
HOUSE BILL NO. 605 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN, RUSSELL 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND 
REHABILITATION SERVICES 

FEBRUARY 4, 1987 

FEBRUARY 17, 1987 

FEBRUARY 18, 1987 

FEBRUARY 19, 1987 

FEBRUARY 20, 1987 

FEBRUARY 21, 1987 

MARCH 14, 1987 

MARCH 18, 1987 

MARCH 20, 1987 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 89; NOES, 0. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 49; NOES, 0. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 
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J/.llS/! BILL NO. ~ 

INTRODUCED BY 8· .6A,&.! .. f1nt '£{'~ 
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND 

REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING DISCLOSURE 

OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT RECORDS TO CERTAIN NAMED PERSONS 

AND ENTITIES; GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 

AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO ADOPT RULES ON THE DISCLOSURE 

OF SUCH RECORDS; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-3-205 AND 41-3-208, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-3-205. Confidentiality. (1) The case records of 

the department of social and rehabilitation services and its 

local affiliate, the county welfare department, the county 

attorney, and the court concernin~ actic~s taken under this 

chapter and all records concerning reports of child abuse 

and neglect shall be kept confidential except as provided by 

this section. Any person who perm1ts or encourages the 

unauthorized dissemination of their contents is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

t~t--R~eo~~~----msy----be----~~~e----by------tnte~e~~~ey 

tn~~rdi~e±pl±ne~y-ehild-proteetiv~-team~-a~-a~~ho~iz~d-ttnder 
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LC 0777/01 

4i-3-i99--€er--the--~~rpo~e~--o£--a~~e~~±n9-th~-~eed~-of-th~ 

e"~id--an~--fem±ly 7 --form~ietin9--a--treatm~nt---p±an,---~ne 

mon±tortng--the--~ian~--M~mber~--of-th~-t~am-are-reqtl±red-to 

keep-±n£ermation-abo~t-th~-~~b1eet-±ne~v~dtlai~-eon€iden~%aio 

t~t~ Records may be disclosed to a court for 

in camera 1nspection if relevant to an issue before it. The 

court may permit public disclosure if iL finds such 

disclosure to be necessary for the fair resolution of an 

issue before it. 

(3) Records may also be disclosed to the following 

persons ~r entities in this state or any other state: 

(a) a department, agency, or organization including 

federal agencies legally 9uthorized to receive, inspect, or 

~~~~ti3ate reports of child abuse o~ neglect; 

(b) a licensed youth care facility or a licensed 

child-~~ing agency thac is provid~ng services to the 

family =r child who i§ the subject of a report in the 

records; 

(c) a licensed health or mental health professional 

who is t~eati_!l.---9..£ 

{i) the family or child who is the subject of a report 

in the records; or 

{i:) another child he reasonably suspects may have been 

abused or neglec~~d; 

[d) a parent or guardian of the child who is the 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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LC 0777/01 

subject _9~ a report in the f@Cords, or other person l 

2 responsible for the child ~elfare, without disclosure of 2 

3 the identity of any person who reported or provided 3 

4 information on the alleged child abuse or neglect incident 

5 contained in the records; 5 

6 (e) a party to a court proceedt09 involving the child 6 

7 named in the records conducted under this chaoter or t-,is 7 

8 counsel of record; B 

9 (f) a child named in the records who was allegedly 9 

10 abused or neglected or his guardian ad litem; 10 

11 (g) the members of an interdisciplinary child ll 

12 protective team authorized under. 41-3-108 for the purposes 12 

13 of assessing ~the needs of the child 5-~nd family, formulating 13 

14 a treatment plan, and monitoring the plan; l4 

15 (h) a department o~ agency investigating an applicant 15 

16 for a license to operate a youth care facility, day-ca~e 16 

17 facility, or child-placing agency if the investigation is 17 

18 based on a substantiated report and the applicant is 16 

19 notified of the investigation; 19 

20 (i) an employee of the department if disclosure of the 20 

21 records is necessary for administration ~~ programs designed 21 

22 to benefit the child; 22 

23 (j) an agencv of an Indian tribe or the relatives of 23 

24 an Indian child if disclosure of t~~ records is necessary to 24 

25 meet requirements of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act; 25 

-3-

LC 0777/01 

(k) a county attorney a~ peace officer if disclosure 

is nec~ssary for ~he ir.vestigation_~r pro~ecution of a case 

involving child ab~se or ne3iect; or 

( 1) a foster care re·Jiew committee established under 

41-3-1115. 

(4) A pe~son w~c lS authorized to receive records -----

und~r this section sh.;t:Cl r:-,alr'.tain the confidentiality of the 

records and ~ay not disclcse lnformation in the records to 

anyone other than the persons described in subsection 

il~ 

t4t121 Nothing in ~r.is section is intended to affect 

the confidentiality of criminal court records or records of 

law enforcement agencies." 

Section 2. Section 41-3-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 41-3-208. Rulemaking authority. ill The department of 

social and rehabilitation services shall adopt rules to 

govern the procedures used by department personnel and by 

employees of county we:fare departments in preparing and 

processing reports and in making investigations authorized 

by this chapter or 41-3-1123. 

(2) The department may adopt rules to govern the 

disclosure of case records containing reports of child abuse 

and neglect." 

NEW SECTION. Section ]. Effective date. This act 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL 605 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

House Judiciary Committee 

This bill requires a statement of intent because it 

6 authorizes the department of social and rehabilitation 

7 services to adopt rules to govern the disclosure of case 

8 records on reports of child abuse and neglect. The 

9 legislature intends that the rules should include procedures 

10 or criteria for: 

11 (1) requesting and disclosing information in the 

12 records; 

13 (2) protecting the identity of person named in the 

14 records if rights of privacy require such protection; 

15 (3) preparing records or reports (psychological, 

16 psychiatric, and medical) written by persons other than 

17 employees of the department; 

18 (4) documenting disclosure of the records; 

19 ( 5) amending, correcting, or expunging information in 

20 the records; 

21 (6) approving or denying requests for disclosure of 

22 the records. 

~ana '-•'"'"'• cou=• 

SECOND READING 
/llJ-60S 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 605 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN, RUSSELL 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND 

REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: .,AN ACT AUTHORIZING DISCLOSURE 

OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT RECORDS TO CERTAIN NAMED PERSONS 

AND ENTITIES: GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 

AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO ADOPT RULES ON THE DISCLOSURE 

OF SUCH RECORDS: AMENDING SECTIONS 41-3-205 AND 41-3-208, 

MCA: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE ... 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-3-205. Confidentiality. {1) The case records of 

the department of social and rehabilitation services and its 

local affiliate, the county welfare department, the county 

attorney, and the court concerning actions taken under this 

chapter and all records concerning reports of child abuse 

and neglect shall be kept confidential except as provided by 

this section. Any person who permits or encourages the 

unauthorized dissemination of their contents is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

t%t--Reeo~d~----moy----be----tt~ed----by-----±n~era9eney 

interdi~e±p~±na~y-ehild-p~ot~et±ve-team~-a~-atlthorized-ttnde~ 
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HB 0605/02 

4%-3-%98--£or--~ne--ptt~po~e~--o£--a~~e~~±n~-the-needs-o£-the 

eh±id--and--£amiiy,--formttiat±n9--a--treatment---p~an7 ---an~ 

mon±to~±n9--tne--p~ano--Membe~~--o£-tne-team-are-reqttired-~o 

keep-±n£orma~ion-abottt-the-~ttb1eet-±ndiv±dttais-eon£ident~aio 

t3ti£1 Records may be disclosed to a court for 

in camera inspection if relevant to an issue before it. The 

court may permit public disclosu~e if it finds such 

disclosure to be necessary for the fair ~esolution of an 

issue befo~e it. 

{3) Reco~ds may also be disclos~d to the follow~ 

persons or entities in this state o~_any other stat~E 

~ a department, agency, or organization including 

federal agencies legally authorized to receive, inspectL or 

investigate ~~~-;-~s _.2.~ child abuse or neglect; 

(b) a licensed youth care facilit~ or a licensed 

child-placing agency that is prov~~ing services to the 

family or child who is the subk~_t ___ ~! a report in the 

£_e~_9rd~ 

(c) a licensed healt~.2! __ me0_t:E_l ____ 0._~9:._lth professional 

who is treating~ 

iii the family or child who is the subject of a ~ort 

in the recordsi or 

t i ~t -e.nothe r_- ehi ±d-he-rea ~('!Ina bi-'t -=- 3 tt 3 pee t ~ -m_~na..,~- be~ n 

a6tt~ed-~r-~@ql@et~d; 

{d) a ~~J!l or guardi~~--C?_f_ ____ Ul~~-~~~L~-~ 

-2- HB 605 
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HB 0605/02 

subject of a report in the records, or other person 

responsible for the child 1 s welfare, wit_hout disclosure of 

the identity of a~ person who reported or provided 

information on the alleged child abuse or neglect incident 

contained in the records; 

tet--e-pa~ty-to-a-eo~~t-proeeeding-in~oiving-the--eh~i~ 

name~~-±n--the--reeord~--eon~~eted-~nder-th±~-ehapter-or-hi~ 

eottn~ei-of-~eeord; 

f!l(E) a child named in the records who was allegedly 

abused or neglected or his guardian ad litem; 

t'lt(F) the members of an interdisciplinary child 

protective team authorized under 41-3-108 for the purposes 

of assessing the needs of the c~_!_ld and family, formulating 

a treatment plan, and monitoring the plan; 

tllt(G) a department or agency investiga~ing an 

applicant for a license to operate a youth care facility, 

day--care facility, or chi ld-plac_~f!9_ agency if the 

investigation is based on a substantiated r~9rt and the 

applicant is notified of the investigation; 

fi_i_(H) an employee of the department if disclosure of 

the records is necessary for administration of programs 

designed to benefit the child; 

tjt!I) an agency of an Indian _t!:__~pe or the relatives 

of an !_!l_!lian child if disclosure of the records is necessary 

to meet requirements of the federal Indian Child Welfare 
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Act; 

tkt(J) a county attorney or peace officer if 

disclosure is necessa["_y ~or the investigation or pr~~~c_!-!_'::__~_2~ 

of a case involving child abuse~~ neglect; or 

tlt(K) a foster care review committee established 

under 41-3-11l5. 

{4) A person who is au~~~rized to receive records 

under this section shall maintain th_~ ___ c:_o_nfidentiality of the 

records and may n.J_!:_ __ disclose information in the records to 

anyone other th.=. ~ __ pe!_S~_ns Uescr i bed in subsection 

(3)(a). 

t4t~ Nothing in this section is intended to affect 

the confider1tiality of criminal court records or records of 

law enforcement agencies." 

Section 2. 

"41-3-208. 

Section 41-3-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

Rulemaking authority. i!l The department of 

social and rehabilitation services shall adopt rules to 

govern the procedures used by departmenl personnel and by 

employees of county welfare departments in preparing and 

processing reports and in making investigations authorized 

by this chapter or 41-3-1123. 

(2) The departme0t may adopt rules to gover~-- the 

disclosure of case rec~rds CO_!'I_~_~_injng reports of child abuse 

and _neglect. " 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. This act is 

-4- HB 605 
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STATEIIEII'l' OF INTENT 

BOUSE BILL 605 

Bouse Judiciary Ca.sittee 

This bill requires a statement of intent because it 

6 authorizes the department of social and rehabilitation 

7 services to adopt ~ules to govern the disclosure of case 

records on reports of child abuse and neglect. The 

9 legislature intends that the rules should include procedures 

10 or criteria for: 

11 (1) requesting and disclosing .inforaation in the 

12 recorda; 

13 (2) protecting the identity of person named in the 

14 recorda if rights of privacy require such protection; 

15 (3) preparing records or reports (psychological, 

16 psychiatric, and medical) written by persons other than 

17 employees of the department; 

18 (4) documenting disclosure of the records; 

19 (5) amending, correcting, or expunging information in 

20 the records; 

21 (6) approving or denying requests for disclosure of 

22 the recorda. 

~4,.., __ ,_ 

THIRD READING 
/IIJ-60S 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 605 

INTRODUCED BY J, BROWN, RUSSELL 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND 

REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING DISCLOSURE 

OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT RECORDS TO CERTAIN NAM2D PERSONS 

AND ENTITIES; GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 

AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO ADOPT RULES ON THE DISCLOSURE 

OF SUCH RECORDS; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-3-205 AND 41-l-208, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-3-205, MCA, is a•ended to read: 

"41-3-205. Confidentiality. (1) The case records of 

the department of social and rehabilitation services and its 

local affiliate, the county welfare department, the county 

attorney, and the court concerning actions taken under this 

chapter and all records concernin9 reports of child abuse 

and neglect shall be kept confidential except as provided by 

this section. Any person who permits or encourages the 

unauthorized dissemination of their contents is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

t~t--Reco~ds----May----be----dsed----by-----tn~eraqeney 

~nterdtse~pi~ftary-eh~%d-proteetive-tea~s-as-a~~ftorized-ander 

~- .... , ..... a.uncM 
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4i-3-i98--fer--tfte--purposes--of--assessing-tfte-needa-o£-the 

ehtid--and--£ami%y7--form~iatin~--a--treatment---pieny---and 

.onttortnq--tfte--pianT--Memhers--of-the-~eam-are-reqaired-~o 

keep-inforae~ion-ahout-the-s~h;eet-individ~aia-eonfidentiai• 

t~t~ Records may be disclosed to a court for 

in camera inspection if relevant to an issue before it. The 

court may permit 

disclosure to be 

issue before it. 

public disclosure if it finds such 

necessary for the fair resolution of an 

(3) Records may also be disclosed to the following 

persons or entities in this state or ~other state: 

(a) a department, agency, or organization including 

federal agencies legally authorized to receive, inspect, or 

investigate reports of child abuse or neglect; 

(b) a licensed youth care facility or a licensed 

child-placing agency that is providing services to the 

family or child who is the subject of a report in the 

records; 

(c) a licensed health or mental health professional 

who is treating~ 

1!1 the family or child who is the subject of a report 

in the [ecords; or 

tiit-anothe~-ehild-he-rea~onabiy-snspeet~~may-ftave-been 

abttse4-er-negleete~; 

(d) a parent or guardian of the child who is the 

-2- HB 605 
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HB 0605/02 

subject of a report in the records, or other person 

responsible for the child's welfare, without disclosure of 

the identity of any person who reported or provided 

information on the alleged child abuse or neglect incident 

contained in the records; 

tet--a-pa~~r-te-a-eeurt-praceedinq-~ftYOiYing-the--ehiid 

neaed--in--the--records--eondacted-ander-this-ehapter-or-his 

counsel-of-record; 

tft(E) a child named in the records who was allegedly 

abused or neglected or his guardian ad litem; 

tgtiFI the members of an interdisciplinary child 

protective team authorized under 41-3-108 for the purposes 

of assessing the needs of the child and family, formulating 

a treatment plan, and monitoring the plan; 

tht(G) a department or ~"gl!n_<:y_ investigating an 

applicant for a license to operate a youth care facility, 

day-care facility, or child-placing agency if the 

investigation is based on a substantiated report and the 

applicant is notified .of the investigation; 

tit(H) an e•ployee of the department if disclosure of 

the records is necessary for administration of pro9rams 

designed to benefit the child; 

tjt(l) an agency of an Indian tribe or the relatives 

of an Indian child if disclosure of the records is necessary 

to meet requirements of the federal Indian Child Welfare 

-3- HB 605 
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HB 0605/02 

Act; 

tkt(J) a county attorney or peace office[ if 

disclosure is necessary for the investigation or prosecution 

of a case involving child abuse or neglect; or 

t~t(K) a foster care review committee established 

under 41-J-1115. 

(4) A person who is authorized to receive records 

under this section shall maintain the confidentiality of the 

records and may not disclose information in the records to 

anyone ather than he persons described in subsection 

(JJ(a). 

t4t~ Nothing in this section is intended to affect 

the confidentiality of criminal court records or records of 

law enforcement agencies." 

Section 2. Section 41-3-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-l-208. Rulemaking authority. 1!1 The department of 

social and rehabilitation services shall adopt rules to 

govern the procedures used by department personnel and by 

employees of county welfare departments in preparing and 

processing reports and in making investigations authorized 

by this chapter or 41-3-1123. 

j2) The department may adopt rules to govern the 

disclosure of case reCords containing reports of child abuse 

and neglect. •• 

NEW SECTION. Section J. Effective date. This act is 

-4- HB 605 
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50th Le9ialature BB 0&05/sl 
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2 
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5 

STATEIIEN'l' OF INTENT 

BOUSE BILL 605 

House Judiciary Caa.ittee 

This bill requires a statement of intent becauae it 

6 authorizes the departNent of social and rehabilitation 

7 services to adopt rules to govern the disclosure of case 

8 records on reports of child abuse and neglect. The 

9 legislature intends that the rules should include procedures 

10 or criteria for: 

11 tl) requesting and disclosing inforaation in the 

12 recorda; 

13 t2) protecting the identity of person naNed in the 

14 records if rights of privacy require such protection; 

15 tll preparing records or reports tpsychologlcal, 

16 psychiatric, and medical) written by persons other than 

17 e~loyees of the department; 

18 

19 

(4) docu•enting disclosure of the records: 

(5) amending, correcting, or expunging infor.ation in 

20 the recorda; 

21 (6) approving or denying requests for disclosure of 

22 the records. 

~ ... _._ REFERENCE BILL 
/14-60S 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 605 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN, RUSSELL 

BY REQUEST OF TBE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND 

REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING DISCLOSURE 

OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT RECORDS TO CERTAIN NAMED PERSONS 

AND ENTITIES; GRANTING AUTHORITY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 

AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO ADOPT RULES ON THE DISCLOSURE 

OF SUCH RECORDS; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-3-205 AND 41-3-208, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-3-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-3-205. Confidentiality. Cl) The case records of 

the department of social and rehabilitation services and its 

local affiliate, the county welfare department, the county 

attorney, and the court concerning actions taken under this 

chapter and all records concerning reports of child abuse 

and neglect shall be kept confidential except as provided by 

this section. Any person who permits or encourages the 

unauthorized dissemination of their contents is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

f~t--Reeer~~----~ey----ee----~sed----by-----intera9eney 

~~t~·rdiseiplinary-ehild-preteet*•e-teems-as-eatheri~ed-~nder 

~ ............ ._ 
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4i-3-i88--fer--ehe--parposes--of--as~es~~ng-~he-needs-ef-~he 

chiid--and--famiiyT--fo~•~latin~--a--tr~at•ent---pian7 ---and 

aenitor~n~--the--pianT--Members--of-the-teaa-a~e-reqaire~-to 

keep-infoTMatien-aboat-the-sabieet-individaais-eon~iden~taiT 

t~till Records may be disclosed to a court for 

in camera inspection if relevant to an issue before it. The 

court may permit public disclosure if it finds such 

disclosure to be necessary for the fair resolution of an 

issue befo~e it. 

(3) Records may also be disclosed to the following 

persons or entities in this state o~ any other state: 

(a) a department, agency, or organization including 

federal agencies legally authorize~ to receive, inspect, or 

investigate reports of child abuse or negl~ct; 

(b) a licensed youth care facility or a licensed 

child-placing agency that is providing services to the 

family or child who is the sub~ of a report in the 

records; 

(c) a licensed health or mental health professional 

who is treating~ 

t!l the faDily or chil~_who is the subject of a report 

in the records; or 

ttii-aneth~r-ehiid-ft~-P~8~e~ably-~~~peets-may-have-be~n 

abused-er-negieetee; 

(d) a pare~t or guardian of the child wh~ is the 

-2- HB 605 
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subject of a report in the ~ecords, or other person 

responsible for the child's welfare, without disclosure of 

the identity of any peraon who reported or provided 

information on the alleged child abuse or neglect incident 

contained in the records; 

tet--e-par~y-to-a-eourt-precee~ing-in•oi•ing-the--ehi!d 

na•e~--in--the--recer~s--eondaeted-ander-~his-ehapter-er-his 

eoansei-o~-reeerdT 

f!i(E) a child named in the records who was allegedly 

abused or neglected or his guardian ad litem: 

t9tl~l the •e•bets of an intetdiscip1inaty child 

protective tea• authorized under 41-3-108 for the purposes 

of assessing the needs of the child and family, foraulating 

a treatment plan, and monitoring the plan; 

tht(G) a department or agency investigating an 

applicant for a license to operate a youth care facility, 

day-care facility, or child-placing -~g_~-.!}IT if the 

investiga~ion is based on a substantiated report and the 

applicant is notified of the investigation; 

ttt(H) an employee of the department if disclosure of 

the records is necessary for administration of programs 

designed to benefit the child/ 

tit(I) an agency of an Indian tribe or the relatives 

of an Indian child if disclosure of the records is necessary 

to meet reguire•ents of the federal Indian Child Welfare 
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Act; 

t~t(J) a county attorney or peace officer if 

disclosure is necessary for the investigation or prosecution 

of a case involving child abuse or neglect; or 

t~t(K) a foster care revi~~--~E~ittee_ established 

unde< 41-3-1115. 

(4) A person who is authorized to receive records 

under this section shall maintain the confidentiality of the 

records and may not disclose information in the records to 

anyone other than the persons described in subsection 

(3)(a). 

t4t~ Nothing in this section is intended to affect 

the confidentiality of criminal court records or records of 

law enforcement agencies." 

Section 2. Section 41-3-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

•41-1-208. Rulemakinq authority. 1!l The department of 

aocial and rehabilitation services shall adopt rules to 

govern the procedures used by department personnel and by 

eaployees of county welfare departments in preparing and 

processing reports and in making investigations authorized 

by this chapte< ot 41-3-1123. 

f2} The depart.ent may adopt rules to govern the 

disclosure of case records contain_L~9 reports of child abuse 

and neglect.~ 

NEW SECTION. Section l. Effective date. This act is 
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