credit~c!_!:~ __ t_l}_t; __ ac<;~!!__.t:_~ __ ~~_!__may not make any disclosure 

12 th~-~ wol:l_!~- 5:?_!tlPr_~_!?~-~-n_y ~ nvest igat i9n or prosecution." 

-End-
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