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INTRODUCED BY ~ 8 BILL NO. ~ .ymuL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING A TRIAL JURY 

IN ANY CIVIL ACTION TRIED IN DISTRICT COURT TO CONSIST OF 

SIX PERSONS; REDUCING THE NUMBER OF PEREMPTORY CHALLENGES TO 

JURORS TO REFLECT THE REDUCTION IN JURORS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 3-15-106, 25-7-205, AND 25-7-224, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section 1. Section 3-15-106, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-15-106. Number of a trial jury. (1) l!l A Except as 

provided in (l}(bJ, a trial jury in criminal cases consists 

of 12 personsT~ p~evided-~hatT-in-e±Y±%-ae~±ofts-and 

(b) In cases of misdemeanor, ±e a trial jury may 

consist of 12 persons or any number less than 12 upon which 

the parties may agree in open court. 

(2) In all civil actions wftere-the-re!ie£-asked-£er-in 

19 the-eeapla±nt-is-~nder-the-sam-o£-$i9T999, a trial jury may7 

20 in--the--disere~ion--o£-the-triai-j~d~eT-eons±st consists of 

21 six persons and two-thirds of the jury may render a 

22 verdict." 

23 Section 2. Section 25-7-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "25-7-205. Persons drawn and approved to form jury. 

25 The first ~i six persons,--or--stteft-ether-nHmber-as-wi%1 
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LC 0505/01" 

eeftstie~ee-the-;~ryT who appear, as their names are drawn 

and called, and are approved as indifferent between the 

parties and not discharged or excused must be sworn and 

constitute the jury to try the issue." 

Section 3. Section 25-7-224, MCA, is amended to read: 

"25-7-224. Peremptory challenges to jurors. (l) Each 

party is entitled to fear two peremptory challenges,-exee~e 

as-pro•fded-fer-~nder-subseee±on-tit. 

tit--Wheft-a-si~-pereen-1ury-%s-a~thor±~ed-ey-law,--eaeft 

s~de--sha%%-have-two-peremptery-ehst!eft~es.-When-the-parties 

agree-~pon-a-;~ry-eeftsieting-o£-a-namber--of--persofts--ether 

eftaft--6-or-%iT-they-sha%%-a%SO-agree-in-open-eOttrt7-With-tfte 

appro¥a%--of--the--eoart,--apen--ehe--ftHm8er--o£--peremptory 

eftallengea-~o-be-a~lowed,-nee-eo-exeeed-£e~rv 

t3t1ll Peremptory challenges shall be taken as 

provided in Rule 47(b), M.R.Civ.P." 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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INTRODUCED BY 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY 

~~~:;L_E£ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING A TRIAL JURY 

IN ANY CIVIL ACTION TRIED IN DISTRICT COURT TO CONSIST OF 

SIX PERSONS; REDUCING TRE NUMBER OF PEREMPTORY CHALLENGES TO 

JURORS TO REFLECT THE REDUCTION IN JURORS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 3-15-106, 25-7-205, AND 25-7-224, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Section 3-15-106, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-15-106. Number of a trial jury, {l) ~A Except as 

2!ovided in (l)(b}, a trial jury in criminal cases consists 

of 12 persons1~ prev~ded-that,-~n-eivti-aet~on~-8nd 

{b} In cases of misdemeanor, ~~ a trial ju~ may 

consist of 12 persons or any number less than 12 upon which 

the parties may agree in open court. 

(2) In all civil actions where-the-re±~e£-asked-for-~n 

19 ~he-complaint-is-ander-the-sHm-o£-$±9r966, a trial jury may, 

20 in--the--diseretion--of-the-trial-jHdge,-eoneiee consists of 

21 six persons and two-thirds of the jury may render a 

22 verdict." 

23 Section 2. ·section 25-7-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 ''25-7-205. Persons drawn and approved to form jury. 

25 The first l~ six personsT--or--~Heh-other-n~mher-as-wi~~ 
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een~~±~~~~-~h~-]Hry, who appear, as their names are drawn 

and called, and are approved as indifferent between the 

parties and not discharged or excused must be sworn and 

constitute the jury to try the issue.•• 

Section 3, Section 25-7-224, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 25-7-224. Peremptory challenges to jurors. (1) Each 

party is entitled to £ottr ~w~ peremptory challenges 7 -~xcept 

a~-prov~ded-Eor-Hnder-~~bseceion-trt. 

t~t--When-a-~ix-per~on-]tl~y-i~-auehorized-by-iaw7 --eaeh 

~ide--~haii-haye-ewo-peremptory-ehai±en~e~o-When-the-parties 

agree-ttpon-e-;ttry-eonsietinq-o£-a-nttmber--o£--per~on~--other 

enan--6-or-l~,-they-eha±l-a±~e-agree-in-open-cottrt,-with-the 

approval--o£--~he--eottr~,--upon--the--number--o£--peremptory 

ehallen9es-to-be-allowed,-not-eo-exeeed-foHro 

t3till Peremptory challenges shall be taken as 

provided in Rule 47{b), M.R.Civ.P.'' 

-End-

-2- SECOND READING 
/18-13S 


