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INTRODUCED BY ~1-<'7\_ 
~.:y,-.f/.-~1, 

/l:ft.;i.~ _. __ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO 

REQUIREMENT THAT A MINIMUM PERCENTAGE OF VOTERS MUST 

PARTICIPATE IN ELECTIONS TO APPROVE THE ISSUANCE OF CERTAIN 

COUNTY, CITY, SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BONDS AND INSTEAD PROVIDING THAT SUCH BOND ISSUANCE MUST BE 

APPROVED BY 55 PERCENT OF THE ELECTORS VOTING ON THE 

QUESTION; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-7-2237, 7-7-4235, 7-7-4236, 

20-6-206, 20-6-318, 20-9-428, AND 85-9-624, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-7-2237, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-7-2237. Percentage of eieeters affirmative vote 

required to authorize bond issue. tlt Whenever the question 

of issuing county bonds for any purpose is submitted to the 

registered electors of a county at either a general or 

special election, noe--iess--thsn--48,--ef--~he-re9isteree 

e±eeters-eneieied-to-vete-en-the-qttes~ten-m~st-vote-thereon; 

otherwise1-the-~ropos±t±oft-shs%i-be-eonsiftered-to-have--been 

r-ejeeted• 

tit--!E--49% if~% or more of the registered electors 

do-vote voting on the question et--the--eieetto~--and--e 
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LC 0295/01 

major±ty--or--the--vote~-shal%-be cast ~ in favor of the 

proposition, then the proposition shall be considered to 

have been approved and adopted ... 

Section 2. Section 7-7-2238, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-7-2238. Resolution to issue bonds. (1) If i-t--is 

£ottftd--~ftat--at--tft@--bondin9--e%eetien--49%--er-more-ot-the 

~~aii£ied-e%eetor~-eft~itled-to-vote-at-~tteh--e%eetfen--voeed 

en-stteh-q~estion-and-that-s-ma;ortty-or-s~ch-votes-were-eaet 

in--~a•or-ef the electorate has approved the issuing of s~eh 

bonds pursuant to 7-7-2237, the board of county 

commissioners shall, at a regular or special meeting held 

within 30 days thereafter, pass and adopt a resolution 

providing for the issuance of such bonds. 

(2) Such resolution shall recite: 

(a) the purpose for which such bonds are to be issued: 

(b) the amount thereof; 

(c) the maximum rate of interest the bonds may bear; 

(d) the date they shall bear; 

(e) the period of time through which they shall be 

payable; and 

If) the optional provisions, if any. 

(3) Such resolution shall provide for the manner of 

the execution of the bonds. It shall provide that preference 

shall be given amortization bonds, but shall fix the 

denomination of serial bonds in case it shall be found 
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advantageous to issue bonds in that form. The board may in 

its discretion _provide that such bonds may be issued and 

sold in two or more series or installments. 

(4) The resolution shall adopt a form of notice of the 

sale of the bonds. 11 

Section J. Section 7-7-4235, M.CA, is amended to read: 

"7-7-4235. Percentage of ei:eetor~ affirmative vote 

required to authorize the issuing of bonds. tYt Wherever the 

question of issuing bonds for any purpose is submitted to 

the registered electors of a city or town at either a 

general or special election, not--le~~--than--48\--o£--the 

reg±stered--e%eetors--eftt±tYe~-to-vote-on-the-propo~~t~on-or 

qtte~t±en-mtt~t-vote-thereoft;-otftePw±~e,-the-proposition-shall 

b@-eonsidered-to-have-been-rejeeted. 

t%t--ff-49% if 55\ or more of the registered electors 

do--vo~e voting on the proposition--or question at-the 

e%ect±on-and-a-ma;or±ty-o£-the-vote~-are cast votes in favor 

of the question or--proposition, then the proposie±on--or 

question shall be considered to have been adopted and 

approved." 

Section 4. 

"7-7-4236. 

Section 7-7-4236, MCA, is amended to read: 

Resolution to issue bonds. (1) If 49%-or 

more-ef-the-q~alifieO-eieetors-oE-th~-eity-or-town--entitled 

to-vote-on-the-question-of-issa±~e ~~nd~-voted-thereon-and-a 

ma;ority--e£--the-votes-were-east-in-fevor-of the electorate 
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has approved the issuing of the bonds pursuant to 7-7-4235, 

the city or town council shall, at a regular or special 

meeting held within 30 days thereafter, pass a resolution 

providing for the issuance of the bonds. 

and 

(2) The resolution shall recite: 

{a) the purpose for which the bonds are to be issued; 

(b) the amount thereof; 

(c) the maximum rate of interest the bonds may bear; 

(d) the date they shall bear; 

(e) the period of time through which they are payable; 

(f) that any bond may be redeemed in full, at the 

option of the city or town, on any interest payment date 

after expiration of one-half of the term for which the bond 

was issued. 

(3) The resolution shall provide for the manner of 

execution of the bonds. It shall provide that preference 

shall be given amortization bonds but shall fix the 

denomination of serial bonds in case it shall be found 

advantageous to issue bonds in that form. The council may in 

its discretion provide that such bonds may be issued and 

sold in two or more series or installments. 

(4) The resolution shall adopt a form of notice of the 

sale of the bonds." 

Section 5. Section 20-6-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

-4-
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"20-6-206. Consolidation or annexation election with 

assumption of bonded indebtedness. A consolidation election 

involving the mutual assumption of bonded indebtedness by 

the elementary districts to be consolidated, as prescribed 

in 20-6-203, or an annexation election involving the joint 

assumption of bonded indebtedness by the elementary district 

to be annexed, as prescribed in 20-6-205, shall comply with 

the following procedures in addition to those prescribed by 

this title for other school elections: 

(1) In a consolidation election the ballots shall 

read, after stating the consolidation proposition, "FOR 

consolidation with assumption of bonded indebtedness" and 

"AGAINST consolidation with assumption of bonded 

indebtedness 11
• 

(2) In an annexation election the ballots shall readJ 

after stating the annexation proposition, "FOR annexation 

with assumption of bonded indebtedness" and "AGAINST 

annexation with assumption of bonded indebtedness••. 

(3) Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions 

of 20-20-301 may vote. 

(4} When the trustees in each elementary district 

conducting an election canvass the vote under the provisions 

of 20-20-415, they shall ~~e~de,-eeeord~~~-~o-~he-roiiow~"~ 

procedttr~,-~r-~ke-proposi~±o"-na~-been-approved~ 

tat determine if a-~tt£r~e±e"t-"ttmber-o£ the qualified 
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electors of the district have voted to ¥e~tda~e-the-e%eeeieft 

and--ftave--vote~--~o approve the election proposition in the 

same--manne~ percentage required for bond elections by 

20-9-428~-ancl_,_ 

tht--wh~n--~he-proposition-is-~pproved-nnder-sttbseetion 

t4ttatT-~et~rm~ne-~he-~tlmber-or-vote~--uPeRA--and--llAGA%NSTA 

ehe-proposieiono 

t5t--The--propes~eion-sh8%%-be-8pproved-in-the-d~st~iet 

~r-a-ma;or~~y-or-the~e-voting-8pp~ove--tfte--p~opos~e~on~--%r 

ehe--proposition--~~-d~~approved-tt~de~-e~~her-the-provisiefts 

oE-stlbeeetion-t~tt8t-or-t4tfbtr--~he--propos~t±on--sha%%--be 

~isappro¥ed-~n-the-distrietT" 

Section 6. Section 20-6-318, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-6-318. Consolidation or annexation election with 

assumption of bonded indebtedness. A consolidation election 

involving the mutual assumption of bonded indebtedness by 

the high school districts to be consolidated as prescribed 

in 20-6-315 or an annexation election involving the joint 

assumption of bonded indebtedness by the high school 

districts to be annexed as prescribed in 20-6-317 must 

comply with the following procedures in addition to those 

prescribed by this title for other school elections: 

(1) In a consolidation election the ballots must read, 

after stating the consolidation proposition, 11 FOR 

consolidation with assumption of bonded indebtednessn and 
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"AGAINST consolidation with assumption of bonded 

indebtedness". 

(2) In an annexation election the ballots must read, 

after stating the annexation proposition, ''FOR annexation 

with assumption of bonded indebtedness" and "AGAINST 

annexation with assumption of bonded indebtedness''. 

(3) Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions 

of 20-20-301 may vote. 

(4) When the trustees in each high school district 

conducting an election canvass the vote under the provisions 

of 20-20-415, they shall d~eide-aeee~Oing-eo-the-foiiow±ng 

proeedttre-~f-the-propos~e~on-h8s-been-appro~ed~ 

tat determine if a-~ttffieient-namber-~~ the qualified 

electors Of the district voted to vaiidate-the-eieet±en-6nd 

~oted-te approve the election proposition in the m~ftne~ 

percentage required for bond elections by 20-9-428;-and~ 

tbt--±£--~he--p~o~osition--is-approved-tt"der-s~eseetion 

t4ttatr-determine-the-nnmber-o£-votes--upeRa--8nd--llAGA%NS~u 

the-preposition. 

tSt--T£---the--proposition--is--disapp~oved--ttnder--the 

prov:isions--of--subseetien--t4ttet,---the---proposition---is 

disl!pproved-±n-t:he-d:istriet." 

Section 7. Section 20-9-428, ··-~A, is amended to read: 

"20-9-428. Determination at approval or rejection of 

proposition at bond election. (1) When the trustees canvass 
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the vote of a school district bond election under the 

provisions of 20-20-415, they-sha±i-determ:ine-~~e-approva% 

or-re;eet:ien-o£-the-sehoo~-bond-proposition-in-the-£o±±owin9 

ml!nner~ 

tat--determine-the-tote%--n~mber--of--e±e~tors--o£--t~e 

~enoo±---distriet--wno--~re--qtt8±~fied--to--vote--~nd~r--the 

pro•±~~o"~-of-~6-~9-39±-from-the-r~et-·ef--e±~etors--s~ppi±ed 

by-~he-ee~nty-re9istrer-fer-s~e~-sehool-bond-e%eetie~; 

tbt--determ~ne--the--totel-number-of-qtta%ffied-electors 

whe-voted-a~-the-seheei-bond-efeet±on-from-the--tally--~nee~ 

or-~heet~-for-s~eh-eleetion; 

tet--e~le~late--the--pereenta9e--o£--qttalified-eieetors 

voting-~t-the-seheo±-bond-e%eetion-~y--d±~idin9--tke--amo~nt 

d~termined--±n-s~~seetion-tlttbt-by-tke-eme~nt-de~ermined-±n 

s~bseetion-t%ttat;-and 

tdt--when--the--calettlated--pereentl!qe--in---~~bseetion 

t%ttet--±s-46%-or-morer the school bond proposition shall be 

deemed to have been approved and adopted if 8--major±ty 55\ 

or more of the votes sball-ha¥e-been on the question are 

cast in favor of such proposition, otherwise it shall be 

deemed to have been rejected;-or~ 

tet--when---the--ealett±ated--pereenta9e--in--sttbseet±on 

tlttet-ie-more-thl!n-3e%-bttt-le~~-than-49%r-the--sehool--bond 

propo~±tion--shell--be--deemed--~o--haYe--been--a~pro~ed-l!~d 

l!dop~ed-i£-66t-or-more-o£-~he-votes-sha%±-have-eeen-c~st--in 
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fe¥o~--er--s~ch-propos±~±en,-eeherwi~e-i~-sha~~-ee-deemed-to 

haYe-bee~-re;eeted;-er 

tEt--whe"--~he--eeie~iated--peree~ea~e--i~---s~bsect±o~ 

t%ttet--is-38,-or-%e~~~-the-sehool-bond-~reposieion-shali-be 

deemed-eo-ha¥e-been-re;eeeeo~ 

(2) If the canvass of the vote establishes the 

approval and adoption of the school bond proposition, the 

trustees shall issue a certificate proclaiming the passage 

of such proposition and the authorization to issue bonds of 

the school district for the purposes specified on the ballot 

for such school district bond election.'' 

Section 8. 

"85-9-624. 

Section 85-9-624, MCA, is amended to 

Issuance of bonds -- approval 

read: 

and 

14 assessments. (1) For a bond issue to be approved, 49%-oE-the 

15 qtt8~iEied-elector~-mtt~t-¥ete-tbereo"-a"d-66% 55% or more of 

16 those voting on the question must approve the issue. 

17 (2) Approval of the bond issue shall authorize the 

18 directors to make assessments necessary to pay the principal 

19 and interest on bonds issued, as provided in 85-9-601. 

20 (3} The directors shall enter the results of the 

21 election in their records. 

22 (4) If otherwise fairly conducted, no irregularities 

23 or informalities shall invalidate the election. 

24 (5) Bonds for more than one purpose may be submitted 

25 to the electors as a single proposition. 11 
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NEW SECTION. Section 9. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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