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Constitutional amendment 

INTRODUCED BY~~~~ 0 Z> ~.& ....... ~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO AR'riCLE XI, 

SECTION 2, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE FOR A 

COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION EVERY TWENTIETH YEAR TO FORMULATE 

A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING EXISTING COUNTIES; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article XI, section 2, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

"Section 2. Counties. ill The counties of the state 

are those that exist on the date of ratification of this 

constitution. No Except as provided in subsection (3), no 

county boundary may be changed or county seat transferred 

until approved by a majority of those voting on the question 

in each county affected. 

(2) In the 1989 legislative session and in every lOth 

session thereafter, a commission of nine citizens, none of 

whom may be public officials, shall be selected to __ .e_r~t:£~~-~ -~ 

plan for consolidating and ~eorganizing existing counties. 

The majority and minority leaders of each hou~e shall eac~ 

designate two commiss1oners. W~th~n 20 days after their 
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LC 1631/01' 

designation, the eight commissioners ?hall select the ninth 

member, who shall serve as chairman of the commission. If 

the eight members fail to select the ninth member within the 

tim~sc_ribed, a majority of the supreme court shall 

select him. 

(3) The commission shall submit its plan for 

consolida~~~ and reorqanizi~~sting counties to the next 

legislative session aft~r its appointment. The legislature 

shall return the plan with its rec?mmendations within 30 

days of submission. Within 30 days thereafter, the 

commission shall file its final plan for ~!Y 
consolidation and reorganization with the secretary oF 

state, and it shall become law. 

ill -~n filing its fi~~~n, the commission is 

dissolved." 

N_?W SECTIQ~ Section 2. Effective date. If approved 

by the electorate, this amendment is effective .January 1, 

1989. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

This amendment shcill be submitted to the electors of Montana 

at the general election to be held November 8, 1988, by 

printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

0 FOR a cornmiss1or. appointed by the legislature to 

consolidaLe and reorganize exisring counties every 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
1113 77's-
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20 years. 

[)AGAINST a commission appointed by the legislature to 

consolidate and reorganize existing counties every 

20 years. 

-End-

-3-
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

APPROVED BY COMM. 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

HOUSE BILL NO. 745 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, FRITZ, J. BROWN, SALES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XI, 

SECTION 2, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE PeR THAT A 

COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION BVBR¥--PWBNPfEPH--¥8AR--Te SHALL 

FORMULATE A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING ANb REORGANIZING EXISTING 

COUNTIES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OE' THE STATE OF MON'rANA: 

Section 1. Article XI, section 2, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

11 Section 2, Counties. 1!1 The counties of the state 

are those that exist on the date of ratification of this 

constitution, Ho Exc~--~~ provided in subsection ( 3}, no 

county boundary may be changed or county seat transferred 

until approved by a majority of those voting on the question 

in each county affected. 

(2) rn-~he-%989~%eg±s±a~ive-session-and-in-every--l9t~ 

s ess ±on--~ he rea£ t er 7--a-eol'M'li ~ s ion-o£-~j-~~_E_!_ !;:_! 2: en!! T- none-o£ 

whom-m~y-be-p~bi±e-o££ie±ais,-s~ail-be-seiee~ed-to-prepa~e-a 

pl-an-£ of'-eon soi: ±d:at ± ng-and-reo rga "i_2: ± rt_g_:_- -~x ± ~! ± "9' -:-_-:_~__!:!_!'\__! _!_~-~~ 

~~e--mejer±~y--aftrl-min~rity-l~aders-o£-eaeh-hotlse-shaii-eaeh 

desiqnate-two-e~mm±~~ionersT--W±th±n--za--dey!!--e£ter--the±r 

~n> '-•;",""' caun'" 
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HB 0745/02 

desiqnation,--the-e±ght-eommiee±onere-she~l-~eleet-the-n±nth 

mem~e~7-who-ehe%%-~er~e-e!!-e~~±~~~~~o£-the-comm±ssion~----%r 

the-e±ght-members-£~~~~to-selee~-the-n±rtth-membe~-w±thil"!;-the 

~ime--preser±bed,--a--ma;or±ty--or--the--~~preme-eoart-shall 

8~l~et-htm. A COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL PREPARE A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING AND 

REORGANIZING EXISTING COUNTIES. 

(3) The commission shall submit its plan for 

~-~_!?-SO~_!_~~ing_ __ ~nd reorganizing existing ~ounties to the __!!_~~ 

legislative session after: its appointment. The ~egislature 

shall return the plan with its recommendations within 30 

~_y~-- q.~ ---~.§-~~mission. Within 30 _days thereafte_r, the 

commission shall file its fin~l Elan fo< county 

consolidation and reor:~~niz~~ion with the secretary of 

state, and it shall become law. 

(4) Upon filing its final plan_,_ the conunission is 

dissolved." 
-~ -- -- -~-

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved 

by the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1, 

1989. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

This amendment shall be submitted co the electors of Montana 

at the general election to be held Nuvember 8, 1988, by 

printing on the bcillot tt1e tull titlP of this act dnd the 

following: 

-2- HB 745 

SECOND READING 
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FOR a commission appointed by the legislature to 

consolidate and reorganize existing counties every 

20 years. 

AGAINST a commission appointed by the legislature to 

cOnsolidate and reorganize existing counties every 

20 years. 

-End-

-3- HB 745 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

HOUSE BILL NO. 745 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, FRITZ, J. BROWN, SALES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XI, 

SECTION 2, OP THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE P9R THAT A 

COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION BYBR¥--~BN~~B~H--¥BAR--~ SHALL 

FORMULATE A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING EXISTING 

COUNTIES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article XI, section 2, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

"Section 2. Counties. 1!1 The counties of the state 

are those that exist on the date of ratification of this 

constitution. Ne Except as provided in subsection (3), no 

county boundary may be changed or county seat transferred 

until approved by a majority of those voting on the question 

in each county affected. 

(2) ~n-the-l989-legislati¥e-seeeien-and-in-e¥ery--l8th 

8ess~eft--thereafter7--a-eemmission-o£-nine-citizens7-none-o£ 

whem-may-be-publie-offieialsT-shai~-be-seleeted-to-prepare-a 

p!aft-for-eeftselidatiftg-an~-reerganizing--existing--eodnties~ 

~he--ma;ority--and-minority-%eaftere-oE-eaeft-hodee-eh8%%-eaeh 

designate-twe-eemmiesienerse--Within--i&--days--arter--their 

~ , ... ,,. ••• Coundl 
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HB 0745/03 

designation7--the-eitht-eemm~eeienere-sha~~-seleet-the-ninth 

memher7 -wfto shall-serye-as-ehairman-of the-commission. ~£ 

the-eight-memhers-Eail-te-se~eet-the-ninth-memher-within-the 

time--preseribedr--a--major~ty--o£--the--s~preme-eo~rt-sha±l 

eeleet-him~ A COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL PREPARE A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING AND 

REORGANIZING EXISTING COUNTIES. 

(3) The co~is~i_Q!'L shall submit its plan for 

fOnsolidating and reorganizing existing counties to the next 

legislative session after its appointment. The legislature 

shall return the plan with its recommendations within 30 

days of submission. Within 30 days thereafter, the 

commission shall file its final plan for county 

consolidation and reorganization with the secretary of 

state, and it shall become law. 

(4) Upon filing its final plan, the commission is 

dissolved." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved 

by the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1, 

1989. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of Montana 

at the general election to be held November 8, 1988, by 

printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

-2- HB 745 
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[] FOR a commission appointed by the legislature to 

consolidate and reorganize existing counties eyery 

i9-yeara. 

[] AGAINST a commission appointed by the legislature to 

consolidate and re.organize existing counties e•e-ry 

i!9-years. 

-End-

-3- HB 745 


