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INTRODUCED BY 

-C3 If~ B_ILL NO. rfj 
'1·•···'.''-il ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 

THE NATIONAL GEODETIC SURVEY 1963 COORDINATE SYSTEM FOR 

DEFINING AND STATING POINTS ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH WITHIN 

MONTANA; REQUIRING USE OF THE 1983 COORDINATE SYSTEM AFTER 

JULY 1, 1993; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 70-22-201 THROUGH 

70-22-209, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 70-22-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-201. Coordinate sys-t:em. systems adopted 

designation -- division of state into zones. (l) The North 

American datum system systems of plane coordinates wh±eh-has 

that have been established by the national ocean 

surve_y/national geodeti_c survey (formerly the United States 

coast and geodetic survey) or a successor for defining and 

stating the positions or locations of points on the surface 

of the earth within the state of Montana is are hereafter to 

be known and designated as the 11 Montana coordinate system 

NAD 2_7" and the __ "Montana coordinate system NAD 83". 

(2) For the purpose of the use of this the Montana 

~rdin?te system NAD_ll, the state is divided into d north 

zone and a central zone and a south zone as _ __12___E___QVided -~ 

~'"' ........... '"""'" 
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subsections (3) th;ough (5). 

(3) The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the north zone: Blaine, Chouteau, Daniels, 

Flathead, Glacier, Hill, Liberty, Lincoln, Phillips, 

Pondera, Roosevelt, Sheridan, Teton, Toole, and Valleya 

(4) The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the central zone: Cascade, Dawson, Fergus, 

Garfield, Judith Basin, Lake, Lewis and Clark, McCone, 

Meagher, Mineral, Missoula, Petroleum, Powell, Prairie, 

Richland, Sanders, and Wibaux. 

(5) The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the south zone: Beaverhead, Big Horn, 

Broadwater, Carbon, Carter, Custer, Deer Lodge, Fallon, 

Gallatin, Golden Valley, Granite, Jefferson, Madison, 

Musselshell, Park, Powder River, Ravalli, Rosebud, Silver 

Bow, Stillwater, Sweet Grass, Treasure, Wheatland, and 

Yellowstone. 

(6) For the purpose of the ~~~ Montana 

coor.dinate system NAD_ 83, the state is a single zone." 

Section 2. Section 70-22-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

1'70-22-202. Designation of system by zone. (1) As 

established for use Ln the north zone, the Montana 

coordinate system ~~ shall be named and in any land 

description in whlch il is used it shall be designated the 

"Montana coordinate system NAD____12_, north zone". 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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(2) As established for use in the central zone, the 

Montana coordinate system NAD 22 shall be named and in any 

land description in which it 1s used it shall be designated 

the "Montana coordinate system ~AD 27, central zone". 

(3) As established for use in the south zone, the 

Montana coordinate system NAD 27 shall be named and in any 

land description in which it is used it shall be designated 

the "Montana coordinate system NAD 27, south zone"." 

Section 3. Section 70-22-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 70-22-203. Use of x- and y-coordinates. The l..!i________f_~ 

the Montana coordinat.~ system NAD 27, the plane coordi"e:te~ 

of coordinate values for a point on the earth's surface to 

~e used i"-expre~~ing to express the ~raphic position or 

location of such point in the appropriate zone of this 

system shall consist of two distances expressed in feet 

terms of a United States survey foot and decimals of a foot. 

(2) For the Montana coordinate system NAD 83, th_e 

plane coordinate values for a point on the earth's surface 

used to express the geographic position or location of such 

point in the zone shall consist of two distances expressed 

in either meters and decimals of a meter or in feet and 

decimals of a foot. The international conver_sion value ( 1 

foot equals 0.3048 meters exact_ly) shall be used. The unit 

of measure shall be clearly stated when the coordinate 

value~ are expr·essed. 
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ill One of ~l"te!!te the distances used -~~!.~-~~ 

position or location, to be known as the "x-coordinate'', 

shall give the position in an east-and-west direction: the 

other, to be known as the ''y-coordinate'', shall give the 

position in a north-and-south direction. These coordinates 

shall be made to depend upon and conform to th~--eoordi-r'lote~ 

en--the--Mon~8no--coordinete-system-or-t~e-~ri-angu~at~on-end 

traver~e-~teti-on!!t-of-the-Hni-ted-Stete~--eo~~t--and--9eodet~c 

!!t~rvey-within-the-!!t~ete-of-Montana-8s-those-eoordtne~e~-have 

been--rlet-ermined--by-the-st2r'ley plane __ ;-ectanqular coordinate 

values for the monumented points of the N~!th American 

horizontal geodetic control network as published by th~ 

national ocean ·--~~rveyjnational geodetic"._sur-vey or its 

successors and whose plane __ coordinates have been computed on 

the systems designated by thi~-~~ Any such station may 

be used for establishing a survey connection to either 

Montana coordinate~~~· .. '' 

Section 4. Section 70-22-204~ MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-204. Description of traet--!y±n9--across-zone 

bettnderies location. (1) For the purposes of describing the 

location of any survey station in Montana, it is considered 

a complete, legal, and satisfactory description of such 

location to give the position of the survey station. on the 

system of plane coordinates d~siqnated in this part. 

1?1 When any tr-act of land to be defined by a single 

-4-
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description extends from one into another of the abcye NAQ 

27 coordinate zones, the positions of all points on its 

boundaries may be referred to either of such zones, the zone 

which is used being specifically named in the description." 

Section 5. Section 70-22-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

''70-22-205. Technical description of zones 

stations marked on ground. tit For purposes of more 

precisely defining the Montana 'coordinate system systems NAD 

27 and NAD 83, the following description by the national 

ocean survey/national geodetic survey (formerly the United 

States coast and geodetic survey! is adopted: 

tatill The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, north 

zone, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 47° 51' and 48° 43', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of co6rdinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109u 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 44~ 47° 00' north latitude. This origin is 

given the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

tbtill The Montana coordinate system ~~Q__ll, central 

zane, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 46v 27' and 47~ 53', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 
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the parallel 45° 50' north latitude. This origin is given 

the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

tetill The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, south 

zone, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 44° 52' and 46° 24', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 41-lt- !!_~ 00' north latitude. This origin is 

given the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

(4} The Montana coordinate system NAO 83 is a Lambert 

conformal conic projection of the.GRS 80 (Geodetic Reference 

System 1980) el..!...i.Q.__soid, ha~_!ng standa~arallels of north 

latitudes 45° 00' and 49° ,oo•, along which parallels the 

scale_ shall be exact. The origin of_co9rdinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

th~ ___ parallel 44° 15' north latitud_E!:~ .. This origi_n is given 

the coordinates: x = 600,000 meters and y = 0 .£fl~_!_ers. 

t~t--The-~e~±t±o~--o£--~he--Mo"ta"a--eoord±nate--~ystem 

shait--be--a~--mar~ed--o"--the--~rou"d--by--t~±an~tt~at±on-or 

~ra¥er~~--~tat±o"~--e~tabii~hed--±"--eon£orm±ty---w±th---the 

standards--adopted--by--tne-Bn±ted-States-eoa~t-and-geodetie 

~~r~@y--r~r--Eirst-order--and---~eeond-order---work 7---who~e 

pe~~tions--ka~e--been-r±~idly-adjtt~ted-on-the-Horth-Ameriean 

dattlm-~t-i927-and-who~e-eeerd%nate~-ha¥e--been--eompnted--on 
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~he--~y~tem-herein-def±neri7-Any-~~~h-~tation-mBy-be-H~e~-£or 

e~tabl±3hin9-a-~ttrvey-eonnection-with-the-Montana-eoord±n8te 

3y~tem~·· 

Section 6. section 70-22-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-206. Proximity---to---~tat±on Conformity to 

standar~~ required for use of coordindtes 1n recorded 

instrument. No coordinates based on the Montana coordinate 

~y~tem systems NAD 27 and NAD ~ purporting to define the 

position of a point on a land boundary shall be presented to 

be recorded in any public land records or deed records 

unless ~~eh-po±nt-i3-within-one-ha%£-m±re-o£-e-tr±an9tllation 

or--traver~e--~tation--e~tabtished--±n--eonrorm±ty--with-~h~ 

~te~derd~--prese~±bed--±~--79-ii-ies,--pro~±ded--tn~t---~a±d 

o~e-hatf---mite---iimit~tion--may--ee--mod±f±ed--by--a--rltlty 

attthor~zed--~tete--a9eney--to--meet--loeel--eo~d±t±on3• the 

COOfdinates have been established in conformity with the 

national prescribed standards for third-order class II 

horizontal control surveys and provided that these _surveys 

have been tied to or originated from monumented first- or 

second-order horizontal control stations that are adjusted 

~and published in the national network of geodetic control 

and are within 3 miles of said land boundaries. Standards of 

accuracy and specifications apply for first-, second-, and 

third-order geodetic surveying as prepared and published by 

the federal geodetic control committee (FGCC) of the United 
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States department of commerce or its successors. Publication 

of the existing control stations or acceptance with intent 

!_Q_____~blish newly established control stations by~- the 

national ocean surve~(national qeodetic survey constitutes 

evidence of adherence to FGCC specifications ... 

Section 7. Section 70-22-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

''70-22-207. Use of term Montana coordinate system 

limited. The use of the term "Montana coordinate system NAD 

27 north, centr~l, or south zone~ or ''Montana coordinate 

system NAD 83" on tt ~map, report of survey, or other 

document shall be limited to coordinates based on the 

Montana coordinate ~ystem systems as defined in this part." 

Section 8. Section 70-22-208, MCA, is amended to read: 1 

''70-22-208. Public land survey description to prevail. 

Whenever coordinates based on the Montana coordinate system 

a~e used to describe any tract of land which in the same 

document is also described by reference to any subdivision, 

line, or corner of the United States public land surveys, 

the description by coordinates shall be construed as 

supplemental to the basic description of such subdivision, 

line, or corner contained in the official plats and field 

notes filed of record,-aftd-±~-the-event-of-afty-eo~fi±et,-tne 

de~erip~ion-by-refe~enee-to-the-~~beiv~~ion,-%ine,-o~-eo~fter 

of--tne-8~ited-States-~tlbi±e-t8nd-stlrvey3-~hai%-~re~ail-over 

ti"te-deser±ption-ey-eoordinate~." 

-8-
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l Section 9. Section 70-22-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "70-22-209. Purchaser or mortgagee not required to 

J rely on description using ~ystem systems. Nothing contained 

4 in this part shall require any purEhaser or mortgagee to 

5 rely wholly on a description, any part of which depends 

6 exclusively upon the Montana coordinate syst:em system~ ... 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Limit on use of Montana 

8 coordinate system NAD 27. The Montana coordinate system NAD 

9 27 north, central, and south zone may not be used after July 

10 1, 1993; the Montana coordinate system NAD 83 is the sole 

ll 

12 

system to be used after this date. 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Codification instruction. 

13 Section 10 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

14 Title 70, chapter 22, part 2, and the provisions of Title 

15 70, chapter 22, part 2, apply to section 10. 

-End-

-9-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BI~~ NO. 239 

IN1'RODUCED BY BRANDEWIE, MARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 

THE NATIONA~ GEODETIC SURVEY 1983 COORDINATE SYSTEM FOR 

DEFINING AND STATING POINTS ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH WITHIN 

MONTANA; REQUIRING lJSE OF THE 1983 COORDINATE SYSTEM AFTER 

JULY l, 1993; AND AMENDING SEC'f·IONS 70-22-201 'rHHOUGH 

70-22-209, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 70-22-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 70-22-201. Coordinate ~y~tem system~ adopted 

designation-- division of state into zones. (l) The North 

American datu~ ~y~tem ~ystems of plane coordinates w~ieh-~as 

that have been established by the national ocean 

survey/national geodetic sur-vey _ _lf~_r~~~ United States 

coast and geodetic survey) or a successor for defining and 

stating the positions or locations of points on the surtace 

of the earth within the state of Montana i~ are ltereafter to 

be known and designated as the ''Montana coordinate system 

NAD 27 11 and t--~~~~~tana coordinate 3Etef!!___NAD 83''. 

i 2) F'or the purpo.;2 of the use ;r- ~~+~ the Mo~tana 
--~-------

c..',JI.}[t1Ln:l~ 'j'/3t_•'U ~lf..;! '/, ::ll:" _;L.:L1t:> L_; .il:l1t'd i_r;;_ d r1. ,r 1 h 

zone dOd a central zone and a south :::one ~_:~~~-~ded ~ 

~""" <eq'"''""" '"""«' 
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subsec t i Of!_~_l_!) _ _!:_!:_£~~9..!2_____!__2_l. 

(3) The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the north zone: Blaine, Chouteau, Daniels, 

Flathead, Glacier, Hill, Liberty, Lincoln, Phillips, 

Pondera, Roosevelt, Sheridan, Teton, Toole, and Valley. 

( 4) The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the central zone: Cascade, Dawson, Fergus, 

Garfield, Judith Basin, Lake, Lewis and Clark, McCone, 

Meagher, Mineral, Missoula, Petroleum, Powell, Prairie, 

Richland, Sander-s, ~nd Wibaux. 

(5) The area now included in the following cou•tties 

shall constitute the south zone: Beaverhead, Big Horn, 

Broadwater, Carbon, Carter, Custer, Deer Lodge, Fallon, 

Gallatin, Golden Valley, Granite, Jefferson, Madison, 

Musselshell, Park, Powder River, Ravalli, Rosebud, Silver 

Bow, Stillwater, Sweet Grass, Treasure, Wht...ttland, and 

·rellowstone. 

{6) For the purpose of the use of t_rt~---~~!_!__tana 

coordinate system NAD 83, the state is a single zone.'' 

Section 2. Section 70-22-202, MCA, is amended to r-ead: 

"70-22-202. Designation ot system by zone. {l) As 

established for use in the north zone, the Montana 

coordinate system NAD l7 shdll be named and in any land 

description 111 .. ,hidl it l::; LJSed it •;flal_l LJ<' ,-Jesi<Jr~dti::'Li the 

"Montana coordinate ~;ysl•'!m NAD 27, ncr-th zone". 

-7- HB 239 
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(2) As established for use in the central zone, the 

Montana coordinate system NAD 2]_ shall be named and in any 

land description in which it is used it shall be designated 

the "Montana coordinate system NAD 2?_, central zone". 

(3) As established for use in the south zone, the 

Montana coordinate system NAD 27 shall be named and in any 

land description in which it is used it shall be designated 

the ''Montana coordinate system NAD 27, south zone"." 

Section 3. Spction 70-22-203 1 MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-203. Use of x- and y-coordinates. ~h@ Ll_l __ ~ 

the Montana coordinate system NAD 27, th~ plane eoor~+netes 

o£ coordinate valu~s for a point on the earth's surface ~o 

be used in-~~pre!!sin9 to expre~ the geographi~ position or 

location of such point in the appropriate zone of this 

system shall consist of two distances expressed in f@@t 

terms of a United States surv~~ and decimals of a foot. 

El For th_!? Montana coordinate .system NAD 83, the 

plane coordinate values for a point on the earth's surface 

used to express the geographic position or location of such 

point in the zan~ shall consist of two distances expr~ssed 

in either meters and decimals of a meter or in feet and 

decimals of a foot. The international conversion value 
~ . ( 1 

foot equals __ o_.}048 met-~_s_____s:_~_~_yj__shall:__~_l_l_2_~d. ThP U_!!_~ 

2f~~~S•1 re_~~~-l)_~~£J.L ; r_ .~ r ,-.u ·,..•ht'll -~y:oordir1d~ 

valu~§i~ expressed. 

-3- HB 239 
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1 ill One of ~ne~e the distances used to ~xpress a 

2 pas it i~~ or locati_on 1 to be known as the ''x-coordinate'', 

shall give the position in an east-and-west direction; the 

4 other, to be known as the ''y-coordinate", shall give the 

5 position in a north-and-south direction. ThesP coordinates 

6 shall be made to depend upon and conform to the--eo~t"ffiMnte!'J 

7 en--the--Montana--eoord±nate-~ystem-o~-the-tr~~l"':9~±ation-~n~ 

B t~a~er~e-~tat±ons-or-tne-Bn±te~-States--eoa~t--an~--9eodetie 

9 ~~t"vey-with±n-the-3tat~-of-Montana-a~-tho~e-eoordinate~-na~e 

10 been--determined--by-ttu~-~tlt"'ti'ey plane _rectangular_ coordinate 

ll values for the monum~~ted points of the North Amecicdn 
~ - -----------

12 horizontal geodetic con~rol network as published by the 

13 national ocean survey/national geode~~-~_r __ ig 

14 ~ut;cess~ and whose pl_ane coordinates have be~n computed on 

15 the systems designated by this part. Any such s_tation may 

16 be used for estab.lishing a._~~onnection to either 

17 ~ontana coordinate system.'' 

18 Section 4. Section 70-22-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "70-22-204. Description of tt"aet--iying--aet"O~~-~one 

20 bot~ndat"ie:<:! location. (l) For the purgoses of describing the 

21 location of any ~urvey station in Montana, it is c~nsidered 

22 a complete, legal, and satisfactory description of such 

23 location to give the position of the~rvPy_?~tion on the 

)4 ::;ystPm ,Jf ~~.oordinates ?eslgnatt->J 1~1_ tn~s pcirt_. 

25 ~ When any tract of land to be defined by a single 

-4- HB 239 
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description extends from one into another of the ~bov@ NAD 

27 coordinate zones, the positions of all points on its 

boundaries may be referred to either of such zones, the zone 

which is used being specifically named in the description.~ 

Section 5. Section 70-22-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

''70-22-205. Technical description of zones 

~tet±on~--mar~eO--on--groand. t±t For purposes of more 

precisely defining the Montana coordinate ~y~tem system~---~AD 

27 and NAD 83, the following description by the national 

9cean_~~!Y~y/national geodetic survey (formerly the United 

States coast and geodetic surveyl is adopted: 

tatill The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, north 

z·one, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 47° 51' and 48° 43', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 44£ ~ 00' north latitude. This origin is 

given the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

tbttil The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, central 

zone, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 16" 27' and 47° 53', along which parallels the 

;c-..~lt! ~-;h.J.l.l L,c exact. rhe .;;rlqin ut cuurdir.,jt o:.>~i 1 _; ,tt rn,_:. 

intersection of the meridian 109'' 30' west of Greenwich and 

-5- HB 219 
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the parallel 45° 50' north latitude. This origin is given 

the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

tetlll The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, south 

zone, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 44° 52' and 46° 24', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 4~£ ~ 00' north latitude. This origin is 

given the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

(4) The Montana coordinate system NAD 83 is a Lambert 

conformal conic projection of the GRS 80 (Geodetic Reference 

System 1980) ellipsoid, having standard parallels of north 

latitudes 45° 00' and 49° 00', along which parallels the 

scale ahall be exact. The orig~n of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 44° l~' north latitude. This origin is given 

the coordinates~ x = 600,000 meters and y ~ ~ meters. 

t~t--~he-position--o£--th~--Moneena--eoo~dinete--~y~eem 

~ha!!--be--a~--ma~~ed--on--the--9~o~nd--by--~r~anq~le~ien-or 

erav~r~e--~tat±on~--e~~abi±~hed--in--~on£ormiey---w±th---the 

~eandards--8~~peed--by--~he-~nieed-State~-eoa~t-and-~eodetie 

~urvey--f~r--fir~t-erde~--~nd---~eeond-orde~---~or~ 7 ---who~e 

~e~~tTen~--hctv~--been-~igidiy-~dj~~t~d-~n-th~-Nbr~n-~m~ricctn 

dattlm-ef-~9r~-and-whb~@-eoerdinat~s-ha~e--be~n--eomp~ted--on 
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the~-~y~tem-nerein-de£ined7-Any-~~eh-stat±~~-m~y-be-tl~ed-for 

e~eabii~h~n9-~-~ttr~ey-eonneetion-w±th-the-Mentana-eoordinate 

sy:!b~m":'" 

Section 6. Section 70-22-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-206. Proximity---to---station Conformity to 

standards required for use of coordinates 10 r-ecorded 

instrument. No coordinates bdsed on the Montana coordinate 

system ~ystems NAD 27 and NAD 83 purporting to define the 

position of a point on a land boundary shall be presented to 

be recorded in any public land records or deed records 

unless s~eh-point-t~-within-one-na±f-m±le-~f-a-trian9tl~6tton 

or--tra~erse--~tation--e~tabiished--in--eonformity--with-the 

standard~--pr~~er~beO--in--79-~~-xes,--p~ovided--th~t---~a~d 

one-ha~f---mile---l±m±tation--may--be--m~dified--by--a--~tlly 

atlthor±red--state--ageney--to--meet--Toeal--eon~±t±o"~7 the 

coordinates have been established in co~focmity with the 

national pr~scrtbed St?ndards for third-order class II 

horizontal control surveys and provide~ that these su~-~~ 

have been tied to or originated from monumented first- or 

second-order horizontal control stations that a!e adjusted 

to and published in the nat_ional network of _geodetic cant rol 

and are within 3 miles vL said land b_oundaries. Standards of 

~curacy and specifications apply for first-, second_-_:~ 

third-orde~ ~nJetis·_ o.;urveying as_vr_epared~~J puOli::;hed by 

the tederal geodetic control committee (FGCC) of the United 

-7- HB 239 

1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0239/02 

Stqtes d!=partrnent of <?Omnlerce~~~~~~_?ublication 

of the existing _control stat_~on~ccept.:u1ce with _inte~_!_ 

to publish newly established control station~~ by the 

0ational ocean survey;nat_~onal geodeti':'_~-~_9_12~~~t£~ 

evidence of adherence to FGCC specificatio_!!~" 

Section 7. Section 70-22-207, MCA, is amendPd to read: 

"70-22-207. Use of term Montana coordinate system 

limited. The use of the term "Montana coordinate system NAD 

!:____7 north, c~ntral, or south zone" or 11 Montana coordinate 

syste~ _fl.~ I· on " ~ map, report of survey, or other 

document shall be limited to coordinates based on the 

Montana coordinate ~Y~~em syst~ms as defined in this part." 

Section 8. Section 70-22-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-208. Public land survey description to prevail. 

Whenever coordinates based on the Montana coordinate system 

are used to describe any tract of land which in the sa1n~ 

document is also described by reference to any subdivision, 

line, or corner of the United States public land surveys, 

the description by coordinates shall be construed as 

supplemental to the basic description of such subdivision, 

line, or corner contained in the official plats and field 

notes filed of record 7-en~-~"-the-~ve~e-o£-a"y-eonfriet,-t~e 

d~se~ipeion-by-~e£etenee-to-ehe-~tlbdivi~io"r-+ine,-or-eorn~~ 

~f--the-Hn±ted-Stat~s-pMbi±e-±~nd-~tlr~~y~-~ha±±-pre~~~±-o~e~ 

~h~-~e~eriptio"-by-eoord±"aee~.·· 
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Section 9. Section 70-22-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-209. Purchaser or mortgagee not required to 

3 rely on description using ~ystem systems. Nothing contained 

4 in this part shall require any purchaser or mortgagee to 

5 rely whoiiy on a description, dny part of which depends 

6 exclusively upon the Montana coordinate ~yst:em syst __ ~ms. 11 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Limit on use of Montana --------

8 coordinate system NAD 27. The Montana coordinate system NAD 

9 27 north, central, and south zone may not be used after July 

10 1, 1993; the Montana coordinate system NAD 83 is the sole 

11 system to be used after this date. 

12 NEW SECTION, Section 11. Codification instruction. 

13 Section 10 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

14 Title 70, chapter 22, part 2, and the provisions of Title 

15 70, chapter 22, part 2, apply to section 10. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 239 

INTRODUCED BY BRANDEWIE, MARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 

THE NATIONAL GEODETIC SURVEY 1983 COORDINATE SYSTEM FOR 

DEFINING AND STATING POINTS ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH WITHIN 

MONTANA; REQUIRING USE OF THE 1983 COORDINATE SYSTEM AFTER 

JULY 1, 1993; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 70-22-201 THROUGH 

70-22-209, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 70-22-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-201. Coordinate !lyst:em systems adopted 

designation --division of state into zones. (l) The North 

American datum ~y~~ftm systems of plane coordinates wh~eh-he!l 

that have been established by the national ocean 

survey/national qeodeti~ survey (formerly th~ United States 

coast and geodetic survey) or a successor for defining and 

stating the positions or locations of points on the surface 

of the earth within the state of Montana ts are hereafter to 

be known and designated as the "Montana coordinate system 

NAD 27" an~ the "Montana coordinate~ systefl!......!'I~_Q _ _!'l_". 

(2) lor t_he purpo:;P of t-he llSP of t"rot-t~ ~-1:!_~-~~l~_<!~a 

~-~~~~-~-!2.':!_.1~ '_;'t';to•m :Jf,l_l J, It\•• it.dt•~ 1.; ·1l:t J.•d int 1 d lli;!lh 

zone and a r:en t r a 1 zone and a south zone as prcv i d~<:!_____l_'"! 

~>n> •••'""••• c~'"'" 
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subsections ~3} through (5}. 

(3} The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the north zone: Blaine, Chouteau, Daniels, 

Flathead, Glacier, Hill, Liberty, Lincoln, Phillips, 

Pondera, Roosevelt, Sheridan, Teton, Toole, and Valley. 

(4) The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the central zone: Cascade, Dawson, Fergus, 

Garfield, Judith Basin, Lake, Lewis and Clark, McCone, 

Meagher, Mineral, Missoula, Petroleum, Powell, Prairie, 

Richland, Sanders, and Wibaux. 

(51 The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the south zone: Beaverhead, Big Horn, 

Broadwater, Carbon, Carter, Custer, Deer Lodge, Fallon, 

Gal.latin, Golden Valley, Granite, Jefferson, Madison, 

Musselshell, Park, Powder River, Ravalli, Rosebud, Silver 

Bow, Stillwater, Sweet Grass, Treasure, Wht:·--tlland, and 

'tellowstone. 

(6) For the purpose of ~he use of the Montana 

coordinate system NAD 8J, the state is a single zone." 

Sect. ion 2. Section 70-22-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

''70-22-202. DPsiqnation of system by zone. ( 1) As 

established for use 1n the north zone, the Montana 

coordinilt"P system ti_~Q __ _li shall be named a.nd in any land 

dP5CrqJt i•)fl in whil_·h tt L ~ 11~;f:"d it sh.dl bt .. dPsiqn,_H\-'d tile 

"Montana coordinate system NAD 27, north zone". 
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(2) As established for use in the central zone, the 

Montana coordinate system NAD 27 shall be named and in any 

land description in which it is used it shall be designated 

the "Montana coordinate system NAD 27, central zone". 

(3) As established for use in the south zone, the 

Montana coordinate system NAD 27 shall be named and in any 

land description in which it is used it shall be designated 

the "Montana coo["dinate system NAD 27, south zone"." 

Section 3. Section 70-22-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-203. Use of x- and y-coordinates. lfhe J...!..L_£_or 

the Montana coordinate system NAD 27, the plane eeerd~na~e~ 

of coordinate values for a point on the earth's surface to 

be used in-expre~s~ng ~ress the geographic position or 

location of such point in the appropriate zone of this 

system shall consist of two distances expressed in ~eet 

terms of a United States survey foot and decimals of a foot. 

~or the Montana coordinate system NAD 83, the 

plane coordinate values for a point on the earth's surface 

used to express the geographic position or location o.f such 

point in the zone shall consist of two distances expressed 

in either meters and decimals of a meter or in feet and 

decimals of a foot. The international conversion value (1 

foot~als 0.3048 meters exactly) s~all be used. The_unit 

~me,iSilf~~~~-~-!_l __ i~e . l..;'lt'd_~..!L.... ___ .:_~-~-'..:~---~~~~ coo_r~d i~~~ 

values are expressed. 
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ill One of ~he3e the distances used to express a 

position or location, to be known as the "x-coordinate" r 

shall give the position 1n an east-and-west direction; the 

other, to be known as the "y-coordinate", shall qive the 

position in a north-and-south direction. These coordinates 

shall be made to depend upon and conform to th~--eeere~netes 

on--~he--Montana--eeordifta~e-system-e~-the-trienq~±et~on-snd 

t~avers~-stations-o£-the-Ynited-States--eoast--snd--qeodet~e 

surv~y-within-tfte-state-e£-Montana-as-the3~-eoordinat~-have 

been--~eterm~ned--by-the-survey plane rectangular coordinate 

values for the monumented points of the North ~erican 

horizontal geodetiC contr-ol network as publ istled by the 

national ocean survey/national geodet_ic _sury~_y or its 

successors and whose plane coordinates have been computed on 

the systems designated by this part. Any such station may 

be used for establishing a survey connection to either 

Montana coordinate system." 

Section 4. Section 70-22-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-204. Description of traet--iy~nq--aeress-zone 

bo~ndaries location. (1) For the purposes of describinq the 

location of any survey station in Montana, it is considered 

a complete, legal, and satisfactory description of such 

location to give the position of the survey station on the 

systE>m .:_Jf plane coordinates designated _l:.!.!~~Ji~ fM!___!_~ 

1£1 When any tract of land to be defined by a single 
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description extends from one into another of the above NAD 

~~ coordinate zones, the positions of all points on its 

boundaries may be referred to either of such ~ones, the zone 

which is used being specifically named in the description." 

Section 5. Section 70-22-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-205. Technical description of zones 

s~at±ons--msrkee--on--9rettnd. tlt For purposes of more 

precisely defining the Montana coordin~te system systems NAD 

27 and NAD 83, the following description by the national 

ocean survey/national geodetic survey (formerly the United 

States coast and geodetic surveyl is adopted: 

tati!l The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, north 

z·one, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 47° 51' and 48° 43', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 44 2 47u 00' north latitude. This origin is 

given the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

tb'i11 The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, central 

zone, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 46° 27' and 47° 53', along which parallels thP 

;l:J.lP shall t.Jp l:"xact. rhe •Jrigin ot coordindLL·~• i:.> o~t. tile 

intersection of the meridian 109'' 30' west of Greenwich and 
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the parallel 45° 50' north latitude. This origin is given 

the coordinates: x ~ 2,000,000 feet and y ~ 0 feet. 

tetlll The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, south 

zone, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 44° 52' and 46l' 24', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 4T~ 44° 00' north latitude. This origin is 

given the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y ~ 0 feet. 

(4) The Montana coordinate system NAD 83 is a Lambert 

conformal conic projection of the GRS 80 (Geodetic ~eference 

System 1980) ellipsoid, having standard parallels of north 

latitudes 45° 00' and 49° 00', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the __ ~rallel 44° 15' north latitude. This origin is given 

the coordinates: x - 600,000 meters and y = 0 meters. 

tit--~h~-pesi~ien--of--the--Montana--eoor~~na~e--sys~em 

shail--be--as--mn~~ed--en--the--~rennd--by--trian9ni~tion-or 

traver~e--~~a~~ons--estabiished--in--eonro~mi~y---with---~he 

standards--adop~ed--by--the-Hnited-States-eoast-and-9eod~t~e 

~~rv~y--£~r--first-orde~--and---~eee"d-erd~r---work,---whose 

p~~it~o"~--hd~~--b~~n-~iqidly-adj~~ted-Mn-the-H~~~M-~~~~ie~n 

d8tnm-of-l9i~-8nd-whos~-eoerd~nete~-heve--heen--eomptlted--on 
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~he--sys~em-here±n-defined~-Any-s~eh-station-may-b~-~sed-£er 

es~ahiishing-a-~~rvey-eenneetion-w!th-the-Montana-eoordinate 

syst:elftT 11 

Section 6. Section 70-22-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 70-22-206. Prox~lfti:ty---to---stet~~ Conformity to 

standards required for use of coordinates in recorded 

instrument, No coordinates based on the Montana coordinate 

system systems NAD 27 and NAD 83 purporting to define the 

position of a point on a land boundary shall be presented-to 

be recorded in any public land records or deed records 

unless sach-petnt-is-within-one-ha~~-m±ie-o£-a-trian~~±ation 

er--traverse--station--es~ablishe~--tn--eon£ormity--wi~h-~h@ 

standard~--pr~se~ibed--in--~9-ii-i95,--~re¥id~d--~he~---said 

en~-haif---mile---limi~ation--may--be--modified--hy--a--d~ly 

a~tho~i~ed--stete--aq@ney--te--meet--loeai--eenditions~ the 

coordinat@S have been established in conformity with the 

national prescribed standards for third-order class II 

horizontal control surveys and provided that these surveys 

have been tied to or originated from monumented first- or 

second-order horizontal control stations that are adjusted 

to and published in the national network of geodetic control 

and are within 3 miles uf said land boundaries. Standards of 

accuracy and specifications apply for first-, second-, and 

!-hird-orUc~eodet.ic ~urveying a.s prepdred <J.nd publi~hed~ 

the federal geodetic control committee (FGCC) of the United 
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St~tes department of commerce or its successors. Publication 

of the existing control stations or acceptance with intent 

to publish newly established control stations by the 

national ocean survey/national geodetic survey constitutes 

evidence of adherence to FGCC specifications ... 

Section 7. Section 70-22-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-207. Use of term Montana coordinate system 

limited. The use of the term "Montana coordinate system NAD 

27 north, central, or south zone" or "Montana coordinate 

system NAD 83" on a ~ map, report of survey, or other 

document shall be limited to coordinates based on the 

Montana coordinate s-y-s1:e111 systems as defined in this part." 

Section 8. Section 70-22-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-208. Public land survey description to prevail. 

Whenever coordinates based on the Montana coordinate system 

are used to describe any tract of land which in the same 

document is also described by reference to any subdivision, 

line, or corner of the United States public land surveys, 

the description by coordinates shall be construed as 

supplemental to the basic description of such subdivision, 

line, or corner contained in the official plats and field 

notes filed of recor<~T--and-HI-!!'h-e-e•ent:-of-eny-eenfii-e~T-i:he 

dese~ip~~en-by-~e£er@fte@-~e-~he-sabdivis*eftT-I~ne,-er-eorner 

of--e~e-~nite~-S~a~es-p~btie-ieftd-sarveys-shali-preve~t-o•e~ 

the-d~seri'ptian-By-eeerfli"et:es." 

-8- HB 239 
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Section 9. Section 70-22-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-209. Purchaser or mortgagee not required to 

3 rely on description using ~ys~eM systems. Nothing contained 

4 in this part shall require any purchaser or mortgagee to 

5 rely w~eily on a description, any part of which depends 

6 exclusively upon the Montana coordinate sy~~e~ systems." 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Limit on use of Montana 

8 coordinate system NAD 27. The Montana coordinate system NAD 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

27 north, central, and south zone may not be used after July 

1, 199]; the Montana coordinate system NAD 83 is the sole 

system to be used after this date. 

NEW SECTION .• Section 11. Codification instruction. 

Section 10 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

Title 70, chapter 22, part 2, and the provisions of Title 

70, chapter 22, part 2, apply to section 10. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO, 239 

INTRODUCED BY BRANDEWIE, MARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 

THE NATIONAL GEODETIC SURVEY 1983 COORDINATE SYSTEM FOR 

DEFINING AND STATING POINTS ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH WITHIN 

MONTANA; REQUIRING USE OF THE 1983 COORDINATE SYSTEM AFTER 

JULY 1, 1993; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 70-22-201 THROUGH 

70-22-209, M"CA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 70-22-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-201. Coordinate ~ystem systems adopted 

designation -- division of state into zones. (l) The North 

American datum system systems of plane coordinates wn~en-nas 

that have been established by the national ocean 

survey/national geodetic survey (formerly the United States 

coast and geodetic survey) or a successor for defining and 

stating the positions or locations of points on the surface 

of the earth within the state of Montana ~s are hereafter to 

be known and designated as the "Montana coordinate system 

NAD 27'' and the ''Montana coordinate system NAD 83''. 

(2) For the purpose of the use of this the Montana 

coordinate sy;_;t~m ~· Lhe st..1te 1~ U.:.·;J..Jed i:-:to ..i r:ortn 

zone and a central zone and a ~outh zone as provided in 

~"" '••"""" '~""' 
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subsections (3) through {5). 

(3) The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the north zone: Blaine, Chouteau, Daniels, 

Flathead, Glacier, Hill, Liberty, Lincoln, Phillips, 

Pondera, Roosevelt, Sheridan, Teton, Toole, and Valley. 

(4) The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the central zone: Cascade, Dawson, Fergus, 

Garfield, Judith Basin, Lake, Lewis and Clark, McCone, 

Meagher, Mineral, Missoula, Petroleum, Powell, 

Richland, Sanders, and Wibaux. 

Prairie, 

(5) The area now included in the following counties 

shall constitute the south zone: Beaverhead, Big Horn, 

Broadwater, Carbon, Carter, Custer, Deer Lodge, Fallon, 

Gallatin, Golden Valley, Granite, Jefferson, Madison, 

Musselshell, Park, Powder River, Ravalli, Rosebud, Silver 

Bow, Stillwater, Sweet Grass, Treasure, Wheatland, and 

Yellowstone. 

(6Ll:.2_! _____!~purpose of the use of the Montana 

coordinate system NAD 83, the state is a single zone." 

Section 2. Section 70-22-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

''70-22-202. Designation of system by zone. ( 1) As 

established for use in the north zone, the Montana 

coordinate system NAD 27 shall be named and in any land 

description in whlcn it is 11sed it shall bt'! designdr.ed the 

"Montana coordinate system NAD 27 ~ north zone''. 
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(2} As established for use in the central zone, the 

Montana coordinate system NAD 27 shall be named and in any 

land description in which it is used it shall be designated 

the "Montana coordinate system NAD 27, central zone". 

(3) As established for use in the south zone, the 

Montana coordinate system NAO 27 shall be named and in any 

land description in which it is used it shall be designated 

the "Montana coordinate system NAD 27, south zone".'' 

Section 3. Section 70-22-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-203. use of x- and y-coordinates. lfhe (l) For 

the Montana coordinate system NAD 27, the plane eee~diftaees 

of coordinate values for a point on the earth's surface ~e 

be used ~ft-ex~ress%~g to express the geographic position or 

location of such point in the appropriate zone of this 

system shall consist of two distances expressed in £eet 

terms of a United States survey foot and decimals of a foot. 

(2) For the Montana coordinate system NAD 83, the 

plane coordinate values for a point on the earth's surface 

used to express the geographic position or location of such 

point in the zone shall consist of two distances expressed 

in either meters and decimals of a meter or in feet and 

decimals of a foot. The international conversion value (1 

foot equals 0.3048 meters exactly) shall be used. The unit 

ot mt-.J.::;urP sh .. :lll ue clearly :>r....:tced ;...·nen the coorllinate -- ~---

~alues are expressed. 
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111 One of the~e the distances used to express a 

position or location, to be known as the "x-coordinate", 

shall give the position in an east-and-west direction; the 

other, to be known as the ''y-coordinate", shall give the 

position in a north-and-south direction. These coordinates 

shall be made to depend upon and conform to the--coordinates 

en--the--Montana--eoordinate-syste~-o£-the-t~±anqtt±at±on-and 

tra¥erse-stat±ons-o£-the-8n~ted-States--eeas~--and--~eodetie 

s~r¥ey-within-the-state-o£-Montana-a~-those-eoo~dinates-have 

been--6eterm±ne~--~y-the-sarvey plane rectangular coordinate 

values for the monumented points of the North Amer1can 

horizontal geodetic control network as published by the 

national ocean survey/national geodetic survey or its 

successors and whose plane coordinates have been computed on 

the systems designated by this part. Any such station may 

be used for establishing a survey connection to either 

Montana coordinate system." 

Section 4. Section 70-22-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70- 2 2-20 4. Oeser ipt ion of traet--iying--aeross-~ol'\e 

boundaries location. ~For the purposes of describing the 

location of any survey station in Montana, it is considered 

a complete, legal, and satisfactory description of such 

location to give the position of tbe survey stati?_~~the 

system :)f pl_~ne coon.Hnclt~s desiqnateU l_l_l----2._.:~~..:... 

~ When any tract of land to be defined by a single 
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description extends from one into another of the above NAD 

27 coordinate zones, the positions of all points on its 

boundaries may be referred to either of such zones, the zone 

which is used being specifically named in the description." 

Section 5. Section 70-22-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-205. Technical description of zones 

more 3~~~iens--mar~:ft--o~--1~ottnd. ttt For purposes of 

precisely defining the Montana coordinate system systems NAD 

27 and NAD 83, the following description by the national 

ocean survey/national geodetic survey (formerly the United 

States coast and geodetic surveyl is adopted: 

tetl!l The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, north 

zone, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 47° 51' and 48° 43', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 44~ ~ 00' north latitude. This origin is 

given the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

tbt~ The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, central 

zone, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

north spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at 

ldtitudes 46° 27' and 47° 53', along which parallels the 

.,;c.a.lc .;r1all be exact. The nr1gin u[ coorJ.in..:it~~ 1:; ...1.t 
t ~ ~ t > 

intersection of the meridian 109~ 30' west of Greenwich and 

-5- HB 239 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lO 

ll 

12 

13 

l4 

l5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2-l 

25 

HB 0239/02 

the parallel 45° 50' north latitude. This origin is given 

the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

tetlll The Montana coordinate system NAD 27, south 

zone, is a Lambert conformal projection of the Clarke 

spheroid of 1866, having standard parallels at north 

latitudes 44° 52' and 46° 24', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 4~~ 44~ 00' north latitude. This origin is 

given the coordinates: x = 2,000,000 feet and y = 0 feet. 

(4) The Montana coordinate system NAD 83 is a ~~mbert 

conformal conic projection of the GRS 80 (Geodetic Reference 

System 1980) ellipsoid, having standard parallels of north 

latitudes 45w 00' and 49v 00', along which parallels the 

scale shall be exact. The origin of coordinates is at the 

intersection of the meridian 109° 30' west of Greenwich and 

the parallel 44° 15' north latitude. This origin is given 

the coordinates: x = 600,000 meters and y = 0 meters. 

t~t--~he-po~±t±on--or--the--Montona--eeer~±nate--~y~tem 

~halt--Oe--a~--ma~~~d--en--th~--9retlnd--by--trianqtliation-or 

traver~e--~tat±ons--establ±~hed--±n--eonrorm±ty---w±th---the 

~tan~ar~~--a~opted--by--tne-Hnited-State~-eoa~t-and-9eodet±e 

gurvey--for--£±r~t-order--anri---~~eond-ord~r---wor~ 7 ---wn~~e 

po~±t±~Mg--~rlve--b~en-riq±d±y-ddj~~~ed-dn-~he-Nnr-M-~~~rt~dn 

datum-o£-~9r~-~nd-w"o~e-eeordinat@s-na~~--b~~"--e~m~~ted--on 
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~~e--system-hereift-de£~ned.-Any-a~~h-~~e~~on-m8y-ee-~sed-for 

es~ahiishing-a-~~rvey-eennee~ien-with-the-Montana-eeerdin8~e 

system-;-" 

Section 6. Section 70-22-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-206. Pr-oximi~y---to---seat±on Conformity to 

standards required for use of coordinates in recorded 

instrument. No coordinates based on the Montana coordinate 

system systems NAD 27 and NAD 83 purporting to define the 

position of a point on a land boundary shall be presented to 

be recor~ed in any public land records or deed records 

unless s~eh-peint-is-w~tftin-ene-haif-mi±e-or-a-triang~lat±en 

or--~raverse--station--esta~iished--±n--eon£ormity--with-the 

~ea~da~ds--preser~fted--ift--~9-ii-i&5 7 --pre~~ded--~nae---~aid 

one-ha~E---mi~e---%imi~a~±eft--may--ee--modified--by--a--dttly 

authorized--s~ate--ageney--~o--meee--ieea~--eo~ditions. the 

coordinates have been established in conformity with the 

national prescribed standards for third-order class II 

horizontal control surveys and provided that these surveys 

have been tied to or originated from monurnented first- or 

second-order horizontal control stations that are adjusted 

to and published in the national network of geodetic control 

and are within 3 miles of said land boundaries. Standards of 

accuracy and specifications apply for first-, second-, and 

thirJ-order :Jt:VJ;;ti ... ~ ~ur'leying dS.J2_!epa.red ~nd puoli;;hed.J:_J_y 

the federal geodetic control committee (FG~C) of the United 
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States department of commerce or its successors. Publication 

of the existing control stations or acceptance with intent 

to publish newly established control stations by the 

national ocean survey/national geodetic survey constitutes 

evidence of adherence to FGCC specifications." 

Section 7. Section 70-22-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-207. Use of term Montana coordinate system 

limited. The use of the term "Montana coordinate system NAD 

27 north, central, or south zone" or "Montana coordinate 

system NAD 83" on e: ~map, report of survey, or other 

document shall be limited to coordinates based :n the 

Montana coordinate system systems as defined in this part." 

Section 8. Section 70-22-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

"70-22-208. Public land survey description to prevail. 

Whenever coordinates based on the Montana coordinate system 

are used to describe any tract of land which in the same 

document is also described by reference to any subdivision, 

line, or corner of the United States public land surveys, 

the description by coordinates shall be construed as 

supplemental to the basic description of such subdivision, 

line, or corner contained in the official plats and field 

notes filed of recordr-and-in-~he-e~ent-ef-e:fty-eenri~e~ 7 -the 

descript~e~-~y-~~rer~n~~-to-tn~-~~bd~v~~~o~,-i~ne7-~r-eorner 

~f--the-8nit~d-St~te~-p~b±~e-l~nd-~tl~V~y~-~MaT±-~~~~a~t-~~e~ 

~hl!-dl!!!~er-~!'tio~-by-eoort~Hnate~." 
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1 Section 9. Section 70-22-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

''70-22-209. Purchaser or mortgagee not required to 

3 rely on description using ~ystem systems. Nothing contained 

4 in this part shall require any purchaser or mortgagee to 

5 rely whe~%y on a description, any part of which depends 

6 exclusively upon the Montana coordinate sy~-eem systems." 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Limit on use of Montana 

8 coordinate system NAD 27. The Montana coordinate system NAD 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

27 north, central, and south zone may not be used after July 

1, 1993; the Montana coordinate system NAD 83 is the sole 

system to be used after this date. 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Codification instruction. 

Section 10 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

Title 70, chapter 22, part 2, and the provisions of Title 

70, chapter 22, part 2, apply to section 10. 

-End-

-9- HB 239 


