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Constitutional amendment

_M_BILL 0. 745
] .

INTRODUCED BY
& BILL FOR AN RCT ENRTITLED: “AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XI,
SECTION 2, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE FOR A
COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION EVERY TWENTIETHE YEAR TO FORMULATE
A PLAN POR CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING EXISTING COUNTIES;

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Article XI, section 2, of The Constitution
of the State of Montana is amended to read:
“"Section 2. Counties. {1) The counties of the state
are those that exist on tha date of ratification of this

constitution. He Except as provided in  subsection ({3), no

county boundary may be changed or county seat transferred
until approved by a majority of those voting on the guestion

in each county affected.

{2) 1In the 1989 legislative session and in every 10th

session thereafter, a commission of nine citizens, none of

whom may be public officials, shall be selected to prepare a

plan for consolidating and reorganizing existing counties.

The majority and minority leaders of each house shall each

designate two commissioners. Within 20 days after their
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designation, the eight commissioners shall select the ninth

member, who shall serve as chairman of the commission. If

the eight members fail to select the ninth member within the

time prescribed, a majority of the supreme court shall

select him.

{3) The commission shall submit its plan for

consolidating and recrganizing existing counties to the next

legislative session after its appointment. The legislature

shall return the plan with its recommendations within 30

days of submission.

Hithin 30 days thereafter, the

commission shall file its final plan for county

consolidation and reorganization with the secretary of

state, and it shall become law.

(4) Upon Eiling its final Plan, the commission js

dissolved.”

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. IFf approved
by the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1,
1989,

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate,
This amendment shall be submitted to tne electors of Montana
at the genperal election te be heid November 8, 1988, by
printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the
Eolléwing:

E]FOR a commissiorn appointed by the iegislature tp

consolidate and reorganize existing counties every

. INTRODUCED BILL
HB 245
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20 years.

[[JAGAINST a commission appointed by the legislature to
consclidate and reorganize existing counties every
20 years.

-End-
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HB 0745/02

CONSTITUTTONAL AMENDMENT
APPROVED BY COMM.

ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT
HOUSE BILL NO. 745

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, FRITZ, J. BROWN, SALES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE
QUALIFIEDP ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XI,
SECTION 2, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TC PROVIDE POR THAT A
COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION EVERY--PWENPIEFH--¥EAR--¥© SHALL
FORMULATE A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING AND REQRGANIZING EXISTING

COUNTIES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Article XI, section 2, of The Constitution
of the State of Montana is amended to read:
vgection 2, Counties. (1) The counties of the state
are those that exist on the date of ratification of this

constitution. Ne Except as provided in subsection {3}, no

county boundary may be changed or county seat transferred
until approved by a majority of those voting on the question
in each county affected.

{2) In-the-}983-1tegisiative-session-snd-in-every -1f6th

session-—thereaftery--a-commission-of-nine-citizenss-none-of

whom-may-be-public-officiats;-shall-be-selected-to-prepare-a

pian-for-consoiidating-and-reorganizing—-existing--countiecas

eme--majority--and-minority-lteaders-ef-each-hcuse-shati-eaen

dasignate—two-commissionerst--Within--28--days--after——their

A@n’tdna Legisiarive council
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desigqnationy—-the-eight-commissioners shaii-setect-the-ninth

the-eight-members-faii-to-select-the-ninth-member—within-the

time--prescribed;-—-a--majority--of-—the—-supreme-couri-shail

select-hims A COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE

LEGISLATURE SHALL PREPARE A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING AND

REORGANIZING EXISTING CQUNTIES.

(3) The commission_ shall submit its plan for

consolidating and reorganizing existing counties to the next

legislative session after its appointment. The legislature

shall return the plan with its recommendations within 30

days of submission. Within 30 days thereafter, the

commission shall file its final  pilan for county

consolidation and reorganization with the secretary of

state, and it shall become law.

(4) Upon filing its final plan, the commission is

dissolved."

NEW SECTION. Section 2., Effective date, If approved
by the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1,
1989.

NEW SBC‘I‘ION7 Section 3. Submission to electorate.
This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of Montana
at the general election to be held November 8, 1988, by
printing on the balilot the full title of this act and the

following:

-2- HB 745

SECOND READING



HB 0745/02

FOR a commission appointed by the legislature to
consolidate and reorganizé existing counties every
20 years.
AGAINST a commission appointed by the legislature to
consolidate and reorganize existing counties every
20 years.

~End-

~3- HB 745
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CONSTITUTIOKAL AMENDMENT

HOUSE BILL NO. 745

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, FRITZ, J. BROWN, SALES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO TEE
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XI,
SECTION 2, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TG PROVIDE FPOR THAT A
COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION HVERY--PWENPEEPH--¥BRAR--P© SHALL
FORMULATE A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING EXISTING

COUNTIES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Article XI, section 2, of The Constitution
of the State of Montana is amended to read:
“Section 2. Counties. (1) The counties of the state
are those that exist on the date of ratification of thia

congtitution. Ne Except ag provided in subsection (3}, no

county boundary may be changed or county seat transferred
until approved by a majority of those voting on the guestion
in each county affected.

{2) In-the-1989-1eqisiative-session-and-in-every--1gth

session—-thereafter;—-a-commissicn-of-nine-citizens;—none-of

whom-may-be-pubiic-offrcitatss-shati-be-seieeted-to-prepare-a

pian-for-consolidating-and-reerganizing—-existing--countiess

Phe--majority-—and-minority-teaderas-of-each-house-shaii-each

designate—two-commissioners:—-Within--20--days--afear-—-—their

é/m Legisiative Council

O @ O~ B e

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0745/03

designationy——-the-eight-commissioners—-shail-select-the-ninth

the-eight-members-faili-to-select—the-ninth-member-within-the

time-—-prescribedy-—a--majortty——of--the--supreme-court—-shaii

setect-himy A COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE

LEGISLATURE SHALL PREFARE A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING AND

REORGANIZING EXISTING COUNTIES.

{3) The commission shall submit its plan for

consolidating and reorganizing existing counties to the next

legislative session after its appointment. The legislature

shall return the plan with its recommendations within 30

days of submission. Within 30 days thereafter, the

commigsion shall file its final plan for county

consolidation and reorganization with the secretary of

state, and it shall become law.

{4) Upon filing its finmal plan, the commission is

dissolved."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved
by the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1,
1989,

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate.
This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of Montana
at the general election to be held November 8, 1988, by
printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the

following:

—2m HE 745

THIRD READING
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E] FOR a commission appointed by the legislature to
consolidate and reorganize existing counties every
20-years.

[] AGAINST a commission appointed by the legislature to
consolidate and reorganize existing counties every
28-years.

-End-

-3- HB 745



