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INTRODUCED BY VINCENT, MARKS 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON RULES. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

ON MOTION, TAKEN FROM ENGROSSING 
REREFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS &~ENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 83; NOES, 8. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON FINANCE & CLAIMS. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 
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APRIL 11, 1987 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 28; NOES, 22. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 
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l ~~~~ 2 INTRODUCED BY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING A 

5 LEGISLATIVE REORGANIZATION AND IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION TO 

6 CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH OF STATE 

7 GOVERNMENT; PROVIDING FOR THE SELECTION OF 12 MEMBERS TO 

8 SERVE ON THE COMMISSION; PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

9 DATE; AND PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION." 

10 

ll BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Legislative reorganization and improvement 

13 conunission. Ill There is a 12-member legislative 

14 reorganization and improvement commission consisting of 

15 three members appointed by the president of the senate, 

16 three members appointed by the senate republican leader, 

l7 three members appointed by the speaker of the house of 

18 representatives, and three members appointed by the house 

19 minority leader. At least one person appointed by each 

20 legislative leader must be a current legislator serving in 

2l the same house and of the same political party, and at least 

22 one person must be a person not currently serving in the 

23 legislature. 

24 (2) Any vacancy occurring on the commission must be 

25 filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 
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13) The members shall select a chairman from among 

themselves. 

Section 2. Meetings. (1) The chairman shall schedule 

meetings of the commission as considered necessary, but 

meetings must be held at least bimonthly. The chairman shall 

give notice of the time and place of the meetings to members 

of the commission. The director shall report progress on the 

study to date at each meeting. 

(2) The commission may adopt any necessary rules of 

procedure for the conduct of its meetings. 

Section 3. Reimbursement of expenses. Members of the 

commiss~on must be reimbursed in accordance with 2-18-501 

for actual and necessary expenses incurred in attending 

meetings or conducting business. 

Section 4. Staff and facilities. ( 1) The commission 

ghall appoint a director and tix his salary and 

compensation. The director, subject to the approval of the 

commission, shall hire the necessary staff and fix their 

compensation, and he may contract with consultants as 

needed. 

(2) The department of administration shall provide 

necessary meeting facilities in the capitol for the 

commission and office space, equipment, and supplies for its 

staff. 

Section 5. Powers and duties 

-2-

recommendations 
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report. { 1) The commission shall make a detailed and 

thorough study of the legislative branch of state governmPnt 

and ot the reorganization thereof. For this purpose the 

commission is authorized to secure directly from any 

legislatlve or executive agency, board, 

from any independent organization 

suggestions, estimates, and statist1cs, 

or commission or 

any information, 

and each such 

ugency, board, commisslon, or organization shall furnish 

such information upon request made by the chairman of the 

10 commission. 

11 (2} The commiss1on shall prepare a written report, 

12 which shall include recommendations for any necessary 

l3 

14 

implementing legislation 

or improvement of the 

on the recommended reorganization 

legislative branch of state 

15 government. 

16 

17 

(3) Any recommendation of the conunission must be 

approved by a vote of at least seven members of the 

18 commission before being adopted. Recommendations, if any, 

19 adopted by the commission must be reported in written form 

20 and made available to the members of the 51st legislature no 

21 later than December 1, 1988. 

22 Section 6. Appropriation. There is appropriated not 

23 more than $15,000 from the general fund to the commission 

24 created by this act for the biennium ending June 30, 1989, 

25 to be used only as needed to supplement federal or private 
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funds available for the conduct of a 

legislative branch of state government. The 

receive gifts, grants, or donations for 

researching the effective operation of 

LC 1159/01 

study of the 

commisnion may 

the purpose of 

the legislative 

braJ _!J, and may spend such funds for the purpose. 

Section 7. Effective date. 'Phis act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 702 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS 

AS AMENDED 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT, MARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING A 

LEGISLATIVE REORGANIZATION AND IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION TO 

CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH OF STATE 

GOVERNMENT; PROVIDING FOR THE SELECTION OF 12 MEMBERS TO 

SERVE ON THE COMMISSION; PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE; AND PROVIDING AN 

APPROPRIATION." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Legislative reorganization and improvement 

commission. (1) There is a 12-member legislative 

reorganization and improvement commission consisting of 

three members appointed by the president of the senate, 

three members appointed by the senate republican leader, 

three members appointed by the speaker of the house of 

representatives, and three members appointed by the house 

minority leader. At least one person appointed by each 

legislative leader must be a current legislator serving in 

the same house and of the same political party, and at least 

one person must be a person not currently serving in the 

legislature. 

(2) Any vacancy occurring on the commission must be 
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filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 

(3) The members shall select a chairman from among 

themselves. 

Section 2. Meetings. (1) The chairman shall schedule 

meetings of the commission as considered necessary, but 

meetings must be held at least bimonthly. The chairman shall 

give notice of the time and place of the meetings to members 

of the commission. ~he-d~~eeror-sha;%-repo~~-p~o~re~s-on-the 

st~dy-to-rla~e-at-eaeh-meetingo THE DIRECTOR SHALL REPORT 

PROGRESS ON THE STUDY TO DATE AT EACH MEETING. 

(2) The commission may adopt any necessary rules of 

procedure for the conduct of its meetings. 

Section 3. Reimbursement of expenses. Members of the 

commission must be reimbursed in accordance with 2-18-501 

for actual and necessary expenses incurred in attending 

meetings o~ conducting business. 

Section 4. Staff aftd---fae~litiee AND FACILITIES. 

tlt--~fte-commi~sion-~ha±l-appoint-a--direetor--~nd--£ix--hi~ 

~a±a~y--8~d--eompensationo--P~e--direetor7--eubjeet--to--the 

apprevat-ef-the-eommi~~±on,-shail-hire-the--neee~sary--~taff 

and--fix--thei~--eompensatio~,--and--he--may--eontraet--w±th 

eons~itants-ae-need~d~ 

t2t--The-department--of--admini~tratio~--~haii--pro~ide 

neeessary---meeting---faeiTities--in--tne--eapite±--for--the 

eomm±ee+on-and-oEfice-~paee,-e~uipment,-and-~~pp±ie~-for-it~ 
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s~aff7 ~HB-bBS~SbA~~VB-A6BN€~BSy-AS--BBBMBB--APPR9PRiA~E--B¥ 

~HB--€9MMISSIBNy-SHAbb-PR9VtBB-STAPP-ANB-SBRV~€BS-~9-PERP9RM 

RESBAR€H-AHB-T9-€99RBINA~B-~HB-W9RK-9P-THE--€9MMISS~9N7 l!l 

THE COMMISSION SHALL APPOINT A DIRECTOR AND FIX HIS SALARY 

AND COMPENSATION. THE DIRECTOR, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF 

THE COMMISSION, SHALL HIRE THE NECESSARY STAFF AND FIX THEIR 

COMPENSATION, AND HE MAY CONTRACT WITH CONSULTANTS AS 

NEEDED. 

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION SHALL PROVIDE 

NECESSARY MEETING FACILITIES IN THE CAPITOL FOR THE 

COMMISSION AND OFFICE SPACE, EQUIPMENT, AND SUPPLIES FOR ITS 

STAFF. 

Section 5. Powers and duties recommendations 

report. (1) The commission shall make a detailed and 

thorough Study of the legislative branch of state government 

and of the reorganization thereof. For this purpose the 

com.miss·ion is authorized to secure directly from any 

legislative or executive agency, board, or commission or 

from any independent organization any information, 

suggestions, estimates, and statistics, and each such 

agency, board, commission, or organization shall furnish 

such information upon request made by the chairman of the 

commission. 

( 2) The commission shall prepare a written report, 

which shall include recommendations for any necessary 
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implementing legislation on the recommended reorganization 

or improvement of the 

government. 

legislative branch of state 

(3) Any recommendation of the commission must be 

approved by a vote of at least seven members of the 

commission before being adopted. Recommendations, if any, 

adopted by the commission must be reported in written fot"m 

and made available to the members of the 51st legislature no 

later than December 1, 1988, OR TO ANY SPECIAL SESSION OF 

THE LEGISLATURE PRIOR TO DECEMBER 1, 1988. 

section 6. Appropriation. There is appropriated ~ot 

mo~e--tka~ $15,000 from the general fund to the commission 

created by this act for the biennium ending June 30, 1989, 

to be used only as needed to supplement federal or private 

funds available for the conduct of a study of the 

legislative branch of state government. ALL APPROPRIATED 

GENERAL FUNDS NOT SPECIFICALLY REQUIRED FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

THIS ACT SHALL REVERT TO THE GENERAL FUND. The commission 

may receive gifts, grants, or donations for the purpose of 

researching the effective operation of the legislative 

branch, and may spend such funds for the purpose. 

Section 7. Effective date7 AND TERMINATION DATE. l!L 

Th~s act is effective on passage and approval. 

(2) THIS ACT TERMINATES ON DECEMBER 31, 1988. 

-End-

-4- HB 702 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 702 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT, MARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING A 

LEGISLATIVE REORGANIZATION AND IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION TO 

CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH OF STATE 

GOVERNMENT, PROVIDING FOR THE SELECTION OF 12 MEMBERS TO 

SERVE ON THE COMMISSION, PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE; AND PROVIDING AN 

APPROPRIATION." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Legislative reorganization and improvement 

comtisslon. (1) There is a 12-member legislative 

reorganization and improvement commission consisting of 

three members appointed by the president of the senate, 

three members appointed by the senate republican leader, 

three meabers appointed by the speaker of the house of 

representatives, and three members appointed by the house 

alnorlty leader. At least one person appointed by each 

legislative leader must be a current legislator serving in 

the same house and of the same political party, and at least 

one person must be a person not currently serving in the 

legislature. 

( 2) Any vacan·cy occurring on the commission must be 
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filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 

(3) The members shall select a chairman from among 

themselves a 

Section 2. Meetings. (1) The chairman shall schedule 

meetings of the commission as considered necessary, but 

meetings must be held at least bimonthly. The chairman shall 

give notice of the time and place of the meetings to members 

of the commission. ~he-direc~e~-shall-repe~~-pre~~ess-&ft-~he . 
st~dy-te-date-at-eaeh-meet!nq. THE DIRECTOR SHALL REPORT 

PROGRESS ON THE STUDY TO DATE AT EACH MEETING. 

(2) The commission may adopt any necessary rules of 

procedure for the conduct of its meetingsa 

Section 3. Reimbursement of expenses. Members of the 

commission must be reimbursed in accordance with 2-18-501 

for actual and necessary expenses incurred in attending 

meetings or conducting business. 

Section 4. Staff and---facilities AND FACILITIES. 

tlt--~he-eemmission-sha%i-appoint-a--~irec~or--an~--!ix--his 

salary--aftd--compensation.--~he--diree~orT--~~b~ect--~e--the 

approval-o£-~h~-eommissioftT-sha%1-hir~-~he--necessary--staff 

and--£ix--their--eompen8ation7--and--he--aay--een~reet--with 

con~~i~ants-as-nee~ed. 

tZt--~he-~epartmen~--of--adm±nt~~ration--shall--provide 

n~ee~~ary---mee~~ng---faei%itie~--%n--the--capite%--for--the 

eommission-and-offiee-~paee,-equipment 1 -and-s~pplies-for-its 

-2- HB 702 
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staffT ~HB-bB6JSb~~JVB-ABBNEJBSr-AS--BBBMBB--APPR9PRJA~B--BY 

~HB--E9MMJSSJ9N7-SHAbb-PR9VfBB-S~APP-~B-SBRYJBBS-~-PBRP9RM 

RBS~eH-ANB-~-eeeRBJHA~B-~HB-WBRft-BP-~He--e9MMfSSf9NT i!l 

THE COMMISSION SHALL APPOINT A DIRECTOR AND FIX HIS SALARY 

AND COMPENSATION. THE DIRECTOR, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF 

THE COMMISSION, SHALL HIRE THE NECESSARY STAFF AND FIX THEIR 

COMPENSATION, AND HE MAY CONTRACT NITH CONSULTANTS AS 

NEEDED. 

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION SHALL PROVIDE 

NECESSARY MEETING FACILITIES IN THE CAPITOL FOR THE 

COMMISSION AND OFFICE SPACE, EQUIPMENT, AND SUPPLIES FOR ITS 

STAFF. 

Section 5. Powers and duties recommendations 

report. (1) The commission shall make a detailed and 

thorough study of the legislative branch of state government 

and of the reorganization theceof. For this purpose the 

coauniss·ion is authorized to secure directly from any 

legislative or executive agency, board, or commission or 

from any independent organization any information, 

suqgestions, estimates, and statistics, and each such 

agency, board, commission, or organization shall furnish 

such information upon request made by the chairman of the 

ca.nission. 

(2) The commission shall prepare a written report, 

which shall include recommendations for any necessary 
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implementing legislation 

or improvement of the 

government. 

on the recommended reor9anization 

legislative branch of state 

(3) Any recommendation of the commission must be 

approved by a vote of at least seven members of the 

commission before being adopted. Recommendationsr if any, 

adopted by the commission must be reported in written form 

and made available to the members of the 51st legislature no 

later than December 1, 1988, OR TO ANY SPECIAL SESSION OF 

THE LEGISLATURE PRIOR TO DECEMBER l, 1988. 

Section 6. Appropriation. There is appropriated ~ot 

mere--than $15,000 from the general fund to the commission 

created by this act for the biennium ending June 30, 1989, 

to be used only as needed to supplement federal or private 

funds available for the conduct of a study of the 

legislative branch of state government. ALL APPROPRIATED 

GENERAL FUNDS NOT SPECIFICALLY REQUIRED FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

THIS ACT SHALL REVERT TO THE GENERAL FUND. The commission 

may receive g"ifts, grants, or donations for the purpose of 

researching the effective operation of the legislative 

branch, and may spend such funds for the purpose. 

Section 7. Effective dateT AND TERMINATION DATE. 1!1 

This act is effective on passage and approval.' 

(2) THIS ACT TERMINATES ON DECEMBER 31, 1988. 

-End-

-4- HB 702 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 702 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT, MARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING A 

LEGISLATIVE REORG~NIZATION AND IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION TO 

CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH OF ST~TE 

GOVERNMENT; PROVIDING FOR THE SELECTION OF 12 MEMBERS TO 

SERVE ON THE COMMISSION; PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE AND A TERMIN~TION D~TE; AND PROVIDING AN 

APPROPRIATION." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONT~N~: 

Section 1. Legislative reorganization and improv@ment 

commission. {1) There is a 12-member legislative 

reorganization and improvement commission consisting of 

three members appointed by the pr@sident of the senate, 

three members appointed by the senate republican leader, 

three members appointed by the speaker of the house of 

representatives, and three members appointed by the house 

•lnorlty leader. At least one person appointed by each 

le9islative leader must be a current legislator serving in 

the same house and of the same political party, and at least 

one person must be a person not currently serving in thp 

legislature. 

(2) Any vacancy occurring on the commission must be 
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filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 

(3) The members shall select a chairman from among 

themselves. 

section 2. Meetings. (1) The chairman shall schedule 

meetings of the commission as considered necessary, but 

meetings must be held at least bimonthly. The chairman shall 

give notice of the time and place of the meetings to members 

of the commission. ~he-diree~or-shail-repor~-pre~ress-o"-the 

stndy-to-date-at-eaeh-meetinq, THE DIRECTOR SHALL REPORT 

PROGRESS ON THE STUDY TO DATE AT EACH MEETING. 

(2) The commission may adopt any necessary rules of 

procedure for the conduct of its meetings. 

Section 3. Reimbursement of expenses. Members of the 

commission must be reimbursed in accordance with 2-18-501 

for actual and necessary expenses incurred in attending 

meetings or conducting business. 

Section 4. Staff aftd---fDciliti~~ AND FACILITIES. 

tlt--~he-eemmiss~eft-ehall-appo~nt-a--direetor--aftd--f~x--h~~ 

aalary--and--eo~p@naa~ien~--~h~--direeterT--aab;eet--te--the 

approval-of-the·-co~iasienT-shail-hir@-~he--fteee~~ary--staff 

and--f~x--the~r--eompeneat+enr--a~d--he--~ay--eontraet--with 

een~tlltant~-a~-neededo 

t~t--The-departm~nt--of--adm~n~~~rat~en--5hall--previde 

neee~~ary---me~tinq---feeilitie~--in--the--eapitol--tor--the 

eommis~ion-and-offiee-~paee 7 -eq~~pment;-and-~tlpplie~-~or-it~ 

-2- HB 702. 
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staff, ~HE-bE6!§bA~iYB-A6BNefES7 -AS--BBBMBB--APPR9PRfA~E--B¥ 

~HE--eeHMESSf9N7 -SHAhb-PR.SYiBB-S~APP-ANB-SBRYf€ES-~9-PERP9RM 

~SEAReH-ANB-~e-eeeRBfNA~E-~HE-WBRK-BP-~E--EBMMiSSi9N• 1!1 

THE COMMISSION SHALL APPOINT A DIRECTOR AND FIX HIS SALARY 

AND COMPENSAT!ON.~ __ '!:_fiE DIRE<::T()R, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF 

THE COMMISSION, SHALL HIRE THE NECESSAB~-~TAFF AND FIX THEIR 

COMPENSATION, AND HE MAY CONTRACT WITH CONSULTANTS AS 

NEEf:'.ED. 

11l__THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION SHALL PROVIDE 
~--------

NECESSARY ME)o;TING -~FACILITIES IN THE CAPITOL FOR THE 

CO~ISS!ON AND OFFICE SPACE, EQU!PMENT, AND SUPPLIES FOR ITS 

STAFF. 

S~ction 5. Powers and duties recommendations 

report. (1) The commission shall make a detailed and 

thorough study of the legislative branch of state government 

and of the reorganization thereof. For this purpose the 

comm i ss'i on is authorized to secure directly from any 

leqislative or executive agency, board, or commission or 

from any independent organization any information, 

suqqestions, estimates, and statistics, and each such 

agency, board, commission, or organization shall furnish 

such information upon request made by the chairman of the 

commission. 

(2) The commission shall prepare a writt~n report, 

which shall include recommendations for any necessary 
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implementing legislation on the recommended reorganization 

or improvement of the 

government. 

legislative branch of state 

{J) Any recommendation of the commission must be 

approved by a vote of at least sevpn members of the 

commission before being adopted. Reco~endations, if any, 

adopted by the commission must be reported in written form 

and made available to the members of the 51st legislature no 

later than December If 1988; OR TO ANY SPECIAL SESSION OF 

THE LEGISLATURE PRIOR TO DECEMBER 1, 1988. 

Section 6. Appropriation. There is appropriated ~~t 

more--the" $15,000 from the general fund to the commission 

created by this act for the biennium ending June 30, 1989, 

to be used only as needed to supplement federal or private 

funds available for the conduct of a study of the 

legislative branch of state government~ ALL APPROPRIATED 

GE:N8RA!, FUNDS NOT SPECIFICA.LI,! __ REQUIRED FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

THIS ACT SHALL REVERT TO T~.~- GENERAL FUND. The commission 

may receive gifts, grants, or donations for the purpose of 

researching the effective operation of the legislative 

branch, and may spend such funds for the purpose. 

Section 7. Effective date.- AND TERMINATION DATE. i_l_j 

This act is effective on passage and approval. 

(2) THIS ACT TERMINATES ON DECEMBER Jl, 1988. 

-End-

-4- HB 702 


