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LC 1632/01

INTRODUCED BY M%_gﬂ-&ﬁ

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT APPROPRIATING MONEY

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL POR AN INTERIM STUDY OF COUNTY
CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION; AUTHORIZING AN INTERIM
SUBCOMMITTEE TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR REDUCING THE NUMBER OF
COUNTIES TO 30 OR FEWER; SPECIFYING FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED
IN CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING COUNTIES; AND PROVIDING
FOR CONTINGENT DISPOSITION OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE'S

RECOMMENDATIONS."

WHEREAS, it is widely acknowledged that the citizens
and taxpayers of Montana are supporting more county
governments than are necessary for efficient management of
local affairs; and

WHEREAS, twenty-eight counties were formed between 1910
and 1925 without benefit of a comprehensive plan; and

WHEREAS, the legislature is wuniguely qualified to
address the question of county consolidation and
reorganization from a statewide perspective and to determine
what tactors ought to be considered in developing a
comprehensive plan for consolidation and recrganization; and

WHEREAS, a study of factors relevant to a comprehensive

plan for county consolidation and reorqanization wundertaken

AQO‘BJHB Legislative Council
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LC 1632/01

in the 1988-89 biennium will facilitate the legislative
districting and apportionment required in 1990 by Article V,
section 14, of the Montana Constitution.

THEREFORE, the legislature finds that a study of county
consolidation and reorganization 13 of vital importance to
the social and economic well~being of the citizens of

Montana.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Secticon 1. Subcommittee to study county consolidation
and reorganization. (1) An interim subcommittee consisting
of one member of each party from each house shall be
appointed as provided in 5-5-211 to prepare recommendations
for consolidating and reorganizing existing counties in such
a way as to reduce the number of counties toc 30 or fewer,
taking 1into consideration the factors listed in section 3.

{2) The subcommittee shall submit its recommendations
to the 51st legislature on or before the 10th legislative
day of the 1989 regular session.

Section 2. Appropriation for interim study of county
consolidation and reorganization. There is appropriated
$7,500 from the general fund to the legislative council for
the purpose of preparing the county consolidation and
reorganization study required by section 1. The leglslative

council shall use the money for the compensation and

-2 INTRODUCED BILL
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LC 1632/01

expenses of interim subcommittee members, for other expenses
associated with public hearings, and for necessary equipment
and supplies.

Section 3. Criteria for consolidation and
reorganization of counties -- public hearings. (1) In
preparing its recommendations for county consolidation and
reorganization, the subcommittee shall ccnsider and attempt
to glve approximately equal weight to all of the following
factors:

(a) existing county boundaries;

{b) existing legislative districts;

(c) natural features such as the continental divide,
major rivers and drainages, and other divides and
ridgelines;

{d) transportation routes;

{e) population distribution;

{f) market areas;

{g) natural rescources; and

(h) major industries, institutions, and other social
and economic resources.

(2) Between July 1, 1987, and November 1, 1988,
following an initial meeting in Helena, the subcommittee
shall meet and in conjunction with its meeting hold a public
hearing in each of the fallowing cities:

{a) Kalispell:
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{b) Missoula;

{(c) Butte;

(d} Great Falls;

(e} Lewistown;

(£} Havre;

(g) Sidney;

th} Miles City; and

(i) Billings.

Section 4, Technical and clerical services. The
executive director of the legislative council shall provide
the technical staff and clerical services needed by the
subcommittee for izs study of county consolidation and
recrganization.

Section 5. Effect of study contingent on
constitutional amendment. (1) I1E the canstitutional
amendment propesed by _ Bill No. [LC 1631] is approved
by the electorate at the election to be held on November B8,
1988, the 5l1st legislature shall appoint a county boundary
commission and direct it to consider the subcommittee's
recommendations in developing its plan for county
consclidation and recrganization.

{2) If the constitutional amendment proposed by
Bill No. [LC 1631] is not passed and approved by the

legislature or is not approved by the electorate at the

election to be held on November 8, 1988, the subcommittee's

-4-
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recommendations must be distributed, fcllowing legisliative
review, to the governing body of each affected county. The
governing body of each affected county shall by resolution
direct that the gquestion of the proposed consclidation or
recrganization be submitted to the qualified electors of the
county at the next countywide election, and the praovisions
of Title 7, chapter 2, for creation of new counties and
consolidation of existing counties apply.

-End-
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RE-REFERRED AND
APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON APPROPRIATIONS

AS AMENDED

HOUSE BILL NO. 744

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, FRITZ, J. BROWN, SALES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT APPROPRIATING MONEY %6
PHE--LBGIShAPIVE--COUNEEIEL~ -FOR-—-AN--INPHR¥M--5FPHUDY -OF -COUNTY

CONSOLIDATION—-AND--REORSANIZAPION FOR R COUNTY BOUNDARY

COMMISSION; AUTHORIZING AN---INFERIM---SUBEOMMITYEE THE
COMMISSION TC PREPARE A PLAN FOR REBUEING—-FHE--NUBMBER--OF

SOUNPIES--F6--30--OR~-PEWER CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING

COUNTIES AND A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES; SPECIFYING

FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING
COUNTIES; ANB PROVIDIKRG FOR E€ONTINGENF DISPOSITION OF THE

SUBCOMMEIFPPRELS——RECOMMENDATIONS COMMISSION'S PEAN PLANS; AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

WHEREAS, it is widely acknowledged that the citizens
and taxpayers of Montana are supporting more county
governments than are necessary for efficient management of
local affairs; and

WHEREAS, twenty-eight counties were Formed between 1910
and 1925 without benefit of a comprehensive plan; and

WHEREAS, the legislature is uniquely gqualified to
address the question of county consolidation and
reorganization from a statewide perspective and to determine

what factars ought to be considered in developing a
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comprehensive plan for consolidation and reorganization; and

WHEREAS, a study of factors relevant to a comprehensive
plan for county consolidation and reorganization undertaken
in the 1988-8% biennium will facilitate the legislative
districting and apportionment required in 1980 by Article V,
section 14, of the Montana Constitution; AND

WHEREAS, IF THE VOTERS REJECT COUNTY CONSOLIDATION AND

REORGANIZATION, AN ALTERNATIVE PLAN WILL BE NEEDED TO REDUCE

THE EXPENSE OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT BY CONSOLIDATING SERVICES.

THEREFORE, the legislature finds that a-study--of PBbAN
FOR--county--conscitrdation--and--reorgantzation-ts PLANS FOR

CONSQLIDATING COUNTY SERVICES AND FOR EVENTUAL CONSOLIDATION

AND REORGANIZATION OF COUNTIES ARE of wvital importance to

the social and economic well-being of the citizens of

Montana.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Subecemmitetes-—-to--study COUNTY BOUNDARY

COMMISSION TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR county conscolidation and

reorganization AND A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES., (1) An

interim-subcommittee-consisting-of-one-member-of-ecach——party
from-each-house—shaii-be-appointed-as-provided-in-5-5-2311-to

prepare-recommendacions A COMMISSION OF NINE CITIZENS OF THE

STATE, KOKE OF WHOM MAY BE PUBLIC OFFICIALS, SHALL BE

APPOINTED BY THE 1987 LEGISLATURE TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR

-2- HB 744
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CONSQOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING EXISTING COUNTIES AND A PLAN

FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES WITHIN DISTRICTS CONSISTING OF

TWO ©OR MORE EXISTING COUNTIES. THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY

LEADERS OF EACH HOUSE SHALL EACH DESIGNATE FWO-COMMISSIONERS

ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, AFTER

CONFERRING TC ACHIEVE GEOGRAPHIC REPRESENTATION. WITHIN 24

DAYS AFTER THEIR APPOINTMENT, THE EIGHT COMMISSIONERS SHALL

SELECT THE NINTH MEMBER, WHO SHALL SERVE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE

COMMISSION. TF THE EIGHT MEMBERS FAIL TO SELECT THE NINTH

MEMBER WITHIN THE TIME PRESCRIBED, A MAJORITY OF THE SUPREME

COURT SHALL SELECT HIM.

{2) THE COMMISSION SHALL PREPARE A-PLAN THE FQLLOWING

TWO PLANS:

(A) A PLAN for consolidating and recorganizing existing
counties in such a way as to reduce the number of counties
to 38 45 or fewer, taking into consideration the factors

listed in section 3. THE PLAN SHALL PROVIDE A SCHEDULE FOR

AN ORDERLY TRANSITION FROM THE EXISTING TQ THE PROPOSED

COUNTIES.

(B) A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES WITHIN THE

DISTRICTS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 4.

t2¥(3) The subcommittee COMMISSION shall submit ies

recommendations PEAN BOTH PLANS to the 5lst legislature on

or before the 10th legislative day of the 1983 regular

session.

-3- HB 744
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Section 2. Appropriation for interim-study--of county
consolidation and reorganization PLAN. There is appropriated

$37509 530,688 $50,000 from the general £Eund to the

legislative council for the purpose of preparing the eeunty
econsstidation--and--reorganization-study-PbAN PLANS required
by section 1. The legislative council shall wuse the money
for the compensation and expenses of ineerim-subcomm:ittee
COMMISSION members, for other expenses associated with
public hearings, and for necessary equipment and supplies.

Section 3. Criteria for consolidation and
recrganization ©f counties -—----publiie--hearingss--{xy. In
preparing its recommendatisns PLAN for county consolidation

and reorganization, the subcommittee COUNTY BOUNDARY

COMMISSION shall consider and attempt to give approximately
equal weight to all of the following factors:

ta¥(l} existing county boundaries;

tb¥(2) existing legislative districts;

te¥(3) naturail features such as the continental
divide, major rivers and drainages, and other divides and
ridgelines;

td¥{4) transportation routes;

te}(5) population distribution;

t£3(6) market areas;

t9¥(7) nrnatural resources; and

th¥(8) major industries, institutions, and other

-4- HB 744
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social and economic resourcess; AND

+I¥(9) TAXABLE VALUATION.

SECTION 4. PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF SERVICES WITHIN

DISTRICTS. (1) THE COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION SHALL PREPARE

A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING

DISTRICTS OR IN SIMILAR DISTRICIS, EACH OF WHICH COMPRISES

AT LEAST TWO ADJOINING COQUNTIES:

(A) DISTRICT 1: LEWIS AND CLARK, BROADWATER, AND

JEFFERSON COUNTIES;

(B) DISTRICT 2: SILVER BOW, BEAVERHEAD, AND MADISON

COUNTIES;

(C) DISTRICT 3: DEER LODGE, GRANITE, AND POWELL

COUNTIES;

(D) DISTRICT 4: MISSOULA, MINERAL, AND RAVALLI

COUNTIES;

(E) DISTRICT 5: FLATHEAD, LAKE, SANDERS, AND LINCOLN

COUNTIES;

(F) DISTRICT 6: TOOLE, GLACIER, TETON, AND PONDERA

COUNTIES;

{G) DISTRICT 7: HILL, LIBERTY, AND BLAINE COUNTIES;

{H) DISTRICT 8: CASCADE AND CHOUTEAU COUNTIES;

(I) DISTRICT 9: FERGUS, JUDITH BASIN, WHEATLAND, AND

PETROLEUM COUNTIES;

(J) DISTRICT 10: GALLATIN, MEACHER, PARK, AND SWEET

GRASS COUNTIES;

-5- HB 744
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(K} DISTRICT 11: YELLOWSTONE, BIG HORN, CARBON,

STILLWATER, GOLDEN VALLEY, AND MUSSELSHELL COUNTIES;

(L) DISTRICT 12: CUSTER, ROSEBUD, TREASURE, POWDER

RIVER, FALLON, AND CARTER COUNTIES;

{M) DISTRICT 13: DAWSON, RICHLAND, MCCONE, GARFIELD,

PRAIRIE, AND WIBAUX COUNTIES;

(N) DISTRICT  14: PHILLIPS, VALLEY, _ ROOSEVELT,

SHERIDAN, AND DANIELS COUNTIES.

[2) THE PLAN MUST PROVIDE FOR:

(A) CONSOLIDATION OF THE FOLLOWING OFFICES IN EACH

DISTRICT:

(1) SHERIFF;
(II) CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT:

(III) COUNTY ATTORNEY;

{IV) COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS;

(V) COUNTY SURVEYOR:

{VI) COUNTY TREASURER;

(V1I) CORONER;

{VITI) PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR;

(IX) COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER;

(X) COUNTY COMMISSIONERS;

(B) REVISION OF ANY JUDICIAL DISTRICTS DEFINED IN

3-5-101 THAT DO_ NOT FALL WHOLLY WITHIN A DISTRICT DEFINED

UNDER THIS SECTION, WITH APPROPRIATE ADJUSTMENTS I[N THE

NUMBER OF JUDGES ASSIGNED TO FACH JUDICIAL DISTRICT UNDER

—-6- HB 744
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3-5-102; AND

(€} CONSOLIDATION oF THE OFFICES OF SCHOOL

SUPERINTENDENTS FOR CONTIGUQUS SECOND- AND THIRD-CLASS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

(3) (A) THE COMMISSION'S PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF

SERVICES MUST DESIGNATE ONE COUNTY SEAT AS THE CENTRAL

LOCATION FOR EACH OFFICE LISTED IN SUBSECTION (2)(A) AND,

EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (3){(B), PROVIDE FOR A

BRANCH CFFICE STAFFED BY ONE OR MORE DEPUTIES IN EACH QF THE

OTHER COUNTIES IN THE DISTRICT.

(B) THE PLAN MUST PROVIDE THAT, WHILE A DISTRICT COURT

MAY BE HELD IN EACH COUNTY WITHIN A DISTRICT, EACH DISTRICT

IS SERVED BY ONLY ONE CLERK OF THE DISTRICT CQURT.

{4) IF THE PLAN CALLS FOR CONSOLIDATION OF THE OFFICES

OF SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS FOR TWO OR MORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

DISTRICTS, IT MUST INCLUDE A PROCEDURE BY WHICH THE TRUSTEES

OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHALL SELECT THE SUPERINTENDENT AND

DESIGNATE A CONVENIENT LOCATION FOR THE CONSOLIDATED

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE.

{5) THE COMMISSION'S PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF

SERVICES MAY NOT PROPOSE TO:

(A} ALTER COUNTY BOUNDARIES;

(B) RELOCATE A COUNTY SEAT; OR

(C) CONSQLIDATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

SECTION 5. PUBLIC HEARINGS. {24 Between July 1, 1987,

-7- HB 744
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and November 1, 1988, following an initial meeting in

Helena, the anbesmmittes COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION shall

meet and in conjunction with its meeting hold a public
hearing in AT LEAST each of the following cities:

ta¥(l) Kalispell;

thb¥{2) Missoula:

te¥{3) Butte;

t4¥{4) Great Falls:

{e¥{5) Lewistown:

tP3(6) BOZEMAN;

t£5t84(7) Havre;

tgytHy(B) Sidney;

th1{¥3(9) Miles City: and

++¥¢t3+(10) Billings.

Section 6. Technical and clerical services., The

executive director of the legislative council shall provide
the technical staff and clerical services needed by the

subcommittes COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION feor--tts--stndy--of

county--conactidation--and--reorganizatien: TO PREPARE THE

PLANS REQUIRED BY SECTJON 1.

Section 7. Effeet—-of---study---FPLAN---contingent---on
eonstituritonat--—amendment< tx}---Ff---the--constitutionatl
amendment -proposed-by-----Bit}-Nas-----{be-¥631}1-ia-appreved
by-the-electerate-at-the-eiection-to-be-hetd-on-Nevember--87

19887 --FHE--COHNPY -BOUNDARY -COMMISSION -SHAbLb-SUBMI¥-£¥S-PhAN

-B- HB 744
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FPOR-EBUNTY -CONSOBIBATION-—~AND--REOREANIEATION-—-¥8-—-the~-—5Siat

Iegisiature-—-shati--appeint-a-county-boundary-commisston-and
direct-tt-to-consider-the-subcommittee's-recommendations--in
developing--—itea-—-pltan---for---county---consotidatiron---and

reorganizations~PHE-BEGISHATURE-SHABL-REPURN-PHE--PLAN--WEPH

IP5--RECOMMENDATIONS-WEPHIN-3G-BAYS-OP-SUBMISSIONs-WITHIN-34

BA¥S-PHEREAPFERy -THE-COMMISS51ON-SHABB-PILE--IPS--FINAK--PLAR

FER---COUNTY¥—---€ENSOLIBATION--ANB--REGRGANIZATION--WITH--FHE

SEEREPARY-OF-STATE; -ANB-1¥-SHALL-BECOME-bAW <+

t23--3f-the-eonstitutionat-amendment--proposed--by-----
B4ii--Nos-—-—-----th€-1631}-ts-not-passed-and-approved-by-the
iegisiature~ar—i:-nct-approved—ﬂby—vghe——cicctorate——at—vthe
etection-~ta-be-hejd-on-November-87-33887-the-sgbeommitteels

EBMMESSION'S5-recommendations DISPOSITION OF PLANS. (1) THE

COUNTY EOUNDARY COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT ITS PLAN FOR COUNTY

CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE.

THE LEGISLATURE SHALL RETURN THE BLAN WITH ITS

RECOMMENDATIONS WITHIN 30 DAYS OF SUBMISSION. WITHIN 30 DAYS

AFTER THE PLAN IS RETURNED TO THE COMMISSION, IT must be

Gistributedy--fellowing-ltegtstative-reviews to the governing
body of each affected county. The ‘governing body of each
affected county shall by resolution direct that the question
of the proposed consolidation or reorganization be submitted
trc the qualified electors of the county at the next

countywide election, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter

-8- HB 744
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2, for creation of new counties and consolidation of
existing counties apply.

(2) THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT ITS PLAN FOR

CONSOLIDATION OF SERVICES TO THE 53ST LEGISLATURE IN THE

FORM OF BILLS DRAFTED BY LEGISLATIVE CQUNCIL STAFF AND

SPONSCRED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. EACH

BILL MUST PROVIDE FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF A SPECIFIC OFFICE

IN EACH OF THE 14 DISTRICTS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 4 OR OTHER

DISTRICTS CEFINED BY THE COMMISSION.

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. THIS ACT IS EFFECTIVE ON

PASSAGE AND APPROVAL.

-End-

-10- HB 744
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HOUSE BILL NO. 744

INTRODUCED BY RAMIREZ, FRITZ, J. BROWN, SALES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT APPROPRIATING MONEY 96
FHE~-EEGESLAPEIVE--E€0UNCIb--FOR--AN--iNPERIM--SFHDY-OF-COUNPY

E€ONSOLIBATION--AND--REGRGANIBATIGN FOR A COUNTY BOUNDARY

COMMISSION; AUTHORIZING AN---INPERIM--~-SUBEOMMIYPEE THE
COMMISSION TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR REBHEING--FTHE--NBMBER--OF

EOUNTIES--PO~--30--OR--PEWER CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZ2ING

CQUNTIES AND A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES; SPECIFYING

FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN CONSOLIDATING AND REOCRGANIZING
COUNTIES; ANP PROVIDING FOR EONTINGEN¥ DISFOSITION OF THE

SUBEOMMITPPER+S~~REEOMMENDATIONS COMMISSION'S PBAN PLANS; AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

WHEREAS, it is widely acknowledged that the «citizens

and taxpayers of Meontana are supporting more county

governments than are necessary for efficient management of
local affairs: and
WHEREAS, twenty-eight counties were formed between 1910
and 1925 without benefit of a comprehensive plan; and
WHEREAS, the legislature is uniquely qualified@ to
address the question of county consolidation and
recrganization from a statewide perspective and to determine

what factors ought to be considered in developing a

fé}_a}tana Lagisiative Councid
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comprehensive plan for consolidation and reorganization; and

WHEREAS, a study of factors relevant to a comprehensive
plan for county consolidation and reorganization undertaken
in the 1988-89 biennium will facilitate the legislative
districting and apportionment required in 1990 by Article v,
section 14, of the Montana Constitution; AND

WHEREAS, IF THE VOTERS REJECT COUNTY CONSOLIDATION AND

REORGANIZATION, AN ALTERNATIVE PLAN WILL BE NEEDED TO REDUCE

THE EXPENSE OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT BY COMSOLIDATING SERVICES.

THEREFORE, the legislature finds that a-stuady--of FPbAN

POR—-county-—econsstidation--and--resrganizatien—-is PLANS FOR

CONSOLIDATING COUNTY SERVICES AND FOR EVENTUAL CONSQOLIDATION

AND REORGANIZATION OF COUNTIES ARE of wvital importance to

the soclal and economic well-being of the <citizens of

Montana.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Subcommittee--to--study COUNTY BOUNDARY

COMMISSION TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR county consolidation and

reorganization AND A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES. (1) An

tnterim-subcommittee-consisting-of -one-member-cf-each--partcy
from-each-house-shati-be-appointed-as-provided-in-5-5-2ii-te

prepare-recommendations A COMMISSION OF NINE CITIZENS OF THE

STATE, NONE OF WHOM MAY BE PUBLIC OFFICIALS, SHALL BE

APPOINTED BY THE 1987 LEGISLATURE TO PREPARE A PLAN FOR

-2~ HB 744
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CONSOLIDATING AND REORGANIZING EXISTING COUNTIES AND A PLAN

FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES WITHIN DISTRICTS CONSISTING OF

TWCO OR MORE EXISTING COUNTIES, THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY

LEADERS OF EACH HOUSE SHALL EACH DESIGNATE $Wo-COMMISSEONERS

ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, AFTER

CONFERRING TQ ACHIEVE GEOGRAPHIC REPRESENTATION. WITHIN 20

DAYS AFTER THEIR APPOINTMENT, THE EIGHT COMMISSIONERS SHALL

SELECT THE NINTH MEMBER, WHO SHALL SERVE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE

COMMISSION. IF THE EIGHT MEMBERS FAIL TO SELECT THF NINTH

MEMBER WITHIN THE TIME PRESCRIBED, & MAJORITY OF THE SUPREME

COURT SHALL SELECT HIHM.

{2) THE COMMISSION SHALL PREPARE A-FBAN THE FOLLOWING

TWC PLANS:

{A) A PLAN for consclidating and reorganizing existing
counties in such a way as to reduce the number of counties
to 38 45 or fewer, taking into consideration the factors

listed in section 3. THE PLAN SHALL PROVIDE A SCHEDULE FOR

AN ORDERLY TRANSITION FROM THE EXISTING TO THE PROPQSED

COUNTIES.

(B) A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES WITHIN THE

DISTRICTS DESCRIBED IN SECTICN 4.

+2¥{3) The subcommittee COMMISSION shall submit its
récommendationa PHAN BOTH PLANS to the 51st legislature on
or before the 10th legislative day of the 1989 regular

session.

-3- HB 744
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Section 2. Appropriation for imeersim-study--af county
consolidation and recrganization PLAN., There is appropriated
577560 $3976006 $50,000 from the general fund to the
legislative council for the purpose of preparing the county
consotidatien--and--reorganizatien-study-PbAN PLANS required
by section 1. The legislative council shall use the money
for the compensation and expenses of interim-subcommittee
COMMISSION members, for other expenses associated with
public hearings, and for necessary equipment and supplies.

Section 3. Criteria for consolidation and
reorganization of counties ----pubiic--hearings---{i). In
preparing its reecemmendations PLAN for county conscolidation

and reorganization, the anbeommitteas COUNTY BOUNDARY

COMMISSION shdll consider and attempt to give approximately
equal weight to all of the following factors:

tay{l} existing county boundaries;

tb¥(2) existing legiglative districts;

te¥(3) natural features such as the continental
divide, major rivers and drainages, and other divides and
ridgelines;

td¥(4) transportation routes;

ter{5) population distribution:

¢€¥(6) market areas;

tg9¥(7) natural resources; and

th¥(8) major industries, institutions, and other
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social and economic resourcessy; AND

+£3(9) TAXABLE VALUATION.

SECTICON 4. PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION QOF SERVICES WITHIN

DISTRICTS. (1) THE COUNTY BOQUNDARY COMMISSION SHALL PREPARE

A PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATING SERVICES IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING

DISTRICTS OR IN SIMILAR DISTRICTS, EACH OF WHICH COMPRISES

AT LEAST TWO ADJOINING COUNTIES:

(A) DISTRICT 1l: LEWIS AND CLARK, EBROADWATER, AND

JEFFERSGN COUNTIES;

{B) DISTRICT 2: SILVER BOW, BEAVERHEAD, AND MADISON

COUNTIES:;

{€C) DISTRICT 3: DEER LODGE, GRANITE, AND POWELL

COUNTIES;

(D) DISTRICT 4: MISSOULA, MINERAL, AND RAVALLI

COUNTIES;

{F) DISTRICT 5:; FLATHEAD, LAKE, SANDERS, AND LINCOLN

COUNTIES;

(F) DISTRICT &: TOOLE, CGLACIER, TETON, AND PONDERA

COUNTIES;

(G} DISTRICT 7: HILL, LIBERTY, AND BLAINE COUMTIES;

{H) DISTRICT 8: CASCADE AND CHOUTEAU COUNTIES;

{I) DISTRICT 9: FERGUS, JUDITH BASIN, WHEATLAND, AND

PETROLEUM CCUNTIES;

{J) DISTRICT 10: GALLATIN, MEAGCHER, PARK, AND SWEET

GRASS COUNTIES;
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{(K) DISTRICT 1l: YELLOWSTONE, BIG _HORN, CARBON,

STILLWATER, GOLDEN VALLEY, AND MUSSELSHELL COUNTIES;

(L) DISTRICT 12: CUSTER, ROSEBUD, TREASURE, POWDER

RIVER, FALLON, AND CARTER COUNTIES;

(M) DISTRICT 13: DAWSON, RICHLAND, MCCONE, GARFIELD,

PRAIRIE, AND WIBAUX COUNTIES;

{N)}) DISTRICT 14: PHILLIPS, VALLEY, ROOSEVELT,

SHERIDAN, AND DANIELS COUNTIES.

{2) THE PLAN MUST FROVIDE FOR:

{A) CONSQLIDATION OF THE FOLLOWING OFFICES IN EACH

DISTRICT:

{Y) SHERIFF;
(I1) CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT;

(III} COUNTY ATTORNEY;

(IV) COUNTY SUPBERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS;

(V) COUNTY SURVEYOR:

(VI) COUNTY TREASURER;

(VIY) CORONER;
{VIII) PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR;

{IX) COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER;

{X) COUNTY COMMISSIONERS;

{B) REVISION OF ANY JUDICIAL DISTRICTS DEFINED IN

3-5-101 THAT DO NOT FALL WHOLLY WITHIN A DISTRICT DEFINED

UNDER THIS SECTION, WITH APPROPRIATE ADJUSTMENTS 1IN THE

NOMBER OF JUDGES ASSIGNED TO EACH JUDICTIA!L DISTRICT UNDER

-6- HB 744
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3-5-102; AND

(C) CONSOLIDATION GOF THE GFFICES OF SCHOOL

SUPERINTENDENTS FOR CONTIGUQUS SECOND- AND THIRD-CLASS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

(3) {(A) THE COMMISSION'S PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF

SERVICES MUST DESIGNATE OME COUNTY SEAT AS THE CENTRAL

LOCATION FOR EACH OFFICE LISTED IN SUBSECTION (2)(A) AND,

EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN_SUBSECTION (3){(B}, PROVIDE FOR A

BRANCH OFFICE STAFFED BY ONE OR MORE DEPUTIES IN EACH JF THE

OTHER COUNTIES IN THE DISTRICT.

(B} THE PLAN MUST PROVIDE THAT, WHILE A DISTRICT COURT

MAY BE HELD IN EACH COUNTY WITHIN A DISTRICT, EACH DISTRICT

IS SERVED BY ONLY ONE CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT,

(4) IF THE PLAN CALLS FOR CONSOLIDATION QF THE OFFICES

OF _SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS FOR TWO OR_MORE RLEMENTARY SCHOOL

DISTRICTS, IT MUST INCLUDE A PROCEDURE BY WHICH THE TRUSTEES

OF THE SCHQOL DISTRICTS SHALL SELECT THE SUPERINTENDENT AND

DESIGNATE A CONVENTENT TLOCATION FOR THE CONSQOLIDATED

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE.

{5) THE COMMISSION'S PLAN FOR CONSOLIDATION OF

SERVICES MAY NOT PROPOSE TO:

(A) ALTER COUNTY BOQUNDARIES;

(B) RELOCATE A COUNTY SEAT; OR

(C) CONSOLIDATE EEEMENPARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

SECTION 5. PUBLIC HEARINGS. t2+ Between July 1, 1987,
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and November 1, 1988, following an initial meeting in

Helena, the subcemmittee COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION shall

meet and in conjunction with its meeting hold a public
hearing in AT LEAST each of the following cities:

tay(l) Kalispell;

tb3(2) Missoula;

te$(3) Butte;

t43(4) Great Falls;

te}y(5) Lewistown;

{P3(6) BOZEMAN;

t£3163(7) Havre;

tg¥tH}(8) Sidney;

thyt¥y(9) Miles City:; and

+$3£34(10) Billings.

Section 6. Technical and clerical services. The
executive direetor of the legislative council shall provide
the technical staff and clerical services needed by the

subeommittes COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION for--its--study--of

county--conrseiidatien--and--recrganizariens TO PREPARE THE

PLANS REQUIRED BY SECTION 1.

Section 7. Hffeck--of-—-study-—--PLAN---contingent-—-on
conatituetonal---amendments t1y-———f£---the--conat:itntional

amendment—proposed-by-———- Biii-Ros--——-—— fpe-2631}-ts-approved

by-the-electorate—at-the-etection-to-be-held-on-Nevember--8+
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POR-COUNTP¥-CONSOBEPATION-—AND--RFEORBANIZATION--Fo~--the--5iat

tegtatature--shaii--appoint-a-county-boundary-commisston-and
direct-it-to-canstder-the-subeommibtteats-recommendations--in
deveioping-—--ites--—-piran---fey---esunty---econssitdatien---and

reorganizetion - FHE-BEEGEXSEATURE-SHALL—RETURN-PHE--PLAN--WI?H

FPS--RECOMMENBAFFONS-WEPHIN-30-BA¥S5-6F-SEBMISSION-~WEPHIN-30

BA¥S-YHEREAFPFPER; -PHE-COMMISSFON-SHAERL-PIhR~—+PS~-PINAL--PHAN

FPOR——-COUNTY - -ECOHSORIDATIEN--AND--REORGANI EAFION--WEITH--PHE

SEERETARY-OP-SPATEy~AKE-IF-SHABb-BEEGME-LAWS

t23--ff-the-censcitutionai-anendment—-proposed--by---—-
Btti-~Noz-~————--{b@-1631}-{s-not-passed-and-approved-by-the
isgistatrure-or-is-not-approved--by--the--electorate~--at--the
eieection--to-be-heid-on-Nevember-87-1988;-the-subcommiteesats

COMMESSEBNLS-recommendatrons DISPOSITION OF PLANS. (1) THE

COUNTY BOUNDARY COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT ITS PLAN FOR COUNTY

CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION TO THE 5157 LEGISLATURE.

THE LEGISLATURE SHALL RETURN THE PLAN WITH ITS

RECOMMENDATIONS WITHIN 30 DAYS OF SUBMISSION. WITHIN 30 DAYS

AFTER THE PLAN IS RETURNED TO THE COMMISSICN, IT must be

distributedr--fotritowing-tegistative-reviews to the governing
body of mach affected county., The governing body of each
affected county shall by resolution direct that the gquestion
of the propesed consolidation or reorganization be submitted
to the qualified electors of the county at the next

countywide election, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter
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2, for creation of new counties and consolidation of

existing counties apply.

{2) THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT ITS PLAN FOR

CONSOLIDATION OF SERVICES TO THE 51ST LEGISLATURE IN THE

FORM OF BILLS DRAFTED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF ANP

SPONSORED--B¥~-PHE-CHATRMAN-OP-PHE~EESISLAPIVE-COUNCTIL S —ERCH

BIEE-MHSP-PROVIDE-FOR-PHE-EONSOLIDAPION-OF-A-SPECIFIC-OPPICE

IN-EAEH-OP-PHE-14-DISPRIC¥S-BESERIBED-IN-SECPION-4-OR--OFTHER

DISPRIEFS-BEFINED-BY¥~FHE-COMMEISSION.

SECTIQON 8. EFFECTIVE DATE, THIS ACT IS EFFECTIVE ON

PASSAGE AND APPROVAL,

-End-
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