
HOUSE BILL NO. 340 

INTRODUCED BY DONALDSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 21, 1987 

FEBRUARY 17, 1987 

FEBRUARY 18, 1987 

FEBRUARY 19, 1987 

FEBRUARY 20, 1987 

FEBRUARY 21, 1987 

FEBRUARY 23, 1987 

FEBRUARY 24, 1987 

FEBRUARY 25, 1987 

MARCH 2, 1987 

MARCH 23, 1987 

MARCH 26, 1987 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
FOR THE DAY. 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
FOR THE DAY. 

ON MOTION, CONSIDERATION PASSED 
FOR THE DAY. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 85; NOES, 10. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 



MARCH 28, 1987 

APRIL 7, 1987 

APRIL 8, 1987 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 47; NOES, 3. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 
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INTRODUCED BY ~BILL NO. ~ GO==="' "' 
BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE METHOD OF 

CALCULATING THE AVERAGE NUMBER BELONGING OF A SCHOOL 

DISTRICT FOR SCHOOL FUNDING PURPOSES; AND AMENDING SECTION 

20-9-311, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-311. Calculation of average number belonging 

(ANB). (1) Average number belonging shall be computed by 

determining the total of the aggregate days of attendance by 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils during the current 

school fiscal year plus the aggregate days of absence by 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils during the current 

school fiscal year and by dividing such total by 180. 

However, when a school district has approval to operate less 

than 180 school days under 20-9-804, such total shall be 

calculated in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-805. 

Attendance for a part of a morning session or a part of an 

afternoon session by a pupil shall be counted as attendance 

for one-ha~f day. In calculating the ANB for pupils enrolled 

in a program established under 20-7-117 prior to January 1, 
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1974, or pursuant to 20-7-117(1}, attendance at or absence 

from a regular session of the program for at least 2 hours 

of either a morning or an afternoon session will be counted 

as one-half of a day attended or absent as the case may be. 

If a variance has been granted as provided in 20-1-302, ANB 

will be computed in a manner prescribed by the 

superintendent of public instruction, but in no case shall 

the ANB exceed one-half for each kindergarten pupil. When 

any pupil has been absent, with or without excuse, for more 

than 10 consecutive school days, including 

pupil-instruction-related days, his absence after the lOth 

day of absence shall not be included in the aggregate days 

of absence and his enrollment in the school shall not be 

considered in the calculation of the average number 

belonging until he resumes attendance at school. 

(2) If a student spends less than half his time in the 

regular program and the balance of his time in school in the 

special education program, he shall be considered a 

full-time special pupil but shall not be considered 

regularly enrolled for ANB purposes. If a student spands 

half or more of his time in school in the regular program 

and the balance of his time in the special education 

program, he shall be considered regularly enrolled for ANB 

purposes. 

(3) The average number belonging of the regularly 

~2~ INTRODUCED BILL 
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enrolled, full-time pupils for the public schools of a 

district ~he%i-be-cale~late~-±nft~vid~eliy-for--eaeh--sehoel, 

exeep~-~ha~-when~ 

tat--mere--than--one-schoe%-eE-a-distriet 7 -other-than-a 

j~nior-h~gh-seheo%-±n-an-eiementary-d±str±et-which-hae--been 

approved--and-aeered±ted-as-a-;nnior-high-sehooi7-±s-loeated 

within-the-±neorporated--lim±t~--of--a--e±ty--or--town7--the 

averaqe-n~mber-beion~±ng-o£-stteh-sehools-shaii must be based 

on the aggregate of all the regularly enrolled, full-time 

pupils attending stteh the schools of the district, except 

that when: 

{a) a school of the district is located within 3 miles 

beyond the incorporated limits of a city or town, all of the 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils of the school must be 

calculated individually for ANB purposes; 

(b) a junior high school which has been approved and 

accredited as a junior high school is located within the 

incorporated limits of a city or town in which a high school 

is located, all of the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

of the junior high school shall be considered as high school 

district pupils for the purposes of calculating the average 

number belonging of the high schools located within the 

23 incorporated limits of such city or town; 

24 {c) a middle school has been approved and accredited, 

25 in which case pupils below the 7th grade shall be considered 
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elementary school pupils for ANB purposes and the 7th and 

8th grade pupils shall be considered high school pupils for 

ANB purposes~ or 

(d) a school has not been accredited by the board of 

public education, the regularly en~olled, full-time pupils 

attending the nonaccredited school shall not be eligible for 

average number belonging calculation purposes, nor will an 

average number belonging for the nonaccredited school be 

used in deteunining the foundation program 

district. 

for such 

(4) When 11th or 12th grade students are regularly 

enrolled on a part-time basis, high schools may calculate 

the ANB to include an 11 equivalent ANB" for those students. 

The method for calculating an equivalent ANB shall be 

determined in a manner prescribed by the superintendent of 

public instruction.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the superintendent of public 

instruction to make rules on the subject of the provisions 

of this act is extended to the provisions of this act. 

-End-

-4-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE BILL NO. 340 

INTRODUCED BY DONALDSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE METHOD OF 

CALCULATING THE AVERAGE NUMBER BELONGING OF A SCHOOL 

DISTRICT FOR SCHOOL FUNDING PURPOSES; ANB AMENDING SECTION 

20-9-311, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY' DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-311. Calculation of average number belonging 

(ANB). {1) Average number belonging shall be computed by 

determining the total of the aggregate days of attendance by 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils during the current 

school fiscal year plus the aggregate days of absence by 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils during the current 

school fiscal year and by dividing such total by 180. 

However, when a school district has approval to operate less 

than 180 school days under 20-9-804, such total shall be 

calculated in accc-.rdance with the provisions of 20-9-805. 

Attendance for a part of~a morning session or a part of an 

afternoon session by a pupil shall be counted as attendance 

for one-half day. In calculating the ANB for pupils enrolled 

in a program established under 20-7-117 prior to January lr 
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1974, or pursuant to 20-7-117(1), attendance at or absence 

from a regular session of the program for at least 2 hours 

of either a morning or an afternoon session will be counted 

as one-half of a day attended or absent as the case may be. 

If a variance has been granted as provided in 20-1-302, ANB 

will be computed in a manner prescribed by the 

superintendent of public instruction, bul in no case shall 

the ANB exceed one-half for each kindergarten pupil. When 

any pupil has been absent, with or without excu~e, for more 

than 10 consecutive school days, including 

pupil-instruction-related days, his absence after the lOth 

day of absence shall not be included in the aggregate days 

of absence and his enrollment in the school shall not be 

considered in the calculation of the average number 

belonging until he resumes attendance at school. 

(2) If a student spends less than half his time in the 

regular program and the balance of his Lime in school in the 

special education program, he shall be considered d 

full-time special pupil but shall not be considered 

regularly enrolled for ANB purposes. If a st11dent spends 

half or more of his time in school in the regular program 

and the balance of his time lll the special education 

program, he shall be considered regularly enrolled for ANB 

purposes. 

13) The averdge number belonging of the regularly 

-2- Hll 340 

SECOND READING 
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enrolled, full-time pupils for the public schools of a 

district sha±l-be-eaie~i8~~d-±ndi¥id~ally-Eor--~8eh--seheoi, 

exee~t-thet-when~ 

tet--more--then--one-~ehool-or-a-d~~triet7 -other-then-a 

jttn±or-hi9h-5ehoo!-in-an-el~mentary-d±striet-wh±eh-h~5--been 

appro¥ed--and-aeeredited-a~-e-jttnior-hi9h-sehoo±,-i~-±oeated 

within-the-ineorporated--limits--oE--a--e±ty--or--town 7 --the 

everage-nttmber-beion9ing-or-~tteh-sehoo±s-shail must be based 

on the aggregate of all the regularly enrolled, full-time 

pupils attending st2el"l: the schools .s:!~-~--_district, exce£l 

that when: 

1~ school of the dist~ict is located within ~~ 

THAN 3 miles beyond the incorporated limits of a city or 

town Qg__FHO~NOTHER SCHOOL OF THE DISTRICT, all of the 

regula£_!_y__~~olled,, full-time pupils of the school must be 

c~lculated individually for A~~; 

{b) a junior high school whie~ has been approved and 

accredited as a junior high school i~--roeat~a--with±n--the 

ineorporated-limit~-o£-a-eity-or-·town-in-wh±eh-a·-high-~ehooi 

i~--loeat~~, all of the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

of the junior high school shall be considered as high school 

district pupils for the ANB purposes o£--ealctllatin9--th~ 

8Ve~age--n~mber-belon9~n9-of-the-hi9h-~ehool~-loe6ted-within 

the-ineorporated-limits-6£-~tteh-e±ty-or-town; 

(c) a middle school has been approved and accredited, 
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in which case pupils below the 7th grade shall be considered 

elementary school pupils fur ANB purpo~es and the 7th and 

8th grade pupils shall be considered high school pupils for 

ANB purposes; ur 

(d) a school has not been accrP(iited by the board of 

public education, the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

attending the nonaccredited school shdll not be eligible for 

average number belonging calculdtlon ptlrposes, nor will an 

average number bel~nning fur the nun~ccredited school Le 

used 10 determi "ll ng the [uundat. i ~n proyrdm Eor such 

distcict. 

(4) When 11th or 12th grade students ace regularly 

enrolled on a part-time basis, high schools may calculate 

the ANB to include an ''equivalent ANB'' ior those students. 

The method for calculating an equivalent ANB shall be 

determined in a manner prescribed by lhe superintendent of 

public instruction.'' 

NEW SECTIQ_~ Section 2. Extens.ilHl of authority. Any 

existing authority of the superintendent of public 

instruction to make rules on t.he subject ot the provisions 

of this act is extended to the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. APPLICABILTTY. THIS ACT IS ------ --- ~---- ~---

APPLICABLE TO THE ANB. C~LCUL~1.:f:_D TN lll::'!TR~_I~INq _ _l?CL_Ng.!_~G FO~ 

SCHOOL FISCAL YE~R 1989 POR U.SE I~-~;iUUL_ !-'I SCAL YEAR ___ !_22__9~ 

-End-

-4- HB 340 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 340 

INTRODUCED BY DONALDSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

A BILL J:'OR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE METHOD OF 

CALCULATING THE AVERAGE NUMBER BELONGING OF A SCHOOL 

DISTRICT FOR SCHOOL FUNDING PURPOSES; ANB AMENDING SECTION 

20-9-311, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-311. Calculation of average number belonging 

(ANB). (1) Average number belonging shall be computed by 

determining the total of the aggregate days of attendance by 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils during the current 

school fiscal year plus the aggregate days of absence by 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils during the current 

school fiscal year and by dividing such total by 180. 

However, when a school district has approval to operate less 

than 180 school days under 20-9-804, such total shall be 

calculated in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-805. 

Attendance for a part of a morning session or a part of an 

afternoon session by a pupil shall be counted as attendance 

for one-half day. In calculating the ANB for pupils enrolled 

in a program established under 20-7-117 prior to January 1, 
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1974, or pursuant to 20-7-117(1), attendance at or absence 

from a regular session of the program for at least 2 hours 

of either a morning or an afternoon session will be counted 

as one-half of a day attended or absent as the case may be. 

If a variance has been granted as provided in 20-1-302, ANB 

will be computed in a manner prescribed by the 

superintendent of public instruction, but in no case shall 

the ANB exceed one-half for each kindergarten pupil. When 

any pupil has been absent, with or without excuse, for more 

than 10 consecutive school days, 

pupil-instruction-related days, his absence after 

including 

the lOth 

day of absence shall not be included in the aggregate days 

of absence and his enrollment in the school shall not be 

considered in the calculation of the average number 

belonging until he resumes attendance at school. 

(2) If a student spends less than half his time in the 

regular program and the balance of his time in school in the 

special education program, he shall be considered a 

full-time special pupil but shall not be considered 

regularly enrolled for ANB purposes. If a student spends 

half or more of his time in school in the regular program 

and the balance of his time in the special educ~tion 

program, he shall be considered regularly enrolled foe ANB 

purposes. 

(3) The average number belonging of the regularly 

-2- HB 340 
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en~olled, full-time pupils for the public schools of a 

district sha%i-be-eaie~%ated-~n8±•idual!r-£or--eaeh--seho~ir 

exeept-tha~-when~ 

tat--more--than--one-seheo%-o£-a-distric~,-etfter-than-a 

;an~or-hi~h-sehoo%-~n-an-eiementary-d~atriet-which-has--been 

approved--and-aeeredi~ed-as-a-]~nior-high-seheo%7-is-!oeated 

within-the-ineorperated--iimits--of--a--eity--or--tewn7--the 

a•erage-numeer-belonging-of-sueh-sehools-sha%1 must be based 

on the aggregate of all the regularly enrolled, full-time 

pupils attending s~eh the schools of the district, except 

that when: 

(a) a school of the district is located within MORE 

THAN 3 miles beyond the incorporated limits of a city or 

town OR FROM ANOTHER SCHOOL OF THE DISTRICT, all of the 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils of the school must be 

calculated individually for ANB purposes; 

(bJ a junior high school wh~eh has been approved and 

accredited as a junior high school ie--leeated--within--the 

ineorpora~ed-limits-ef-a-eity-or-town-in-whieh-a-hi~h-eehool 

is--leeated, all of the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

of the junior high school shall be considered as high school 

district pupils for the ANB purposes o~--ea~e~latin~--the 

averaqe--n~mber-beiong±ng-of-the-high-sehoois-loeated-within 

the-ineorporated-limite-er-s~ch-eity-or-town; 

(c) a middle school has been approved and accredited, 

-3- HB 340 
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in which case pupils below the 7th grade shall be considered 

elementary school pupils for ANB purposes and the 7th and 

8th grade pupils shall be considered high school pupils for 

ANB purposes; or 

(d) a school has not been accredited by the board of 

public education, the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

attending the nonaccredited school shall not be eligible for 

average number belonging calculation purposes, nor will an 

average number belonging for the nonaccredited school be 

used in determining the foundation program for such 

district. 

(4) When llth or 12th grade students are regularly 

enrolled on a part-time basis, high schools may calculate 

the ANB to include an "equivalent ANB" for those students. 

The method for calculatin9 an equivalent ANB shall be 

determined in a manner prescribed by the superintendent of 

public instruction." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Extension of authority. Any 

existing authority of the superintendent of public 

instruction to make rule~ on the subject of the provisions 

of this act is extended to the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. APPLICABILITV. THIS ACT IS 

APPLICABLE TO THE ANB CALCULATED IN DETERMINING FUNDING FOR 

SCHOOL FISCAL ~ VEARS COMMENCING IN ~~8~ 1988 FOR USE IN 

SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR t99& 1989, AND THEREAFTER. 

-End-
-4- HB 340 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 340 

INTRODUCED BY DONALDSON 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE METHOD OF 

CALCULATING THE AVERAGE NUMBER BELONGING OF A SCHOOL 

DISTRICT FOR SCHOOL FUNDING PURPOSES; ANB AMENDING SECTION 

20-9-311, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-311. Calculation of average number belonging 

(ANB). (1) Average number belonging shall be computed by 

determining the total of the aggregate days of attendance by 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils during the current 

school fiscal year plus the aggregate days of absence by 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils during the current 

school fiscal year and by dividing such total by 180. 

However, when a school district has approval to operate less 

than 180 school days under 20-9-804, such total shall be 

calculated in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-805. 

Attendance for a part of a morning session or a part of an 

afternoon session by a pupil shall be counted as attendance 

for one-half day. In calculating the ANB for pupils enrolled 

in a program established under 20-7-117 prior to January 1, 

~"' <epi<'.Hi" couoc•l 
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1974, or pursuant to 20-7-117(1), attendance at or absence 

from a regular session of the program for at least 2 hours 

of either a morning or an afternoon session will be counted 

as one-half of a day attended or absent as the case may be. 

If a variance has been granted as provided in 20-1-302, ANB 

will be computed in a manner prescribed by the 

superintendent of public instruction, but in no case shall 

the ANB exceed one-half for each kindergarten pupil. When 

any pupil has been absent, with or without excuse, for more 

than 10 consecutive school days, including 

pupil-instruction-related days, his absence after the lOth 

day of absence shall not be included in the aggregate days 

of absence and his enrollment in the school shall not be 

considered in the calculation of the average number 

belonging until he resumes attendance at school. 

(2) If a student spends less than half his time in the 

regular program and the balance of his time in school in the 

special education program, he shall be considered a 

full-time special pupil but shall not be considered 

regularly enrolled for ANB purposes. If a student spends 

half or more of his time in school in the regular program 

and the balance of his time in the special education 

program, he shall be considered regularly enrolled for ANB 

purposes. 

(3) The average number belonging of the regularly 

-2- HB 340 

REFERENCE BILL. 
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enrolled, full-time pupils for the public schools of a 

district ~hsli-be-eale~±aeed-individttaiiy-Eor--~aeh--sehoel7 

exeept-th~t-when~ 

tat--mo~e--tftan--o~e-sehoel-or-a-diAt~i~t,-othe~-than-a 

jHnior-hi~h-sehool-in-an-elementary-distriet-whieh-has--been 

approved--and-aeer~d~ted-aa-a-j~nior-~i~h-eehee~r-ie-%eea~ed 

within-the-ineorporated--limits--of--a--eity--or--town -the 

average-ntlmber-belonging-of-sdeh-sehoole-shall must be based 

on the aggregate of all the regularly enrolled, full-time 

pupils attending stleh ~ schools of the district, except 

that when: 

(a) a school of the district is located within MORE 

THAN 3 miles beyond the incorporated limits of a city or 

town OR FROM ANOTHER SCHOOL OF THE DISTRICT, all of the 

regularly enrolled, full-time pupils of the school must be 

calculated individually for ANB purposes; 

(b} a junior high school whieh has been approved and 

accredited as a junior high school ±~--~eeaeed--wit~ift--ene 

i~eo~porat@d-limits-oE-8-city-or-town-in-whieh-a-hig~-sehool 

is--loeated, all of the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

of the junior high school shall be considered as high school 

district pupils for ~he ANB purposes of--ealeHlating--the 

avera9e--n~mber-belonging-o£-the-high-sehools-ioeaeed-within 

the-ineo~perated-l±mits-o£-~~eh-eity-er-tow~i 

(c) a middle school has been approved and accredited, 

-3- HB 340 
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in which case pupils below the 7th grade shall be considered 

elementary school pupils for ANB purposes and the 7th and 

8th grade pupils shall be considered high school pupils for 

ANB purposes: or 

(d) a school has not been accredited by the board of 

public education, the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

attending the nonaccredited school shall not be eligible for 

average number belonging calculation purposes, nor will an 

average number belonging for the nonaccredited school be 

used in determining the foundation program for such 

district. 

(4) When 11th or 12th grade students are regularly 

enrolled on a part-time basis, high schools may calculate 

the ANB to include an "equivalent ANB" for those students. 

The method for calculating an equivalent ANB shall be 

determined in a manner prescribed by the superintendent of 

public instruction.•• 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. 

of the 

Extension of 

superintendent 

authority. Any 

of public existing authority 

instruction to make rules on the subject of the provisions 

of this act is extended to the provisions of this act. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. APPLI~~BILITY. THIS ACT IS 

APPLICABLE TO THE ANB CALCULATED ~N-BBTBRMfNfN6-PBNBfN6-P6R 
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ON THE ATTENDANCE DURING THE SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR 1988-89, AND 

-4- HB 340 
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HB 0340/04 

1 USED FOR BUDGETING FOR THE SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR 1999 1999 

2 1989-90, AND THEREAFTER. 

-End-
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE ............ .MARCH ... 20., ........ 19 . .87 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on ...... .ED.UCl.\'I'.lON ... ./WD. ... C~J.:VI:'Q.M.k. @$QQRC::ES. .................................... . 

having had under consideration ........ HOUS.E ... .a;I;;J;..~ ..................................................................... No. 3.4. 9 

__ _ct...,h ..... ~ .... · r~._~d.L_ __ reading copy 1 b 1 ue 
color 

REVISE METHOD OF CALCULATING THE ANB OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT 

DONALDSON (REGAN) 

Respectfully report as follows: That ............. HOU.SE ... BILL. ........... . . .................................... No .. 340 

Be amended as follows: 

1. Page 4, lines 23 and 24. 
Strike: "IN DETERMINING" on line 23 through "USE IN" on line 24 
Insert: ''on the attendance during the school fiscal year 1988-

198~ and used for budgeting for the" 

2. Page 4, line 25. 
Strike : "1 9 8 9 " 
Insert: "1989-1990" 

~~ ' (- ~'"") BO BROWN, Chatrman. SENATOR 


