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HOUSE BILL NO. 721 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, VINCENT, SEVERSON, SWYSGOOD, NISBET, 
WINSLOW, VANVALKENBURG, B. BROWN, ADDY, EUDAILY, CAMPBELL, 

MILLER, FRITZ, HOLLIDAY 

FEBRUARY 12, 1987 

FEBRUARY 16, 1987 

FEBRUARY 19, 1987 

FEBRUARY 20, 1987 

FEBRUARY 21, 1987 

FEBRUARY 23, 1987 

FEBRUARY 24, 1987 

FEBRUARY 25, 1987 

MARCH 2, 1987 

MARCH 16, 1987 

MARCH 19, 1987 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

ON MOTION BY CHIEF SPONSOR, 
REPRESENTATIVES ADDY, EUDAILY, 
CAMPBELL, MILLER, FRITZ, AND 
HOLLIDAY ADDED AS SPONSORS. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
FOR THE DAY. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 70: NOES, 26. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
FOR THE DAY. 



MARCH 19, 1987 

MARCH 26, 1987 

MARCH 30, 1987 

APRIL 8, 1987 

APRIL 10, 1987 

APRIL 20, 1987 

APRIL 21, 1987 

ON MOTION, TAKEN FROM SECOND READING 
AND REREFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN AS 
AMENDED. 

ON MOTION, RULES SUSPENDED TO PLACE 
BILL ON THIRD READING THIS DAY. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 31; NOES, 19. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS NOT 
CONCURRED IN. 

ON MOTION, FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REQUESTED AND APPOINTED. 

IN THE SENATE 

ON MOTION, FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REQUESTED AND APPOINTED. 

IN THE HOUSE 

FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTED. 

SECOND READING, FREE CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE REPORT REJECTED. 

ON MOTION, FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
NO. 2 REQUESTED AND APPOINTED. 

FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE NO. 2 REPORTED. 

SECOND READING, FREE CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE NO. 2 REPORT ADOPTED. 



APRIL 21, 1987 

APRIL 22, 1987 

APRIL 23, 1987 

\ 

IN THE SENATE 

ON MOTION, FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
NO. 2 REQUESTED AND APPOINTED. 

FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
NO. 2 REPORT ADOPTED. 
AYES, 31; NOES, 29. 

IN THE HOUSE 

THIRD READING, FREE CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE NO. 2 REPORT ADOPTED. 
AYES, 72; NOES, 28. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

INTRO_DUCED BY ~Q YlJi:;tS(:· ~ ~ bu~. ,d.( 
~~If I 1.. 'k>J I - '- dU 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS FOR 60 LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

IN ODD-NUMBERED YEARS AND FOR 45 LEGISLATIVE DAYS IN 

EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS; TO PROVIDE LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS 

THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN EACH SESSION; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article V, section 6, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

11 Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall meet--eaeh 

odd-n~mbered--yeer--t"--reg~iar--~eseion-o£-no~-more-than-99 

legislaeive-days be a continuous body for 2-year periods, 

beginning when the newly elected members take office as may 

be determined by the legislature. The legislature shall meet 

once a year in regular session of not more than 60 

legislative days in odd-numbered years and not more than 45 

legislative days in even-numbered years. The session in 

even-numbered years must be limited to consideration of 

general legislation not relati~g to revenue or 

~•n• <og<"""• c~~u 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2-1 

LC 0582/01 

appropriations, except that legislation relating to revenue 

or appropriations may be considered if approved for 

introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of the 

legislature. The session in odd-numbered years must be 

limited to consideration of legislation relating to revenue 

or appropriations, except that legislation not relating to 

revenue or appropriations may be considered if approved for 

introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of the 

legislature. Any legislature may increase the limit on the 

length of any subsequent session. The legislature may be 

convened in special sessions by the governor or at the 

written request of a majority of the members. 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved 

by the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1, 

1989. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of Montana 

at the general election to be held November 8, 1988, by 

printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

D FOR requiring the legislature to meet in annual 

sessions. 

[]AGAINST requiring the legislature to meet in annual 

sesst . .Jns. 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
+t ./3 - 7 ;;J. I 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
For.m BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB721 , as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
This bill proposes amending the Montana Constitution to provide for annual legislative sessions of not more than 
60 days in odd-numbered years and not more than 45 days in even-numbered years. The 60-day sessions would be 
restricted to consideration of appropriation and revenue bills. The 45-day sessions would be restricted to bills 
other than revenue and appropriation bills. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The average daily cost of operating the House and Senate which in session would not change overall from 

current law. The number of bills would remain the same. Fewer bills would be printed and introduced. the 
first year shifting some costs to the second year. 

2. Pre-session and post-session costs would remain approximately the same as are currently experienced for one 
session. 

3. The current authorization of up to four round trips a session for each member would be split between 
sessions resulting in no net change in cost over the two sessions. 

4. There would be a proportional increase in legislative printing costs in relation to the Journal, and 
comparable costs for other publications. Costs would shift to a great degree from the first session to the 
second. 

5. Journals and Session Laws would be published for each session. Journals would total approximately 1800 pp. 
for the first session and 3200 pp. for the second session. Session Laws would be about 500 pp. for the 
first session and 2000 pp. for the second session. Costs would be proportional. 

6. There would be additional start-up and post-session costs experienced by the Legislative Council. Session 
personnel costs would increase overall with a shift to the second year. 

7. Legislative telephone toll cost would not change. Increased costs could be experienced for additional 
installation costs for the second session. 

8. Legislative mail costs per day would remain the same and would be allocated proportionally to each session. 
9. Most expense and revenue associated with publication of the Montana Code Annotated would be shifted to the 

second year. Overall costs should not change significantly. The publication schedule would shift most 
costs to the second year. No estimate is provided. 

10. It is likely that reduced staff overtime would be experienced as a result of a leveling of the workload that 
could result from schedule changes. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
..... . .. Current Law 

FY88 
Proposed Law Difference Current Law 

($1,679,207) 

FY89 
Proposed Law 

$4,262,350 

Difference 

$2,316,208 

DATE.iiJr-

Fiscal Note for HB721, as introduced. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
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ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 721 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, VINCENT, SEVERSON, SWYSGQOD, NISBET, 

WINSLOW, VAN VALKENBURG, B. BROWN, ADDY, EUDAILY, CAMPBELL, 

MILLER, FRITZ, HOLLIDAY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS FOR 60 LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

IN ODD-NUMBERED YEARS AND FOR 45 LEGISLATIVE DAYS IN 

EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS; TO PROVIDE LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS 

THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN EACH SESSION; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Article V, section 6, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

''Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall meet--eaeh 

odd-n~m~ered--yea~--i"--re9a~ar--session-~£-not-more-than-90 

~e9i~lative-~ay~ be a continuous body for 2-year periq~ 

beginning whe~ the newly elected members take office as may 

be deterrn~~ed ~e legislatu~~· The legislature shall meet 

once ~~-- in regular session of not more------.!_~_1'] __ 60 

legislativ~_day~ in odd-number~~and not more tha~ 

~islative -~~~_i_~ even-numbered years. The ~es~___12_~~ 
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even-numbered years must be limited to consideration of 

general legisl~tion not ~el~_tjng to revenue or 

appropriations, except that legislation_relating to revenue 

or appropriations may be considered if approved for 

introduct~on by a two-thirds vote of the ~embers of the 

legislature. The session in odd-numbered years must be 

limited to consideration of legislation relating to revenue 

or appropciations, except that legislation not ~~lating to 

revenue or appropriations maJL_be considered if apor~yed for 

introduction by a two~thirds vote of t~e members of the 

legislature. Any legislature may increase the limit on the 

length of any subsequent session. The legislature may be 

convened in special sessions by the governor or at the 

written request of a majority of the members." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved 

by the electorate, this amendment is effective JanlJary 1, 

1989. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of Montana 

at the general election to be held November 8, 1988, by 

printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

0 1-'0R requiring the legislature to meel in annual 

sessions. 

[] AGAINST requiring the legislature to meet in annual 

-2- HB 121 

SECOND READING 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

APPROVED B¥ COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

INTRO_DUCED BY i!!euJ ~· ~1 ~ b,~._~,J[J.C 
~~If I I. 7? j I • I - ,:J.J 

A BILL FOR 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTIQN TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS FOR 60 LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

IN ODD-NUMBERED YEARS AND FOR 45 LEGISLATIVE DAYS IN 

EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS; TO PROVIDE LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS 

THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN EACH SESSION; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. II 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article V, section 6, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

"Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall mee~--eaeh 

odd-nHmbered--year--in--reguiar--session-o£-not-mdre-than-99 

leg*~la~*•e-days be a continuous body for 2-year periods, 

beginning when the newly elected members take office as may 

b~ determined by the legislature. The legislature shall meet 

once a year in regular session of not more than 60 

legislative days in odd-numbered years and not more than 45 

legislative days in even-numbered years. The session in 

even-numbered years must be limited to consideration of 

general legisl~ti~n not relating to revenue or 
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appropriations, except that legislation relating to revenue 

or appropriations may be considered if approved for 

introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of the 

legislature. The session in odd-numbered years must be 

limited to consideration of legislation relating to revenue 

or appropriations, except that legislation not relating to 

revenue or appropriations may be considered if approved for 

introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of the 

legislature. Any legislature may increase the limit on the 

length of any subsequent session. The legislature may be 

convened in special sessions by the governor or at the 

written request of a majority of the members." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved 

by the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1, 

1989. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of Montana 

at the general election to be held November 8, 1988, by 

printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

D FOR requiring the legislature to meet in annual 

sessions. 

[]AGAINST requiring the legislature to meet in annual 

se::>sl _ _,ns. 

-End-

-2- SECOND READING 
1113- 7.2/ 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 721 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, VINCENT, SEVERSON, SWYSGOOD, NISBET, 

WINSLOW, VANVALKENBURG, B. BROWN, ADDY, EUDAILY, CAMPBELL, 

MILLER, FRITZ, HOLLIDAY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS FOR 60 LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

IN ODD-NUMBERED YEARS AND FOR 45 LEGISLATIVE DAYS IN 

EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS; TO PROVIDE LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS 

THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN EACH SESSION; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

"Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall meee--eaeh 

odd-n~be~ed--yeer--in--regalar--sessien-e~-no~-more-than-96 

regisiatiTe-days be a continuous body for 2-year periods, 

beginning when the newly elected members take office as may 

be determined by the legislature. The legislature shall meet 

once a year in regular session of not more than 60 

legislative days in odd-numbered years and not more than 45 

legislative days in even-numbered years. The session in 
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even-numbered years must be limited to consideration ot 

general legislation not relating to revenue or 

appropriations, except that legislation relating to revenue 

or aQPropri~t.ions __ may be considered if approved for 

introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of the 

legislature. The session in odd-numbered years must be 

limited to consideration of legislation relating to revenue 

or appropriations, except that legislation not relating to 

revenue or appropriations may be considered if approved for 

introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of the 

legislature. Any legislature may increase the limit on the 

length of any subsequent session. The legislature may be 

convened in special sessions by the governor or at the 

written request of a majority of the members ... 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved 

by the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1, 

1989 1991. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of Montana 

at the general election to be held November 8, 1988, by 

printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

[] FOR requiring the legislature to meet in annual 

sessions. 

[] AGAINST requiring the legislature to meet in annual 

-2- HB 721 

THIRD READING 
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cONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

HOUSE BILL NO. 721 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, VINCENT, SEVERSON, SWYSGOOD, NISBET, 

WINSLOW, VANVALKENBURG, B. BROWN, ADDY, EUDAILY, CAMPBELL, 

MILLER, FRITZ, HOLLIDAY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE MEET fN-ANN8Ab-5B5SfBNS-PBR-68-bB6fSbA~fYE-BA¥S 

fH--6BB-NBMBBRBB--¥EARS--ANB--PBR--45--bE6fSbA~fYB--BA¥5--!N 

EYEH-NHMBEREB--¥EARS NOT MORE THAN 95 LEGISLATIVE DAYS IN 

REGULAR SESSION DURING THE TERM FOR WHICH A MEMBER OF THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS ELECTED; TO REQUIRE THE 

LEGISLATURE TO APPORTION THE ALLOWABLE LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

BEWEEN SESSIONS; TO PROVIDE LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS THAT 

MAY BE CONDUC~'ED IN EACH SESSION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article V, section 6, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

~section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall meet--eee~ 

odd-ntlmb~r~d--yeBr--in--~eg~r~r--~e~~±on-o£-not-me~e-than-96 

reg±~rat±"e-day~ be a continuous --~_2d_y_______!~ 2-year per i-_<2._~ 

beginning when the newly elected members take office as~ 
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be determined by the legislature. The legislature shall meet 

once a year in regular session or--no~--mo~e--~hen--66 

Yeg±~Tat±ve--dey~-±n-od~-n~mbere~-yea~~-and-not-more-~han-45 

±egis±a~ive-deys-in-even-nttmbered-years. THE LEGISLATURE MAY 

NOT MEET IN REGULAR SESSIONS MORE THAN 95 LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

DURING THE TERM FOR WHICH MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES ARE ELECTED. THE LEGISLATURE SHALL LIMIT BY 

LAW THE LENGTH OF EACH REGULAR SESSION. THE LENGTH OF A 

REGULAR SESSION SO ESTABLISHED MAY NOT EXCEED 60 LEGISLATIVE 

DAYS. The session in even-numbered years must be limited to 

consideration of general legislation not relating to revenue 

or appropriations,--e~eept--that--±eg±~Tat±on~~reTating--to 

re"entte-e~-a~~~epr ±at ±otl.s -may-be-considered- i- £-approved-. -for 

±tl.trodttetion--by--a--two-thi-rds--vote--o£-th~-members~o£-the 

T~g±s±atttre. The session in odd-numbered years must be 

limited to consideration of legislation relating to revenue 

or appropriations, -exeept-ti"te:t-%egi-s~~-~±:?_'!-::!1ot--rei:at±-ng- -to 

~e"enae--or-::appropr_"!_ati-ons-m.ay-be-eon.sider~d-±£-approved-Eor 

intt"oduet-i:on.-by -a- two-th± rd~-wote- --~--=--~t!~_:::--member~- -e.!'- -the 

iegi~ie:t:t!r:_e___!__ THE LEGISLATURE MAY ADOPT RULES PERMI'l'TlNG 

CONSIDERATION OF LEGISLATION LIMITATIONS OF , THAT SESSION 

UNRELATED TO ~HE ~~BJECT. Any legislature may increase the 

limit on the length of any subsequent session. The 

legislature may be ~onvened in special sessions by the 

governor or at the written request of a majority of the 

-2- H8 721 
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1 members." 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved 

3 by the electorate~ this amendment is effective January 1, 
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%989 1991. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of Montana 

at the general election to be held November 8, 1988, by 

printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

[] FOR requiring the legislature to meet in--ann~e% 

sessions EACH YEAR, WITH LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE 

DAYS AND BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED. 

[] AGAINST requiring the legislature to meet ±n--annaai 

session~ EACH YEAR, WITH LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE 

DAYS AND BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED. 

-End-

-3- HB 721 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE MARCH 13 

MR. PRESIDENT 

SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION 
We, your comm1ttee on 

HOUSE BILL 
hav1ng had 1..1nder cons1derat10n .. 

blue third readmlJ copy ( -- --
color 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT REQUIRING 45-DAY ANNUAL SESSIONS 
Thomas (Beck) 

Respecttull·,· repon J~ tollowo Tt1,,1 

1. Title, line 9. 
Following: "MEET" 
Strike: "IN ANNUAL SESSIONSn 
Following: "FOR" 
Strike: ''60" 
Insert: "50" 

2. Page l, line 
Following: "~" 
Strike: "(oJl" 
Insert: "50" 

23. 

3. Page 2, line 5, 
Following: "~embers of" 
Insert: "e~ch house of" 

4. Page 2, line 10. 
Follm,.ing: "members o£ 11 

Insert: ''each house of" 

5. Page 2, line 11. 
Following: ''leqislature.'' 

HOUSE BILL 

87 
19 

721 
No ... 

721 
No 

Insert: "No b1ll introduced for consideration in one session of 
the legislature may be carried over for consideration in any 
other session." 

XllllllllK9S 

XCW:l<~KK~ 
(Continued) 

Ctlctr/llldll 

bfl 
.\', 

, I . \ v 

~~~-"n 
I , 

;f-

House Bill 7 21 
Senate State Administration 
Page 2 of 2 MARCH 13 . 19 .. 87 

6. Page 2, lines 23 and 24. 
Following: "meet" on line 23 
Strike: the remainder of line 23 through "sessions" 
Insert: •each year, with limitations on business to 
conducted •• 

7. Page 2, line 25 through page 3, line 1. 
Following: "rneet 11 on line 25 

on 
be 

line 24 

Strike: the remainder of line 25 through "sessions" on page 3, 
line 1 

Insert: "each year, with limitations on business to be con­
ducted" 

707lb/C:JEANNE\WP:jj 

AND AS A.."1ENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 

]j f 
/1 . I i 
I, / 

!Jrl dlld~, Chairm~n SE:,TOR JACK l~l 



330l325n.cwo COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 

House Bill 

3-30-87 
DATE 

1:25 
TIME 

721 
MR. CHAIRMAN: I MOVE TO AMEND _____________________ No. ___ _ 

third blue 
--------reading copy ( ____ I as follows: 

Color 

1. Page 2, line 3. 
Following: " appropriations'' 
Strike: 11 

, except " on line 3 through 11 legislature 11 on line 6 

2. Page 2, line 8. 
Strike: 11 

, except '' on line 8 through 11 legislature " on line 11 
Following 11 

• 
11 

Insert: 11 The legislature may adopt rules permitting consideration 
of legislation limitations of that session unrelated to the subject." 

Amending Senate State Administration Standing Committee Report dated 
March 26, 1987 

3. Strip amendments no. 5 and 6 in their entirety. 

3301329n.cwo COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 

House Bill 

3-30-87 

DATE 

1:29 

TIME 

721 
MR. CHAIRMAN: I MOVE TO AMEND ____________________ No. ___ _ 

third blue 
--------reading copy (----I as follows: 

Color 

Amending Senate State Administration ~tanding Committee Report dated 
March 26, 1987. 

1. Strip amendment no. 7 in its entirety 

01: ll:r"'T 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE 
HARCH 26 

MA. PRESIDENT 

We, your comm11tee on SENATE STATE ADMINISTRATION 

havmg had under cons,derallon HOUSE BILL 
No 

____ t~ird _ reddlf1g copy I -~~~ 
color 

CONSTITUTIONAL ANENDMENT REQUIRING 45-DAY ANNUAL SESSIONS 
Keenan (Lynch) 

Respectfully report as loltows: That HOUSE BILL '0 

be amended as follows: 

l. Strip amendments c~ the State Administration committee 
dated March 13, lq87, in their entirety, 

2. Title, lines 9 through 11. 
Following: ''MEET'' on line 9 

19 
87 

721 

721 

Strike: the remainder of line 9 through ''YEARS'' on line 11 
Insert: "NOT MORE THAN 95 LEGISLATIVE DAYS IN REGULAR 

SESSION 8URING THE TERN FOR \;RICH A ME~!BER OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS ELECTED; TO REQUIRE THE 
LEGISLATURE TO APPORTION THE ALLOWABLE LEGISLATIVE 
DAYS BET'•<EEtl SESSIONS " 

3. Page 1, lines 23 th~·ough 25. 
Following: ''session'' on line 23 
Strike: the remainder of line 23 through ''ve3rs" on line 

25 ~ 

4. Page 1, line 25. 
Fcll'JY-'ing: "." 
Ins8rt: ''The-leglslature may not meet in regular sessions 

more than 95 legislative days duriny the t~rm for 
uhich memDcrs of the house of represento.tives are 
elcct~d. The legislature shall linit by law the 

X/;ID{KloSG length of each requlur session. The len1Jth nf a 
regular scssio~ so establist1uJ may not exceed 60 

~XX~~X~~ legislative da~'s." 

(Continued) 
(to."''''-" 

~ ,.r 
) 

• 

• 

~~--

• 

Senate State Administration 
House Bill 721 
Page 2 o£ 2 

MARCH 26 19 87 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Page 2, 1 ine 5. 
Following: ''members of'' 
Insert: "each house of'' 

Page 2, line 10. 
Following: "members of" 
Insert: "each house of" 

Page 2, line 11. 
Following: ''legislature.'' 
Insert: ''No bill introduced for consideration in one 

session of the legislature may be carried over for 
consideration in any other session." 

Page 2, lines 23 and 24. 
Following: "meet" on line 23 
Strike: the remainder of line 23 through "sessions" on 

line 24 
Insert: heach year, with limitat1ons on legislative days 

and business to be conducted'' 

Paqe 2, line 25 through page 3, l1ne 1. 
Following: ''meet'' on line 25 
Strike: the remainder of line 25 through ''sessions'' on 

page 3, line 1. 
Insert: ''each year, with limitations on legislative days 

and business to be conducted'' 

AND AS AHENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 

E:hb72l.txt 

" I \r'i.I.· 
/!1 

_ _,-,' .. "!/.: . ..:' .. 

n 
n 

S~NATOR JAI;K' liAFFEY, Chairrna;J 
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT Report No .... 9.~~ .............. . 

~p~J.;i, .. J!L ..... 19 ... ~.? ... 
MR. SPEAKER 

We, your ----------___j:~~------------- Conference Committee on 

House Bill No. 721, 

meta~~~!~!!~~ on ll.pri J J 5 and 16, 1987, and considereo • 

Senate State Administration Committee ~mendments to the third 

reading copy, oateo March 26, 1987, and 

2. Senate Committee of the Whole Amendments to the third reading 

copy, dated March 30, ]987 

We recommend as follows: That House Bill No. 721, reference copy 1 be amended 
as follows: 

1. Title, line 11. 
Strike: "95" 
Insert: "10 0" 

2. Page 2, line 5. 
Strike: "95" 
Insert: "10 0" 

3. Page 2, lines 8 through 10. 
Following: "SESSION." on line 8 
Strike: remainder of line 8 through "DAYS." on line 10 

4. Page 2, line 15. 
Following: "3:-e:;r~~l-a-ht:!!'e" 
Insert: ", except that legislation relating to revenue or 

appropriations may be considered if approved for 
introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of each 
house of the legislature" 

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

FOR THE SENATE FOR THE HOUSE 

se{liiaffey 



.................................................................... 19 .......... 

5. ~Page 2, lines 20 through 22. 
r-stre: the remainder of line 20 through "SUBJECT" on line 22. 
'-Following: "l~i-s-1-a-~l:tPe" 

.-. 

Insert: ", except that legislation not relating to revenue or 
appropriations may be considered if approved for 
introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of each 
house of the legislature. No bill introduced in one session 
may·pe carried over to any other session of that 
legislature" · 

., 

Page 2 of 2 
Amendments, HB 721 
7106b/C:JEANNE\WP:jj 

' 

r..,...l't.Tt::' 01 lA ,..n Chairman. 



CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT Report No .... two .............. . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

House Bill No. 721 

met~~Atl on April 21, 1987 and considered: 

1. Senate State Administration Committee Amendments to the third 

reading copy, dated March 26, 1987, and 

2. Senate Committee of the Whole Amendments to the third reading 

copy, dated March 30, 1987. 

We recommend as follows: 7 21 
That House Bill No. KXXr reference copy, be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 11. 
Strike: "95" 
Insert: "100" 

2. Page 2, line 5. 
Strike: "95" 
Insert: "10 0" 

3. Page 2, line 20. 
Follo'Y1ing: "l-e9'~&l-a~'t:tl!'e,!' 
Insert: "No bill introduced in one session may be carried over 

to any other session of that legislature." 

4. Page 2, lines 21 and 22. 
Following: "LEGISLATION" on line 21 
Insert: "unrelated to the subject" 
Following: "SESSION'' on line 21 
Strike: "UNRELATED TO THE SUBJECT" 

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

FOR THE SENATE FOR THE HOUSE 

Repres~ntative Peterson 

ADOPT REJECT 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

HOUSE BILL NO. 721 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, VINCENT, SEVERSON, SWYSGOOD, NISBET, 

WINSLOW, VAN VALKENBURG, B. BROWN, ADDY, EUDAILY, CAMPBELL, 

MILLER, FRITZ, HOLLIDAY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE MEET ~N-AHNBAh-SB9Sr6NS-P6R-69-bB6iSbA~iYB-BA¥S 

iN--6BB-NHMBBRBB--¥BARS--ANB--P6R--4S--bBQi5bA~iYB--BA¥S--iN 

BYBN-NBMBBRB9-¥BARS NOT MORE THAN 95 100 LEGISLATIVE DAYS IN 

REGULAR SESSION DURING THE TERM FOR WHICH A MEMBER OF THE 
< 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS ELECTED; TO REQUIRE THE 

LEGISLATURE TO APPORTION THE ALLOWABLE LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

BETWEEN SESSIONS; TO PROVIDE LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS 

THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN EACH SESSION; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. " 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article V, section 6, of The Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

''Section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall mee~-eseh 

odd-~rtmbe~ed-year-±ft-reg~Zar-~eee±o~-or--ftot--more--~han--99 

le~±~rst±ve--day~ be a continuous body for 2-year periods, 

beginning when the newly elected membe_rs take office as m~ 

~n• , .. ,., • ., •• Coun<U 
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25 

HB 0721/05 

be determined by the legislature. The legislature shall meet 

once a year in regular session ef--nee--mere--eftan--60 

!egisist~ve-day~-ift-odd-n~mbered-reare-and-ne~-more-eftan--45 

%egisiatiYe-daye-in-even-n~mhered-years. THE LEGISLATURE MAY 

NOT MEET IN REGULAR SESSIONS MORE THAN 95 100 LEGISLATIVE 

DAYS DURING THE TERM FOR WHICH MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES ARE ELECTED. THE LEGISLATURE SHALL LIMIT BY 

LAW THE LENGTH OF EACH REGULAR SESSION. THE LENGTH OF A 

REGULAR SESSION SO ESTABLISHED MAY NOT EXCEED 60 LEGISLATIVE 

DAYS. The session in even-numbered years must be limited to 

consideration of general legislation not relating to revenue 

or app[opriations;--e~eept--th8~--iegis!s~ion--reia~ing--ee 

reven~e--er-appropr±8t±o~s-may-be-eeneid~red-±£-a~proved-£or 

±ntrod~et±on-by-a-tvo-~h±rde-vote--o£--the--members--er--the 

ieg±siat~re. The session in odd-numbered years must be 

limited to consideration of legislation relating to revenue 

or appropriations;--exeep~-thst-ieg±ele~io~-~et-relaeinq-to 

re~e~de-or-appreer±at±one-may-be-eens±dered-±£-approved--£er 

intred~et±on--by--a--two-thirds--vo~e--o£-the-members-o£-the 

ieg±~latttre. NO BILL INTRODUCED IN ONE SESSION MAY BE 

CARRIED OVER TO ANY OTHER SESSION OF THAT LEGISLATURE. THE 

LEGISLATURE MAY ADOPT RULES PERMITTING CONSIDERATION OF 

LEGISLATION UNRELATED TO THE SUBJECT LIMITATIONS OF THAT 

SESSION HNREbA~BB--T9--THB--S8B~B€~. Any legislature may 

increase the limit on the length of any subsequent session. 

-2- HB 721 
Includes free conference 
committee report dated~ 
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1 The legislature may be convened in special sessions by the 

2 governor or at the written request of a majority of the 

3 members." 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved 

5 by the electorate, this amendment is effective January l, 

6 H89 1991. 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

8 This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of Montana 

9 at the general election to be held November 8, 19bo, by 

10 printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

11 following: 

12 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

[] FOR requiring the legislature to meet ~"--e""ttei 

sessiofts EACH YEAR, WITH LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE 

DAYS AND BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED. 

[] AGAINST requiring the legislature to meet ±n--ann~al 

se~~±ons EACH YEAR, WITH LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE 

DAYS AND BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED. 

-End-

-3- HB 721 


