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INTRODUCED BY 

~I# BILL NO . .J/.LL_ 

~~~~~~-

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING COUN~'IES WITH 

STATE-ASSUMED WELFARE SERVICES TO MATCH EXPENDITURES FOR 

GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE; AUTHORIZING THESE 

COUNTIES TO INCREASE THEIR MILL LEVY FOR WELFARE SERVICES; 

ALLOWING COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ADOPT RULES FOR DETERMINING 

ELIGIBILITY FOR GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 53-2-812, 53-2-813, AND 53-3-206, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-2-812, M.CA, is amended to read: 

"53-2-812. State assumption permanent transfer to 

department exceptions. (l) A county opting for state 

assumption does so on a complete and permanent basis, unless 

the county requests to retain or reassume responsibility for 

medical assistance or monetary payments to needy persons as 

provided in Title 53, chapter 3, pursuant to the adoption of 

a resolution or ordinance as provided in 53-2-811(2) and 

notice to the department as provided in 53-2-811{3). Under 

such a retention or reassumption, staff personnel continue 

under the supervision and control of the department but the 

department may contract with the counties for the operation 
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of programs provided in Title 53, chapter 3. A county may 

not retain or reassume assistance programs partially funded 

by the federal government. 

( 2) A county transferring all duties and 

responsibilities to the department may reassume limited 

responsibility for medical assistance or monetary payments 

to needy persons as provided in subsection (1) but may not 

thereafter request full state assumption. A county initially 

requesting limited state assumption may not thereafter 

request full state assumption. A county opting for limited 

or full state assumption does so on a permanent basis, 

except as provided in this section. 

~~- board of county commi~sioner~. of a county 

transferring all duties and responsibilities to the 

de.e_~rtment shall adopt rules for determining eligibility _ _!QE 

general relief medical ~-~:;.-~st_~n_ce, as provided in 53-3-206." 

Section 2. Section 53-2-813, MCA, is amended to read: 

''53-2-813. Mill levy for counties transferring public 

assistance and protective services. (1) (a) Except as 

provided in subsection (l)(b), for the purpose of this part, 

at least 12 mills must be levied annually in those counties 

opting for state assumption. 

(b) A courtty that levied an amount less than 12 mills 

for purposes of i~s cotinty poor fund dttrinq fiscal year 1982 

must levy an equivalent amount to the poor fund mill levy 
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assessed by that county during fiscal year 1982 plus 1,5 

mills, no~-to-exceed-a-total-of-ii-mi%1~, less a mill levy 

equivalent to an amount the county can demonstrate was spent 

during fiscal year 1982 for the building or operation of a 

medical facility. The reduced mill levy exception provided 

in this subsection {l)(b) continues in effect until June 30, 

1984. After that date, at least 12 mills must be levied in 

all counties where state assumption is in effect. 

{2) The proceeds of 10 mills of the mill levy 

established in subsection (1) must be deposited in the state 

special revenue fund in the state treasury for the purpose 

of paying the expenses of the department. The-mi%T-Te~y-m~y 

not-exeeea-zr--m±~t~,--notw±th~tendin9--aettlel--expendittlre~ 

m~de-by-ehe-Oepe~tmento 

(3) For a county retaining or reassuming operational 

responsibility for ~medical assistance or all monetary 

payments to needy persons as provided in 53-2-812, the levy 

provided in subsection (l) must be reduced by the mill levy 

equivalent expended by that county or the departmertt for 

such purposes in the fiscal year immediately preceding the 

option to retain or reassume such responsibility." 

Section 3. Section 53-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

''53-3-206. Eligibility for general relief medical 

assistance. (l) In order to be considered for eligibility 

for general relief medical assistance, a person must be 
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found to have a serious medical condition. 

(2) Eligibility for general relief medical assistance 

must be determined as provided in this section and 53-3-205. 

A person with a serious medical condition must apply for 

general relief medical assistance prior to the provision of 

medical services or within 90 days of the date the medical 

service is first provided. Eligibility is determined as of 

the date medical service is first provided. 

(3) All persons who reside in the same residence and 

are legally related to or responsible for each other are 

considPred to be one household for purposes of determining 

general relief medical assistance. 

{4) All individual or household resources must be usen 

to offset medicdl obligations except those excluded in 

53-3-205 ( 7 J. 

(5) To determine eligibility for county general relief 

medical assistance, a county welfare board may promulgate 

rules to establish the circumstances under which persons are 

unable to pay for their medical aid and hospitalization. 

However, no household with an income exceeding 300% of the 

amOUI\t set forth in 53-3-205(2) is eligible for such medical 

assistance. 

{6) In a county with state-assumed welfare services~~ 

the board of r:ounty commissioners -~hall __ ~QQ_£_~--- ~!~~~ Lo 

~etermi~eligibi_!_i~y for _general F_~l __ L~ medical_~:;>is_ta0c_e_~ 
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(7) In a county with state-assumed welfare· services: 

(a) covered medical services must be provided at no 

cost to the person residing in a household if the average 

household monthly income that is reasonably certain to be 

received in a 12-month period beginning with the month the 

medical service was provided does not exceed the amount in 

53-3-205(2); 

{b) a person is not eligible for medical services if 

the household in which he resides has an average monthly 

1ncorne reasonably certain to be received in a 12-rnonth 

period beginning with the month the medical service was 

provided in excess of that set forth in the following table: 

Family Size 
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Monthly 

Income Level 

$ 287 

433 

526 

618 

714 

804 

896 

988 

1,081 

1,173 

1,194 
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(c) if the average household monthly income reasonably 

certain to be received in a 12~month period beginning with 

the month the medical service was provided is between the 

amount in 53-3-205(2} and the monthly income level set forth 

in subsection (b), a household must first incur covered 

medical costs equal to the difference between its average 

monthly income and the monthly income standard in 

53-3-205(2) before medical assistance is provided. 

(8) A county with state-assumed welfare services ~ust 

reimburse the ~£_p_artment for one-half of the costs of 

general relief medical assistance in thdt county. This 

reimbursement must be depo_~ile~ in the state special revenue 

fund in the state treasury for the ~~~e of paying the 

expenses of the department. 

_1_2_L_~_co':!_r~ty_ w1th state-assumed welfare services is 

not eligible for an emer~~!_~nt under 53-2-323. 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of social and 

[el1abilitation services to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of this act is extended to the provisions ot this 

-6-
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1 act. 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date 

3 applicability. This act is effective July 1, 1997, and 

4 applies to taxable years beginning after December 31, 1987. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB910 , as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act requiring counties with state-assumed welfare services to match expenditures for general relief medical 
assistance; authorizing these counties to increase their mill levy revenue for welfare services; allowing county 
commissioners to adopt rules for determining eligibility for general relief medical assistance; amending sections 
53-2-812, 53-2-813, and 53-3-206, MCA; and providing an effective date and an applicability date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The distribution of medical costs between state-assumed counties will remain the same in FY88 and FY89 as 

in FY86. 
2. Total general relief medical expenditures will be $6.0 million each year of the 1989 biennium and 

state-assumed counties will pay one half of such expenditures. It is not possible to estimate the fiscal 
impact of the general relief medical assistance guidelines that will be promulgated by county commissioners 
in state-assumed counties. 

3. The total revenue that would be generated under current law if each state-assumed county levied 12 mills 
would be $7,241,000 in FY88 and $7,426,000 in FY89. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY88 FY89 
Current Law Proposed Law Difference Current Law Proposed Law Difference 

Revenues: 
General Fund $7,241,000 $6,034,167 ($1,206,833) $7,426,000 $6,188,333 ($1,237,667) 

Expenditures: 
General Fund - Benefits $6,000,000 $3,000,000 $3,000,000 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $3,000,000 

Net Reduction in General Fund Expenditures $1,793,167 $1,793,167 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES: 
It is difficult to predict the impact of proposed legislation on local revenue and expenditures. If county 
commissioners establish general relief medical guidelines that are more restrictive than the existing state 
program, local expenditures could be less than under current law. Presently counties with state-assumed welfare 
programs must levy 12 mills in property tax and remit the revenue to the state. If county general relief medical 
expenditures are greater than those incurred in FY86, counties may have to levy more than 12 mills to fund medical 
costs. I{ costs remain at the estimated level of $6.0 million FY88 and in FY89, two counties would remain at the 
12~~ levy; four would levy up to 14 mills; three would levy ls~~d levy~:.23 mills. 

DAVID CAL WINSLOW, PRIMARY SPONSOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for HB910, as introduced. 
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RE-REFERRED AND 
APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS 

HOUSE BILL NO. 910 

INTRODUCED BY WINSLOW 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING COUNTIES WITH 

STATE-ASSUMED WELFARE SERVICES TO MATCH EXPENDITURES FOR 

GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE; AUTHORIZING THESE 

COUNTIES TO INCREASE THEIR MILL LEVY FOR WELFARE SERVICES; 

ALLOWING COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ADOPT RULES FOR DETERMINING 

ELIGIBILITY FOR GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE; DELAYING 

STATE ASSUMPTION OF WELFARE SERVICES FOR ADDITIONAL 

COUNTIES; REQUIRING A COUNTY TO PAY THE COUNTY SHARE OF THE 

COSTS OF GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO ITS 

RESIDENTS BY ANOTHER COUNTY; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-~-Bi~T 

53-2-811 THROUGH 53-2-813, AND 53-3-206, MCA; AND PROVIDING 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 53-2-811, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"53-2-811. Transfer of county public assistance and 

protective services to state department. (l) All authority 

granted to the board of county commissioners to establish 

and operate a public assistance program and provide 

protective services for children and adults pursuant to 

Titles 41 and 53 may be transferred to the department, 

except that the county attorney shall continue to provide 

~n• """'•"" """''" 
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legal assistance and representation for the purposes of 

adult and child protective services without charge and all 

debts and obligations incurred prior to the effective date 

of state assumption continue as the responsibility of the 

county. 

(2) The board of county commissioners, after public 

hearing, may by resolution or ordinance transfer to the 

department all powers and duties for public assistance and 

protective services for children and adults, including the 

selection, supervision, and termination of staff personnel 

associated with the performance of these activities. Upon 

the effective date of such transfer, the department shall 

assume all powers and duties related to public assistance 

and protective services and accorded by law to the county 

welfare department. If the notice required in subsection 

(3) is given, the transfer is effective at the start of the 

next state fiscal year. 

(3) Counties opting for state assumption shall notify 

the department at least 90 days prior to the start of the 

state fiscal year unless the time period is waived ln whole 

or in part by the director of the department. 

(4) Counties opting for state assumption shall permit 

the department to use the same facilities currently occupied 

by the ccunty department ur substantially equal fdcililies, 

with fair rental value for such facilities to be paid by the 

-2- HB 910 
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department. Counties opting for state assumption shall 

transfer to the department all materials, equipment, and 

supplies used in the operation of the county department and 

which were paid for in whole or in part with federal or 

state funds. 

(5) No county may transfer county public assistance 

and protective services to the department during the 

biennium ending June 30, 1989. If a resolution or ordinance 

to transfer services under this part is adopted in April, 

May, or June 1987 or during the biennium ending June 30, 

1989, the transfer is effective July 1, 1989, or within 90 

days thereafter if the notice provided in subsection (3) 

requires it." 

Section 2. section 53-2-812, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-2-812. State assumption -- permanent transfer to 

department -- exceptions. (1) A county opting for state 

assumption does so on a complete and permanent basis, unless 

the county requests to retain or reassume responsibility for 

medical assistance or monetary payments to needy persons as 

provided in Title 53, chapter 3, pursuant to the adoption of 

a resolution or ordinance as provided in 53-2-811(2) and 

notice to the department as provided in 53-2-811(3). Under 

such a retention or reassumption, staff personnel continue 

under the supervision and control of the department but the 

department may contract with the counties for the operation 

-]- HB 910 
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of programs provided in Title 53, chapter 3. A county may 

not retain or reassume assistance programs partially funded 

by the federal government. 

(2) A county transferring all duties and 

responsibilities to the department may reassume limited 

responsibility for medical assistance or monetary payments 

to needy persons as provided in subsection (1) but may not 

thereafter request full state assumption. A county initially 

requesting limited state assumption may not thereafter 

request full state assumption. A county opting for limited 

or full state assumption does so on a permanent oasis, 

except as provided in this section. 

(3} The board of county commissioners of a county 

transferring all duties and responsibilities to th~ 

department shall adopt rules for determining eligibility for 

general relief medical assistance, as provided in 53-J-206." 

Section 3. Section 53-2-813, MCA, is amended to read: 

''53-2-813. Mill levy for counties transferring public 

assi~tance and protective services. (l) (a) Except as 

provided in subsection (l)(b), for the purpose of this part, 

at least 12 mills must be levied annually in those counties 

opting for state assumption. 

(b) A county that levied an amount less than 12 mills 

for purposes of its county poor fund during tiscal year 1982 

must levy an equivalent amount to the poor fund mill levy 

-4- HB 910 
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assessed by that county during fiscal year 1982 plus 1.5 

mills, "ot--to-exeeed-~-totei-o£-t%-miil~, less a mill levy 

equivalent to an amount the county can demonstrate was spent 

during fiscal year 1982 for the building or operation of a 

medical facility. The reduced mill levy exception provided 

in this subsection (l)(b) continues in effect until June 30, 

1984. After that date, at least 12 mills must be levied in 

all counties where state assumption is in effect. 

( 2) The proceeds of ~lls of the mill levy 

established in subsection (l) must be deposited in the state 

special revenue fund in the state treasury for the purpose 

oE paying the expenses of the department. Cfhe-rn.itl-i~"Y-may 

not--~xeee~--t%--mili~,--netwith~tand±ng-aet~ei-expend~t~re~ 

made-by-the-dep~rtment~ 

( 3) For a county retaining or reassuming operational 

responsibility for all medical assistance or all monetary 

payments to needy persons as provided in 53-2-812, the levy 

prov1ded in subsection (l) must be reduced by the mill levy 

equivalerlt expended by ~hat county or--the--~epertment for 

such purposes in the fiscal year immediately preceding the 

option to retain or reassume such responsibility." 

Section 4. Section 53-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-206. Ellgll.oility for general 

d:.:iSl.:5:..:tnct=>. (l) Irl order:-__ ~ be .:-onsiaered 

tor general relief medical ass1star.ce, 

-s-

relief med1ca1 

for eliqib1 ~ty 

a person mu::.t be 
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found to have a serious medical condition. 

(2) Eligibility for general relief medical assistance 

must be determined as provided in this section and 53-J-205. 

A person with a serious medical cond1t1on must apply for 

general relief medical assistance prior to the provision of 

medical serv1ces or within 90 days v£ che date the medicdl 

service is first provided. Eligibility is determined as of 

the date medical service is first provided. 

( 3) All persons who reside in the same residence a11d 

are legally re~ated to or responsible for each other are 

considered to be one household for purposes of determining 

general relief medical assistance. 

(4) All individual or household resources must be used 

to offset medical obligations excepL 

53-3-205(7). 

those excluded in 

(~) To determi11e eligibility for co:Anty general relief 

medical assistdnce, a cou~ty welfare bGdrd may promulgate 

rules to establ1sn the circumstances under which persons dre 

unable to pay for tlteir medical a1d a11J ~ospitaliza:icn. 

However, ~o household with an i~cnm~~ ~xceeding 300% 8f Lhe 

amount set torth in 53-3-205(2) is eligible for S!lch med1cal 

assistance. 

( 6) ln d county with statP-assumed we:fare services~. 

~___r:_ b0ard ot t';)untv -~-=--~;:.OiL-·_rJe:_:_:' sh.ctli dticpl ~~:!_~ 

determine eliqib1l1ty for ge11eral relief ~edical dSSistance. 

-6~ HB 910 



1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

HB 0910/02 

(7) In a county with state-assumed welfare services: 

(a} covered medical services must be provided at no 

cost to the person residing in a household if the average 

household monthly 1ncome that is reasonably certain to be 

received in a 12-month per1od beginning with the month the 

medical serv1ce was provided does not exceed the amount in 

53-3-205(2); 

(b) a person is not eligible for medical services if 

the household in which he resides has an average monthly 

income reasonably certain to be received in a 12-month 

period beginning with the month the medical service was 

provided in excess of that set forth 1n the following table: 

Family Size 

6 

7 
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10 

ll 
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Monthly 

Income Level 

$ 287 

433 

526 

618 

714 

804 

896 

988 

1,08! 

1,173 

1,194 
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(c) if the average household monthly income reasonably 

certain to be received in a 12-month period beginning with 

the month the medical service was provided is between the 

amount in 53-3-205{2) and the monthly 1ncome level ~et forth 

in subsection (b), a household must first 1ncur covered 

medical costs equal to the difference between ~ts dV~rdge 

monthly 1ncome and the monthly 1ncome standdrd in 

53-3-205(2) before medical assistance is provided. 

(8) A county with state-as§umed welfare s~rvices musr 

reimburse tt1e department for one-ha!f of the costs ot 

general relief medical assistance 1n that county. This 

reimbursement must be deposited in the ~tate special revenue 

fund in the state treasury for the purpos_e :>f pay1ng the 

expenses of the department. 

(9) A county with state-assumed welfdre services lS 

not eligible for an emergency grant under 53-2-323. 

(10) IF GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IS PROVIDED 

BY A COUNTY WITH STATE-ASSUMED WELFARE SERVICES ~0 A PERSON 

WHO flAS LIVED IN ·rHAT COUNTY LESS Tf-iA!'J ._ "iLAR, l'HL l~Cl'-:i~_-~"i :N 

WHICH HE MOST RECENTLY LIVED FOR AT LEAST 2 MONTHS, AND NOT 

-8- HB 910 
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1 THE COUNTY THAT PROVIDED THE ASSISTANCE, SHALL REIMBURSE THE 

2 DEP~TMENT FOR ONE-HALF THE COSTS OF GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL 

ASSISTANCE." 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of socicil and 

6 rehabilication services to make rules on the subject of the 

provisions of this act is extended to the provisions of this 

8 act. 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective ddte 

10 applicability. This act is effective July 1, 1987, and 

11 applies to taxable years beginning after December 31, 1987. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 910 

INTRODUCED BY WINSLOW 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ''AN ACT REQUIRING COUNTIES WITH 

STATE-ASSUMED WELFARE SERVICES TO MA~EH-E*PENB%~HRBS PROVIDE 

A 10 PERCENT REIMBURSEMENT FOR GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL 

ASSISTANCE; AUTHORIZING THESE COUNTIES TO INCREASE THEIR 

MILL LEVY FOR WELFARE SERVICES: ALLOWING COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS TO ADOPT RULES FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY FOR 

GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE; DELAYING STATE ASSUMPTION 

OF WELFARE SERVICES FOR ADDITIONAL COUNTIES: REQUIRING A 

COUNTY TO PAY THE COUNTY SHARE OF THE COSTS OF GENERAL 

RELIEF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO ITS RESIDENTS BY 

ANOTHER COUNTY: AMENDING SECTIONS 53-%-B±iT 53-2-811 THROUGH 

53-2-813, AND 53-3-206, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 53-2-811, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

''53-2-811. Transfer of county public assistance and 

protective services to state department. (1) All authority 

granted to the board of county commissioners to establish 

and operate a public assistance program and provide 

protective services for children and adults pursuant to 

Titles 41 and 53 may be transferred to the department, 

~~a, .. , ... ., •• Counal 
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except that the county attorney shall continue to provide 

legal assistance and representation for the purposes of 

adult and child protective services without charge and all 

debts and obligations incurred prior to the effective date 

of state assumption continue as the responsibility of the 

county. 

(2) The board of county commissioners, after public 

hearing, may by resolution or ordinance transfer to the 

department all powers and duties for public assistance and 

protective services for children and adults, includi11g the 

selection, supervision, and termination of staff personnel 

associated with the performance of these activities. Upon 

the effective date of such transfer, the department shall 

assume all powers and duties related to public assistance 

and protective services and accorded by law to the county 

welfare department. If the notice required in subsection 

[3) is given, the trar.sfer is effective at the start of the 

next state fiscal year. 

(3) Counties opting for state assumption shall notify 

the department at least 90 days prior to the start of the 

state fiscal year unless the time period is waived in wt1ole 

or in part by the director of the department. 

(4) Counties opting for state a~sumption shdll permit 

the department to use the same facilities currently occupied 

by the county department or substantially equal facilities, 
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with fair rental value for such facilities to be paid by the 

department. Counties opting for state assumption shall 

transfer to the department all materials, equipment, and 

supplies used in the operation of the county department and 

which were paid for in whole or in part with federal or 

state funds. 

(5) No county may transfer county public assistance 

and protective services to the department during the 

biennium ending June 30, 1989. If a resolution or ordinance 

to transfer services under this part is adopted in April, 

May, or June 1987 or during the biennium ending June 30, 

1989, the transfer is effective July 1, 1989, or within 90 

days thereafter if the notice provided in subsection (3) 

requires it. 1
' 

Section 2. Section 53-2-812, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-2-812. State assumption permanent transfer to 

department exceptions. (1) A county opting for state 

assumption does so on a complete and permanent basis, unless 

the county requests to retain or reassume responsibility for 

medical assistance or monetary payments to needy persons as 

provided in Title 53, chapter 3, pursuant to the adoption of 

a resolution or ordinance as provided in 53-2-811(2) and 

notice to the department as provided in 53-2-811(3). Under 

such a retention or reassumption, staff personnel continue 

under the supervision and control of the department but the 
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department may contract with the counties for the operation 

of programs provided in Title 53, chapter 3. A county may 

not retain or reassume assistance programs partially funded 

by the federal government. 

{2) A county transferring all duties and 

responsibilities to the department may reassume limited 

responsibility for medical assistance or monetary payments 

to needy persons as provided in subsection (1) but may not 

thereafter request full state assumption. A county initially 

requesting limited state assumption may not thereafter 

request full state assumption. A county opting for limited 

or full state assumption does so on a permanent basis, 

except as provided in this section. 

(3} The board of county commiss1oners of a county 

transferring all duties and responsibilities to the 

department shall adopt rules for determining eligibility for 

general relief medical assistance, as provided in 53-3-206." 

Section 3. Section 53-2-813, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-2-813. Mill levy for counties transferring public 

assistance and protective services. {1) (a) Except as 

provided in subsection (l)(b), for the purpose of this part, 

at least 12 mills must be levied annually in those counties 

opting for state assumption. 

(b) A county that levied an amount less than 12 mills 

for purposes of its county poor fund during fiscal year 1982 
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must levy an equivalent amount to the poor fund mill levy 

ass@ssed by that county during fiscal year 1982 plus 1.5 

mills, ~o~~to-exeeed-a-~o~ai-o£-±~-miil~, less a mill levy 

equivalent to an amount the county can demonstrate was spent 

during fiscal year 1982 for the building or operation of a 

medical facility. The reduced mill levy exception provided 

in this subsection (l)(b) continues in effect until June 30, 

1984. After that date,~at least 12 mills must be levied in 

all counties where state assumption is in effect. 

{2) The proceeds of 10 mills of the mill levy 

established in subsection tl) must be deposited in the state 

~pecial revenue fund 1n the state treasury for the purpose 

of paying the expenses of the department. ~he-m~iT-T~vy-may 

not-~x~eed-~i--millsr--not•tt~stand~n9--aetttal--expend~ttt~es 

made-by-the-department~ 

(3) For a county retaining or reassuming operational 

responsibility for all medical assistance or all monetary 

payments to needy persons as provided in 53-2-812, the levy 

provided in subsection (1) must be reduced by the mill levy 

equivalent expended by that county e~-~he-depar~meftt for 

such purposes in the fiscal year immediately preceding the 

option to retain or reassume such responsibility." 

Section 4. Section 53-3-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-206. 

assistance. {l} 

Eligibility for general relief medical 

In order to be considered for eligibility 
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for general relief medical assistance, a person must be 

found to have a serious medical condition. 

(2) Eligibility for general relief medical assistance 

must be determined as provided in this section and 53-3-205. 

A person with a serious medical condition must apply for 

general relief medical assistance prior to the provision of 

medical services or within 90 days of the date the medical 

service is first provided. Eligibility is determined as of 

the date medical service is first provided. 

(3) All persons who reside in the same residence and 

are legally related to or responsible for each vther are 

considered to be one household for purposes of determining 

general relie~ medical assistance. 

(4) All individual or household resources must be used 

to offset medical obligations except those excluded in 

53-3-205(7). 

(5) To determine eligibility for c~unty general relief 

medical assistance, a county welfare board may promulgate 

rules to establish the circumstances under which persons are 

unable to pay fo[ their medical aid and hospitalization. 

However, no household with an income exceeding 300% of the 

amount set forth in 53-3-205(2) is eligible for such medical 

assistance. 

( 6) In 

the board of 

a county with state-assumed welfare services~L 

county c::ommissione_rs shall adopt_ rules to 
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determine eligibility for general relief medical assistance. 

(7) In a county with state-assumed welfare services: 

(a) covered medical services must be provided at no 

cost to the person residing in a household if the average 

household monthly income that is reasonably certain to be 

received in a 12-month period beginning with the month the 

medical service was provided does not exceed the amount in 

53-3-20512); 

(b) a person is not eligible for medical services if 

the household in which he resides has an average monthly 

income reasonably certain to be received in a 12-month 

period beginning with the month the medical service was 

provided in excess of that set forth in the following table: 

Monthly 

Family Size Income Level 

1 $ 287 

2 433 

3 526 

4 618 

5 714 

6 804 

7 896 

8 988 

9 1,081 

10 1,173 
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ll 1,194 

12 1,215 

13 1,236 

14 ~.256 

15 1,277 

16 or more 1,298 

tc) if the average household monthly income reasonably 

certain to be received in a 12-month period beginning with 

the month the medical service was provided lS between the 

amount in 53-3-205(2) and the monthly income level set forth 

in subsection (b), a household must first incur covered 

medical costs equal to the difference between its average 

monthly income and the monthly income standard in 

53-3-205(2) before medical assistance is provided. 

{8) A county with state-assumed welfare services must 

reimburse the department for o"e-ftaif ~ of the costs of 

general relief medical assistance in that county. This 

reimbursement must be deposited in the state special revenue 

fund in the state treasury foe the purpose of paying the 

expenses of the department. 

19) A county with state-assumed welfare services is 

not eligible for an emergency grant under 53-2-323. 

110) IF GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IS PROVIDED 

BY A COUNTY WITH STATE-ASSUMED WELFARE SERVICES TO A PERSON 

WHO HAS LIVED IN THAT COUNTY LESS THAN 1 YEAR, THE COUNTY IN 
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1 WHICH HE MOST RECENTLY LIVED FOR AT LEAST 2 MONTHS, AND NOT 

THE COUNTY THAT PROVIDED THE ASSISTANCE, SHALL REIMBURSE THE 

DEPARTMENT FOR one-ha~f 10\ the costs of general relief 

medical assistance.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the department of social and 

7 rehabilitation services to make rules on the subject of the 

8 provisions of this act is extended to the provisions of this 

act. 

10 ~E~ Section 6. Effective date 

11 applicability. This act is effective July 1, 1987, and 

12 applies to taxable years beginning after December 31, 1987. 

-End-
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