
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HANNAH, ADDY, M. WILLIAMS, 
ROTH, WINSLOW, DRISCOLL, SANDS 

IN 

APRIL 16, 1987 

APRIL 20, 1987 

APRIL 21, 1987 

IN 

APRIL 21, 1987 

APRIL 22, 1987 

APRIL 23, 1987 

THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON NATURAL RESOURCES. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

E~~GRCSS ~ t~~-- ~{El'OR'I'. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 73; NOES, 24. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

THE SENATE 

ON MOTION, RULES SUSPENDED TO ALLOW 
INTRODUCTION OF HJR NO. 59. 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON NATURAL RESOURCES. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 50; NOES, 0. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 



. .. 

APRIL 23, 1987 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 
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INTRODUCED 

;rWt\__ 
A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION, IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH AN APPROPRIATE YELLOWSTONE COUNTY ENTITY, 

TO REQUEST THE U. S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND OTHER 

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES TO REEVALUATE THE FEASIBILITY OF 

DEVELOPING THE CALAMITY JANE RESERVOIR AND TO EVALUATE OTHER 

RESERVOIR SITES NEAR BILLINGS FOR RECREATION POTENTIAL; AND 

DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A PROPOSAL TO THE 51ST 

LEGISLATURE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A RESERVOIR IF THE RESERVOIR 

IS DETERMINED TO BE FEASIBLE AND COST EFFECTIVE. 

WHEREAS, the Billings area needs additional reservoir 

water for various uses, including recreation; and 

WHEREAS, in the late 1970s, two studies were conducted 

by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the Montana Department 

of Natural Resources and Conservation that examined the 

feasibility of constructing a reservoir on upper Canyon 

Creek in Yellowstone County; and 

WHEREAS, this reservoir, known as Calamity Jane 

Reservoir, would provide needed recreational benefits to 

area residents and tourists; and 

~n• '••""''•• counc• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

l2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0318/01 

WHEREAS, the Calamity Jane Reservoir would also provide 

a source of water for the City of Billings and has potential 

benefits as a source of hydroelectricity, thus diversifying 

Montana's energy sources; and 

WHEREAS, the site for the Calamity Jane Reservoir is an 

excellent site for a reservoir, having natural water on the 

South Fork of Canyon Creek and having the potential to be a 

major waterfowl habitat; and 

WHEREAS, the feasibility studies are outdated and in 

need of further analysis ln light of current economic 

conditions that may favor development in the near future; 

and 

WHEREAS, a study that uses current economic conditions 

in thoroughly evaluating the recreational, water supply, 

wildlife, and possible hydropower benefits associated with 

the development of the reservoir could indicate a very 

attractive project for federal or private funding: and 

WHEREAS, alternate sites in the Billings area have not 

been evaluated for reservoir potential emphasizing 

recreation; and 

WHEREAS, the alternate sites could provide recreational 

benefits at a lower overall project cost; and 

WHEREAS, the u.s. Congress has recently enacted two 

major omnibus bills for water projects, demonstrating a 

renewed commitment to development of the nation's water 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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resources; and 

WHEREAS, there is a need for a state agency 1 in 

conjunction with an appropriate entity representing 

community interests within Yellowstone County, to lead the 

effort to encourage the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to 

further examine the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of 

Calamity Jane Reservoir and other reservoir sites near 

Billings; and 

WHEREAS, there is a need for a lead agency to assess 

state, federal, and private funding sources and to develop a 

proposal for funding an appropriate reservoir. 

NOW, TH&REFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation, in conjunction with an appropriate entity 

representing community interests in Yellowstone County, 

request that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation reevaluate the 

feasibility and cost effectiveness of developing the 

20 Calamity Jane Reservoir in Yellowstone County. 

21 (2} That the Department and the Yellowstone County 

22 entity also request that the Bureau of Reclamation or other 

23 appropriate state or federal agencies evaluate alternate 

24 sites within approximately 30 miles of Billings for 

25 recreation potential and assess their feasibility and cost 
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effectiveness. 

(3) That the Department and the Yellowstone County 

entity request that the Bureau of Reclamation or other 

appropriate agencies use current economic conditions in 

assessing the full range of benefits associated with the 

Calamity Jane Reservoir and other alternate sites. 

{4) That the Department and other state and local 

agencies cooperate with the evaluating agencies in providing 

information necessary for the studies. 

(5} That the Department and the Yellowstone County 

entity request that the evaluating agencies complete their 

evaluation and submit their findings to the 51st Legislature 

by December 15, 1988. 

(6) That the Department submit a proposal to the 51st 

Legislature by December 15, 1988, for funding development of 

a reservoir site if the agency evaluations determine that 

the reservoir would be feasible and cost effective. 

-End-
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APPROVED BV COMM. ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HANNAH, ADDY, M. WILLIAMS, 

ROTH, WINSLOW, DRISCOLL, SANDS 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION, IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH AN APPROPRIATE ~Bbb9W5~9NE-€9HN~~ COMMUNITY 
--~---

ENTITY, TO REQUEST THE U. S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND OTHER 

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES TO REEVALUATE THE FEASIBILITY OF 

DEVELOPING THE CALAMITY JANE RESERVOIR AND TO EVALUATE OTHER 

RESERVOIR SITES NEAR BILLINGS FOR RECREATION POTENTIAL AND 

OTHER BENEFITS; AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A 

PROPOSAL TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A 

RESERVOIR H' THE RESERVOIR IS DETERMINED TO BE FEASIBLE AND 

COST EFFECT l VE. 

WHEREAS, the Billings area needs additional reservoir 

water Eor various uses, including recreation; and 

WHEREAS, in the late 1970s, two studies were conducted 

by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the Montana Department 

of Natural Resources and Conservation that examined the 

feasibility of constructing a reservoir on upper Canyon 

Creek in Yellowstone County; and 

WHEREAS, this reservoir, known as Calamity Jane 

~ana "•"'""• counc.1 

HJR 0059/02 

Reservoir, would provide needed recreational benefits to 

2 area residents and touristsi and 

3 WHEREAS, the Calamity Jane Reservoir would also provide 

4 a source of water for the City of Billings and has potential 

5 benefits as a source of hydroelectricity, thus diversifying 

6 Montana's energy sources; and 

7 WHEREAS, the site for the Calamity Jane Reservoir is an 

8 excellent site for a reservoir, having ndtural water on the 

9 South Fork of Canyon Creek and having the potential to be a 

10 major waterfowl habitat; anU 

11 WHEREAS, the feasibility studies a:-e outdated dnd 1n 

12 need of further analysis 1n light of current economlc 

l3 conditions that may favor development in the near future; 

14 and 

15 WHEREAS, ~study that uses current economic conditions 

16 in thoroughly evaltJatiny the recreational, water supply, 

17 wildlife, and possible hydropower benefits associa~ed with 

18 the development of the reservoir could 1nUicate a very 

19 attractive project for federal or private funding; and 

20 WHEREAS, alternate sites in the Billings area have not 

2l been evaluated for reservoir potential emphasizing 

22 recreation; and 

23 WHEREAS, the alternate sites could provide recredtional 

24 AND OTH~~ benefits at a lower overall project cost; dnd 

25 WHEREAS, the u.s. Congress has recently enacLed two 

-2- HJR 59 
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projects, demonstrating a 

of the nation's water 

for a state agency, in 

conjuncti8n with an appropr1ate encity representing 

community ~nterests within-¥e±tow~t~n~-Eo~nty, to lead the 

effort to encourage the U.S. 3ureau of Reclamation to 

further examine the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of 

Calamity Jane Reservoir and other reservoir sites near 

Billings; and 

WHEHEAS, there 1s a need for a lead agency to assess 

Slate, federQl, and private funding sources and to develop a 

~ropo~al for funding an appropriate reservo1r. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(l) That the Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation, in conjunction with an appropriate entity 

represent 1ng community interests -in---lfellow~tone--€ot2nty, 

request that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation reevaluate the 

feasibility and cost effectiveness of developing the 

Calamity Jane Reservoir in Yellowstone County. 

(2) That the Department and the Yeiiew~tone--eo~n~y 

24 COMMUNITY entity also request that the Bureau of Reclamation 

25 or other appropriate state or federal agencies evaluate 
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alternate sites within approximately 30 miles of Billings 

for recreation potential AND OTHER BENEFITS and asse~s their 

feasibility and cost effectivene~s. 

{3) That the Department drld the ~e±±ow~ton~-E~Hnty 

CO~UNITY entity request that thi:! BuredU u[ Reclamation or 

other appropr1ate agencies use current economic conditions 

in assessing the full range of benefits associated with the 

Calamity Jane Reservoir and other alternate sites. 

(4) That the Department and other state and local 

agencies cooperate with the evaluati~g agencies in providing 

information necessary for the studies. 

(5) Thdt the Department and the ¥ei~ow~tone--eoHnty 

COMMUNITY entity request that the evaluating agenc1es 

complete their evaluation and submi~ their finding~ to the 

51st Legislature by December 15, 1988. 

(6) That the Department submit a proposal to the 51st 

Legislature by December 15, 1988, for funding development of 

a reservoir site if the agency evaluations determine that 

the reservoir would be feasible and cost effective. 

-End-
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HOUS>: .JOINT RESOLUTION NO. ~9 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HANNAH, ADDY, H. WILLIAMS, 

ROTH, WINSLOW, DRISCOLL, SANDS 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE ROUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION, IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH AN APPROPRIATE ¥Bbh8N9Y6NB-e9UNI¥ C9MMUNITY 

ENTITY, TO REQUEST THE U. S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND OTHER 

APPROPRIATE AGENCIES TO REEVALUATE THE FEASIBILITY OF 

DEVEIDPING THE CALAMITY JANE RESERVOIR AND TO EVALUATE OTHER 

RESERVOIR SITES NEAR BILLINGS FOR RECREATION POTENTIAL AND 

OTHEI!.____BENE£_1_!~; AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A 

PROPOSAL TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A 

RESERVOIR It" THE RESERVOIR IS DETERMINED TO BE FEASIBLE AND 

COST EFFECTIVE. 

WHERI-:AS, the Billinqs area needs additional reservoir 

watpr for various uses, including recreation; and 

WHF.RlAS, in the late 1970s, two studies were conducted 

by the U.S. BurPau of Reclamation and the Montana Department 

of Natural Resources and Conservation that exa•ined the 

feasibility of coostructinq a reservoir on upper Canyon 

Creek in Yellowstone County: and 

WHEREAS, this reservoir, known as Calamity Jane 
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Reservoir, would provide needPd rPcre.:tt lOUd I hellf~f 1ts to 

area residents and tourists; and 

WHEREAS, the Calamity Jane Res~rvoir would also provide 

a source of water for the Cit 't of Bi 11 inq!.i dnd h.as potential 

benefits as a source of hydroelectricity, thus diversifying 

Montana's energy sources; and 

WHEREAS, the site for the Calamity Jane RPservoir is an 

excellent site for a reservoir, having natural water on the 

South Fork of Canyon Creek and hav i nq t hP pot Pnt. i a I to be a 

major waterfowl habitat; and 

WHEREAS, the feasibility studies are outdated dtHJ in 

need of further analysis 1n llqht of current economic 

conditions that may favor devP.lopment in the near future; 

and 

WHEREAS, a study that uses current economic conditions 

in thoroughly evaluating the recreational, water supply. 

wildlife, and possible hydropower bPnPfits associated with 

the developtnent of the reservoir could indicate a very 

attractive project for federal or pr1vate funding; and 

WHEREAS, altPrnate sites in the Billings area have not 

been evaluated for rpseorvotr potential emphasizinq 

recreation; and 

WHEREAS~ the alternate sites could provide recreational 

AND OTHER benefits at a lo~er overall project cost: and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conqr~ss has recently enacled two 

-2- HJR '"tq 
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major omnibus bills for water projects, de.anstrAtinq a 

renewed commitment to develo~ent of the nation's water 

resources; and 

WHEREAS, there is a need for a state a9ency, in 

conjunction with an appropriate entity represent ii1CJ 

comaunity interests wt~htn-Yell&wstene-eoanty, to lead the 

effort to encourage the U.S. Bureau of Recla-.tion to 

further examine the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of 

Calamity Jane Reservoir and other reservoir sites near 

Billings; and 

WHEREAS, there is a need for a lead agency to assess 

state, federal, and private fundinq sources a·nd to develop a 

proposal for fundinq an appropriate reservoir. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE ROUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(I) That the Departaent of Natucal Resources and 

Conaervation, in conjunction with an app~opriate entity 

repre•enting community interests tn--¥etlow•~ane--eoan~y, 

request that the u.s. Bureau of Recla•ation reevaluate the 

feasibility and coat effectiveness of developing the 

22 CalaMity Jane Reservoir in Yellowstone County. 

21 (2) That the Depart•ent and the Yet!o.atone--eo.nt, 

24 COMMUNITY entity also request that the Bureau of ReclaM4tion 

25 or other appropriate state or federal agencies evaluate 
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alternate sites within approximately 30 miles of Billings 

for recreation potential AND OTHER_BENEPITS and assess their 

feasibility and cost effectiveness. 

(3) That the Depactment and the Yellowstone-eo~nt' 

COMMUNITY entity request that the Bureau of ReclaMation or 

other appropriate agencies use current economic conditions 

in aasessinq the full ran9e of benefits associated with the 

CalaMity Jane Reservoir and other alternate sites. 

(4) That the Department and othec state and local 

Agencies cooperate vith the evaluatinq agencies in providing 

infor .. tion necessary for the studies. 

(5) 7hat the Depactment and the Yellowstone--eoantr 

C<*MUNITY entity request that the evaluating aqencies 

coeplete their evaluation and submit their findings to the 

Slat Le9islature by DeceMber 15, 1988. 

(6) That the Department submit a proposal to the 51st 

Legialatuce by Deceaber 15, 1988, for funding developMent of 

a reservoir site if the a9ency evaluations determine that 

the reservoir would be fe•slble and cost effective. 

-End-

-4- HJR 59 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, HANNAH, ADDY, M. WILLIAMS, 

ROTH, WINSLOW, DRISCOLL, SANDS 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA DIRECTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION, IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH AN APPROPRIATE ¥Bbb6WS~6Nc-e6BH~¥ COMMUNITY 

ENTITY, TO REQUEST THE U. S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND OTHER 

APPROPR !ATE AGENCIES TO REEVALUATE THE FEASIBILITY OF 

DEVELOPING THE CALAMITY JANE RESERVOIR AND TO EVALUATE OTHER 

RESERVOIR SITES NEAR BILLINGS FOR RECREATION POTENTIAL AND 

OTHER BENEFITS; AND DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A 

PROPOSAL TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A 

RESERVOIR IF THE RESERVOIR IS DETERMINED TO BE FEASIBLE AND 

COST EFFECTIVE. 

WHEREAS, the Billings area needs additional reservoir 

water for various uses, including recreation; and 

WHEREAS, in the late 1970s, two studies were conducted 

by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the Montana Department 

of Natural Resources and Conservation that examined the 

feasibility of constructing a reservoir on upper Canyon 

Creek in Yellowstone Countyi and 

WHEREAS, this reservoir, known as Calamity Jane 
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Reservoir, would provide needed recreational benefits to 

area residents and tourists; and 

WHEREAS, the Calamity Jane Reservoir would also provide 

a source of water for the City of Billings and has potential 

benefits as a source of hydroelectricity, thus diversifying 

Montana's energy sources; and 

WHEREAS, the site for the Calamity Jane Reservo1r is an 

excellent site for a reservoir, having natural water on the 

South Fork of Canyon Creek and having the potential to be a 

major waterfowl habitat; and 

WHEREAS, the feasibility studies are outdated dnd in 

need of further analysis in light of current economic 

conditions that may favor development in the near future: 

and 

WH~REAS, a study that uses current economic conditions 

in thoroughly evaluating the recreational, water supply, 

wildlife, and possible hydropower benefits associated with 

the development of the reservoir could indicate a very 

attractive project for federal or private funding; and 

WHEREAS, alternate sites in the Billings area have not 

been evaluated for reservoir potential emphasizing 

recreation; and 

WHEREAS, the alternate sites could provide recreational 

AND OTHER benefits at a lower overall project cost; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress has recently enacted two 

-2- HJR S9 
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major omnibus bills for water projects, demonstrating a 

renewed commitment to development of the nation's water 

resources; and 

WHEREAS, there 

conjunction with an 

community interests 

effort to encourage 

further examine the 

is a need for a state agency, in 

appropriate entity representing 

within-Yeiiowston~-ee~nty, to lead the 

the u.s. Bureau of Reclamation to 

feasibility and cost-effectiveness of 

Calamity Jane Reservoir and other reservoir sites near 

Billings; and 

WHEREAS, there is a need for a lead agency to assess 

state, federal, and private funding sources and to develop a 

proposal for funding an appropriate reservoir. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOOSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation, in conjunction with an appropriate entity 

representing community interests in--Y~llowstone--ee~n~y, 

request that the U4S. Bureau of Reclamation reevaluate the 

feasibility and cost effectiveness of developing the 

22 Calamity Jane Reservoir in Yellowstone County. 

23 (21 That the Department and the ¥ellowstone--eo~ney 

24 COMMUNITY entity also request that the Bureau of Reclamation 

25 or other appropriate state or federal agencies evaluate 
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alternate sites within approximately 30 miles of Billings 

for recreation potential AND OTHER BENEFITS and assess their 

feasibility and cost effectiveness. 

(3) That the Department and the ~ellow~tone-ee~nty 

COMMUNITY entity request that the Bureau of Reclamation or 

other appropriate agencies use current economic conditions 

in assessing the full range of benefits associated with the 

Calamity Jane Reservoir and other alternate sites. 

(4) That the Department and other state and local 

agencies cooperate with the evaluating agencies in providing 

information necessary for the studies. 

{5) That the Department and the Yellow~~one--eo~"~Y 

COMMUNITY entity request that the evaluating agencies 

complete their evaluation and submit their findings to the 

51st Legislature by December 15, 1988. 

(6) That the Department submit a proposal to the 51st 

Legislature by December 15, 1988, for funding development of 

a reservoir site if the agency evaluations determine that 

the reservoir would be feasible and cost effective. 

-End-
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