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INTRODUCED 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT APPROPRIATING MONEY TO 

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FOR AN INTERIM STUDY OF COUNTY 

CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION; AUTHORIZING AN INTERIM 

SUBCOMMITTEE TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR REDUCING THE NUMBER OF 

COUNTIES TO 30 OR FEWER; SPECIFYING FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED 

IN CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING COUNTIES; AND PROVIDING 

FOR CONTINGENT DISPOSITION OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS," 

WHEREAS, it is widely acknowledged that the citizens 

and taxpayers of Montana are supporting more county 

governments than are necessary for efficient management of 

local affairs; and 

WHEREAS, twenty-eight counties were formed between 1910 

and 1925 without benefit of a comprehensive plan; and 

WHEREAS, the legislature is uniquely qualified to 

address the question of county consolidation and 

reorganization from a statewide perspective and to determine 

what factors ought to be considered in developing a 

comprehensive plan for consolidation and reorganization; and 

WHEREAS, a study of factors relevant to a comprehensive 

plan for county consolidation and reorganization undertaken 

~n• Looi>l><w• Coun<OI 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1632/<11 

in the 1988-89 biennium will facilitate the legislative 

districting and apportionment required in 1990 by Article v~ 

section 14, of the Montana Constitution. 

THEREFORE, the legislature finds that a study of county 

consolidation and reorganization is of vital importance to 

the social and economic well-being of the citizens of 

Montana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA' 

Section l. Subcommittee to study county consolidation 

and reorganization. (1) An interim subcommittee consisting 

of one member of each party from each house shall be 

appointed as provided in ~-~-211 to prepare recommendations 

for consolidating and reorganizing existing counties in such 

a way as to reduce the number of counties to 30 o~ fewer, 

taking into consideration the factors listed in section 3. 

(2) The subcommittee shall submit its recommendations 

to the 51st legislature on or before the lOth legislative 

day of the 1989 regular session. 

Section 2. Appropriation for i1tterim ~tudy of county 

consolidation and reorganization. There is appropriated 

$7,500 from the general fund to the legislative council for 

the purpose of preparing the county consolidation and 

reorganization study required by seclion l. The legi~lative 

council shall use the money for the compensation and 
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LC 1632/01 

expenses of interim subcommittee members, for other expenses 

associated with public hearings, and for necessary equipment 

and supplies. 

Section 3. Criteria 

reorganization of counties 

for consolidation 

public hearings. 

and 

( 1) In 

preparing its reconunenda t ions for county con sol ida t ion and 

reorganization, the subcommittee shall consider and attempt 

to give approximately equal weight to all at the following 

factors: 

(a) existing county boundaries; 

(b) existing legislative districts; 

(c) natural features such as the continental divide, 

major rivers and drainages, 

ridgelines; 

and 

{d) transportation routes; 

(e) population distribution; 

(f) market areas; 

(g) natural resources; and 

other divides and 

(h) maier industries, 

and economic resou~ces. 

institutions, and other social 

(2) Between July 1, 1987, and November 1, 1988, 

following an initial meeting in Helena, the subcommittee 

shall meet and in conjunction with its meeting hold a public 

hearing in each of the following cities: 

(a) Kalispell; 
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(b) Missoula; 

(c) Butte; 

(d) Great Falls; 

(e) Lewistown; 

(f) Havre; 

(g) Sidney; 

(h) Miles City; and 

I i) Billings. 

Section 4. Technic::al and cleriral services. The 

executive director of the legislative council shall provide 

the technical staff a~d clerical services needed by the 

subcommittee for i~s study of county consolidation and 

reorganization. 

Section 5. Effect of study contingent on 

constitutional amendment. ( 1) If the constitutional 

amendment proposed by Bill No. [LC 1631] is approved 

by the electorate at the election to be held on November 8, 

1988, the 51st legislature shall appoint a county boundary 

commission and direct it to consider the subcommittee's 

recommendations in developing its plan for county 

consolidation and reorganization. 

(2) If the constitutional amendment proposed by 

Bill No. [LC 1631} is not passed and approved by the 

legislature or is not approved by the electorate at the 

election to be held on November 8, 1988, the subcommittee's 

-4-
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1 recommendations must be distributed, following legislative 

2 review, to the governing body of each affected county. The 

J governing body of each affected county shall by resolution 

4 direct that the question of the proposed consolidation or 

5 reorganization be submitted to the qualified electors of the 

6 county at the next countywide election, and the provisions 

7 of Title 7, chapter 2, for creation of new counties and 

8 consolidation of existing counties apply. 

-End-
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AS AMENDED 

HOUSE BILL NO. 744 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, FRITZ, J. BROWN, SALES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT APPROPRIATING MONEY '1'8 

'I'HB--bBG~SbA'I'~YB--BBBNBlb--~R--AN--fN'I'BRIM--S'I'BB¥-BP-BBBN'I'¥ 

€8NS8blBA'I'lBH--AHB--RHBRSANIZA'I'l8N FOR A COUNTY BOUNDARY 

COMMISSION; AUTHORIZING AN---fN'I'BRIM---SBB€6MMf'I''I'BB THE 

COMMISSION TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR REBBBINS--'I'HB--NBMBBR--6P 

€6BN'I'lBS--'1'6--39--6R--PBWBR CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING 

COUNTIES AND A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES; SPECIFYING 

FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING 

COUNTIES; ANB PROVIDING FOR €6N'I'lN8BH'I' DISPOSITION OF THE 

SBB€6MMf'I''I'BB~S--RB€6MMBHBA'I'fBHB COMMISSION'S PbAN PLANS; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, it is widely acknowledged that the citizens 

and taxpayers of Montana are supporting more county 

governments than are necessary for efficient management of 

local affairs; and 

WHEREAS, twenty-eight counties were formed between 1910 

and 1925 without benefit of a comprehensive plan; and 

WHEREAS, the legislature is uniquely qualified to 

address the question of county consolidation and 

reorganization from a statewide perspective and to determine 

what factors ought to be considered in developing a 
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HB 0744/04 

comprehensive plan for consolidation and reorganization; and 

WHEREAS, a study of factors relevant to a comprehensive 

plan for county consolidation and reorganization undertaken 

in the 1988-89 biennium will facilitate the legislative 

districting and apportionment required in 1990 by Article v, 

section 14, of the Montana Constitution; AND 

WHEREAS, IF THE VOTERS REJECT COUNTY CONSOLIDATION A.ND 

REORGANIZATION, AN ALTERNATIVE PLAN WILL BE NEEDED TO REDUCE 

THE EXPENSE OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT BY CONSOLIDATING SERVICES. 

THEREFORE, the legislature finds that a-etH~y--or PbAN 

PGR--co~nty--eonso±±d~t±on--~na--~eo~gan±~ae±on-±s PLANS FOR 

CONSOLIDATING COUNTY SERVICES AND FOR EVENTUAL CONSOLIDATION 

AND REORGANIZATION OF COUNTIES ARE of vital importance to 

the social and economic well-being of the citizens of 

Montana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Stlbeommittee--to--~tttdy COUNTY BOUNDARY 

COMMISSION TO PREPARE A PLAN ~0~ county consolidation and 

reorganization AND A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES. (l) An 

interim-sttbeommittee-eon~i~ting-o£-one-membe~-o£-eaeh--party 

~~om-eaeh-honse-~hall-be-appointed-as-p~ovtded-in-5-5-~~~-to 

[)repa~e-reeom.mendation~ A COMMISSION OF NINE ___ _f__-!_'~ I :lENS OE' THE 

STA·rE, NONE OF WHOM_ MAY BE PUBLIC OFFICIALS, SHALL BE 

APPOINTED BY THF. 1987 LEGISLATURE TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR -- ----

-2- HB 744 
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CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING EXISTING COUNTIES AND A PLAN 

FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES WITHIN DISTRICTS CONSISTING OF 

TWO OR MORE EXISTING COUNTIES. THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY 

LEADERS OF EACH HOUSE SHALL EACH DESIGNATE PW8-B8MMISSI8NBRS 

ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, AFTER 

CONFERRING TO ACHIEVE GEOGRAPHIC REPRESENTATION. WITHIN 20 

DAYS AFTER THEIR APPOINTMENT, THE EIGHT COMMISSIONERS SHALL 

SELECT THE NINTH MEMBER, WHO SHALL SERVE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 

COMMISSION. IF THE EIGHT MEMBERS FAIL TO SELECT THE NINTH 

MEMBER WITHIN THE TIME PRESCRIBED, A MAJORITY OF THE SUPREME 

COURT SHALL SELECT HIM. 

(2) THE COMMISSION SHALL PREPARE A-PbAN THE FOLLOWING 

TWO PLANS: 

(A) A PLAN for consolidating and reorganizing existing 

counties in such a way as to reduce the number of counties 

to 39 45 or fewer, taking into consideration the factors 

listed in section 3. THE PLAN SHALL PROVIDE A SCHEDULE FOR 

AN ORDERLY TRANSITION FROM THE EXISTING TO THE PROPOSED 

COUNTIES. 

(B) A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES WITHIN THE 

DISTRICTS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 4. 

t~till The s~beommittee COMMISSION shall submit its 

reeommenda~ion~ PLAN BOTH PLANS to the 51st legislature on 

or before the lOth legislative day of the 1989 regular 

session. 

-3- HB 744 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0744/04 

Section 2. Appropriation for interim-st~dy--oE county 

consolidation and reorganization PLA~. There is appropriated 

$iT599 $39 7 999 $50,000 from the general fund to the 

legislative council for the purpose of preparing the eoanty 

eoneoii08tioft--eftd--r~er~8ft±~at±oft-ettldy-~ PLANS required 

by section 1. The legislative council shall use the money 

for the compensation and expenses of ±ftt~f'im-ettbeo!'!U'ni-tt~~ 

COMMISSION members, for other expenses associated with 

public hearings, and for necessary equipment and supplies. 

Section 3. Criteria for consolidation and 

reorganization of counties ----pabi±e--heef'ing~o--tit~ In 

preparing its reeommeftdati-ofte ~LAN for county consolidation 

and reorganization, the e~beommi-tte~ COUNTY BOUNDARY 

COMMISSION shall consider and attempt to give 

equal weight to all of the following factors: 

tat1.!l_ 

tbt .L;!_l 

tetlll 

existing county boundaries; 

existing legislative districts; 

natural features such as the 

divide, major rivers and drainages, and other 

ridgelines: 

tdtill 

tetffi 

t£till 

tc;tffi 

transportation routes; 

population dist~ibution; 

market areas; 

natural resources; end 

approximately 

continental 

divides and 

thtill major industries, institutions, and other 

-4- HB 744 
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SECTION 4. PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF SERVICES WITHIN 

DISTRICTS. (1) THE COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION SHALL PREPARE 

A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING 

DISTRICTS OR IN§J:~J:lc~~-~ISTRICTS, EACH OF WHICH COMPRISES 

AT LEAST TWO ADJOINING COUNTIES: 

(A) DISTRICT 1: LEWIS AND CLAR~, BROADWATER, AND 

JEFFERSO_t-I____(:OU!;TIES; 

(B) DISTRICT 2: SILVER BOW, BEAVERHEAD, AND MADISON 

COUNTIES; 

J_D_ _ _gl!>T_R_!_C:'l'___ }:_ _ _QE_E:R __ "'O_DGE,__ -~B_J\NITE, AND POWELL 

COUNTIES; 

i[l_l_ DISTRICT 

COUNTIES; 

4: MISSOULA, MINERAL, AND RAVALLI 

(E) DISTRICT 5: FLATHEAD, LAKE, SANDERS, AND LINCOLN 

COUNTIES; 

(F) DISTRICT 6: TOOLE, GLACIER, TETON, AND PONDERA 

COUNTIES; 

(G) DISTRICT 7: HILL, LIBERTY, AND BLAINE COUNTIES; 

(H) DISTRICT 8: CASCADE AND CHOUTEAU COUNTIES; 

(I) DISTRICT 9: FERGUS, JUDITH BASIN, WHEATLAND, AND 

~ETROLEUM COU~IES ;_ 

1J) _ _ _QISTRICT 10; GALLATIN, ~EAGtf~g{ -~AR~~ SWEET 

Q_~ASS COUNTIES; 
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ill DISTRICT 11: YELLOWSTONE, BIG HORN, CAR~ON, 

STILLWATER, GOLDEN VALLEY, AND MUSSELSHELL COUNTIES; 

(L) DISTRICT 12: CUSTER, ROSEBUD, TREASURE, POWDER 

RIVER~_!ALLON, AND CARTER COUNTIES; 

(M) DISTRICT 13: DAWSON, RICHLAND, MCCONE, GARFIELD, 

PRAIRIE, AND WIBAUX COUNTIES; 

(N) DISTRICT. 1i: PliJ:.LLIP~~'-~--- VALLEY _ _,_ __ _l<OOSEVELT, 

SHERIDAN, AND DANIELS COUNTIES. 

(2) THE PLAN MUST PROVIDE FOR: 

~Q"SQLI_D_I'.'r_ION OF THE FOLLOW_l:tlc;__Q_FFJ:CES IN EACH 

DISTRICT: 

(I) SHERIFF; 

(II) CLERK OE:_HT_ll]<:~DISTRICT_COURT; 

(III) COUNTY ATTORNEY; 

iJ:.~ COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS; 

( V) COUNTY SUR\/E-;:o_R_; 

(VI) COUNTY TREASURER; 

i_\/_I_I_L CO!(()NER ; 

(VIII) PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR; 

i__[l<) COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER; 

(X) COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; 

LB)_ REVISION OF ANY JUDICIAL OISTRIC'rS DEFINED IN 

3-5-101 THAT DO NOT FALL WHOLLY WITHIN A DISTRICT DEFINED 
~--~------ ---- - --- --- --~--~-------------

UNDER THIS SECTION, WITH APPROPRIATE AL>JUSTMJ::N'l'S IN THt-_; 

NUMBEH_ OF JUDGES ASSIGNED TO EACH JUL)ICIAL DISTRICT UNDER 

-6- HB 744 
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3-5-102: AND 

(C) CONSOLIDATION OF THE OFFICES OF SCHOOL 

SUPERINTENDENTS FOR CONTIGUOUS SECOND- AND THIRD-CLASS 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

(3) (A) THE COMMISSION'S PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF 

SERVICES MUST DESIGNATE ONE COUNTY SEAT AS THE CENTRAL 

LOCATION FOR EACH OFFICE LISTED IN SUBSECTION (2)(A) AND, 

EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (3)(B), PROVIDE FOR A 

BRANCH OFFICE STAFFED BY ONE OR MORE DEPUTIES IN EACH OF THE 

OTHER COUNTIES IN THE DISTRICT. 

(B) THE PLAN MUST PROVIDE THAT, WHILE A DISTRICT COURT 

MAY BE HELD IN EACH COUNTY WITHIN A DISTRICT, EACH DISTRICT 

IS SERVED BY ONLY ONE CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT. 

(4) IF THE PLAN CALLS FOR CONSOLIDATION OF THE OFFICES 

OF SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS FOR TWO OR MORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

DISTRICTS, IT MUST INCLUDE A PROCEDURE BY WHICH THE TRUSTEES 

OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHALL SELECT THE SUPERINTENDENT AND 

DESIGN~TE A CONVENIENT LOCATION FOR THE CONSOLIDATED 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE. 

(5) THE COMMISSION'S PLAN 

SERVICES MAY NOT PROPOSE TO: 

(A) ALTER COUNTY BOUNDARIES: 

(B) RELOCATE A COUNTY SEAT: OR 

FOR CONSOLIDATION OF 

(C) CONSOLIDATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRig'S_,_ 

SECTION 5. PUBLIC HEARINGS. t~t Between July 1, 1987, 

-7- HB 744 
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and November 1, 1988, following an initial meeting in 

Helena, the ~neeommi~t~~ COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMI§Siq~ shall 

meet and in conjunction with its meeting hold a public 

hearing in AT LEAST each of the following cities: 

t"till Kalispelli 

tbtill Missoula; 

tetill Buttei 

tdtill Great Falls; 

tett'il Lewistown; 

tPt(6) BOZEMAN; 

tftt§iill Havre; 

t9t~ Sidney: 

thti!l12l Miles City; and 

t>ttcrt(lO) Billings. 

Section 6. Technical and clerical services. The 

executive director of the legislative council shall provide 

the technical staff and clerical services needed by the 

~tlbeommi~t~e COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSL?~ £er--~t~--~~ttrly--of 

county--eon3olidotion--ftne--r~or9aniza~ion. TO PREPARE THE 

PLANS REQUIRED BY SECTION 1. 

Section 7. S~~eet--of---3tttdy---POAN---eontin9~nt---on 

eon3t~ttttiona}---smen~ment. t%t---f£---the--eonstitttt±onei 

amendment--propo~ed-by-~~~-B~±±-Hoo-=:~-fb€-±63Tt-+~-spproved 

by-the-eiecterate-at-~h~-eieet±on-to-be-he%0-~n-No~ember--e, 

l988,--~H8--€9HN~¥-B9HN9AR¥-€9MMlSSf9N-SHAbb-SHBMf~-f~S~PbAN 

-8- HB 744 
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P9R-eeeN~¥-€9NS9b~BA~i9N--ANB--RE9RSANlHAT~SN--TS--the--5iet 

~egi~ieture--shai%--e~point-a-eo~nty-8o~~ea~y-eommi~sion-cnd 

direet-±t-to-eonsider-the-su~eommitteeis-reeommendation~--±n 

deveiop±n9---its---ptan---£o~---eetl~ty---eonsot±dat±on---end 

reor~anizat±on.-~H8-b86~SbATSRE-SHAbb-RB~8RN-~HE--PhAH--W±~H 

!~S--RE€SMMENBA~lSNS-WlTH~N-36-BA¥5-SP-5HBMIS5~8NT-WlTH~N-39 

BA¥S-THEREAP~BRT-~HE-€9MMl55f8N-SHAbb-PlbE--lTS--PlNAb--PbAH 

PSR---eeeN~¥---eSNSSblBATlSN--ANB--RESRSANlSA~lSN--WITH--THE 

SE€RETAR¥-SP-S~A~E,-ANB-l~-SHAbb-BE€6ME-bAWT 

t~t--££-t~e-eonstit~t±onat-amendment--proposed--Oy--=== 

B±i±--Ho.--~~--tb€-±63±7-is-not-pa~~ed-and-appreved-by-the 

ie9±s~at~re-or-is-not-approved--by--the--eieetorate--at--the 

13 eieetion--to-be-he\d-on-November-er-!9887 -the-subeomm±ttee~~ 

14 E9MMtSSY9H~S-reeomme"d~t~on~ DISPOSIT~ON OF PLANS. l!l_ THE 

15 COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT ITS PLAN FOR COUNTY 

16 CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE. 

17 THE LEGISLATURE SHALL RETURN THE P~AN WITH ITS 

18 RECOMMENDATIONS WITHIN 30 DAYS OF SUBMISSION. WITHIN 30 DAYS 

19 AFTER THE PLAN IS _RE1'URNED TO THE COMMISSION, IT must be 

20 distributed,--£ollowing-%egi~~at±ve-review, to the governing 

21 body of each affected county. The governing body of each 

22 affected county shall by resolution direct that the question 

23 of the proposed consolidation or reorganization be submitted 

24 to the qualified electors of the county at the next 

25 countywide election, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 
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2, for creation of new counties and consolidation of 

existing counties apply. 

(2) THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT ITS PLAN FOR 

CONSOLIDATION OF SERVICES TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE IN THE 

FORM OF BILLS DRAFTED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF ANO 

SPONSORED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. EACH 

BILL MUS'r PROVIDE FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF_I\_El'ECIFIC OFFICE; 

IN EACH OF THE 14 DISTRICTS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 4 OR OTHER 

DISTRICTS DEFINED BY THE COMMISSION. 

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS EFFECTIVE ON -------·- --·----- ----~-

PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

-End-

-10- HB 744 



50th Legislature HB 0744/05 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HOUSE BILL NO. 744 

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, FRITZ, J. BROWN, SALES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT APPROPRIATING MONEY '!'9 

'!'HB--bB8iSbA'!'iYB--€EIBN€fb--PEIR--AN--fN'!'ERfM--S'!'SBY-EIP-e96N'!'~ 

€8NSEibfBA'!'t8N--ANB--RBEIR8ANtBA'!'tEIN FOR A COUNTY BOUNDARY 

COMMISSION; AUTHORIZING AN---fN'l'ERfM---S6B€8MMl'!''!'EE THE 

COMMISSION TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR RBB6€fN6--'l'HE--NSMBER--EIP 

€86N'!'iB9--'!'8--38-·-EIR-··PEWER CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING 

COUNTIES AND A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES; SPECIFYING 

FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING 

COUNTIES; ANB PROVIDING FOR €EIN'!'INSEN'!' DISPOSITION OF THE 

S6B€EIMMi'!''l'EE~S--RE€EIMMENBA'!'iEINS COMMISSION'S PbAN PLANS; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

WHEREAS, it is widely acknowledged that the citizens 

and taxpayers of Montana are supporting more county 

governments than are necessary for efficient management of 

local affairs; and 

WHEREAS, twenty-eight counties were formed between 1910 

and 1925 without benefit of a comprehensive plan; and 

WHEREAS, the legislature is uniquely qualified to 

address the question of county consolidation and 

reorganization from a statewide perspective and to determine 

what factors ought to be considered in developing a 
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comprehensive plan for consolidation and reorganization; and 

WHEREAS, a study of factors relevant to a comprehensive 

plan for county consolidation and reorganization undertaken 

in the 1988-89 biennium will facilitate the legislative 

districting and apportionment required in 1990 by Article v, 

section 14, of the Montana Constitution; AND 

WHEREAS, IF THE VOTERS REJECT COUNTY CONSOLIDATION AND 

REORGANIZATION, AN ALTERNATIVE PLAN WILL BE NEEDED TO REDUCE 

THE EXPENSE OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT BY CONSOLIDATING SERVICES. 

THEREFORE, the legislature finds that a-s~~dy--e£ PbAN 

P6R--eotln~y--eo~~o%idat±on--and--reer9ani~ae±on-i~ PLANS FOR 

CONSOLIDATING COUNTY SERVICES AND FOR EVENTUAL CONSOLIDATION 

AND REORGANIZATION OF COUNTIES ARE of vital impcrtance to 

the social and economic well-being of the citizens of 

Montana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sttbeomm±~tee--to--settdy COUNTY BOUNDARY 

COMMISSION TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR county consolidation and 

reorganization AND A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES. (1) An 

±n~e~±m-~tlbeommittee-eon~±~t±ng-of-one-memb~~-oE-eaeh--pa~ty 

from-eae~-ho~~e-sha!l-be-eppoin~ed-e~-proY±ded-±n-5-5-~ii-to 

~repore-reeommen~etion~ A COMMISSION OF NINE CITIZ~NS OF _THE 

STATE_,___>JONE OF WHOM MAY BE PUBLIC OFFICIALS, SHALL BIC 

APPOINTED BY THE 1987 L8GISLATURE TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR 
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CONSOLIDA'l'ING AN() REORGANIZING EXISTING COUNTIES AND A PLAN 

FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES WITHIN DISTRICTS CONSISTING OF 

TWO OR MORE EXISTING COUNTIES. THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY 

LEADERS OF EACH HOUSE SHALL EACH DESIGNATE 'I'W9-e9MMISSI9NERS 

ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, AFTER 

CONFERRING TO ACHIEVE GEOGRAPHIC REPRESENTATION. WITHIN 20 

DAYS AFTER THEIR APPOINTMENT, THE EIGHT COMMISSIONERS SHALL 

SELECT THE NINTH MEMBER, WHO SHALL SERVE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 

COMMISSION. IF THE EIGHT MEMBERS FAIL TO SELECT THF _NINTH 

MEMBER WITHIN THE TIME PRESCRIBED, A MAJORITY OF THE SUPREME 

COURT SHALL SELECT HIM. 

(2) THE COMMISSION SHALL PREPARE A-PcAN THE FOLLOWING 

TWO PLANS: 

(A) A PLAN for consolida·ting and reorganizing existing 

counties in such a way as to reduce the number of counties 

to 39 45 or fewer, taking into consideration the factors 

listed in section 3. THE PLAN SHALL PROVIDE A SCHEDULE FOR 

AN ORDERLY TRANSITION FROM THE EXISTING TO THE PROPOSED 

COUNTIES. 

(B) A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES WITHIN THE 

DISTRICTS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 4. 

t~till The sabeommittee COMMISSION shall submit it~ 

reeomm.~nt!l!lt-i:ons PbAH BOTH' PLANS to the 51st legislature on 

or before the lOth legislative day of the 1989 regular 

ses·sion. 
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Section 2. Appropriation for ~ft~erim-st~~y--e£ county 

consolidation and reorganization PLAN. There is appropriated 

$h58'8 $:~97999 $50,000 f<am the general fund to the 

legislative council for the purpose of preparing the eo~nty 

eonseiidaeien--and--reorqaniza~ien-~t~dy-PbAN PLANS required 

by section 1. The legislative council shall use the money 

for the compensation and expenses of inte~im-s~beommi~e~~ 

COMMISSION members, for other expenses associated with 

public hearings, and for necessary equipment and supplies. 

Section 3. Criteria for consolidation and 

reorganization of counties ----p~b±ie--hearingeo--trt~ In 

preparing its ~~eemmendations ~ for county consolidation 

and reorganization, the sttbcemmi~t@e COUNTY BOUNDARY 

COMMISSION shall consider and attempt to give approximately 

equal weight to all of the following factors: 

tati!l existing county boundaries; 

thtlll existing legislative districts; 

feti!l natural features such as the 

divide, major rivers and drainages, and other 

ridgelines; 

tdtill 

tetill 

fftill 

f9till 

transportation routes; 

population- distribution; 

mar-ket areas; 

natural resources; 8nd 

fl>t1!l_ major industries, institutions, 

-4-
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SECTtON 4. PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF SERVICES WITHIN 

DISTRICTS. (1) THE COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION SHALL PREPARE 

A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING 

DISTRICTS OR IN SIMILAR DISTRICTS, EACH OF WHICH COMP~ISES 

AT LEAST TWO ADJOINING COUNTIES: 

(A) DISTRICT 1: LEWIS AND CLARK, BROADWATER, AND 

JEFFERSON COUNTIES; 

(B) DISTRICT 2: SILVER BOW, BEAVERHEAD, AND MADISON 

COUNTIES; 

(C) DISTRICT 3: DEER LODGE, GRANITE, AND POWELL 

COUNTIES; 

(D) DISTRICT 4 : MISSOULA, MINERAL, AND RAVALLI 

COUNTIES; 

(E) DISTRICT 5: FLATHEAD, LAKE, SANDERS, AND LINCOLN 

COUNTIES; 

(F) DISTRICT 6: TOOLE, GLACIER, TETON, AND PONDERA 

COUNTIES; 

(G) DISTRICT 7: HILL, LIBERTY, AND BLAINE COUNTIES; 

(H) DISTRICT 8: CASCADE AND CHOUTEAU COUNTIES; 

(I) DISTRICT 9: FERGUS, JUDITH BASIN, WHEATLAND, AND 

PETROLEUM COUNTIES; 

(J) DISTRICT 10: GALLATIN, MEAGHER, PARK, AND SWEET 

GRASS COUNTIES; 
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(K) DISTRICT 11: YELLOWSTONE, BIG HORN, CARBON, 

STILLWATER, GOLDEN VALLEY, AND MUSSELSHELL COUNTIES; 

(L) DISTRICT 12: CUSTER, ROSEBUD, TREASURE, POWDER 

RIVER, FALLON, AND CARTER COUNTIES; 

(M) DISTRICT 13: DAWSON, RICHLAND, MCCONE, GARFIELD, 

PRAIRIE, AND WIBAUX COUNTIES; 

(N) DISTRICT 14: PHILLIPS, VALLEY, ROOSEVELT, 

SHERIDAN, AND DANIELS COUNTIES. 

(2) THE PLAN MUST PROVIDE FOR: 

(A) CONSOLIDATION OF THE FOLLOWING OFFICES IN EACH 

DISTRICT: 

(I) SHERIFF; 

(II) CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT; 

(III) COUNTY ATTORNEY; 

(IV) COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS; 

IV) COUNTY SURVEYOR; 

(VI) COUNTY TREASURER; 

(VII ) CORONER; 

(VIII) PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR; 

(IX) COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER; 

(K) COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; 

(B) REVISION OF ANY JUDICIAL DISTRICTS DEFINED IN 

3-5-101 THAT DO NOT FALL WHOLLY WITHIN A DISTRICT DEFINED 

UNDER THIS SECTION, WITH APPROPRIATE ADJUSTMENTS IN THE 

NUMBER OF JUDGES ASSIGNED TO EACH JUDICIAL DISTRICT UNDER 
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3-5-102; AND 

(C) CONSOLIDATION OF THE OFFICES OF SCHOOL 

SUPERINTENDENTS FOR CONTIGUOUS SECOND- AND THIRD-CLASS 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

(3) (A) THE COMMISSION'S PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF 

SERVICES MUST DESIGNATE ONE COUNTY SEAT AS THE CENTRAL 

LOCATION FOR EACH OFFICE LISTED IN SUBSECTION (2)(A) AND, 

EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (3)(8), PROVIDE FOR A 

BRANCH OFFICE STAFFED BY ONE OR MORE DEPUTIES IN EACE OF THE 

OTHER COUNTIES IN THE DISTRICT. 

~THE PLAN MUST PROVIDE THAT, WHILE A DISTRICT .COURT 

MAY BE HELD IN EACH COUNTY WITHIN A DISTRICT, EACH DISTRICT 

IS SERVED BY ONLY ONE CLERK OF THE QISTRICT COURT. 

~ IF THE PLAN CALLS FOR CONSOLIDATION OF THE OFFICES 

OF SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS FOR TWO OR MORE BhBMEN~AR¥ SCHOOL 

DISTRICTS, IT MUST INCLUDE A PROCEDURE BY WHICH THE TRUSTEES 

OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHALL SELECT THE SUPERINTENDENT AND 

DESIGNATE A CONVENIENT LOCATION FOR THE CONSOLIDATED 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE. 

~) THE COMMISSION'S PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF 

SERVICES MAY NOT PROPOSE TO: 

(A) ALTER COUNTY BOUNDARIES; 

(B) RELOCATE A COUNTY SEAT; OR 

ill___SONSOLIDATE BbEMEN'!'~R¥ SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

SECTION 5, Plf~LIC HEARINGS~ t~t Between July 1, 1987, 
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and November 1, 1988, following an initial meeting in 

Helena, the ~ttbeommittee COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION shall 

meet and in conjunction with its meeting hold a public 

hearing in AT LEAST each of the following cities: 

tat ill Kalispell; 

tbtill Missoula; 

tetlli Butte; 

tdtill Great Falls; 

tetill Lewistown; 

tPt(6) BOZEMAN; 

tfti§±12l Havre; 

tgt~ Sidney; 

thti!ii21 Miles City; and 

tit±i.iL!.IU. Bi 11 i ngs. 

Section 6. Technical and clerical services. The 

executive director of the legislative council shall provide 

the technical staff and clerical services needed by the 

Stlbeomm~ttee COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISS~~ Eor--it5--study--o£ 

eotlnty--eoftsoiidat~on--and--reorqaft±zat~o~o TO PREPARE THE 

PLANS REQUIRED BY SECTION 1. 

Section 7. SEfect--of---~ttldy---PbAN---eontingent---on 

eonstitu~ional---amendmento tlt---££---the--eonstittltional 

emen~ment-proposed-~y-===-Biii-Noo-~-tO€-l63lf-i~-eppro~ed 

~y-the-eleetorate-at-the-eleetion-to-be-held-on-Nevembe~--e, 

±9BB 7- -'PHB- -€8!3N:!'¥:_BE!f3~BAR ¥-E9MM! SS!8N-SHII_£o!o-Sf3BM !~- ! 'PS- PbAN 
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P9R-e96N~¥-e9NS9bfBA~f9N--ANB--RB6R8ANfSA~f9N--~a--ehe--Slst 

iegislature--shai%--appoint-a-eo~nty-be~ndery-eommissien-end 

direet-it-te-eensider-the-s~beeM&ietee4s-reeemmendatien~--±n 

de~eloping---its---p%an---£er---ee~nty---eonse%idat±on---and 

reerg~n~~eeien~-~HE-bE8iSbA~6RE-SHAbb-RB~6RN-~HB--~bAN--Wf~H 

f~S--RBe9MMENBA~i9NS-Wf~HfN-39-BA¥S-9P-S6BMISSf9N7-Wl~HIN-39 

BA¥S-~HERBAP~BR,-~HB-e9MMISSf9N-SHAbb-PfbE--f~S--PfNAb--PbAN 

P9R---e96N~¥---e9NS9biBA~i9N--ANB--RB9R6ANfSA~f9N--WI~H--~HB 

SEeRE~AR¥-9P-S~A~B7-ANB-f~-SHAbb-BBB9ME-bAW~ 

tit--f£-the-eenst~tttt~onai-amendment--prepoeed--by--=== 

B~li--Ne~--====--tbB-i63if-is-not-passed-and-epproved-by-the 

iegiela~~re-or-ie-not-approved--by--the--eieetorate--at--the 

13 eieetion--to-be-heid-on-November-e,-i9887-the-e~bcomm±ttee4~ 

14 eaMMISSfBH~S-reeemm~ndat>ens DISPOSITION OF PLANS. (1) THE 

15 COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT ITS PLAN FOR COUNTY 

16 CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE. 

17 THE LEGISLATURE SHALL RETURN THE PLAN WITH ITS 

18 RECOMMENDATIONS WITHIN 30 DAYS OF SUBMISSION. WITHIN 30 DAYS 

19 AFTER THE PLAN IS RETURNED TO THE COMMISSION, IT must be 

20 distrlbuted7--Eoiiow~"~-ieg%siati~e-~ev~ew, to the governing 

21 body of ~ach affected county, The governing body of each 

22 affected county shall by resolution direct that the question 

23 of the proposed consolidation or reorganization be submitted 

24 to the qualified electors of the county at the next 

25 countywide election, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 
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2, for creation of new counties and consolidation of 

existing counties apply. 

(2) THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT ITS PLAN FOR 

CONSOLIDATION OF SERVICES TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE IN THE 

FORM OF BILLS DRAFTED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF AHB 

SP9NS9RBB--B¥--~HB-BHAfRMAH-aP-~HB-b66fSbA~fYE-e9HNBlb7-BAeH 

B£bb-MHS~-PR9YfBB-P9R-~HB-E9NS9bfBAPIBN-aP-A-SPBB£PtB-9PPfBB 

fH-BAeH-9P-~HB-l4-9IS~RIB~S-BBSBRfBBB-fN-SEe~t6N-4-aR--9~HBR 

BIS~Rie~S-BBPIHBB-B¥-~HB-e9MMISSf9N. 

SECTION B. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS EFFECTIVE ON 

PASSAGE AND APPROVAL, 

-End-
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