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~BY 
B1Ai:: .·) 

~ ),, _ _1 
Cc'c\ fo~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING PRIVATE 

LANDOWNERS AND OWNERS OF RESIDENCES ON PUBLIC LAND THAT ARE 

SERVED BY A FIRE COMPANY IN AN UNINCORPORATED TOWN OH 

VILLAGE TO PETITION FOR A FLAT RATE FEE TO SUPPORT THE FIRE 

COMPANY; PROVIDING A PROCEDURE TO CHANGE OR ABOLISH THE FLAT 

RATE FEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THF. STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Petition for flat rate fee -- amount of fee 

petition to change or abolish fee. ( 1 I If a petition 

signed by 50% or more uf the uwners of private land and 

owners of residential units on puolic land within the 

boundaries of the protected area served by a fire company 

organized under 7-33-2311 specifically reque~t~ tt1e board of 

county commissioners to do so, the board shall collect a 

special annual flat rate fee from each owner of private land 

and each owner of a residential unit on public land w1thin 

the boundaries of the protected area. ·rhe board shall verify 

the petition and signatures and ensure that only owners that 

wil. be subJect to the fee signed ~he petition. '1'he fpp 

mL3t be ccllected in the ma..r.ner ::hat county ta..xe~:> c.~:e 

collected and must be deposited for thP ~1se of the fire 
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company to help maintain the fire company. 

(2) The flat rate fee must be !~vied on: 

(a) each residential unit; 

(b) each farm or ranch; 

(c) each business; and 

(d) land containing no residential unit, farm, ranch, 

or business. 

( 3 I A farm or ranch with only one residential unit may 

not be asscssert both as a farm or ranch and as a residential 

unit. An owner of noncontiguous parcels of land contain1ng 

no resiOPntial unit, farm, ranch, or business may be 

assessed only one fee. 

( 4 I The flat rate fee for eacn year must be computed 

by: 

(a·) deducting from the total projected dnnual 

uperacing costs the money thP fire company expects to have 

on hand at the beginning of the year and expects to receive 

during the year Erum all other sources; and 

(b) dividing the remaining amount by the total number 

of fees to be as~essed under subsection {2). 

( 5) lf the board receives a petition signed by ~0% or 

more of the owners of private land and ow11ers of reside~tlal 

units on public land w1thin lhe bOtJnrl.aries of. Lhc protected 

area, the flat r3te :ee prc:;.,v1Ce1.] !Ji' t :t1s ,;.=>c:::1on !llL.Jt he 

abolished, set at a pdrticular amot1nt, or limited to a 
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l particular maximum amount by the bodrd as requested in the 

2 petition. The board shall verify the petition and 

3 signatures and ensure that only vwners subject to the fee 

signed the petition. 4 

5 Section 2. Effect:ve date. This act 

6 passage and approval. 

-End-
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