
HOUSE BILL NO. 625 

INTRODUCED BY HANSEN, SQUIRES, HARPER, CORNE', 
CONNELLY, MOORE 

FEBRUARY 5, 1987 

FEBRUARY 13, 1987 

FEBRUARY 14, 1987 

FEBRUARY 16, 1987 

FEBRUARY 17, 1987 

FEBRUARY 19, 1987 

MARCH 4, 1987 

MARCH 7, 1987 

MARCH 10, 1987 

MARCH 11, 1987 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 93; NOES, 2. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 40; NOES, 9. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 



50th Legislatu['e LC 1018/01" 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

INTRODUCED 

( )c!"-u. . 

2ir "'~00 ~ BY-~ 4~b~....z/ ,1,w;,e~r...--
' A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

PENALTIES A CITY OR TOWN MAY INVOKE FOR NONPAYMENT OF A CITY 

WATER OR SEWER ASSESSMENT; PROVIDING THAT SEWER SERVICE MAY 

BE DISCONTINUED, THAT FULL PAYMENT MUST BE MADE PRIOR TO 

REESTABLISHMENT, AND THAT PAST-DUE PAYMENTS ARE A DEBT 

COLLECTABLE IN COURT; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-13-4305, 

7-13-4306, AND 7-13-4309, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-13-4305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-13-4305. Consumers required to pay for services. 

l!l No person, firm, or corporation shall be permitted to 

use said system unless they pay the full and established 

rate for said service. 

(2) No person may have service reestablished after it 

is discontinued pursuant to 7-13-4306 unless they have paid 

the full amount past due, any interest or penalty on such 

past-due amount, and any required reestablishment deposit." 

Section 2. Section 7-13-4306, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-13-4306. Effect of failure to pay charges. In the 

event of nonpayment of charges tor t=ither water or sewer 

service and benefits to any premises, the governing body may 
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LC 1018/01 

direct the supply of water or provision of sewer service to 

such premises to be discontinued until such charges are 

paid." 

Section 3. Section 7-13-4309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-13-4309. Procedure to collect sewer charges. ( 1) 

The sewer charges shall be collected by the treasurer. 

(2) On or before January 15 of each year, notice shall 

be given by the city treasurer or town clerk to the owners 

of all lots or parcels of real estate to which sewer service 

has been furnished prior to January 1 by the city or town. 

Said notice shall specify the assessment owing and in 

arrears at the time of giving such notice. Such notice shall 

be in writing and shall state the amount of such arrearage. 

including any penalty and interest assessed pursuant to the 

provisions of the city or town ordinance and that unless the 

same is paid by July 1 thereafter, the same will be levied 

as a tax against the lot or parcel of real estate to which 

sewer service was furnished and for which payment is 

delinquent as above specified. The notice shall also state 

that t~e city or town may by suit collect past-due 

assessments, interest, and penalties, as a debt owing the 

city or town, 1n any court of competent jurisd_~ction, 

including the city court. Such notice may be delivered to 

such owner persortdlly or by letter addressed to suct1 owner 

dt the post-office address of such owner as recorded in the 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
!115-~5 
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1 office of the county assessor. 

2 (3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3}(b), on 

3 March l, the city treasurer or town clerk shall certify and 

4 file with the county assessor a list of all lots or parcels 

5 of real estate, giving the legal description thereof, to the 

6 owners of which notices of arrearage in payments were given 

7 as above specified and which arrearage still remains unpaid 

8 and stating the amount of such arrearage, including any 

9 penalty and interest. The county assessor shall insert the 

10 same as a tax against such lot or parcel of real estate. 

11 (b) In cities where the council has provided by 

12 ordinance for the collection of taxes, the city treasurer 

13 shall insert such delinquent amount, including penalty and 

14 interest, as a tax against the lot or parcel of real estate 

15 to which sewer service was furnished and payment for which 

16 is delinquent. 

17 (4) A city or town may, in addition to pursuing the 

18 collection of assessments in the same manner as a tax, bring 

19 suit in any court of competent jurisdiction, including city 

20 court, to collect the amount due and owing, including 

21 penalties and interest, as a debt owing the city or town. 11 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COHM. 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

~ BILL NO. J.,..,a£_ 
INTrODUCED BY,,):=z;,£.:1.~-'.a/ ,...,-t'<<;,u ~\-..--
{'6":£u ~ ~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

PENALTIES A CITY OR TOWN MAY INVOKE FOR NONPAYMENT OF A CITY 

WATER OR SEWER ASSESSMENT; PROVIDING THAT SEWER SERVICE MAY 

BE DISCONTINUED, THAT FULL PAYMENT MUST BE MADE PRIOR TO 

REESTABLISHMENT, AND THAT PAST-DUE PAYMENTS ARE A DEBT 

COLLECTABLE IN COURT; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-13-4305, 

7-13-4306, AND 7-13-4309, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-13-4305, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-13-4305. Consumers required to pay for services. 

ill No person, firm, or corporation shall be permitted to 

use said system unless they pay the full and established 

rate for said service. 

(2) No person may have service reestablished after it 

is discontinued pursuant to 7-13-4306 unless they have paid 

the full amount past due, any interest or penalty on such 

past-due amount, and any required reestablishment deposit." 

Section 2. Section 7-13-4306, M.CA, is amended to read: 

''7-13-4306. Effect of failure to pay charges. In the 

event of nonpayment of charges tor e1tt1er Wdler or ~ewer 

service and benefits to any premises, the governing body may 
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direct the supply of water or provision of sewer service to 

such premises to be discontinued until such charges are 

paid." 

Section 3. Section 7-13-4309, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-13-4309. Procedure to collect sewer charges. ( 1) 

The sewer charges shall be collected by the treasurer. 

{2) On or before January 15 of each year, notice shall 

be given by the city treasurer or town clerk to the owners 

of all lots or parcels of real estate to which sewer service 

has been furnished prior to January 1 by the city or town. 

Said notice shall specify the assessment owing and in 

arrears at the time of giving such notice. Such notice shall 

be in writing and shall state the amount of such arrearage, 

including any penalty and interest assessed pursuant to the 

provisions of the city or town ordinance and that unless the 

same is paid by July l thereafter, the same will be levied 

as a tax against the lot or parcel of real estate to which 

sewer service was furnished and for which payment is 

delinquent as above specified. ~t!_~__!!9_!:_!-~~~::;ha~_!.__also state 

that the city or town may by suit collect past-due 

assessments, interest, and penalties, as a debt owing the 

city or town, in any court of competent jurisdiction, 

including the city court. Such notice may be delivered t~ 

such owner pPrsonally or by letrer addred~~d tc .;~ch owr1er 

at the post-office dddress of such owner as recorded in the 

-2- SECOND READING 
lf~·~S 
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1 office of the county assessor. 

2 ( 3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3){b), on 

3 March 1, the city treasurer or town clerk shall certify and 

4 file with the county assessor a list of all lots or parcels 

5 of real estate, giving the legal description thereof, to the 

6 owners of which notices of arrearage in payments were given 

7 as above specified and which arrearage still remains unpaid 

8 and stating the amount of such arrearage, including any 

9 penalty and interest. The county assessor shall insert the 

10 same as a tax against such lot or parcel of real estate. 

11 (b) In cities where the council has provided by 

12 ordinance for the collection of taxes, the city treasurer 

13 shall insert such delinquent amount, including penalty and 

14 interest, as a tax against the lot or parcel of real estate 

15 to which sewer se~vice was furnished and payment for which 

16 is delinquent. 

17 {4) A city or town may, in addition to pursuing the 

18 collection of assessments in the same manner as a tax, bring 

19 suit in any cou~t of competent jurisdiction, including city 

20 cou~t, to collect the amount due and owing, including 

21 penalties and interest, as a debt owing the city or town.'' 

-End-

-3-
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2if """" ~ {);O!D~U~ED BY-~=~r~h·~.&'a• ,+U·'~'--
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

PENALTIES A CITY OR TOWN MAY INVOKE FOR NONPAYMENT OF A CITY 

WATER OR SEWER ASSESSMENT; PROVIDING THAT SEWER SERVICE MAY 

BE DISCONTINUED, THAT FULL PAYMENT MUST BE MADE PRIOR TO 

REESTABLISHMENT, AND THAT PAST-DUE PAYMENTS ARE A DEBT 

COLLECTABLE IN COURT; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-13-4305, 

7-13-4306, AND 7-13-4309, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-13-4305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-13-4305. Consumers required to pay for services. 

1!1 No person, firm, or corporation shall be permitted to 

use said system unless they pay the full and established 

rate for said service. 

(2) No person may have service reestablished after it 

is discontinued pursuant to 7-13-4306 unless they have paid 

the full amount past due, any interest or penalty on such 

past-due amount, and any required reestablishment deposit." 

Section 2. Section 7-13-4306, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-13-4306. Effect of failure to pay charges. In the 

event of nonpayment of charges for e1ther water or sewer 

service and benefits to any premises, the governing body may 
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direct the supply of water or provision of sewer service to 

such premises to be discontinued until such charges are 

paid.'' 

Section 3. Section 7-13-4309, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-13-4309. Procedure to collect sewer charges. ( 1) 

The sewer charges shall be collected by the treasurer. 

(2) On or before January 15 of each year, notice shall 

be given by the city treasurer or town clerk to the owners 

of all lots or parcels of real estate to which sewer service 

has been furnished prior to January 1 by the city or town. 

Said notice shall specify the assessment owing and in 

arrears at the time of giving such notice. Such notice shall 

be in writing and shall state the amount of such arrearage, 

including any penalty and interest assessed pursuant to the 

provisions of the city or town ordinance and that unless the 

same is paid by July 1 thereafter, the same will be levied 

as a tax against the lot or parcel of real estate to which 

sewer service was furnished and for which payment is 

delinquent as above specified. The notice shall also state 

that the city or town may _by suit collect past-due 

assessments, interest, and penalties, as a debt owi~ 

city or town, in any court of competent jurisdiction, 

including the ~ity court. Such notice may be delivered to 

such owner personally ur bj te:::ter dddre>s::;;_~,1 t-) :.;uch C·Wner 

at the post-office address of such ow!~cr as recorded in the 

-2- THIRD READING 
~6 .,)..5"" 
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office of the county assessor. 

2 (3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3){b), on 

3 March l, the city treasurer or town clerk shall certify and 

4 file with the county assessor a list of all lots or parcels 

5 of real estate, giving the legal description thereof, to the 

6 owners of which notices of arrearage in payments were given 

7 as above specified and which arrearage still remains unpaid 

8 and stating the amount of such arrearage, including any 

9 penalty and interest. The county assessor shall insert the 

10 same as a tax against such lot or parcel of real estate. 

11 (b) In cities where the council has provided by 

12 ordinance for the collection of taxes, the city treasurer 

13 shall insert such delinquent amount, including penalty and 

14 interest, as a tax against the lot or parcel of real estate 

15 to which sewer service was furnished and payment for which 

16 is delinquent. 

17 (4) A city or town may, in addition to pursuing the 

18 collection of assessments in the same manner as a tax, bring 

19 suit in any court of competent jurisdiction, including city 

20 court, to Jllect the amount due and owing, including 

21 penalties and interest, as a debt owing the city or town." 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 625 

INTRODUCED BY HANSEN, SQUIRES, HARPER, CORNE', 

CONNELLY, MOORE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 11 AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

PENALTIES A CITY OR TOWN MAY INVOKE FOR NONPAYMENT OF A CITY 

WATER OR SEWER ASSESSMENT; PROVIDING THAT SEWER SERVICE MAY 

BE DISCONTINUED, THAT FULL PAYMENT MUST BE MADE PRIOR TO 

REESTABLISHMENT, AND THAT PAST-DUE PAYMENTS ARE A DEBT 

CQI,LECTABLE IN COURT; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-13-4305, 

7-13-4306, AND 7-13-4309, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STA~'E OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-13-4305, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-13-4305. Consumers required to pay for services. 

ill No person, firm, or corporation shall be permitted to 

use said system unless they pay the full and established 

rate for said service. 

ill____l-!o person may_h_ave service reestablished after ____!_!:_ 

~_.9_-i_?continue~ __ _pursuant to 7_-13-4306 unless they have paid 

the full amount past ___ due, any interest <?~enalty on su~ 

~t-due arnou_0_t, and any required_ reestablishment deposit." 

Section 2. Section 7-13-4306, MCA, is amended to read: 

''7-13-4306. Effect of failure to pay charges. In the 

event of nonpayment of charges for either water or sewer 
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service and benefits to any premises, the governing body may 

direct the supply of water or provision of sewe~ service to 

such premises to be discontinued until such charges are 

paid.'' 

Section 3. Section 7-13-4309, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-13-4309. Procedure to collect sewer charges. ( 1) 

The sewer charges shall be collected by the treasurer. 

(2) On or before January 15 of each year, notice shall 

be given by the city treasu~er or town clerk to the owners 

of all lots or parcels of real estate to which sewer service 

has been furnished prior to January 1 by the city or town. 

Said notice shall specify the assessment owing and in 

arrears at the time of giving such notice. Such notice shall 

be in writing and shall state the amount of such arrearage, 

including any penalty and interest assessed pursuant to the 

provisions of the city or town ordinance and that unless the 

same is paid by July 1 thereafter, the same will be levied 

as a tax against the lot or parcel of real estate to which 

sewer service was furnished and for which payment is 

delinquent as a~Jve specified. The notice shall also state 

th~~~e city or town may by suit collect pas_t--:_~~~ 

assessments, intere_st, and penalties, as a debt owing the 

city or town, in any court of compet~~t __ jurJ..sdic~_~?.~..! 

i_12__cludi~_t:_he~ty court. Such notice may be delivered to 

such owner personally or by letter addressed to such owner 

-2- HB 625 
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at the post-office address of such owner as recorded in the 

office of the county assessor. 

( 3) (a) Except as provided in subsection ( 3) (b)' on 

March 1' the city treasurer or town clerk shall certify and 

file with the county assessor a list of all lots or parcels 

6 of real estate, giving the legal description thereof, to the 

7 owners of which notices of arrearage in payments were given 

8 as above specif~ed and which arrearage still remains unpaid 

9 and stating the amount of such arrearage, including any 

10 penalty and interest. The county assessor shall insert the 

11 same as a tax against such lot or parcel of real estate. 

12 (b) In cities where the council has provided by 

13 ordinance for the collection of taxes, the city treasurer 

14 shall insert such delinquent amount, including penalty and 

15 interest, as a tax against the lot or parcel of real estate 

16 to which sewer service was furnished and payment for which 

17 is delinquent. 

18 (4} A city or town mayLin addition to pursuing the 

19 collection of assessments in the same manner ~_s a tax, bring 

20 suit in an~-~~~rt of competent jurisdiction, including city 

21 court, to collect the amount due and owing, including 

22 penalties and interest, as a debt owing the cit_y~.!- town." 

-End-

-3- HB 625 


