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INTRODUCED BY /&~:,~: N~ ~.,( 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAW RELATING TO QUALIFICATION OF INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION BALLOT ISSUES; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 13-27-201, 13-27-202, AND 13-27-312, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-27-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 13-27-201. Form and substance of petition generally. 

(l) A petition for the initiative, the referendum, or to 

call a constitutional convention must be substantially in 

the form provided by this chapter. Clerical or technical 

errors that do not interfere with the ability to judge the 

sufficiency of signatures on the petition do not render a 

petition void. 

(2) A petition for the initiative may concern but one 

subject, and its purpose must be clearly and definitely 

indicated. 

t~t ill Pl'!t it ion sheets may not exceed 8 1/2 x 14 

inches in size. Separate sheets of a petition may be 

fastened in sections of not more than 25 sheets. Near the 

top of t"...lCh sheel t;r1rlL1ining signdture li1h-:s must be prltLtf~d 

the title of the statute or constitutional amendment 

~'"' ""'"'""' '"-" 
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LC 1220/01 

proposed or the measure to be referred or a statement that 

the petition is for the purpose of calling a constitutional 

convention. If signature lines are printed on both the front 

and back of a petition sheet, the information required above 

must appear on both the front and back of the sheet. The 

complete text of the measure proposed or referred must be 

attached to or contained within each signature sheet if 

sheets are circulated separately. If sheets are circulated 

in sections, the complete text of the measure must be 

attached to each section. 

1!1 The text of the measure must be in the bill form 

provided in the most recent issue of the bill drafting 

manual furnished by the legislative council. Yr-~neet~--are 

cire~±a~ed--in--~eetien~,--the--eomplete-text-of-the-mee~nre 

mtts~-be-e:tte:eheft-to-eaeh-~ll!'etion•" 

Section 2. Section 13-27-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-202. Reeo!M\etldot:i:on~ Review by legislative 

council, secretary of state, and attorne~ general 

approval o£-rorm required. (l) Before submission of a sample 

sheet to the secretary of state pursuant to subsection (3), 

the following requirements must be fulfilled: 

(a) The text of the proposed measure must be submitted 

to the legislative council for review. 

(b) The council staff shall review the text for 

clarity, consistency, and any other factors the council 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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staff considers when drafting proposed legislation. 

(c) Within 14 days after submission of the text, the 

counCil staff shall make to the person submitting the text 

written recommendations for changes in the text or a 

statement that no changes are recommended. 

(d) The person submitting the text shall consider any 

such recommendations and respond in writing to the council, 

accepting, rejecting, or modifying each of the recommended 

changes. If no changes are recommended, no response is 

required. 

(2) The legislative council shall furnish a copy of 

the correspondence provided for in subsection (l) to the 

secretary of state, who shall make a copy thereof available 

to any person upon request. 

(3) Before a petition may be circulated for 

signatures, a sample sheet containing the text of the 

proposed measure must be submitted to the secretary of state 

in the form in which it will be circulated. The sample 

petition may not be submitted to the secretary of state more 

than 1 year prior to the final date for filing the signed 

petition with the secretary of state. The secretary of state 

shall refer a copy of the petition sheet to the attorney 

general for his approval. 

attorney general must 

The secretary of state and 

each review the petition for 

~ttf£iete"ey-a~--~e--£orm conformance with the state and 
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federal constitutions and this chapter and approve or reject 

the Eorm-er-tne petition, stating the reasons for rejection, 

if any. 

(4) The secretary of state shall review the comments 

and statements of the attorney general received pursuant to 

13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or 

rejection of the ~erm-e~-th~ petition. The secretary of 

state shall send written notice to the person who submitted 

the petition sheet of the approval within 28 days after 

submission of the petition sheet. The secretary of state 

shall send written notice if the petition has been rejected, 

together with reasons for rejection, within 14 days after 

submission of the petition sheet. If rejected, the petition 

may be revised and resubmitted or the proponents may ~~1.~-~~ 

action in the district court challenging the reasons for 

rejection in the manner provided in 13-27-316.'' 

Section 3. Section 13-27-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general --

preparation of statements fiscal note. (1) Upon receipt 

of a petition from the office of the secretary of state 

pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney general shall examine 

the petition 8~-~e-rorm for conformance with the state and 

federal constitutions and this chapter and, if the proposed 

ballot issue has an effect on the revenues, expenditures, or 

the fiscal liability of the state, shall order a fiscal note 

-4-
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incorporating an estimate of such effect, the substance of 

which must substantially comply with the provisions of 

5-4-205. The budget director, in cooperation with the agency 

or agencies affected by the petition, is responsible for 

preparing the fiscal note and shall return it within 6 days 

unless the attorney general, for good cause shown, extends 

the time for completing the fiscal note. If the petition 

torm is approved, the attorney general shall endeavor to 

seek out parties on both sides of the issue and obtain their 

advice. The attorney general may, if he deems it necessary, 

appoint--a--f~v~-m~mber designate a three-member committeeL 

consisting of himself, the secretary of state, and the legal 

services director of the legislative council to recommend 

the statement of purpose and the statement of the 

implications of the measure. ~he-eommi~tee-~hall-eo~s~s~--of 

~wo--person~--reeommended-by-the-person-£±~±~~-the-pe~*tion, 

two--per~ons--known--~o--oppose---~he---mea~ure;---anft---one 

representat±¥e--o£-the-attorney-~eneral~s-off±ee,-whe-±s-the 

ehairmeno The committee shall, within 14 days of appointment 

and after public hearing, meet-a~e recommend by a vote of a 

majority of the committee: 

(a) a statement, not to exceed 100 words, explaining 

the purpose of the measure; and 

(b) statements, not to exceed 25 words each, 

explaining the implications of a vote for and a vote against 
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the measure. 

t~~--~he-atterney-~eneral-may-aeeept,-~e1ee~,-or-modi£y 

the---statement~---~eeommended--by--the--eomm±ttee.--Tf--the 

eomm±ttee-is-ttnable-to-reeommend-one-or-both-statements,-the 

attorney-gener~~-~hall-prepa~e-the-~tetement~~ 

t371ll The attorney general shall prepare a fiscal 

statement of no more than 50 words if a fiscal note was 

prepared for the proposed ballot issue, such statement to be 

used on the petition and ballot if the measure is placed on 

the ballot. 

t4ti!1 The statement of purpose and the statements of 

implication must express the true and impartial explanation 

of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood 

language and may not be arguments or written so as to create 

prejudice for or against the measure. 

t5ti!l The statement of purpose prepared pursuant to 

subsection (1) o~--ti7, unless altered by a court under 

13-27-316, is the petition title for the measure circulated 

by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is 

placed on the ballot. 

t6t~ The statements of implication shall be placed 

beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a 

manner similar to the following example: 

[]FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years 

of age 
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[)AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 

years of age 

t~t~ If the petition is rejected as-~o-£o~m, the 

4 attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary 

5 of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the 

6 attorney general. If the petition is approved as--to--form, 

7 the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose, 

8 the statements of implication, and the fiscal statement, if 

9 applicable, to the secretary of state within 21 days after 

10 receipt of the petition by the attorney general." 

-End-
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