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')~ BILL NO. _5__ 

INTRODUCED BY _o/lt;·l.:~2~t:;--vL~---------------
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT RAISING THE AMOUNTS OF 

PROPERTY DAMAGE RESULTING FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT THAT 

TRIGGER NOTIFICATION TO ANO REPORTING BY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-7-108 AND 61-7-109, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-108, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-108. Immediate notice of accidents. The driver 

of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to 

or death of any person or property damage to an apparent 

extent of $~99 ~ or more shall immediately by the 

quickest means of communication give notice of such accident 

to the local police department if such accident occurs 

within a municipality, otherwise to the office of the county 

sheriff or the nearest office of the highway patrol." 

Section 2. Section 61-7-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-109. Written reports of accidents -- additional 

information -- form of report. (1) The operator of any motor 

vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident 

within this state in which any person is killed or injured 

or in which damage to the property of any one person in 
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LC 0631/01 

excess of $%56 i!QQ is sustained shall, within 10 days after 

such accident, report the matter in writing to the 

department unless the accident was investig~ted and reported 

by a law enforcement officer as provided in subsection (3). 

(2) The department may require any driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accident of which report must be made as 

provided in this section to file supplemental reports 

whenever the original report is insufficient and may require 

witnesses of accidents to render reports. 

(3) Every law enforcement officer who in the regular 

course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident in 

which any person is killed or injured or in which damage to 

the property of any pers~n exceeds $~58 $400, either at the 

time of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 

interviewing participants or witnesses, shall within 10 days 

after completing the investigation forward a written report 

of the accident to the department. 

(4) The form of the accident report required under 

this section shall contain information sufficient to enable 

the department to determine whether the requirements for the 

deposit of security for safety responsibility are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or 

other exemptions specified in this part." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of justice to make 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
S' B • 7' 
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1 rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

2 extended to the provisions of this act. 

-End-

-3-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB076, as originally introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act raising the amounts of property damage resulting from a motor vehicle accident that trigger notification 
to and reporting by law enforcement officers; and amending sections 61-7-108 and 61-7-109, MCA. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
N/A 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Since most damage in accidents reported to law enforcement officers are above the limits set in the proposed 
legislation there will be no fiscal impact. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES: 
N/A 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
N/A 

TECHNICAL OR MECHANICAL DEFECTS IN PROPOSED LEGISLATION OR CONFLICTS WITH EXISTING LEGISLATION: 
N/A 

DA 

( 
?f_d4f ~ DATE /-/j'- 'f>/ 

HUBERT J. ~RAMS, PRIMARY SPONSOR 

Fiscal Note for SB076, as introduced. 

$(1-?t 



50th Legislature LC 0631/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l] 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

INTRODUCED BY 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

BILL NO. ..2:5f_ 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "'AN ACT RAISING THE AMOUNTS OF 

PROPERTY DAMAGE RESULTING FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT THAT 

TRIGGER NOTIFICATION TO AND REPORTING BY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-7-108 AND 61-7-109, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-108, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-108. Immediate notice of accidents. The driver 

of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to 

or death of any person or property damage to an apparent 

extent of $189 $250 or more shall immediately by the 

quickest means of communication give notice of such accident 

to the local police department if such accident occurs 

within a municipality, otherwise to the office of the county 

sheriff or the nearest office of the highway patrol." 

Section 2. Section 61-7-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-109. Written reports of accidents -- additional 

information -- form of report. (1) The operator of any motor 

vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident 

within this state in which any person is killed or injured 

or in which damage to the property of any one person in 
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excess of $%59 $400 is sustained shall, within 10 days after 

such accident, report the matter in writing to the 

department unless the accident was investigated and reported 

by a law enforcement officer as provided in subsection (3). 

(2) The department may require any driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accident of which report must be made as 

provided in this section to file supplemental reports 

whenever the original report is insufficient and may require 

witnesses of accidents to render reports. 

(3) Every law enforcement officer who in the regular 

course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident in 

which any person is killed or injured or in which damage to 

the property of any person exceeds $~56 $400~ either at the 

time of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 

interviewing participants or witnesses, shall within 10 days 

after completing the investigation forward a written report 

of the accident to the department. 

(4) The form of the accident report required under 

this section shall contain information sufficient to enable 

the department to determine whether the requirements for the 

deposit of security for safety responsibility are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or 

other exemptions specified in this part." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of justice to make 

-2- SECOND READING 
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1 rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

2 extended to the provisions of this act. 

-End-

-3-
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INTRODUCED BY ;f~ 
-=~~~-----------------------

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT RAISING THE AMOUNTS OF 

PROPERTY DAMAGE RESULTING FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT THAT 

TRIGGER NOTIFICATION TO AND REPORTING BY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS: AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-7-iOB AND 61-7-109, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-108, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-108. Immediate notice of accidents. The driver 

of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to 

or death of any person or property damage to an apparent 

extent of $%99 $250 or more shall immediately by the 

quickest means of communication give notice of such accident 

to the local police department if such accident occurs 

within a municipality, otherwise to the office of the county 

sheriff or the nearest office of the highway patrol." 

Section 2. Section 61-7-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

1161-7-109. Written reports of accidents -- additional 

infor~tion -- form of report. (1} The operator of any motor 

vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident 

within this state in which any person is killed or injured 

or in which damage to the property of any one person in 
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excess of $i59 $400 is sustained shall, within 10 days after 

such accident, report the matter in writing to the 

department unless the accident was investigated and reported 

by a law enforcement officer as provided in subsection (3). 

(2) The department may require any driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accident of which report must be made as 

provided in this section to file supplemental reports 

whenever the original report is insufficient and may require 

witnesses of accidents to render reports. 

(3) Every law enforcement officer who in the regular 

course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident in 

which any person is killed or injured or in which damage to 

the property of any person exceeds $%56 $400, either at the 

time of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 

interviewing participants or witnesses, shall within 10 days 

after completing the investigation forward a written report 

of the accident to the department. 

(4) The form of the accident report required under 

this section shall contain information sufficient to enable 

the department to determine whether the requirements for the 

deposit of security for safety responsibility are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or 

other exemptions specified in this part." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of justice to make 

-2- THIRD 
SB 
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1 rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

2 extended to the provisions of this act. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO, 76 

INTRODUCED BY ABRAMS 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT RAISING THE AMOUNTS OF 

PROPERTY DAMAGE RESULTING FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT THAT 

TRIGGER NOTIFICATION TO AND REPORTING BY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-7-108 AND 61-7-109, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-108, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-108. Immediate notice of accidents. The driver 

of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to 

or death of any person or property damage to an apparent 

extent of $199 $250 or more shall immediately by the 

quickest means of communication give notice of such accident 

to the local police department if such accident occurs 

within a municipality, otherwise to the office of the county 

sheriff or the nearest office of the highway patrol." 

Section 2. Section 61-7-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-109. Written reports of accidents -- additional 

information -- form of report. (1) The operator of any motor 

vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident 

within this state in which any person is killed or injured 

or in which damage to the property of any one person in 

~"' "•'""'"' '""~" 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0076/02 

excess of $i59 $400 is sustained shall, within 10 days after 

such accident, report the matter in writing to the 

department unless the accident was investigated and reported 

by a law enforcement officer as provided in subsection (3). 

(2) The department may require any driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accident of which report must be mdde as 

provided in this section to file supplemental reports 

whenever the original report is insufficient and may require 

witnesses of accidents to render reports. 

(3) Every law enforcement officer who in the regular 

course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident in 

which any person is killed or injured or in which damage to 

the property of any person exceeds $i!59 $4q__q, either at the 

time of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 

interviewing participants or witnesses, shall within 10 days 

after completing the investigation forward a written report 

of the accident to the department. 

(4) The form of the accident report required under 

this section shall contain information sufficient to enable 

the department to determine whether the requirements for the 

deposit of security for safety responsibility are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or 

other exemptions specified in this part." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of justice to make 

-2- 58 76 

REFERENCE BILL 



SB 0076/02 

1 rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is 

2 extended to the provisions of this act. 

-End-

-3- SB 76 


