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BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR .1\N ACT ENTITI,ED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT AN 

ADDITIONAL $15 SURCH?',hGE BE IMPU!:.:BU FOR VIOLATION OF THE 

FUEL CONSER'JA·.t'ION SPEED LIMTT; INCREASING '!'HE DONO FOE T:-:LAT 

OFFENSE; PROVIDING FOR DISPOSIT·ION OF THE SURCHARGE; cn.ND 

AMENDING SEC~ION 61-8-JlB, MCA." 

BE IT 2NAC'I'ED BY THE LEGISLl-tTORE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-718, MCA, is amended to read: 

''61-8-718. Penalty for violation of fuel conse~vation 

14 speed limit. {l) A person violating the speed limit imposed 

15 pursuant to 61-8-304 is guilty of the offense of unnecessary 

16 waste oE a resource and upon conviction shall be fined $5, 

17 and no jail sentence may be imposed. Ex~? provided in 

18 subsection (2), all cotlrts of ortginal jurisdiction shall 

19 impose upon a defendant convicted under 61-8-304, -~15 

20 surcharg~ in addition_to other taxable court costs, fees, or 

21 fines. Bond for this otfense shall be $5 $20. 

22 .L2l__I.! a court d~termines under 46-18-231 and 

23 46-18-232 that the defendant is not able to pay the 

24 ~~rge and costs or that he is unable to pav them within 

25 a reasonable time, the court shall waive payment of the 
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surcharge imposed by this section. 

{3) All money collected from payment of the $15 

surchaF._ge and all interest accr!:'_ing from the_ tempera~ 

deposit oE this money into a court or county fund shall be 

forwarded to the state treasurer and de~::;_ited in the motor 

~hicle recordin~~ccount of _the state special revenue fund. 

t~tL!l For che purpose of this section only, the fees 

of the justice's court shall be the balQnce of the fine not 

otl1er~ise allucated by law and shall be remitted as set 

forth in 3-10-603(3). 

t3}l_?~ A violation of 61-8-304 is not a misdemeanor 

~ursuant to 45-2-101, 61-8-104, or 61-8-711.'• 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB291, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act requiring that an additional $15 surcharge be imposed for violation of the fuel conservation speed limit. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. 75,800 55 mph violations were written in 1986. It is assumed that 20% fewer violations will occur in FY88 

and FY89 due to driver regard for the increased fee. 
2. The current distribution of the ($5) 55 mph violation will remain fixed, and the entire $15 surcharge will 

be deposited in the State Motor Vehicle Account. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Kevenue: ~ FY89 

Current Law Pro22sed Law Difference Current Law Proposed Law Difference 
Special Revenue Fund - Fines 

Driver's Education $ 94,750 $ 75,800 ($ 18,950) $ 94,750 $ 75,800 ($ 18,950) 
Crime Victims 68,250 54,576 ( 13,674) 68,250 54,576 ( 13,674) 
Motor Vehicle 909.600 909 1 600 909 1 600 909.600 

Total $163,000 $1,039,976 $876,976 $163,000 $1,039,976 $ 876,976 

While this bill has no direct impact on the general fund, revenue generated to the State Motor Vehicle Account is 
used to fund state programs that would otherwise be funded by the general fund. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTIIER LOCAL REVENUE OR EXPENDITURES: 
N A 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
N/A 

TECHNICAL OR MECHANICAL DEFECTS IN PROPOSED LEGISLATION OR CONFLICTS WITH EXISTING LEGISLATION: 
N/A 

ID L. HUNTER, <.J~R DATE (2t%1 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for HB291, as introduced. 
HIS .,zf#JI 



50th Legislature BB 0291/02 

RE-REFFERED AND 
APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

BOUSE BILL NO. 291 

INTRODUCED BY PECK, HARP 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT AN 

ADDITIONAL $~S !£ SURCHARGE BE IMPOSED FOR VIOLATION OF THE 

FUEL CONSERVATION SPEED LIMIT: INCREASING THE BOND FOR THAT 

OFFENSE: PROVIDING FOR DISPOSITION OF THE SURCHARGE: ANB 

PROVIDING A CON'riNGENT INCREASE IN THE FUEL CONSERVATION 

SPEED LIMIT; AMENDING SBe~~BN SECTIONS 61-8-304 AND 

61-8-718, MCA: AND PROVIDING A CONTINGENT EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-718, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-718. Penalty for violation of fuel conservation 

speed limit. (1) A person violating the speed limit imposed 

pursuant to 61-8-304 is guilty of the offense of unnecessary 

waste of a resource and upon conviction shall be fined $5, 

and no jail sentence may be imposed. Except as provided in 

subsection (2), all courts of original jurisdiction shall 

impose upon a defendant convicted under 61-8-304, a ~ ~ 

surcharge in addition to other taxable court costs, fees, or 

fines. Bond for this offense shall be $5 $%9 il· 
(2) If a court determines under 46-18-231 and 

46-lB-232 that the defendant is not able to pay the 

~~· l"'l""' .. COUncM 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0291/02 

surcharge and costs or that he is unable to pay them within 

a reasonable time, the court shall waive payment of the 

surcharge imposed by this section. 

(3) All money collected from payment of the ~ !£ 

surcharge and all interest accruing from the temporary 

deposit of this money into a court or county fund shall be 

forwarded to the state treasurer and deposited in the motor 

v~hicle recording account of the state special revenue fund 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING THE LIGHT VEHICLE MAIL 

REREGISTRATION AND REMINDER NOTICE PROCEDURE OF 61-3-535. 

ANY EXCESS REMAINING IN THE ACCOUNT AT THE END OF THE FISCAL 

YEAR MUST BE REMITTED TO THE GENERAL FUND. 

t%ti!l For the purpose of this section only, the fees 

of the justice•s court shall be the balance of the fine not 

otherwise allocated by law and shall be remitted as set 

forth in 3-10-603(3). 

t3t~ A violation of 61-8-304 is not a misdemeanor 

pursuant to 45-2-101, 61-8-104, or 61-8-711." 

SECTION 2. SECTION 61-8-304, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

11 61-8-304. Fuel conservation speed limit -- exception 

to the basic rule. (1) In order to insure conservation of a 

resource, the speed limit for vehicles traveling on a 

federal-aid interstate highway is 65 miles an hour and the 

speed limit for vehic~es traveling on any other public 

highway of this state is 55 miles an hour, except as 

-2- HB 291 

SECOND READING 
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1 provided under 61-8-309. 

2 (2) A speed limit imposed pursuant to this section ·is 

3 an exception to the requirements of 61-8-303 and 61-8-312, 

4 and a speed in excess of the speed limit established 

5 pursuant to this section is unlawful notwithstanding any 

6 provision of 61-B-303 and 61-8-312.'' 

7 NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. SECTION 2 

8 AND THIS SECTION ARE EFFECTIVE IF AND WHEN THE FEDERAL LAW 

9 THAT REQUIRES A SPEED LIMIT AS A CONDITION TO THE STATE"S 

10 ELIGIBILITY TO RECEIVE FEDERAL HIGHWAY FUNDS IS AMENDED TO 

11 PERMIT A SPEED LIMIT OF 65 MILES AN HOUR ON RURAL 

12 FEDERAL-AID INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS. IF THE FEDERAL LAW IS 

13 AMENDED IN THIS MANNER, SECTION 2 AND THIS SECTION BECOME 

14 EFFECTIVE ON THE DATE THE GOVERNOR BY PROCLAMATION CERTIFIES 

15 THAT THE SPEED LIMIT OF 65 MILES AN HOUR FOR RURAL 

16 INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS IS ALLOWED. 

-End-

-3- HB 291 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 291 

INTRODUCED BY PECK, HARP 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT AN 

ADDITIONAL 8~5 ~ SURCHARGE BE IMPOSED FOR VIOLATION OF THE 

FUEL CONSERVATION SPEED LIMIT; INCREASING THE BOND FOR THAT 

OFFENSE; PROVIDING FOR DISPOSITION OF THE SURCHARGE; AN9 

PROVIDING A CONTINGENT INCREASE IN THE FUEL CONSERVATION 

SPEED LIMIT; AMENDING BBe~~N SECTIONS 61-8-304 AND 

61-8-719, MCA; AND PROVIDING A CONTINGENT EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-718, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-8-718. Penalty for violation of fuel conservation 

speed limit. (1) A person violating the speed limit imposed 

pursuant to 61-8-304 is guilty of the offense of unnecessary 

vaste of a resource and upon conviction shall be fined $5, 

and no jail sentence may be imposed. Except as provided in 

eubeection t2l, all courts of original jurisdiction shall 

1-eoae upon a defendant convicted under 61-8-304, a ~ ~ 

surcharge in addition to other taxable court costs, fees, or 

fines. Bond ~o• this offense shall be $5 ~ il· 

(2) If a court determines under 46-18-231 and 

46-18-232 that the defendant is not able to pay the 
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surcharge and costs or that he is unable to pay them within 

a reasonable time, the court shall waive payment of the 

surcharge imposed by this section~ 

Ill All mcney collected from payment of the ~ ~ 

surcharge and all interest accruing from the temporary 

deposit of this money into a court or county fund shall be 

forwarded to the state treasurer and deposited in the motor 

vehicle recording account of the state special revenue fund 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING THE LIGHT VEHICLE MAIL 

REREGISTRATION AND REMINDER NOTICE PROCEDURE OF 61-3-535. 

ANY EXCESS REMAINING IN THE ACCOUNT AT THE END OF THE FISCAL 

YEAR MUST BE REMITTED TO THE GENERAL FUND. 

titi!l For the pu•pose of this section only, the fees 

of the justice•s court shall be the balance of the fine not 

otherwise allocated by law and shall be remitted as set 

fo<th in 3-10-603(3). 

t3t~ A violation of 61-8-304 is not a misdemeano• 

pursuant to 45-2-101, 61-8-104, or 61-8-711." 

SECTION 2. SECTION 61-8-304, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

11 61-8-304. Fuel conservation speed limit -- exception 

to the basic rule. (1) In order to insure conservation of a 

resource, the speed limit for vehicles traveling on a 

federal-aid interstate highw~is 65 miles an hour and the 

speed limit for vehicles traveling on any other public 

highway of this state is 55 miles an hour, except as 

-2- HB 291 

THIRD READING 
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1 provided under 61-B-309. 

2 (2) A speed limit imposed pu~suant to this section is 

3 an exception to the requirements of 61-8-303 and 61-8-312, 

4 and a speed in excess of the speed limit established 

5 pursuant to this section is unlawful notwithstanding any 

6 provision of 61-8-303 and 61-B-312." 

7 NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. SECTION 2 

8 AND THIS SECTION ARE EFFECTIVE IF AND WHEN THE FEDERAL LAW 

9 THAT REQUIRES A SPEED LIMIT AS A CONDITION TO THE STATE'S 

10 ELIGIBILITY TO RECEIVE FEDERAL HIGHWAY FUNDS IS AMENDED TO 

11 PERMIT A SPEED LIMIT OF 65 MILES AN HOUR ON RURAL 

12 FEDERAL-AID INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS. IF THE FEDERAL LAW IS 

13 AMENDED IN THIS MANNER, SECTION 2 AND THIS SECTION BECOME 

14 EFFECTIVE ON THE DATE THE GOVERNOR BY PROCLAMATION CERTIFIES 

15 THAT THE SPEED LIMIT OF 65 MILES AN HOUR FOR RURAL 

16 INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS IS ALLOWED, 

-End-

-3- HB 291 
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HOOSE BILL NO. 291 

INTRODUCED BY PECK, HARP 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AM ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT R!Q8tRtM6--YHAY--AN 

ABBfYteNAb--$15 !! S~ReHARSB-BE-tMPeSB9-P9R-Yt8bAYi8N-eP-YHB 

P~Bb-eeN8BRYAYt8N-SPBB9-bfMI~7-1NeREAStM6-YHB-B8NB-P9R--YHAY 

8PPBNSB7--PR8Yf9fN6--P9R--9fSP991~1eN--8P-YHB-8UReHAR8E7 AN9 

PROVIDING A CONTINGENT INCREASE IN THE FUEL CONSERVATION 

SPEED LIMIT; AMENDING sBeYt8N S&eYI&NS SECTION 61-8-304 ANB 

61-8-~18, MCA; AND PROVIDING A CONTINGENT EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9eet~en-z.--Seetien--6i-8-~i87-MeAT-ts-amended-te-read~ 

•6t-8-~ia.--Penaity-fer-vie%atien-e!-fue~--eenseryatieft 

spee~-liaitT--tlt-A-persen-yielating-the-epee~-liait-iapaeed 

parsaent-te-61-8-~84-ia-gailty-ef-the-affenae-ef-anneeessary 

was~e--of--a-reseuree-and-~pon-eenyieti&n-shaii-he-fined-$57 

and-ne-;ait-aentenee-aay-be-iapasedT Bxeept-ea--preYided--in 

..-..etien--titz--ell--eaarte-ef-eriginal-jarisdietien-shall 

!!poae-apen-a-defendant-eanYieted-ander-6l-8-~84z-a--$l5 !! 

eareh8rge-in-addition-te-ether-ta•ahle-eourt-eeata7-feesT-er 

~ Bend-fer-tbis-affense-shall-be-$5 !!! f!T 
tit--tf---e---eeart---deteraines--ander--46-l8-i3l--and 

46-l8-i3i--that--the--~efendant--is--net--eble--te--pey--the 
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sareharge--and-eeete-er-that-be-ie-anable-te-par-thea-within 

a-reaaonabie-tiaey-~he-coar~--ehai!--wat•e--payaen~--ef--the 

aareharte-iapoaed-by-thie-aeetienT 

t~t--A11--aener--eatteeted--frea--paf!ent-ef-the !!! !! 

e~reharge-and--eil--interest--aeeraing--frea--the--te!pOrary 

depoeit--ef--thie-aener-inte-a-eeart-ar-eeantr-fand-ahal!-be 

ferwar~ed-te-the-state-treesarer-and-depeeited-in-the--aetar 

Yehiele--reeer•ing-eceoun~-e~-~he-•ta~e-speeial-reYenae-fand 

P8R--~HB--P~RP99B--9P--PBMBfN8--~BB---bf8HY---YBBiebB---MAib 

RBRB819~RAYteN--AN9--RBMfNBBR--Ne!feB-PRee89HRB-9P-6t-3-535~ 

AN¥-BReBS8-RBMAIMfN8-IN-~HB-AeeeBNY-AY-YHB-BN9 8P-YHB PtSeAb 

¥BAR-MU9Y-BB-RBMf .. B9-Y&-YHB-8BNBRAb-PUN9T 

titf!t--Per-the-parpeae-ef-thie-eeetien-eniyz-the--fees 

ef--the-;~s~iee4s-eour~-shaii-be-the-baianee-af-the-fine-not 

o~hervise-atioeate•-by-iaw-and--ahail--be--remitted--as--se~ 

ferth-in-3-i8-683t3tT 

t3tfit--A--•ielatien--ef--6l-8-~84-ia-nat-a-misdeaeaner 

parsaant-te-45-i-l817-6i-8-i84z-er-6i-8-~liT• 

SECTION 1. S!CTION 61-8-304, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61-8-304. Fuel conservation speed limit -- exception 

to the basic rule. (1) In order to insure conservation of a 

resource, the speed li•it for vehicles traveling on a 

federal-aid interstate highway is 65 miles an hour and the 

speed limit for vehicles traveling on any other public 

highway of this state is 55 miles an hour, except as 

-2- HB 291 

THIRD READING 
SECOND PRINTING 

AS AMENDED 
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1 provided under 61-8-309. 

2 (2) A speed limit imposed pursuant to this section is 

l an exception to th@ requirements of 61-8-303 ana 61-8-312, 

4 and a speed in excess of the speed limit established 

5 pursuant to this section is unlawful notwithstanding any 

6 provision of 61-8-303 and 61-8-312." 

7 NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. SECTION ~! 

8 AND THIS SECTION ARE EFFECTIVE IF AND WHEN THE FEDERAL LAW 

9 THAT REQUIRES A SPEED LIMIT AS A CONDITION TO THE STATE'S 

10 ELIGIBILITY TO RECEIVE FEDERAL HIGHWAY FUNDS IS AMENDED TO 

11 PERMIT A SPEED LIMIT OF 65 MILES AN HOUR ON RURAL 

12 FEDERAL-AID INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS. IF THE FEDERAL LAW IS 

13 AMENDED IN THIS MANNER, SECTION ~ 1 AND THIS SECTION BECOME 

14 EFFECTIVE ON THE DATE THE GOVERNOR BY PROCLAMATION CERTIFIES 

15 THAT !HE SPEED LIMIT OF 65 MILES AN HOUR FOR RURAL 

16 INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS IS ALLOWED. 

-End-

-3- HB 291 


