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;t:;~ BILL NO . ..f~ ~..f _../J)/cll«LlL ( ~~eA~'(ll "''& l INTRODUCED BY 

/! . '-

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

CREATION OF A FIRE SERVICE DISTRICT WITHIN A COUNTY TO 

PROVIDE CAPITAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXISTING FIRE SERVICES OR TO 

CONTRACT FOR FIRE SERVICES FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE 

DISTRICT; AND PROVIDING THAT THE DISTRICT BE FUNDED BY RATES 

CHARGED TO BENEFITED STRUCTURES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Fire service district -- establishment. (1) 

The board of county commissioners may establish one or more 

fire service districts in the county to provide the services 

and equipment set forth in {section 2}. 

(2) To establish a district, the board shall: 

(a) pass a resolution of intent to form the district, 

with notice as provided in 7-l-2121; 

(b) hold a public hearing no earlier than 30 or later 

than 90 days after passage of the resolution of intentj 

{c) at the public hearing: 

(i) accept written protests from property owners of 

the area of the proposed district; and 

{ii) receive general protests and comments relating to 

the establishment of the district and its boundaries, rates, 
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service levels, or any other matter relating to the proposed 

district; and 

(e) pass a resolution creating the district unless by 

the date set for the public hearing more than 50\ of the 

property owners of the proposed district protest its 

creation. 

(3) Based on t_estimony received in the public hearing, 

the board in the resolution creating the district may 

establish different boundaries, establish a different fee 

schedule than proposed, or change the manner in which the 

district will provide_ services to its residents. 

(4) The board of county commissioners may alter the 

boundaries or dissolve a fire service district, using the 

same procedures required for the creation of a district. Any 

existing indebtedness of a district that is dissolved 

remains the responsibility of the owners of property within 

the district. 

Section 2. District services. A fire service district 

created pursuant to [section 11 may provide residents of the 

district with: 

(a) fire equipment, housing for the equipment, and 

related maintenance, for use by a fire service agency 

providing service to the area: or 

(b} fire protection by contracting for the services of 

a fire service agency. 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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1 Section 3. Financing of district -- fee on structures. 

2 (1} In the resolution creating the district and by 
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resolution as necessary thereafter, the board of county 

commissioners shall establish a schedule of rates to be 

charged owners of structures that are benefited by the fire 

services offered by the district. 

(2) The rates must be applied on 

basis to all classes of structures 

district. 

a fair and equal 

benefited by the 

(3) The board of county commissioners shall collect 

11 the funds necessary to operate the district by charging the 

12 district rate as a special assessment on the owners of 

13 structures and collect the assessments with the general 

14 taxes of the county. The assessments are a lien on the 

15 property so assessed. 

16 (4) The board of county commissioners may pledge the 

17 income of the district to secure financing necessary to 

18 procure fire equipment and buildings to house fire 

19 equipment. The outstanding amount of such indebtedness may 

20 not exceed 7% of the assessed valuation of the district. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 579 

APPROVED BY COMM. 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

INTRODUCED BY COBB, PISTORIA 

0 1 CONNELL, MANUEL, MEYERS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: '"AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

CREATION OF A FIRE SERVICE BfS'!'Rte'i' AREA WITHIN 

UNINCORPORATED AREAS NOT PART OF A RURAL FIRE DISTRICT IN A 

COUNTY TO PROVIDE CAPITAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXISTING FIRE 

SERVICES OR TO CONTRACT FOR FIRE SERVICES FOR THE PROTECTION 

OF THE BfS'i'Rfe'l' AREA; AND PROVIDING THAT THE BfS'i'Rfe'i' AREA 

BE FUNDED BY RATES CHARGED TO BENEFITED STRUCTURES.'" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Fire service distr~et-: AREA 

establishment. (l) The board of county commissioners may 

establish one or more fire service di~t~~et~-in AREAS WITHIN 

UNINCORPORATED AREAS NOT PART OF A RURAL FIRE DISTRICT IN 

the county to provide the services and equipment set forth 

in [section 2]. 

(2) To establish a distriet fiRE SERVICE AREA, the 

board shall: 

(a) pass a resolution of intent to form the distriet 

AREA, with ~f notice as provided in 7-1-2121 ~~p_WRI'TTEN 

NOTICE AS PROVIDED IN 7-1-2122; 

(b) hold a public hearing no earlier than 30 or later 
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than 90 days after passage of the resolution of intent; 

(c) at the public hearing: 

(i) accept written protests from property owners of 

the area of the proposed d~striee AREA; and 

(ii) receive general protests and comments relating to 

the establishment of the di~~~iet FIRE SERVICE AREA and its 

boundaries, rates, service levels, or any other matter 

relating to the proposed dist~iet FI~~ SERVICE AREA; and 

(e) pass a resolution creating the di~eriet FIRE 

SERVICE AREA. THE AREA IS CREAT~D EFFECTIVE 60 DAYS AFTER 

PASSAGE OF THE RESOLUTION unless by the !~-A~ date ~et--£o~ 

the--p~biie--n~ari~9 more than 50% of the property owners of 

the proposed di~t~iet FIRE SERVICE AREA protest its 

creation. 

{3) Based on testimony received in the public hearing, 

the board in the resolution creating the d~~t~iet FIRE 

SERVICE AREA may establish different boundaries, establish a 

different fee schedule than proposed, or change the manner 

in which the Oi~t~iet AREA will provide services to its 

residents. 

(4) The board of county commissioners may alter the 

boundaries or dissolve a fire service distriet AREA, using 

the same procedures required for the creation of a distr~et 

FIRE ~ERYIT~~REA. Any existing indebtedness of a d±~tr-±ct 

FIRE SERVICE AREA that is dissolved remains the 

-2- HB 5"19 
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responsibility of the owners of property within the dis~riet 

AREA. 

Section 2. Sistriet AREA services. A fire service 

d±st:riet AREA created pursuant to (section l] may prov. !~ 

residents of the dl::!ltriet AREA with: 

(a) fire equipment, housing for the equipment, and 

related maintenance, for use by a fire service agency 

providing service to the area; or 

(b) fire protection by contracting for the services of 

10 a fire service agency. 

ll 

12 

Section 3. Financing of d~~t~i~t FIRE SERVICE AREA --

fee on structures. (1) In the resolution creating the 

13 di~t:riet FIRE SE~VICE AREA and by resolution as necessary 

14 thereafter, the board of county commissioners shall 

15 establish a schedule of rates to be charged owners of 

16 structures that are benefited by the fire services offered 

17 by the di~triet FIRE SERVICE AREA. 

18 (2} The rates must be applied on a fair and equal 

19 basis to all classes of structures benefited by the di~triet 

20 FIRE SERVICE AREA. 

21 (3) The board of county commissioners shall collect 

22 the funds necessary to operate the d±5triet FIRE SERVICE 

23 AREA by charging the di~triet AREA rate as a special 

24 assessment on the owners of structures and collect the 

25 assessments with the general taxes of the county. The 

-3- HB 579 
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assessments are a lien O[l the property s~ assessed. 

(4) The board of county commis~~uners may pledge the 

income of the d±~tr±et FIRE SERVICE AREA to secure financing 

necessary to procure fire equipment and buildings to house 

fire equipme11t. The outstanding amount of ~uch indebtedness 

may not exceed 7\ of tl1e assessed valuat~on 0f the d±5t~ict 

AREA. 

-End-

-4- HB 579 
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HOUSE BILL NO, 579 

INTRODUCED BY COBB, PISTORIA 

O'CONNELL, MANUEL, MEYERS 

A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED! "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

CREATION OF A FIRE SERVICE BfS'I'Rfl!'l' AREA WITHIN 

UNINCORPORATED AREAS NOT PART OF A RURAL FIRE DISTRICT IN A 

COUNTY TO PROVIDE CAPITAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXISTING FIRE 

SERVICES OR TO CONTRACT FOR FIRE SERVICES FOR THE PROTECTION 

OF THE BfS'I'Rfe'l' AREA; AND PROVIDING THAT THE BfB'I'Rfe'l' AREA 

BE FUNDED BY RATES CHARGED TO BENEFITED STRUCTURES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Fire service d!:s~riet: AREA 

establishment. (1) The board of county commissioners may 

establish one or more fire service d±striees-±n AREAS WITHIN 

UNINCORP9RATED AREAS NOT PART OF A RURAL FIRE DISTRICT IN 

the county to provide the services and equipment set forth 

in [section 2]. 

(2) To establish a distroet FIRE SERVICE AREA, the 

board shall: 

(a) pass a resolution of intent to form the dist~ie~ 

AREA, with PUBL!~ notice as provided in 7-1-2121 AND WRITTEN 

NOT_!f~_~_PROVIDED IN 7-l-2122; 

(b) hold a public hearing no earlier than 30 or later 

~nalog..,a<,.ocounci< 
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than 90 days after passage of the resolution of intent: 

(c) at the public hearing: 

(i) accept written protests from property owners of 

the area of the proposed district AREA~ and 

(ii) receive general protests and comments relating to 

the establishment of the dis~rie~ FIRE SERVICE AREA and its 

boundaries, rates, service levels, or any other matter 

relating to the proposed di~~~iet FIRE SERVICE AREA; and 

{e) pass a resolution creating the dis~riet FIRE 

SERVICE AREA. THE AREA IS CREATED EFFECTIVE 60 DAYS AFTER 

PASSAGE OF THE RESOLUTION unless by the THAT date set--fer 

the--p~blie--heariftg more than 50\ of the property owners of 

the proposed distroet FIRE SERVICE AREA protest its 

creation .. 

(3) Based on testimony received in the public hearing, 

the board in the resolution creating the dis~~tet FIRE 

SERVICE AREA may establish different boundaries, establish a 

different fee schedule than proposed, or change the manner 

in which the district AREA will provide services to its 

residents. 

(4) The board of county commissioners may alter the 

boundaries .or dissolve a fire service 8*s~rict AREA, using 

the same procedures required for the creation of a district 

FIRE SERVICE AREA. Any existing indebtedness of a d~st~tet 

FIRE SERVICE AREA that is dissolved [@mains the 

-2- HB 579 
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responsibility of the owners of property within the dis~riet 

AREA. 

Section 2. Bi~triet AREA services. A fire service 

~ist:rt:et: AR~ created pursuant to [section 1) may prov,.Je 

residents of the di~tr~et AREA with: 

(a) fire equipment, housing for the equipment, and 

related maintenance, for use by a fire service agency 

providing service to the area; or 

{b) fire protection by contracting for the services of 

a fire service agency. 

Section 3. Financing 

fee on structures. (1) In 

of dtstriet FIRE SERVICE AREA -­

the resolution creating the 

distriet FIRE SERVICE 

thereafter, the board 

establish a schedule 

AREA and by resolution as necessary 

of county commissioners shall 

of rates to be charged owners of 

16 structures that are benefited by the fire services offered 

17 by the di8triet FIRE SERVICE AREA. 

18 (2) The rates must be applied on a fair and equal 

19 basis to all classes of structures benefited by the district 

20 FIRJL~f':_l!';'!f::E AREA. 

21 (3) The board of county commissioners shall collect 

22 the funds necessary to operate the ~tstriet FIRE SERVICE 

23 AREA by charging the distriet AREA rate as a special 

24 assessment on the owners of structures and collect the 

25 assessments with the general taxes of the county. The 

-3- HB 579 
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assessments are a lien on the property so assessed. 

(4) The board of county commissioners may pledge the 

income of the d~~tr~et FIRE SERVICE AREA to secure financing 

necessary to procure fire equipment and buildings to house 

fire equipment. The outstanding amount of such indebtedness 

may not exceed 7\ of the assessed valuation of the d±ett"i-et 

AREA. 

-End-

-4~ HB 579 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 579 

INTRODUCED BY COBB, PISTORIA 

O'CONNELL, MANUEL, MEYERS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE 

CREATION OF A FIRE SERVICE B%STR%€T AREA WITHIN 

UNINCORPORATED AREAS NOT PART OF A RURAL FIRE DISTRICT IN A 

COUNTY TO PROVIDE CAPITAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXISTING FIRE 

SERVICES OR TO CONTRACT FOR FIRE SERVICES FOR THE PROTECTION 

OF THE B%STR'f€T AREA; AND PROVIDING THAT THE B%STR%€T AREA 

BE FUNDED BY RATES CHARGED TO BENEFITED STRUCTURES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Fire service district AREA 

establishment. (1) The UPON RECEIPT OF A PETITION SIGNED BY 

AT LEAST 30 OWNERS OF REAL PROPERTY IN THE PROPOSED SERVICE 

AREA, OR BY A MAJORITY OF THE OWNERS OF REAL PROPERTY IF 

THERE ARE NO MORE THAN 30 OWNERS OF REAL PROPERTY IN THE 

PROPOSED SERVICE AREA, THE board of county commissioners may 

establish ene-er-more ~ fire service district~-ift ~RBAS AREA 

WITHIN AN UNINCORPORATED ARBAS AREA NOT PART OF A RURAL FIRE 

DISTRICT IN the county to provide the services and equipment 

set forth in (section 2}. 

(2) To establish a ~~~triet FIRE SERVICE AREA, the 

board shall: 
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(a) pass a resolution of intent to form the dist:riet 

AREA, with PUBLIC notice as provided in 7-1-2121 AND WRITTEN 

NOTICE AS PROVIDED IN 7-l-2122; 

(b) hold a public hearing no earlier than 30 or later 

than 90 days after passage of the resolution of intent; 

(c) at the public hearing: 

(i) accept written protests from property owners of 

the area of the proposed distrie~ ~EA; and 

(ii) receive general'protests and comments relating to 

the establishment of the d±s~riet FIRE SERVICE AREA and its 

boundaries, rates, service levels, or any other matter 

relating to the proposed d±str±et FIRE SERVICE AREA: and 

tetiQl pass a resolution creating the di~triet FIRE 

SERVICE AREA. THE AREA IS CREATED EFFECTIVE 60 DAYS AFTER 

PASSAGE OF THE RESOLUTION unless by the THAT date ~et-eor 

the-p~8~ie-heariftq more than 50% of the property owners of 

the proposed distriet FIRE SERVICE __ AREA protest its 

creation. 

(3) Based on testimony received in the public hearing, 

the board in the resolution creating the distriet FIRE 

SERVICE AREA may establish different boundaries, establish a 

different fee schedule than proposed, or change the manner 

in which the di~trie~ ~REA will provide services to its 

residents. 

(4) The board of county commissioners may alter the 

-2- HB 579 
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boundaries or dissolve a fire service district AREA, using 

the same procedures required for the creation of a distriet 

FIRE SERVICE AREA. Any existing indebtedness of a district 

FIRE SERVICE AREA that is dissolved remains the 

responsibility of the owners of property within the district 

AREA, AND ANY ASSETS REMAINING AFTER ALL INDEBTEDNESS HAS 

BEEN SATISFIED MUST BE RETURNED TO THE OWNERS OF PROPERTY 

WITHIN THE AREA. 

Section 2. Btstriet ~ services. A fire service 

dietriet AREA created pursuant to (section 1] may provide 

residents of the distriet AREA with: 

tatl!l fire ~quipment, housing for the equipment, and 

related maintenance, for use by a fire service agency 

providing service to the area; or 

tbtill fire protection by contracting for the services 

of a fire service agency. 

SECTION 3. OPERATION OF FIRE DISTRICTS. (1) WHENEVER 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HAS ESTABLISHED A FIRE 

SERVICE AREA, THE COMMISSIONERS MAY: 

(A) GOVERN AND MANAGE THE AFFAIRS OF THE AREA; OR 

(B) APPOINT FIVE QUALIFIED TRUSTEES TO GOVERN AND 

MANAGE THE AFFAIRS OF THE AREA. 

(2) IF THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINT TRUSTEES UNDER 

SUBSECTION (1), THE PROVISIONS OF 7-33-2105 AND 7-33-2106 

SHALL APPLY, EXCEPT THAT THE TRUSTEES SHALL PREPARE ANNUAL 

-3- HB 579 
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BUDGETS AND REQUEST A SCHEDULE OF RATES THEREFOR. 

Section 4. Financing of dist~iet FIRE SERVICE AREA -­

fee on structures. (1) In the resolution creating the 

district FIRE SERVICE AREA and by resolution as necessary 

thereafter~ the board of county commissioners shall 

establish a schedule of rates to be charged owners of 

structures that are benefited by the fire services offered 

by the eistriet FIRE SERVICE AREA. 

(2) The rates must be applied on a fair and equal 

basis to all classes of structures benefited by the diet~iet 

FIRE SERVICE AREA. 

(3) The board of county commissioners shall collect 

the funds necessary to operate the district FIRE SERVICE 

AREA by charging the d±striet AREA rate as a special 

assessment on the owners of structures and collect the 

assessments with the general taxes of the county. The 

assessments are a lien on the property so assessed. 

(4) The board of county commissioners OR THE TRUSTEES, 

IF THE COMMISSIONERS HAVE APPOINTED TRUSTEES UNDER [SECTION 

lJL may pledge the income of the dis~ric~ FIRE SERVICE AREA 

to secure financing necessary to procure fire equipment and 

buildings to house fire equipment. The outstanding amount of 

such indebtedness may not exceed 7% of the asee~e~d TAXABLE 

valuation of the dietr~et AREA. 

-End-

-4- HB 579 
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MR. PRESIDENT 
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We, your committee on. 
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third 
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color 

Cobb (Walker) 
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Na .. 

ALLOW CREATION OF FIRE SERVICE AREAS--FEES FOR CERTAIN RURAL FIRE 
SERVICES 

Aespeclfully report as follows: That 

BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS; 
Ho.use Bil.l. 

1. Page 1, line 15. 
Following: . ., ( l) " 
Strike: "The" 
Insert: "Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 30 

owners of real property in the proposed service area, 
or by a majority of the own~rs of real property if 
there are no more than 30 owners of real property in 
the proposed service area, the'' 

2. Page 1, line 16. 
Following: "establish" 
Str1ke: "one or more" 
Insert: "a •• 
Following: "6.~!!t:r:'tets-;;a" 
Strike: "AREAS 11 

Insert: "area 
Following: " WITHIN" 
Insert: "an" ___ _ 

3. Page 1, line 17. 
Following: "UNINCORPORATED" 
Strike: "AREAS" 
Insert: "area-rr-

4. Page 2, line 9. 
Strike: "(e)" 
Insert: "(d)" 
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5. Page 3, line 2. 
Following: ··~· 

March 12, 

liB 579 

Insert: '', and any assets remaining after all indebtedness 
has been satisfied must be returned to the owners of 
property within the area•• 

6. Page 
Strike: 
Insert: 

3, line 6. 
.. (a) n 

II (1) II 

7. Page 3, line 9. 
Strike: •• (b) " 
Insert: "(2)" 

B. Page 3, following line 10. 
Insert: ''Section 3. Operation of fire districts. (1) 

Whenever the board of county commissioners has 
established a fire service area, the commissioners may: 

(a) govern and manage the affairs of the area; or 

(b) appoint five qualified trustees to govern and 
manage the affairs of the area. 

(2} If the commissioners appoint trustees under 
subsection (1), the provisions of 7-33-2105 and 
7-33-2106 shall apply, except that the trustees shall 
prepare annual budgets and request a schedule of rates 
therefor." 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

9. Page 4, line 2. 
Following: "commissioners" 
Insert: "or the trustees, if the conunissioners have 

appointed trustees under [section 3]," 

10. Page 4, line 6. 
Following: "7% of the" 
Strike: ''assessed'' 
Insert: ''taxable'' 

87 
19 

AND AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN / 4q_,_:_~---L;:/'sinator Cnp~/ 


