HB 135 INTRODUCED 8BY ADDY, ET AL.
REQUIRE SIX-PERSON JURY IN ALL CIVIL CASES TRIED IN
DISTRICT COURT
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BILL NO. 25

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING A TRIAL JURY
IN ANY CIVIL ACTICN TRIED IN DISTRICT COURT TO CONSIST OF
SIX PERSONS; REDUCING THE NUMBER OF PEREMPTORY CHALLENGES TO
JURORS TO REFLECT THE REDUCTION 1IN JURORS; AND AMENDING

SECTIONS 3-15-106, 25-7-205, AND 25-7-224, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 3-15-106, MCA, is amended to read:
*3-15-106. Number of a trial jury. (1) (a) A Except as

provided in (1}{b}, a trial jury in criminal cases consists

of 12 personst. provided-that7-in-civii-actions-and

(b) In cases of misdemeanor, 4t a _trial jury may
consist of 12 persons or any number less than 12 upon which
the parties may agree in open court,

(2) In all civil actions where-the-retief-asked-for-in
the-comptaint-is-under-the-sum-of-936y860, a trial jury mays
in--the-—-disspetion--of-the-triai-judgey-consist consists of
six persons and two-thirds of the Jjury may render a
verdict."

Section 2. Section 25-7-205, MCA, is amended to read:

"25-7-205. Persons drawn and approved to form Jjury.

The first %2 six personsy--er--such-sther-number-as-wili
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constitute-the-juryy who appear, as their names are drawn
and called, and are approved as indifferent between the
parties and not discharged or excused must be sworn and
constitute the jury to try the issue."

Section 3. Section 25-7-224, MCA, is amended to read:

"25-7-224. Peremptory challenges to jurors. (1) Each
party 1is entitled to feur two peremptory challengesy-excepe
as-provided-for-under-subsesction-t2J.

t2y--When-a-six-perssn-jury-is-avthorized-by-iawy-—each
stde--shaii-have-two-peremptory-chatienges:-When-the-parties
agree—upen-awjury'consisting-of~a—number--oﬁ——personé——ether
than--6-or-127-they-shaii-altse-agree-in-open-courtry-with-the
approvar——of--the-—courty——uposn—-the--numbher--ef--peremptory
echatienges—to-be—atiowed;-not-to-exceed-fourr

£31(2) Peremptory challenges shall be taken as
provided in Rule 47(b), M.R.Civ.P."

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON JUDICIARY

BILL NO. £25

INTRODUCED BY

A RILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT REQUIRING A TRIAL JURY
IN ANY CIVIL ACTION TRIED IN DISTRICT COURT TO CONSIST OF
SIX PERSONS; REDUCING THE NUMBER OF PEREMPTORY CHALLENGES TO
JURORS TC REFLECT THE REDUCTION IN JURORS; AND AMENDING

SECTIONS 3-15-106, 25-7-205, AND 25-7-224, MCA.Y

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 3-15-106, MCA, is amended to read:
“3-15-106. Number of a trial Jjury, (1) (a) A Except as

provided in (1lj(b}, a trial jury in criminal cases consists

of 12 persons:. previded-that;-in-civii-actions-and

{b} 1In cases of misdemeanocr, ¥+ a _trial jury may
consist of 12 persons or any number less than 12 upon which
the parties may agree in open court.

(2) 1In all civil actions where-the-relief-asked-for-in
the-comptaint-is-under-the-sum-of-91876088, a trial jury maysy
in--the--discretion—-of-the-triai-ijudgey-connist consists of
six persons and two-thirds of the jury may render a
verdict."

Section 2. Section 25-7-205, MCA, is amended to read:

"y5-7-205. Persons drawn and approved to form Jjury-

The first 32 six personsy--or-—such-other-nomber-as-witt
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conatitute-the-jurys who appear, as their names are drawn
and called, and are approved as indifferent between the
parties and not discharged or excused must be sworn and
constitute the jury to try the issue."

Section 3. Section 25-7-224, MCA, is amended to read:

"25-7-224. Peremptory challenges to jurors. (1) Each
party is entitled to feur two peremptory challengesy-except
as-provided-fer-under-subsection—{2%.

t2)--When-a-stx-person-jury-is-authorized-by-ltawy--eaeh
side--shati-have-two-peremptory-chattengesr-When-the-parties
agree—upon-a-jury-canatating-ef-a-number—-of--persons--other
than--6-ar-12;-they-shaitt-aiseo-aqree-in-epen-courts-with-the
approvat--cf--the--ecourt;-—upon—-the--number--of--paremptory
chattenges-to-be-atitowedr—not-to-exceed-fours

t3¥(2) preremptory challenges shall be taken as
provided in Rule 47(b), M.R.Civ.P."

~-End-
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