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INTRODUCED BY 

~_.:(i., BILL NO • L.:i!.i::..._ 

~~;~(/J--4.>./t 
' -~~/ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PROCEDURES 

RELATING TO ACTIONS ON CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES TO 

CONFORM TO STATE ELECTION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2302 

THROUGH 7-4-2304, 7-4-2306, 7-4-2309, AND 7-4-2310, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county 

offices. (1) At any time not later than ~-me~ths-before-the 

d&te-of-any-9efteral-eleet±oft-at-whieh--any--eott"ty-··eff~eer~ 

are--to--be--e%eete~ 45 days before the date on which 

d.~clarations for nomination may first be filed for any 

county office, a petition in writing may be filed with the 

board of county commissioners of a county asking for the 

consolidation of any two or mare of said offices by the 

board of such county. 

{2) The petition shall be signed by not less than 15% 

of the q~8lified registered electors of such county v~ose 

name~-appeat"-on-the-re9~~t!-rat:i:on-reeords-thet"eof." 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2303, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-4-2303. Petition for intercounty consolidation of 
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offices. (1) A written petition may also be filed with the 

boards of county commissioners of counties asking for 

consolidation of any two or more offices among several 

counties. 

(2) In the case of consolidation of offices among 

several counties, the petition shall be signed by not less 

than 15\ of the qtta±~~ie~ registered electors in each of the 

counties affected." 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2304, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2304. Petition details. (1) Said petition shall 

be addressed to the board or boards of county commissioners 

of the counties affected and shall set forth and state the 

reasons why such consolidation is believed by the 

petitioners to be necessary or desirable or for the best 

interests of the county taxpayers. 

(2) Each person signing such petition shall place his 

printed last name, post-office addressL and voting precinct 

after his name signature. 

( 3) For __ p_!!_fposes of determining the humber of 

signatures needed on a -·~etition to meet the percentage 

requireme~~s of this part, the number of electors mu~t be 

the number of individuals registered to vote at the 

preceding general election for the count~" 

Section 4. Section 7-4-2306, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2306. Processing of petition resolution of 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
573 I).<;> 
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intent and hearing. {1) Upon the filing of a petition for 

consolidation, the board o~ boards of county commissioners 

shall cause the county clerk or clerks to examine the 

petition and the registration records of the county or 

counties. 

(2) If after such examination the county clerk or 

clerks report to the board or boards of county commissioners 

that the petition has been signed by not less than 15% of 

the q~a%i£ied registered electors of the county whose-names 

appear-oft-~ke-reqtstra~ten--~eeords, the board or boards 

shall set a date for a hearing and pass a resolution of 

intent to consider the consolidation. Upon passage of the 

resolution of intent by the board or boards, proper notice 

shall be given for the hearing. The date for the hearing may 

not be more than 20 days after the filing of the petition or 

the passage of the resolution of intent.'' 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing -- decision. (1) At the 

time designated in said notice, the county commissioners 

shall proceed to hear said petition and the evidence for or 

against the same. Any q~ar~E±ed registered elector of the 

county affected shall have the right to appear and be heard 

upon said petition, subject, however, to the right of the 

county commissioners to limit cumulative testimony and to 

prevent the undue prolonging of said hearing. 
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(2) Within 5 days after the date set for said hearing, 

the board or boards of county commissioners shall make such 

order in relation to the consolidation of said offices as 

they shall deem proper. Such order must be made at least 7. 

days before the date on which declarations _!~or nominatiq_~ 

may_first be filed for any county office." 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. (1) In 

consolidating county offices, the board of county 

commissioners shall, 6-mon~he-p~~o~-eo-the-~enera%-eYeeeion 

heid--£or--~he--pttrpoee--oE--filling--the--o££tees---to---be 

eon~or~eated not less than_? days before the date on which 

declarations for nomination may first be filed for ~ 

office to be conso~.h9_~t-~p or not less than 6 months prier to 

the appointment to the offices to be consolidated, make and 

enter an order combining any two or more of the within-named 

offices. 

(2) Whenever an order consolidating two or more 

offices is made, the order shall be entered in full on the 

board's minutes of proceedings. 

(3} The order shall be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed and published in the county or 

counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks 

following the date of the making and entering of the order." 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. This act is 

-4-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

INTRODUCED BY 

ti:. BILL NO. 

~~>_/1 /•_, _.... __ 

~ 

!. 
~-7 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PROCEDURES 

RELATING TO ACTIONS ON CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES TO 

CONFORM TO STATE ELECTION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2302 

THROUGH 7-4-2304, 7-4-2306, 7-4-2309, AND 7-4-2310, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF •rHE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county 

offices. (1) At any time not later than ~-months-beEore-~he 

d8te-eE-eny-qeneral-eieetion-e~-which--any--eo~nty--oEEicers 

ere--to--be--e~eete~ 45 days before the date on which 

declarations for nomination may first be filed for ~ 

county office, a petition in writing may be filed with the 

board of county commissioners of a county asking for the 

consolidation of any two or more of said offices by the 

board of such county. 

{2) The petition shall be signed by not less than 15% 

of the qde~ified registered electors of such county whose 

neme!-appear-on-the-reqi~trat±on-reeor~~-thereo£.'' 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2303, MCA, is amended to cea.d: 

"7-4-2303. Petition for intercounty consolidation of 
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offices. (1) A written petition may also be filed with the 

boards of county· commissioners of counties asking for 

consolidation of any two or more offices among several 

counties. 

(2) In the case of consolidation of offices among 

several counties, the petition shall be signed by not less 

than 15% of the qualiEied registered electors in each of the 

counties affected.'' 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2304, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-4-2304. Petition details. (1) Said petition shall 

be addressed to the board or boards of county commissioners 

of the counties affected and shall set forth and state the 

reasons why such consolidation is believed by the 

petitioners to be necessary or desirable or for the best 

interests of the county taxpayers. 

(2) Each person signing such petition shall place his 

printed last name, post-office addressL and voting precinct 

after his name signature. 

(3) For purposes of determining the number of 

signatures needed on a petition to meet the per~entage 

requi_~_ements of this part, th~ number of electors must be 

the number of individuals registered to vote at the 

preceding general election !~r the county.'' 

Section 4. Section 7-4-2306, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-4-2306. Processing of petition resolution of 

-2- SECOND READING 
HJ~J~s-
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intent and hearing. (1} Upon the filing of a petition for 

consolidation, the board or boards of county commissioners 

shall cause the county clerk or clerks to examine the 

petition and the registration records of the county or 

counties. 

(2) If after such examination the county clerk or 

clerks report to the board or boards of county commissioners 

that the petition has been signed by not less than 15% of 

the qttali:£ied registered electors of the county w~10!!e-name!! 

appea~-on-the-reg±~trat±on--reeord~, the board or boards 

shall set a date for a hearing and pass a resolution of 

intent to consider the consolidation. Upon passage of the 

resolution of intent by the board or boards, proper notice 

shall be given for the hearing. The date for the hearing may 

not be more than 20 days after the filing of the petition or 

the passage of the resolution of intent." 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing -- decision. (l) At the 

time. designated in said notice, the county commissioners 

shall proceed to hear said petition and the evidence for or 

against the same. Any q~ai~~ied registered elector of the 

county affected shall have the right to appear and be heard 

upon said petition, subject, however, to the right of the 

county commissioners to limit cumulative testimony and to 

prevent the undue prolonging of said hearing. 
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{2) Within 5 days after the date set for said hearing, 

the board or boards of county commissioners shall make such 

order ln relation to the consolidation of said offices as 

they shall deem proper. Such order must be made at least 7 
~~-----·-

~s before_~~ date ~n which declaratiol)~_for n_2_~~nati~~~ 

may first be filed for any county office." 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read: 

HJ-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. {1) In 

consolidating county offices, the board of county 

commissioners shall, 6-month~-prior-to-the-gener8l-election 

heid--£or--~~~--p~rpose--of--£i%~ing--~he--ef~iee~---~e---he 

consei±d8ted not less than 7 days before the date on which 

declarations for nomi~~ti~~1_11-~~_i-~~ be_~_!-~_~f2.E~_<!~ 

office to be consolidated or not less than 6 months prior to 

the appointment to the offices to be consolidated, make and 

enter an order combining any two or more of the within-named 

offices. 

12) Whenever an order consolidating two or more 

offices is made, the order shall be entered in full on the 

board's minutes of proc~edings. 

(3} The order shall be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed and published in the county or 

counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks 

following the date of the making and entering of the order . 1
' 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. This act is 

-4-
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~BILL NO,~ 
INTRODUCED BY ~~=·('1 · · 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PROCEDURES 

RELATING TO ACTIONS ON CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES TO 

CONFORM TO STATE ELECTION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2302 

THROUGH 7-4-2304, 7-4-2306, 7-4-2309, AND 7-4-2310, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county 

offices. (1) At any time not later than T-months-befere-ehe 

date-of-any-qenera%-e%eetion-ae-whieh--any--eo~nty--o££±eere 

are--to--be--eleeted 45 days before the date on which 

declarations for nomination may first be filed for any 

county office, a petition in writing may be filed with the 

board of county commissioners of a county asking for the 

consolidation of any two or more of said offices by the 

board of such county. 

{2) The petition shall be signed by not less than 15% 

of the ~tt8~if~~d registered electors of such county who3e 

~eme~-a~~eer-on-~~e-regi~t~ft~~o"-reeo~d~-~~e~eo£." 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2303. Petition for intercounty consolidation of 
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offices. (1) A Written petition may also be filed with the 

boards of county commissioners of counties asking for 

consolidation of any two or more offices among several 

counties. 

(2) In the case of consolidation of offices among 

several counties, the petition shall be signed by not less 

than 15\ of the queit£ied registered electors in each of the 

counties affected." 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2304, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-4-2304. Peti tlon details. ( 1) Said petition shall 

be addressed to the board or boards of county commissioners 

of the counties affected and shall set forth and state the 

reasons why such consolidation is believed by the 

petitioners to be necessary or desirable or for the best 

interests of the county taxpayers. 

(2) Each person signing such petition shall place his 

printed last name, post-office addressL and voting precinct 

after his ~ame signature. 

(3) For purposes of determining the number of 

signatures needed on a petition to meet the percentage 

requirements of this part, the number o~ electors must be 

the number of individuals registered to vote at the 

preceding general election for the county." 

Section 4.· Section 7-4-2306, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-4-2306. Processing of petition resolution of 

-2- THIRD READING 
St:J-/,1. s-
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intent and hearing. Ill Upon the filing of a petition for 

consolidation, the board or boa.rds of county comm-issioners 

shall cause the county clerk or clerks to examine the 

petition and the registration records of the county or 

counties. 

(2) If after such examination the county clerk or 

clerks report to the board or boards of county commissioners 

that the petition has been signed by not less than 15l of 

the •D~%i6ied registered electors of the county wboae-naaes 

appear-eft-~he-registra~ion--reeords. the board or boards 

shall set a date for a hearing and pass a resolution of 

in-tent to consider the consolidation. Upon passage of the 

resolution of intent by the bo4rd or boards, proper notice 

shall be given for the hearing. The date. for the hearing may 

not be more than 20 days after the filing of the petition or 

the passage of the resolution of intent. •• 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing --decision. Ill At the 

time designated in said notice, the county commissioners 

shall proceed to hear said petition and the evidence for or 

against the same. Any qnait~ted registered elector of the 

county affected shall have the right to appear and be heard 

upon said petition, subject, however, to the right of the 

county commissioners to limit cumulative testimony and to 

prevent the undue prolonging of said hearing. 

-3-
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121 Within 5 days after the date set for said hearing, 

the boa-rd or boards of county commissioners shall make such 

order in relation to the consolidation of said offices as 

they shall deem proper. such order must be made at least 7 

days before the date on which declarations for nomination 

may first be filed for any county office.•• 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. Ill In 

consolida_ting county offices, the board of county 

commissioners shall, 6-aenths-pr~er-to-the-generai-eiee~ien 

he%<1--£'or--the--p1Srpeae--o£'--£H:l::tng--the--e£'£',;,eea---to---lle 

eenso%:t<l<ote<l not lass than 7 days before the date on which 

declarations for nomination may first be filed fo·r any 

office to b~ consolidated or not less than 6 months prior to 

the appointment to the offices to be consolidate~, make and 

ente-r an order combining any two or more of the within-named 

offices. 

(2) Whenever an order consolidating two or more 

offices is made, the o-rder shall be entered in full on the 

board•s minutes of proceedings. 

Ill The order shall be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed and published in the county or 

counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks 

following the date of the making and entering of the order.•• 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. This act is 

-4-
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SENATE BILL NO. 125 

INTRODUCED BY HARDING, VAUGHN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PROCEDURES 

RELATING TO ACTIONS ON CONSOLIDATION OF COUNTY OFFICES TO 

CONFORM TO STATE ELECTION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2302 

THROUGH 7-4-2304, 7-4-2306, 7-4-2309, AND 7-4-2310, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2302. Petition for consolidation of county 

offices. (1) At any time not later than ~-mo"~n~-b~for~-the 

d8t~-of-8ny-9enerai-eieee±o"-at-wn~eh--any--eottnty--o££±eer~ 

are--to--be--e%eeted 45 days before the date on which 

de~7_!_9rations for nomina!:!_on may first be filed _fo!_~ 

county office, a petition in writing may be filed with the 

board of county c.onunissioners of a county asking for the 

consolidation of any two or more of said offices by the 

board of such county. 

(21 The petition shall be signed by not less than 15% 

of the ~t1alifieO ~_gistered electors of such county who~e 

nemes-appear-on-the-registrat~on-reeord~-there~f. 11 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2303, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-4-2303. Petition for intercounty consolidation of 
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offices. (1) A written petition may also be filed with the 

boards of county commissioners of counties asking for 

consolidation of any two or more offices among several 

counties. 

(2) In the case of consolidation of offices among 

several counties, the petition shall be signed by not less 

than 15\ of the q~~~t~ied registered electors in each of the 

counties affected." 

Section 3. Section 7-4-2304, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 7-4-2304. Petition details. (1) Said petition shall 

be addressed to the board or boards of county commissioners 

of the counties affected and shall set forth and state the 

reasons why such consolidation is believed by the 

petitioners to be necessary or desirable or for the best 

interests of the county taxpayers. 

(2) Each person signing such petition shall place his 

printed last name, post-office addressL and voting precinct 

after his name signature. 

_Lll__E'o_r__~ ~ 12u r poses of determining the number of 

signatures needed on a petition to meet the percent __ ~ 

requi re~-~.t~ _ __S?J ~hi~ £~~~~~~~-~~~_of ~ectors -~s t be 

the number of ._ir.dividua~- registered to vote at the 

preceding.-~-~e-~-~l ~l~_c_~_ion_XS:1! ___ ~!J-~- coun~" 

Section 4. Section 7--4-2306, MCA, is amended to read: 

~7-4-2306. Processing of petition resolutio:l of 

-2- SB 12':) 
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intent and hearing. (1) Upon the filing of a petition for 

consolidation, the board or boards of county commissioners 

shall cause the county clerk or clerks to examine the 

petition and the registration records of the county or 

counties. 

(2J If after such examination the county clerk or 

clerks report to the board or boards of county conunissioners 

that the petition has been signed by not less than 15% of 

the q~a~~E~ed ~istered electors of the county whose-name~ 

appear-on-the-~e~i~tration--records, the board or boards 

shall set a date for a hearing and pass a resolution of 

intent to consider the consolidation. Upon passage of the 

resolution of intent by the board or boards, proper notice 

shall be given for the hearing. The date for the hearing may 

not be more than 20 days after the filing of the petition or 

the passage of the resolution of intent." 

Section 5. Section 7-4-2309, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-4-2309. Conduct of hearing -- decision. (1) At the 

time designated in said notice, the county commissioners 

shall proceed to hear said petition and the evidence for or 

against the same. Any q~ali£ied ~istered elector of the 

county affected shall have the right to appear and be heard 

upon said petition, subject, however, to the right of the 

county commissioners to limit cumulative testimony and to 

prevent the undue prolonging of said hearing. 

-3- SB 125 
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(2) Within 5 days after the date set for said t1earing, 

the board or boards of county commissioners shall make such 

order in relation to the consolidation of said offices as 

they shall deem proper. Such order must be made at_ lea~~--_2 

days before the date on which declarations for n_omination 

may first be filed for any county office.'' 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-2310. Order for consolidation of offices. ( 1) In 

consolidating county offices, the board of county 

commissioners shall, 6-mo~tft~-prior-to-the-generBi-eZeetion 

held--£or--the--pttrpo~e--o£--£ilTiftg--the--o££iee~---to---be 

eon~olidated not less than 7 days before the date on which 

declarations for nomination may first be filed _f~X 

office to be consolidated or not less than 6 months prior to 

the appointment to the offices to be consolidated, make and 

enter an order combining any two or more of the within-named 

offices. 

(2) Whenever an order consolidating two or more 

offices is made, the order shall be entered in full on the 

board's minutes of proceedings. 

(3) The order shall be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed and published in the county or 

counties affected, for a period of 2 successive weeks 

following the date of the making and entering of the order." 

NEW SE~TION. Section 7. Effective date. This act is 
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