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INTRODUCED BY & • L NO. --"£._ ~ .I!JZ =?=a .. £ p 
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO DESIGNATE CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES AS 

PEACE OFFICERS FOR PURPOSES OF ENFORCING MOTOR CARRIER 

SAFETY STANDARDS; PROVIDING. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF 

SAFETY STANDARDS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 44-l-1005 AND 

69-12-108, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1, Section 44-1-1005, MCA, is amended to read: 

"44-1-1005, Motor carriers safety -- enforcement 

penalties. (l) The department of justice shall: 

(a) adopt, by rule, standards for safety of operations 

of motor carriers, each of whom is considered to consent 

impliedly to reasonable safety inspections of ita motor 

vehicles utilized in furtherance of its business as a motor 

carrier I 

(b) provide standards for the safe operation of all 

motor vehicles used in commerce that exceed 26,000 pounds 

gross vehicle weight, except farm vehicles; and 

(C) provide for the safe operation of vehicles of less 

than 26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight if they are used to 
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transport passengers for hire or to transport hazardous 

materials of a type or quantity that requires the vehicle to 

be marked or placarded in accordance with rules adopted by 

the department. 

( 2) Standards of safety adopted pursuant to 

subsections (l)(b) and (1)(c) must be the same as prescribed 

for motor carriers, and the same inspection standards and 

procedures apply. However, standards relating to drivers, 

other than drivers for motor carriers, do not apply to a 

vehicle operated exclusively within a 200-mile radius of its 

work reporting location. 

(3) The highway patrol has responsibility for 

enforcement of standards adopted pursuant to subsection 

(l)(a). Inspection of a vehicle based in Montana may, at 

the request of the carrier, be made at the place of business 

or domicile of the vehicle owner or, if that is not a 

practicable inspection site, at a designated location and at 

a mutually agreeable time. After inspection, a vehicle 

found to conform to the standards adopted pursuant to 

subsection ( l) (a) is entitled to certification and 

identification to exempt it from further safety inspection 

until the next required periodic inspection or until a 

nonconformity with standards is apparent. Nothing in this 

section prohibits the inspection of a motor vehicle as 

defined by subsection (l)(a) at a safe location on a public 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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road. 

(4) The department shall cooperate with the department 

of highways to assure minimum duplication and maximum 

coordination of enforcement effort. 

(5) The department may designate and train civilian 

employees as inspectors within the motor carrier safety 

administration program. Each civilian inspector is a peace 

officer but may exercise only the powers set forth in 

subsections (5) and (6) of 61-10-141 for the limited purpose 

of enforcement of standards adopted pursuant to subsection 

(1) of this section. 

(6) Violations of the standards adopted pursuant to 

subsection (1) are punishable as provided in 69-12-108." 

Section 2. Section 69-12-108~ MCA, is amended to r~ad: 

"69-12-108. Violations. 1!l Any motor carrier subject 

to the provisions of this chapter7--as--amended7 or the 

standards adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005 wftene¥er--any--sueh 

meter--carr~er--~e--a--eerporat~en7--any-direeter-er-efficer 

thereo£7-any-rece%ver7-tr~stee7--1essee7--agent7--or--person 

aeting--foP--er--empleyed--by--s~eft-eePporatieftT-any-persen, 

eerporatien,-ep-asseeiatien-er-e!fieeP7 -egent,--er--empleyee 

thereof:--or--any--breker--ef-preperty-er-o££icer7-agent7-or 

emp%oyee-tftereof who violates or fails to comply with or who 

procures, aids, or abets in the violation of any provision 

of this chapter 7 --as--amendedr or the standards adopted 
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pursuant to 44-1-1005, or who fails to obey, observe, or 

comply with any lawful order, decision, rule, direction, 

demand, or requirement of the commission or any part of the 

provisions thereof is: 

t%tl!l subject to a civil penalty, to be collected and 

deposited to the general fund by the commission after notice 

and hearing, in an amount not less than $25 or more than 

$500 for the first offense and not less than $25 or more 

than $1,000 for each subsequent offense; or 

tit~ subject, upon conviction in a justice's court, 

to a fine of not less than $25 or more than $500 for the 

first offense and not less than $25 or more than $1,000 for 

each subsequent offense. 

(2) If a motor carrier is a corporation, a director or 

officer thereof; a receiver, trustee, lessee, agent, or 

person acting for or employed by such corporation; or a 

broker of property or an officer, agent, or employee thereof 

charged with a violation is subject to the penalties 

provided in this section." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of justice or the 

public service commission to make rules on the subject of 

the provisions of this act is extended to the provisions of 

this act. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance wi~h a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB069, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act authorizing the Department of Justice to designate civilian employees as peace officers for purposes of 
enforcing motor carrier safety standards, and providing penalties for violations of those standards. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. Motor vehicle safety inspectors of the Highway Patrol Division are the designated civilian employees. 
2. 1800 commercial vehicle inspections will result in out-of-service violations for either vehicle and/or 

driver per year. 
3. Half of those violations will result in summonses being written with $100 being the average fine. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY88 FY89 
Current Proposed Current Proposed 

Law Law Difference Law Law Difference 
Expenditures: $ 198,720 $ 198,720 $ 0 $ 198,890 $ 198,890 $ 0 

Funding: 
Federal $ 198,720 $ 198,720 $ 0 $ 198,890 $ 198,890 $ 0 

Revenues: $ 0 $ 90,000 $ 90,000 $ 0 $ 90,000 $ 90,000 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES: 
The revenue collected will be deposited in the county treasury where the violation occurred. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
N/A 

TECHNICAL OR MECHANICAL DEFECTS IN PROPOSED LEGISLATION OR CONFLICTS WITH EXISTING LEGISLATION: 
N A 

~ T~DATE l!lp2 
WILLIAM FARRELL, PRIMARY SPONSOR / 

Fiscal Note for SB069, as introduced. 

st'J- '9 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

SENATE BILL NO. 69 

INTRODUCED BY FARRELL 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO DESIGNATE CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES AS 

PEACE OFFICERS P9R--P~RP9SBS--SP--BNP9REfNS--M9~9R--EARRfER 

SAPB~¥---S~ANBARBS WITH LIMITED JURISDICTION; PROVIDING 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF SAFETY STANDARDS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 44-1-1005 AND 69-l~-!88 61-9-512, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-l-1005, MCA, is amended to read: 

"44-1-1005. Motor carriers safety -- enforcement 

penalties. (1) The department of justice shall: 

(a) adopt, by rule, standards for safety of operations 

of motor carriers, each of whom is considered to consent 

impliedly to reasonable safety inspections of its motor 

vehicles utilized in furtherance of its business as a motor 

carrier; 

(b) provide standards for the safe operation of all 

motor vehicles used in commerce that exceed 26,000 pounds 

gross vehicle weight, except farm ~ehicles; and 

(c) provide for the safe operation of vehicles of less 

than 26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight if they are used to 
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transport passengers for hire or to transport hazardous 

materials of a type or quantity that requires the vehicle to 

be marked or placarded in accordance with rules adopted by 

the department. 

( 2) Standards of safety adopted pursuant to 

subsections (l)(b) and (l)(c) must be the same as prescribed 

for motor carriers, and the same inspection standards and 

procedures apply. However, standards relating to drivers, 

other than drivers for motor carriers, do not apply to a 

vehicle operated exclusively within a 200-mile radius of its 

work reporting location. 

(3) The highway patrol has responsibility foe 

enforcement of standards adopted pursuant to subsection 

( 1)(a). Inspection of a vehicle based in Montana may, at 

the request of the carrier, be made at the place of business 

or domicile of the vehicle owner or, if that is not a 

practicable inspection site, at a designated location and at 

a mutually agreeable time. After inspection, a vehicle 

found to conform to the standards adopted pursuant to 

subsection ( l) (a) is entitled to certification and 

identification 

until the next 

to exempt it from further safety inspection 

required periodic inspection or until a 

nonconformity with standards is apparent. Nothing in this 

section prohibits the inspection cf a motor vehicle as 

defined by subsection (l)(a) at a safe location on a public 
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road. 

{4) The department shall cooperate with the department 

of highways to dSsure minimum duplicalion and maximum 

coordination of enforcement effort. 

(5) The department _fi!dY designate and train civilian 

employees as -~nspectors within the motor carr:1er safety 

edm±ni~trati~n ASSISTANCE program. Each civilian insp~ct~ 

i§_~ peace officer bttt-may--e~ere±~e--on±y--th~--power~--~et 

£orth--±n--~~~~eetions---t5t--Bnd--t6t--of--~~-%S-t4±-for-the 

i ±mi-te d.- pt1 r po ~e-o£ -_e~ r'l £-ore eme n t-o£-~ t a nd.a rd.~- e: d opted:- ptt r ~ 1:2an t 

to-~t~b~eetion-t±t-o~-th±~--~eet±ono WHOSE JURISDICTION IS 

LIMITED TO ENFORCEMENT OF VIOLATIONS OF CHAP~'ERS 5 AND 9 OF 

TITLE 61 AND ANY STANDARDS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SUBSEC'fiONS 

(1) AND (2) OF THIS SECTION. EACH EMPLOYEE SO DESIGNATED AS 

A PEACE OFFICER MAY: 

(A) ISSUE CITATIONS AND MAKE ARRESTS; 

(B) ISSUE SUMMONS; 

1~) ~ACCEPT BAIL; 

1Ql__SE~VE WARRANTS OF ARREST; 

(E) MAKE REASONABLE INSPECTIONS OF CARGO CARRIED BY 

COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES; 

i!l_MAKE REASONABLE SAFETY INSPECT!9NS OF COMMERCIAL 

MOTOR VEHICLES; AND 

(G) REQUIRE PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE 

CARGO, pRTVER, ROUTING, MAINTENAN~..i?_LOR_ OWNERSHIP OF SUCH 
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VEHICLES. 

(6) Violations of the standards adonted pursuant to 

subsection (1) are punishable as provided _in 69-Y~-Tee 

61-9-ol2." 

S~et~~n-~o--Se~~ten-69-±2-lSB,-MeA,-±~-amended-to-reod~ 

ll69-±Z-±98o--Violat±o~~• t±i--Any-mete~-eerrier-~ttbjeet 

to-the-prov±~±o~~--o~--t~±~--ena~~~~,--a~--am~nded7 --or the 

~tandard~--adepted--p~rsttant--te-44-!-1895 whenever-any-~ttch 

motor-earrier-±~-a--eorporat±onr--any--d±ree~or--or--of~±e~r 

thereof,--any--reeei~er,-·-trtt~tee,--te~~ee 7 -agent 7 -or-per~en 

aet±ng-for-or-employed--by--~tleh--eorpor~tion~--any~--person 1 

eorporation,--or--a~~oeiat~on-er-off~eer7-~9ent 7 -or-employee 

thereof;-or-any-bro~er-o£-property--or--o£fteer7--e9~fit 7 --or 

empioyee-thereo£-who-vtelate~-or-ratl~-to-eomply-with-or-wno 

proe~res,--aids,--or-abets-±n-the-•±o~et±on-o£-any-provi~±on 

of-th±s--enaptery--e~--amendedt or--the--~tandard~--adopted 

pttrstta~~~~to--4~~T-T995 7 or--who-fa±l~-to-obey 1 -ob~erve7 -or 

eomply-witn-any-iawful--order,--deeis±on,--ra±e,--d±reet±onr 

demand,--or-req~±rement-oE-the-eomm±~~±on-or-any-p~rt-of-the 

~rov±s±ons-thereof-±~~ 

t~ti!i--~ttbjee~-to-a-eivtl-penalty,-to-be-colleeted-and 

deposited-to-the-generai-Ettnd-by-the-eommis~±on-after-not±ee 

ond-hearin9r-±n-an-amettnt-not-ie~~-than--$~5--or--more--than 

$599--for--the--f±rst--o££en~e~and-not-te~~-th~n-~Z5-or~more 

than-$i 7999-Eor-eaeh-s~bseqttene-oE£en~e7-or 

-4- SB 69 
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t%t~--~~e;ee~,-~pon-ee~Y~e~~o~-!n-a-j~st±ee~~--eo~re7 

~o--a--£i~e--o£--fte~-Te~s-tha~-$i5-or-more-~h~n-$599-£or-the 

f±rst-o££e~~e-a"d-not-±e~~-than-$~5-or-more-than-~±Tese--~or 

eeeh-s~bseqtte"t-o££en~e~ 

t~t--~£-a-motor-earr±er-~~-a-corporat~on;-a-O~reeto~-or 

o£t~~er--thereoE;--a--reee±ver;--tr~~tee,--!e~see7-agentr-or 

eerson-aet±n9-£or-or-emp%oyed--br--~~eh--eorporat~on;--or--a 

bro~er-o£-property-or-an-o££±eer,-agent7 -or-emp±oyee-thereo£ 

eharged--w±th--a--v±o!ation--±s--s~bjeet--to--the--penalt±e~ 

10 ero¥±ded-±n-th±s-seet±on~u 

ll 

12 

SECTION 2. SECTION 61-9-512, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

1'61-9-512. Violation of rules penalty. ill Any 

13 violation of any rules adopted by the department ~ha~~--be 

14 deemed is a misdemeanor. 

15 

16 

1Il_ A person convicted of any standard ad9£~ed 

pursuant to 44-l-1005 shall be fined not less than $25 or 

17 more than $500 for the fi~st offense and not less than $2~ 

18 or more than $1,000 for each subsequen~ offense. 

19 (3) The penalties provided in subsection (2) app~y _!Q 

20 any motor carrier that is a corporation subject to the 

21 standards adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005. The penalties_ ~?~ 

22 be imposed against: 

~ a director or officer of the corporation; 23 

24 1E..l___ any receiver, trustee, les~ee, agent, ?....!": person 

25 acting for o~_employed by the corporat~on; or 
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(c) any broker of property or officer, agent, 

employee thereof." 

or 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of justice or--the 

p~bite--~ervice--cemmi~~ion to make rules on the subject of 

the p~ovisions of this act is extended to the provisions of 

this act. 

-End-

-6- SB 69 
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SENATE BILL NO. 69 

INTRODUCED BY FARRELL 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "'AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO DESIGNATE CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES AS 

PEACE OFFICERS P9R--PBRP9SBS--9P--BNPBRe~N8--MeTeR--eARRIBR 

SAPB~¥---S~ANBARBS WITH LIMITED JURISDICTION; PROVIDING 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF SAFETY STANDARDS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 44-1-1005 AND 69-H-188 61-9-512, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-1-1005, MCA, is amended to read: 

"44-1-1005. Motor carriers safety -- enforcement 

penalties. {1) The department of justice shall: 

(a} adopt, by rule, standards for safety of operations 

of motor carriers, each of whom is considered to consent 

impliedly to reasonable safety inspections of its motor 

vehicles utilized in furtherance of its business as a motor 

carrier; 

(b) provide standards for the safe operation of all 

motor vehicles used in commerce that exceed 26,000 pounds 

gross vehicle weight, except farm vehicles; and 

(c) p~ovide for the safe operation of vehicles of less 

than 26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight if they are used to 
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transport passengers for hire or to transport hazardous 

materials"of a type or quantity that ~equires the vehicle to 

be marked or placarded in acco~dance with rules adopted by 

the department. 

( 2) Standards of safety adopted pursuant to 

subsections (l}(b) and {l)(c) must be the same as prescribed 

for motor carriers, and the same inspection standards and 

procedures apply. However, standards relating to drivers, 

other than drivers for motor carriers, do not apply to a 

vehicle operated exclusively within a 200-mile radius of its 

work reporting location. 

( 3} The highway patrol has responsibility for 

enforcement of standards adopted pursuant to subsection 

(1)(a). Inspection of a vehicle based in Montana may, at 

the request of the carrier, be made at th@ place of business 

or domicile of the vehicle owner or, if that is not a 

practicable inspection site, at a designated location and at 

a mutually agreeable time. After inspection, a vehicle 

found to conform to the standards adopted pursuant to 

subsection (l)(a) is entitled to certification and 

identification to @Xempt it from further safety inspection 

until the next required p@riodic inspection or until a 

nonconformity with standards is apparent. Nothing in this 

section prohibits the inspection of a motor vehicle as 

defined by subsection (l}(a) at a safe location on a public 

-2- SB 69 
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road. 

{4) The department shall cooperate with the department 

of highways to assure minimum duplication and maximum 

coordination of enforcement effort. 

(5) The department may designate and train civilian 

employees as inspectors ~ithin the motor carrier safety 

admini:~trati:on ASSISTA_BCE .e!._~g_~~.!!!.-· Each civilian inspector 

is a peace officer eu~-may--~x~reise--~niy--the--pewers--set 

£orth--±n--~tlb5eet±ons--t5t--and--t6t--o£--6t-l9-l4i-fer-the 

limited-p~rpose-ot-enforeement-of-standards-adopted-p~rs~ant 

to-s~hseetien-tit-o£-th*~--seet~on. WHOSE JURISDICTION IS 

LIMITED TO ENFORCEMENT OF VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTERS 5 AND 9 OF 

TITLE 61 AND ANY STANDARDS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTIONS 

(1) AND (2) OF THIS SECTION. EACH EMPLOYEE SO DESIGNATED AS 

A PEACE OFFICER MAY: 

(A) ISSUE CITATIONS AND MAKE ARRESTS; 

(B) ISSUE SUMMONS; 

(C) ACCEPT BAIL; 

(D) SERVE WARRANTS OF ARREST; 

(E) MAKE REASONABLE INSPECTIONS OF CARGO CARRIED BY 

COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES; 

(F) MAKE REASONABLE SAFETY INSPECTIONS OF COMMERCIAL 

MOTOR VEHICLES; AND 

(G) REQUIRE PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE 

CARGO, DRIVER, ROUTING, MAINTENANCE, OR OWNERSHIP OF SUCH 
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VEHICLES. 

(6) Violations of the standards adopted pursuant to 

subsection (1) are punishable as provi~~~~ 69-ii-%98 

61-9-512." 

S~e~ion-io--Seetion-69-l%-i98;-M€Ar-±~-ameftded-to-read~ 

•69-ii-i98o--Yioia~±onso 1!1--Any-metor-earr±~r-s~bjeet 

to-the-prov±s±ons--of--th±s--ehapter,--as--amendedr--or ~he 

~tandards--adopted--pttr~ttant--to-44-l-1995 whene¥er-any-sttch 

motor-carr±er-±~-a--eorporation,--any--direetor--or--off±cer 

thereo~~--any--reee±ver,--trttsteeT--iessee,-aqent;-or-person 

aetinq-for-or-empl~yed--hy--stteh--eorporation7--any--personr 

eorperat±onr--or--assoeiation-or-of£ieer;-a~ent;-or-employee 

thereof;-er-any-b~ek~r-of-property--er--offie~r,--e9entT--or 

empioyee-~ft~reo£-wfto-•ioiate~-or-faii~-to-eompiy-witft-or-wfte 

proeHres7 --atds,--or-abets-~n-tfte-vioiet~on-of-any-provision 

of-this--ehapter,--as--amended, or--the--standards--adopted 

p~rsHant--to--44-i-19957 er--whe-fails-to-obey,-oh~erve,-or 

eomply-wi~h-any-iaw£Hi--or~er,--decision,--rH!e,--direetion, 

demand7--or-reqHirement-ot-~he-eo.m±ssion-or-any-par~-o£-the 

provisions-~hereo!-is~ 

t~tf!l--s~bjeet-~o-a-eivil-penalty,-to-be-eolieete~-and 

~eposited-to-the-,eneral-fHnd-by-the-commission-afeer-notiee 

and-hearin9,-in-an-amoHnt-not-less-than--$i5--or--more--than 

$599--for--tfte--£irst--offense-and-not-iess-than-$i5-or-more 

than-$17996-for-eaeh-sHbseqHent-offense;-or 
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tit~--~nb;eetT-npen-eonvietien-in-a-;nstiee~~--eenrtT 

te--a--fine--or--no~-iess-than-$~5-or-more-than-$566-for-the 

first-effense-and-net-!ess-than-$i5-or-more-than-$tT999--for 

eeeh-subseqnent-offense~ 

tij--if-a-motor-earrier-is-a-eorporationT-a-~ireetor-or 

ef£ieer--thereof;--a--reee~ver,--trnstee,--lesseer-agent,-or 

per§on-aeting-£er-or-empleye~--&y--sueh--eorporation;--or--a 

broker-o£-property-or-an-ottieer7-aqent,-or-employee-thereof 

9 eharged--with--a--violation--is--sttb;eet--to--the--penalties 

10 provided-in-this-seetion.• 

11 

12 

SECTION 2. 

"61-9-512. 

SECTION 61-9-512, MCA, IS AMENDED TO 

Violation of rules penalty. 

READ: 

ill Any 

13 violation of any rules adopted by the department ~hall--be 

14 deemed is a misdemeanor. 

l~ (2) A person convicted of any standard adopted 

16 pursuant to 44-1-lOOS shall be fined not less than $25 or 

17 more than $500_for the first offense and not less than $25 

18 or more than $1,000 f?r each subsequent offense. 

19 l!l__!he penalties provided in subsectio~ (2) apply ~~ 

20 any motor carrier that is a corporation subject to the 

21 standards adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005. The penalties may 

22 be imposed against: 

23 (a) a director or officer of the corporation; 

24 1E..l___ any receiver, trustee, lessee, agent, or person 

25 acting for or employed by the corporation; or 
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(c) any broker of property or off ieee, agent, or 

employee thereof." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of justice o~--the 

pHb!ie--~erv~ee--eemmi~~~on to make rules on the subject of 

the provisions of this act is extended to the provisions of 

this act. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 69 

INTRODUCED BY FARRELL 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ""AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO DESIGNATE CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES AS 

PEACE OFFICERS P9R--PHRP99B9--9P--BNP6ReiN9--M&P9R--eARRIBR 

9AP~Y---9~ANBARB9 WITH LIMITED JURISDICTION: PROVIDING 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF SAFETY STANDARDS: AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 44-1-1005 AND 69-H-188 ~9-512, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-1-1005, MCA, is amended to read: 

•44-1-1005. Motor carriers safety -- enforcement 

penalties. (1) The department of justice shall: 

(a) adopt, by rule, standards for safety of operations 

of motor carriers, each of whom is considered to consent 

impli@dly to reasonable safety inspections of its motor 

vehicles utilized in furtherance of its business as a motor 

carrier; 

(b) provide standards for the safe operation of all 

.ator vehicles used in commerce that exceed 26,000 pounds 

gross vehicle weight, except farm vehicles; and 

(c) provide for the safe operation of vehicles of less 

than 26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight if they are used to 

~ ......... ~'""""' 
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transport passengers for hire or to transport hazardous 

materials of a type or quantity that requires the vehicle to 

be marked or placarded in accordance with rules adopted by 

the department. 

(2) Standards of safety adopted pursuant to 

subsections (l}(b) and (l)(c) must be the same as prescribed 

for motor carriers, and the same inspection standards and 

procedures apply. However, standards relating to drivers, 

other than drivers for motor carriers, do not apply to a 

vehicle operated exc1usively within a 200-mile radius of its 

work reporting location. 

(3) The highway patrol has responsibility for 

enforcement of standards adopted pursuant to subsection 

(1)1 a). Inspection of a vehicle based in Montana may, at 

the request of the carrier, be made at the place of business 

or domicile of the vehicle owner or, if that is not a 

practicable inspection site, at a desiqnated location and at 

a mutually agreeable time. After inspection, a vehicle 

found to conform to the standards adopted pursuant to 

subsection ll)la) is entitled to certification and 

identification to exempt it from further safety inspection 

until the next required periodic inspection or until a 

nonconformity with standards is apparent. Nothing in this 

section prohibits the inspection of a motor vehicle as 

defined by subsection (l){a) at a safe location on a public 
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road. 

(4) The department shall cooperate with the departm@nt 

of highways to assure minimum duplication and maximum 

coordination of enforcement effort. 

(5) The department may designate and train civilian 

employees as_ inspectors within the motor carrier safety 

admir"'~~tr~tien ASSISTANCE ~gram. Eac~ civilian inspector 

is a peace off.i<;er ~ttt-me:y--exe~_i_!t~--only--the--pewf!'r~--set 

forth--± r"'-- !ttth_!teet ions-- t l)t-_-::-t~nd-- t6 t--of- -6i -19-141- for-t:he 

l±mited-pttrpose-of-enfor~e~eftt-of-stande:rd~-e:dopted-p~~~~aftt 

to-sHbseet~en-tit-of-this--seeti~ft~ WHOSE JURISDICTION IS 

LIMITED ~~TO ENFORCEMENT OF VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTERS 5 AND 9 OF 

TITLE 61 AND ANY STANDARDS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTIONS 

(1} AND (2) OF THIS SECTION. E~CH EMPLOYEE SO DESIGNATED AS 

A PEACE OFFICER MAY: 

(A) ISSUE CITAIIONS AND MAKE ARRESTS; 

lli_ISSUE SUMMONS; 

1fl_ ACCEPT BAIL; 

(D) SERVE WARRANTS OF ARREST; 

~KE REASONABLE INSPECTIONS OF CARGO CARRIED BY 

COMR!RCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES; 

(F) MAKE REASONABLE SAFETY INSPECTIONS OF COMMERCIAL 

MOTOR VEHICLES; AND 

1~ REQUIRE PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE 

CARGO, DRIVER, ROUTING, MAINTENANCE, OR OWNERSHIP OF SUCH 
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VEHICLES. 

(6) Violations of the standards adopted pursuant to 

subsection { 1) are _____E_Unishable as prov i '~~d~ 69-l:i-%88 

61-9-512."' 

Seetien-i~--seetton-69-~2-l98 1 -M€A,-~~-e~en~~d-to-reaft~ 

•69-li-i98o--Yieie~ions7 t!t--Any-mete~-earrier-~~b;ee~ 

~o-the-previ~ions--ef--th±~--ehapter;--e~--amended,--or the 

sta~da rt'l!!- -ad_opteft- -pnrsttal"\t-- to- 44:-l-l: 9913 whenlll!'ver -any- !nteh 

motor-earrier-t~-e--eor~oretion,--eny--dtreetor--or--oftieer 

thereofr--eny--reeeiver,--tr~~tee,--±es~ee,-a9ent,-or-person 

aetin9-for-or-em~loyed--by--~tteh--eorporation;--any--per~onT 

eorporation;--or--a~~eeiation-er-offiee~;-e~ent;-er-~m~loyee 

~hereoE~-er-any-~roher-o£-prep@rty--or--ettieer;--e~entT--or 

empleyee-th~reef-vho-•ioiete~-or-feii~-to-eomply-with-or-vho 

proeure~;--e~d~7--or-ebet~-in-the-violeeion-o£-eny-pro•i~ioft 

ot-thi~--ehe~terT--e~--amended; or--~~e--~tandar~~--adopte~ 

pursttent--to--44-i-l995T or--who-~eii~-to-obey;-obser•e,-or 

eomply-with-eny-lewftti--orderT--deei~ionT--rttler--direetionT 

demend,--or-requireMent-of-the-eo~i~~ion-or-any-pert-ot-the 

provision~- thereof-is~ 

tlt~--sttb;eet-to-a-ei•i~-peneltyT-to-~e-eolleeted-and 

deposite~-to-the-~eneral-tand-~y-the-eommis3ion-efter-notiee 

and-heerin~ 7 -in-en-amount-not-le3~-then--$i5--or--more--then 

$599--for--the--fir3t--offense-end-not-ie~~-then-$i5-or-more 

than-$ly999-for-eaeh-sttbsequent-offen~e~-or 
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titt~--~~b]ect.-cpe~-eonv~et~en-i~-e-;a~tiee~~--ee~rt7 

to--e--f~ne--of--ne~-le3~-then-$~~-or-more-then-,568-Eer-th@ 

ftr~t-offen~e-and-not-~e~~-than-9~~-er-more-than-$iT999--for 

eaeh-~~b~eqttenr-~ffen~eo 

t~t--lf-a-met~r-ea~r-i~-~-eorpo~tie~,-a-~~reet~r-or 

offie~r--tkereof;--e--re~e+verr--tr~~tee,--le~~ee7 -ag~~t;-er 

per !IJOI"'t- aet i_r:ag:_:__!_er -or .::_.~mployed.--by-- !'tu:h_-- eorpora t i-on;- -or--~ 

~~ok:er-of -pt"ope rty :-_t?_r -an -off i-ee r., -l'!lqent-. -or-e~e-tl1e t"!""" f 

9 ehe rged- -wi-th--e:-- viotat_!on--i !1!;--:!ttl!ljeet- --!:.~~the-:-_renf'lltt-i-e~ 

l 0 ~ovi-d:ed:- i-n-t_hi-:!1-:!eet -i-eon-;- 11 

ll ~ECTJO~~~TION 61-9-512, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

12 "61-9-512. Violation of rules penalty. il! Any 

13 violation of any rules adopted by the department ~hall--be 

14 ~~~~~d is a misdemeanor. 

15 11_L~ _ ____l2_~=?~onvict~_d of any standard adopted 

16 pursuant to 44-1-1005 sha_~l be fine~ n~t les~han _112.___Q!_ 

17 more than $50f?_ [or the first_ ..2!_!~n~~-~'.!.9_n_ot less than $25 

18 or more __ than_i_!.!OOO ~or each subs~Sl__l:!_ent offense. 

19 l!l__!~~nalties ~~vided in subsec~ion (2) apply to 

20 any motor ~~~-'~-~_hat is a C:S!_!__l2Qration subject to the 

21 standards adopte~ pursuant to 44-1-1005. The penalties ~~y 

22 be imposed~inst: 

23 (a) a director or officer of the corporation; 

24 tE_) ~-n_y_~_r ~ce i v_e r, trustee1 lesse~~~r pf'rson 

25 acting for -~r employed ~~he corporation; or 
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ag~~ or 

Section 3. NEW SECTION. 
----~ -- Extension elf authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of j11Stice o~--~h~ 

pt:tbl-te--~erv!:c~--e~mm-i-!!1!!1-i-~n to make rules on the suhjPct of 

the provisions uf this act is extended to the provisions of 

this act. 

-End-
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