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STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION ON A PER CAPITA BASIS TO PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES; PROVIDING FOR ASSISTANCE BASED ON AN AMOUNT PER 

SQUARE MILE; PROVIDING FOR REIMBURSEMENT FOR INTERLIBRARY 

LOAN LENDING; PROVIDING THAT SUCH AID MAY NOT BE USED TO 

SUPPLANT LOCAL OPERATING SUPPORT OF LIBRARIES; PROVIDING FOR 

BASE GRANTS TO LOCAL LIBRARIES FOR SUPPORT OF COOPERATIVE 

SERVICES THROUGH FEDERATIONS; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; 

AMENDING SECTION 22-1-301, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Sect ion 1. State aid to public 

libraries. (1) As provided in (sections 1 through 5], the 

commission shall administer state aid to public libraries. 

The purposes of state aid are to: 

(a} broaden access to existing information by 

strengthening public libraries; 

(b) augment and extend services provided by public 

libraries; and 

(c) permit new types of library services based on 

~~ , ....... ,., C~ncM 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

. 10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0694/01 

local need. 

(2) Money appropriated for the purposes of this 

section may not be used to supplant general operating funds 

of recipient public libraries. The commission may withhold a 

distribution to a library that receives less support from a 

mill levy or local government appropriation than its average 

for the preceding 3 fiscal years if such a decrease may 

reasonably be _linked to money received or expected to be 

received. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. State aid per capita -

per square mile. The commission shall distribute grants to 

public libraries on a per capita and per square mile basis. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. State interlibrary loan 

program -- reimbursement. (1} Each Montana library eligible 

for reimbursement under this section for participation in 

the statewide interlibrary loan program must be reimbursed 

according to the rules adopted by the commission to cover 

the handling costs of each interlibrary loan whenever the 

borrowing library is located within Montana. 

( 2) Libraries eligible for interlibrary loan 

reimbursement under this section include public libraries, 

libraries operated by public schools or school districts, 

libraries operated by public colleges or universities, 

libraries operated by public agencies for institutionalized 

persons, and libraries operated by nonprofit private 
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educational or research institutions. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. State multilibrary card. The 

commission shall develop a program to allow Montana 

libraries to issue to residents a statewide multilibrary 

card as defined in 22-l-301. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Commission rulemaking 

authority. The commission may adopt rules and procedures for 

the distribution of state aid to public libraries on a per 

capita and per square mile basis, for issuance of state 

multilibrary cards, and for reimbursement for interlibrary 

loan lending. 

Section 6. Section 22-1-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"22-1-301. Be£ini-tion Definitions. Wht!-reo;oer--the--word 

ueityu--is--~sed-~n-~h±s-part 7-±t Unless otherwise_ provided, 

the following definitions apply in this part: 
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appropriated from the state general fund $2.8 million to the 

state library commission for the 1987-89 biennium to d1r~ct 

aid to iocal public libraries on a per capita and per squa=e 

mile basis, to reimburse public libraries for interlibrary 

loan lending, for reimbursement for development and issuar.ce 

of a state multilibrary card, to provide a base grant :~r 

each library to provide support for federation libraries, 

and for admiG_stration. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Codification instructiw; .. 

Sections through 5 are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 22, chapter 1, part 3, and the 

provisions of Title 22, chapter 1, part 3, apply to secli~ns 

1 through 5. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Effective date. This act is 

effective July 1, 1987. 
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( 1) "City 11 means city or town. 

(2} "Commission" means the state library corrunission. 

18 ill___"Public library" means a 1-!:_brary created under 

19 22-l-303 through 22-l-317 that p~ovides library services to 

20 the public by means of central facil-!:_ties, branch 

21 facilities 1 or bookmobiles. 

22 (4) "State multilibrary card" means one card issued to 

23 a Montana resident by a public library created under 

24 22-1-303." 

25 NEW SEC~ION. Section 7. Appropriation. There is 

-3-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB603 , as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act for state aid to public libraries; providing for a distribution of money on a per capita basis to public 
libraries; providing for assistance based on an amount per square mile; providing for reimbursement for 
interlibrary loan lending; providing such aid may not be used to supplant local operating support of libraries; 
providing for base grants to local libraries for support of federations; providing for a state multi-library card; 
providing an appropriation; amending Section 22-1-301, MCA; and providing an effective date. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. Direct aid to local libraries is computed at $1.00 per capita based on the last census of each county and 

$1.00 per square mile encompassed in each county. 
2. The amount necessary to reimburse libraries for interlibrary loan lending charges is estimated at $100,000 

a year. 
3. The estimated amount to reimburse for the statewide library card is $150,000 per year. 
4. The amount of library federation base support for each library is estimated at $1,500 a library. 
5. The amount allocated to the State Library to administer the program is estimated to be $15,000 in personal 

services and $7,918 in operating costs. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Expenditures: 
Direct aid to local libraries at $1.00 per capita 
Direct aid to local libraries at $1.00 per square mile 
Reimbursement to libraries for interlibrary loan lending 
Reimbursement to libraries for state multi-library card 

Proposed Law 
FY88 FY89 

$ 786,690 $ 786,690 
145,392 145,392 
100,000 100,000 
150,DOO 150,000 

Grants to each library for federation base support at $150 per library 195,000 195,000 
Administration 22,918 22,918 

TOTAL $1,400,000 $1,400,000 
Funding: 
General Fund $1,400,000 $1,400,000 

Revenues: 
N/A 

{)(Jp.J4 ~-D-_._.~. 4-J::id---n.n 
DAVID L. HUNTER, DENNIS NATHE, PRIMARY SPONSOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for HB603, as introduced. 

116 t.o.J 



Fiscal Note Request, HB603, as introduced. 
Form BD-15 
Page 2 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES: 
1. The maintenance of effort section within the hill means county and city funding for public libraries will 

continue at present levels and state funds will not replace local funds for library service. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
The effect on expenditures and revenues would be similar in subsequent fiscal years. 

TECHNICAL OR MECHANICAL DEFECTS IN PROPOSED LEGISLATION OR CONFLICTS WITH EXISTING LEGISLATION: 
None. · · 
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL 603 

Bouse Education and Cultural Resources Committee 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

6 section 5 grants the state library commission authority to 

7 proaulgate rules and procedures to implement state aid to 

8 public libraries on a per capita and per square mile basis, 

9 to establish a reimbursement program for interlibrary loans, 

10 and to establish a statewide multilibrary card program. 

~ ........ ,,,.,, •• C<HNOC/t 

SECOND READING 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 603 

INTRODUCED BY NATHE, GOULD, KEENAN, FRITZ, SWYSGOOD, 

GILBERT, REAM, STRATFORD, PATTERSON, PECK, HOFFMAN, MENKE, 

SQUIRES, MOORE, HARPER, O'CONNELL, THOFT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED; "AN ACT FOR STATE AID TO PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES; PROVIDING FOR A DISTRIBUTION OF MONEY BY THE 

STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION ON A PER CAPITA BASIS TO PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES; PROVIDING FOR ASSISTANCE BASED ON AN AMOUNT PER 

SQUARE MILE; PROVIDING FOR REIMBURSEMENT FOR INTERLIBRARY 

LOAN LENDING; PROVIDING THAT SUCH AID MAY NOT BE USED TO 

SUPPLANT LOCAL OPERATING SUPPORT OF LIBRARIES; PROVIDING FOR 

BASE GRANTS TO LOCAL LIBRARIES FOR SUPPORT OF COOPERATIVE 

SERVICES THROUGH FEDERATIONS; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; 

AMENDING SECTION 22-l-301, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE.'' 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. State aid to public 

libraries. (1) As provided in (sections 1 through 5], the 

commission shall administer state aid to public libraries. 

The purposes ~ state aid are to: 

(a) broaden access to existing information by 

strengthening public libraries: 

(b) augment and extend services provided by public 

~n> <og;"at;•• coomcn 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0603/02 

libraries: and 

(c) permit new types of library services based on 

local need. 

(2) Money appropriated for the purposes of this 

section may not be used to supplant general operating funds 

of recipient public libraries. The commission may withhold a 

distribution to a library that receives less support from a 

mill levy or local government appropriation than its average 

for the preceding 3 fiscal years if such a decrease may 

reasonably be linked to money received or expected to be 

received. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Stale aid per capita 

per square mile. The commission shall distribute grants to 

public libraries on a per capita and per square mile basis. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. State interlibrary loan 

program -- reimbursement. (1) Each Montana library eligible 

for reimbursement under this section for participation in 

the stat~wide interlibrary loan program must be reimbursed 

according to the rules adopted by the comm1sslon to cover 

the handling costs of each interlibrary loan whenever the 

borrowing library is located within Montana. 

(2) Libraries eligible for interlibrary loan 

reimbursement under this section include public libraries, 

libraries operated by public schools or school districts, 

libraries operated by public colleges or universities, 

-2- HB 603 
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libraries operat~d by public agencies for institutionalized 

persons, and libraries operated by nonprofit private 

educational or research institutions. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. State multilibrary card. The 

commission shall develop a program to allow Montana 

libraries to issue to residents a statewide multilibrary 

card as defined in 22-1-301. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Commission rulemaking 

authority. The commission may adopt rules and procedures for 

the distribution of state aid to public libraries on a per 

capita and per square mile basis, for issuance of state 

multilibrary cards, and for reimbursement for interlibrary 

loan lending. 

Section 6. Section 22-1-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"22-1-301. B~f~nitioft Definitions. Whereve~--th~--wo~d 

Uei~yu--~s--ueed-~ft-eftis-part,-~t Unless otherwise provided, 
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the following definitions apply in this part: 17 

(1) "City" means city or town. 

(2) 11 Commission" means the state library commission. 

20 (3) "Public library" means a library created under 

21 22-1-303 through 22-1-317 that provides library services to 

22 the public by means of central facilities, branch 

23 facilities, or bookmobiles. 

24 (4) ''State multilibrary card" means one card issued to 

25 a Montana resident by a public .library created under 
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22-1-303." 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Appropriation. There is 

appropriated from the state general fund $2.8 million to the 

state library commission for the 1987-89 biennium to direct 

aid to local public libraries on a per capita and per square 

mile basis, to reimburse pttbi±c libraries ELIGIBLE !JNDER 

(SECTION 3) for interlibrary loan lending, for reimbursement 

for development and issuance of a state rnultilibrary card, 

to provide a base grant tor each library to provide support 

for federation libraries, and for administration. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Codificat1on instruction. 

Sections 1 through 5 are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 22, chapter 1, part 3, and the 

provisions of Title 22, chapter 1, part J, apply to sections 

1 through 5. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. EffecLive date. This act is 

effective July 1, 1987. 

-End-
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