HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HANNAH, ADDY, M. WILLIAMS,
ROTH, WINSLOW, DRISCOLL, SANDS

IN THE HOUSE

APRIL 16, 1987 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON NATURAL RESCURCES.

APRIL 20, 1987 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED.

PRINTING REPORT.
SECOND READING, DO PASS.
APRIL 21, 1987 NGRCSS M. AEVORT.

THIRD READING, PASSED.
AYES, 73; NOES, 24.

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE.
IN THE SENATE

APRIL 21, 1987 ON MOTION, RULES SUSPENDED TO ALLOW
INTRODUCTION OF HJR NO. 59.

APRIL 22, 1987 INTROCUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON NATURAL RESOURCES.

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE
CONCURRED IN. REPCORT ADOPTED.

APRIL 23, 1987 SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN.

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN.
AYES, 50; NOES, 0.

RETURNED TO HOUSE.



IN THE HOUSE
APRIL 23, 1987 RECEIVED FROM SENATE.

SENT TO ENROLLING.
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION, IN
CONJUNCTION WITH AN APPROPRIATE YELLOWSTOME COUNTY ENTITY,
TO REQUEST THE U. S, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND OTHER
APPROPRIATE AGENCIES TO REEVALUATE THE FEASIBILITY OF
DEVELOPING THE CALAMITY JANE RESERVOIR AND TO EVALUATE OTHER
RESERVOIR SITES NEAR BILLINGS FOR RECREATION POTENTIAL; AND
DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A PROPOSAL TO THE 518T
LEGISLATURE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A RESERVOIR IF THE RESERVCIR

1§ DETERMINED TO BE FEASIBLE AND COST EFFECTIVE.

WHEREAS, the Billings area needs additional reservoir
water for various uses, including recreation; and

WHEREAS, in the late 1970s, two studies were conducted
by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the Montana Department
of Natural Regources and Conservation that examined the
feasibility of constructing a reservoir on upper Canyon
Creek in Yellowstone County; and

WHEREAS, this reservoir, known as Calamity Jane

Reservoir, would provide nreeded recreaticnal benefits to
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WHEREAS, the Calamity Jane Reservoir would also provide
a source of water for the City of Rillings and has potential
benefits as a source of hydroelectricity, thus diversifying
Montana's energy sources; and

WHEREAS, the site for the Calamity Jane Reservoir is an
excellent site for a reservoir, having natural water on the
South Fork of Canyon Creek and having the potential to be a
major waterfowl habitat; and

WHEREAS, the feasibility studies are outdated and in
need of further analysis in light of current ecconomic
conditions that may favor development in the near future;
and

WHEREAS, a study that uses current economic conditions
in thoroughly evaluating the recreational, water supply,
wildlife, and possible hydropower benefits associated with
the development of the reservoir could indicate a very
attractive project for federal or private funding; and

WHEREAS, alternate sites in the Billings area have not
been evaluated for reservoir potential emphasizing
recreation; and

WHEREAS, the alternate sites could provide recreational
benefits at a lower overall project cost; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress has recently enacted two
major omnibus bills for water projects, demonstrating a

renewed commitment to development of the naticon’'s water

- INTRODUCED BILL
HIR- 57
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resources; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for a state agency, in
conjunction with an appropriate entity representing
community interests within Yellowstone County, to lead the
effort to encourage the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to
further examine the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of
Calamity Jane Reservoir and other reservoir sites near
Billings; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for a lead agency to assess
state, federal, and private funding sources and to develop a

proposal for funding an appropriate reservoir.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

{1) That the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation, in conjunction with an appropriate entity
representing community interests in Yellowstone County,
request that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation reevaluate the
feasibility and cost effectiveness of developing the
Calamity Jane Reservoir in Yellowstone County.

{2) That the Department and the Yellowstone County
entity also request that the Bureau of Reclamation or other
appropriate state or federal agencies evaluate alternate
sites within approximately 30 miles of Billings for

recreation potential and assess their feasibility and cost
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effectiveness,

{3) That the Department and the Yellowstone County
entity request that the Bureau of Reclamation or other
appropriate agencies use current economic conditions in
assessing the full range of benefits associated with the
Calamity Jane Reservoir and other alternate sites.

(4) That the Department and other state and local
agencies cooperate with the evaluating agencies in providing
information necessary for the studies.

(5} That the Department and the Yellowstone County
entity request that the evaluating agencies complete their
evaluation and submit their findings to the Sist Legislature
by December 15, 1588.

(6) That the Department submit a proposal to the Sist
Legislature by December 15, 1988, for funding development of
a reservoir site if the agency evaluations determine that
the reservoir would be feasible and cost effective.

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON
NATURAL RESOURCES

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO, 59
INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HANNAH, ADDY, M. WILLIAMS,

ROTH, WINSLOW, DRISCOLL, SANDS

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE  OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND  CONSERVATION,  IN
CONJUNCTION WITH AN APPROPRIATE ¥EELESWSPONE-EOUNTFY COMMUNITY
ENTITY, TO REQUEST THE U. S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND OTHER
APPROPRIATE  AGENCIES TOQ REEVALUATE THE FEASIBILITY OF
DEVELOPING THE CALAMITY JANE RESERVOIR AND TO EVALUATE OTHER
RESERVOIR SITES NEAR BILLINGS FOR RECREATION BOTENTIAL AND
OTHER _BENEFITS; AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A
PROPOSAL TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE FOR DEVELOFMENT OF &
RESERVOTR IF THE RESERVOIR 15 DETERMINED TO BE FEASIBLE AND

COST EFFECTIVE.

WHEREAS, the Billings area needs additional reservoir
water for various uses, including recreation; and

WHEREAS, 1in the late 1970s, two studies were conducted
by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the Montana Department
of Natural Resources and Conservation that examined the
feasibility of constructing a reservoir on upper Canyon
Creek in Yellowstone County; and

WHEREAS, this reservoir, known as Calamity Jane
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Reservoir, would provide needed recreational benefits to
area residents and tourists; and

WHEREAS, the Calamity Jane Reservoir would also provide
a source of water for the City of Biliings and has potential
benefits as a source of hydroelectricity, thus diversifying
Montana's energy sources; and

WHEREAS, the site for the Calamity Jane Reservair is an
excellent site for a reservoir, having natural water on the
South Fork of Canyon Creek and having the potential to be a
major waterfowl habitat; and

WHEREAS, the feasibility studles are cutdated and 1n
need of further analysis in light of current economic
conditions that may favor development in the near future;
and

WHEREAS, a study that uses current econcmic conditions
in thoroughly evaluating the recreational, water supply,
wildlife, and possible hydropower benefits associared witn
the development of the reservolr could 1ndicate a very
attractive project for federal or private funding: and

WHEREAS, alternate sites in the Billings area have not
been evaluated for reservoir potential emphasizing
recreation; and

WHEREAS, the alternate sites could provide recreational

AND OTHER benefits at a lower overall project cost; and

WHEREAS, the U.S5. Congress has recently enacted two

2= HJR 59
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major omnibus bills for water projects, demonstrating a
renewed ccommitment to development of the nation's water

resources; and

WHEREAS, there 1s a need for a state agency, in
conjunction  with an appropriate encity representing
community interests within-¥Yetiowatene-Ceunty, to lead the

effart te encourage the U.S, 3ureau of Reclamation to
further exawmine the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of
Calamity Jane Reservoir and other reservoir sites near
Billings; and

WHEREAS, there 1s a need for a lead agency to assess
state, federal, and private funding sources and tc develop a

proposal for Funding an appropriate reservoir.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

(1) That the Department of Naktural Resources and
Conservation, in conjunction with an appropriate entity
representing community interests in--Yellowarsme--—8sunty,
request that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation reevaluate the
feasibility and cost effectiveness of developing the
Calamity Jane Reservoir in Yellowstone County.

(2} That the Department and the ¥Yetitowstone--Eounty
COMMUNITY entlty also request that the Bureau of Reclamation

or other appropriate state or federal agencies evaluate

-3- HJR 59
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alternate sites within approximately 30 miles of Billings

for recreation potential AND OTHER BENEFITS and assess their

ferasibility and cost effectiveness.

{3) That the Department and the ¥eiiowstone-County
COMMUNITY entity request that the Bureau of Reclamation ar
other appropriate agencies use current economic conditicns
in assessing the full range c¢f benefits associated with the
Calamity Jane Reservolr and other alternate sites.

(4} That the Department and other state and lscal
agencies cooperate with the evaluating agencies in providing
information necessary for the studies.

(%) That the Department and the ¥eliteowatone--Eounty
COMMUNITY entity request that the evaluating agencies
complete their evaluation and submit their findings to the
5lat Legislature by December 15, 1988,

(6y That the Department submit a propcsal to the 5lst
Legislature by December 15, 1988, for funding development of
a reservoir site if the agency evaluations determine that
the reservoir would be feasible and cost effective.

-End-~
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HOUSE .JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59
INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HANNAH, ADDY, M. WILLIAMS,

ROTH, WINSLOW, DRISCOLL, SANDS

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND  CONSERVATION, IN
CONJUNCTION WITH AN APPROPRIATE ¥EbLLOWSTONE-COUNTY COMMURITY
ENTITY, TO REQUEST THE U. S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND OTHER
APPROPRIATE  AGENCIES TO REEVALUATE THE FEASIBILITY OF
DEVELOPING THE CALAMITY JANE RESERVOIR AND TO EVALUATE OTHER
RESERVGIR SITES NEAR BILLINGS FOR RECREATION POTENTIAL AND
OTHER BENEFITS; AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A
PROPOSAL TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A
RESERVOIR 1F THE RESERVOIR IS DETERMINED TC BE FEASIBLE AND

COST EFFECTIVE.

WHEREAS, the Billings area needs additional reservoir
water for various uses, including recreation; and

WHFREAS, in the late 19708, two studies were conducted
by the U.S5. Bureau of Reclamation and the Montana Department
af Natural Resources and Congervation that examined the
feasibility of constructing a reservoir on upper Canyon
Creek in Yellowstone County: and

WHEREAS, this reservoir, known as Calamity Jane
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Reservoir, would praovide needed recreational benefits to
area residents and tourists; and

WHEREAS, the Calamity Jane Reservoir would also provide
a source of water for the City of Billings and has potential
benefits as a source of hydroelectricity, thus diversifying
Montana's energy sources; and

WHEREAS, the site for the Calamity Jane Reservoir is an
excellent site for a reservoir, having natural water on the
South Fork of Canyon Creek and having the potential to be a
major waterfowl habitat; and

WHEREAS, the feasibility studies are outdated and in
need of further analysis 1in light of current economic
conditions that may favor develapment in the near future;
and

WHEREAS, a study that uses current economic conditions
in thoroughly evaluating the recreational, water supply,
wildlife, and possibie hydzopower benefits associated with
the development of the reservoir could indicate a very
attractive project for federal or private funding; and

WHEREAS, alternate sites in the Billings area have not
been evaluated for reservorc potent tal emphasizing
recreatjion; and

WHEREAS, the alternate sites could provide recreational
AND OTHER benefits at a lower overall project cost; and

WHEREAS, the 0.S. Congress has recently enacled twa

-2- HJR %9
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major omnibus bills for water projecta, demonatrating a
renewed commitment to development of the nation's water
resources; and

WHEREAS, there i3 a need for a state agency, in
conjunction with an appropriate entity [epresenting
community interests within-Yellowstone-€ounty, to lead the
effort to encourage the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to
further examine the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of
Calamity Jane Reservoir and other reservoir sites near
Billings; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for a lead agency to assess
state, federal, and private funding sources and to dEV;lOp a
proposal for funding an appropriate reservoir.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: )

{l}) That the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation, in conjunction with an appropriate entity
representing community interests in--Yellowstone--€ounty,
tequest that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation reevaluAte the
feasibility and coat effectiveness of developing the
Calamity Jane Reservoir in Yellowstone County.

{2) That the Department and the ¥Yellowstone--County
COMMUNITY entity alsc request that the Bureau of Reclamation

or other appropriate gtate or federal agencies evaluate

-3- HIR 59
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alternate gites within approximately 30 miles of Billings

for recreation potential AND OTHER BENEFITS and assess their

feasibility and coat effectiveness.

{3) That the Department and the ¥eilowstone-€ounty
COMMUNITY entity request that the Bureau of Reclamation or
other appropriate agencies use current economic conditions
in assessing the full range of benefits associated with the
Calamity Jane Reszrvﬁir and other alternate sites.

(4) That the Department and other state and local
agencies cooperate with the evaluating agencies in providing
information necessary for the studies.

{5) That the Departtent and the ¥Yellowstene--Eounty
COMMUNITY entity request that the evaluating agencies
coaplete their evaluation and submit their findings to the
Slat Legislature by December 15, 1988.

(6) That the Department submit a proposal to the Slst
Legislature by December 15, 1988, for funding development of
a reservoir site IF the agency evaluations determine that
the reservoir would be feasible and cost effective.

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON
NATURAL RESQURCES

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59
INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HANNAH, ADDY, M. WILLIAMS,

ROTH, WINSLOW, DRISCOLL, SANDS

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE QF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION, IN
CONJUNCTION WITH AN APPROPRIATE YEBEOWSTONE-€OUNTY COMMUNITY
ENTITY, TO REQUEST THE U. S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND OTHER
APPROPRIATE AGENCIES TO REEVALUATE THE FEASIBILITY OF
DEVELOPING THE CALAMITY JANE RESERVOIR AND TO EVALUATE OTHER
RESERVOIR SITES NEAR BILLINGS FOR RECREATION POTENTIAL AND
OTHER BENEFITS; AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A
PROPOSAL TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A
RESERVOIR IF THE RESERVOIR IS DETERMINED TO BE FEASIBLE AND

COST EFFECTIVE.

WHEREAS, the Billings area needs additional reservoir
water for various uses, including recreation; and

WHEREAS, in the late 1970s, two studies were conducted
by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the Montana Department
of Natural Resources and Conservation that examined the
feasibility of constructing a reservoir on upper Canyon
Creek in Yellowstone County; and

WHEREAS, this reservoir, known as Calamity Jane
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Reservoir, would provide needed recreational benefits to
area residents and tourists; and

WHEREAS, the Calamity Jane Reservoir would also provide
a source of water for the City of Billings and has potential
benefits as a source of hydroelectricity, thus diversifying
Montana's enerqgy sources; and

WHEREAS, the site for the Calamity Jane Reservoir is an
excellent site for a reservoir, having natural water on the
South Fork of Canyon Creek and having the potential to be a
major waterfowl habitat; and

WHEREAS, the feasibility studies are cutdated and in
need of further analysis in 1light of current economic
conditions that may favor development in the near future:
and

WHEREAS, a study that uses current economic conditions
in thoroughly evaluating the recreational, water supply,
wildlife, and possible hydropower benefits associated with
the development of the reservoir could indicate a very
attractive project for federal or private funding; and

WHEREAS, alternate sites in the Billings area have not
been evaluated for reservoir potential emphasizing
recreation; and

WHEREAS, the alternate sites could provide recreational
AND OTHER benefits at a lower overall project cost; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress has recently enacted two

-2- HJR 59
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major omnibus bills Ffor water projects, demonstrating a
renewed commitment to development of the nation's water
resources; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for a state agency, in
conjunction with an appropriate entity representing
community interests within-¥Yeilowstone-County, to lead the
effort to encourage the U.5. Bureau of Reclamation to
further examine the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of
Calamity Jane Reservoir and other reservoir sites near
Billings; and

WHEREAS, there 1is a need for a lead agency to assess
state, federal, and private funding soutces and to develop a

proposal for Eunding an appropriate reservoir.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

(1) That the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation, in conjunction with an appropriate entity
representing community interests in--¥eilowstone--Eeunty,
tequest that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation reevaluate the
Feasibility and cost effectiveness of deveioping the
Calamity Jane Reservoir in Yellowstone County.

{2) That the Department and the Yeiitowstone-—€ounty
COMMUNITY entity also reguest that the Bureau of Reclamation

or other appropriate state or federal agencies evaluate
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alternate sites within approximately 30 miles of Billings

for recreation potential AND OTHER BENEFITS and assess their

feasibility and cost effectiveness.

{3) That the Department and the Yeitiowstone-County
COMMUNITY entity request that the Bureau of Reclamation or
other appropriate agencies use current economic conditions
in assessing the full range of benefits associated with the
Calamity Jane Reservoir and other alternate sites.

(4) That the Department and other state and local
agencies cooperate with the evaluating agencies in providing
informaticon necessary for the studies.

{S} That the Department and the ¥Yeiilewstone--€ounty
COMMUNITY entity request that the evaluating agencies
complete their evaluation and submit their findings to the
51lst Legislature by December 15, 1988.

(6) That the Department submit a proposal to the Slst
Legislature by December 15, 1988, for funding development of
a reservoir site if the agency evaluations determine that
the reservoir would be feasible and cost effective.

-End-
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