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SENA.TR BILL NO. _L_ 

INTRODUCED BY HAr,RR 

BY REQUEST OF THE REVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REINSERTING THE 

INFLATION COMPUTATION INTO THE LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE FEE 

SYSTEM; PROVIDING THAT THE INFLATION COMPUTATION DOES NOT 

APPLY TO THE DISTRICT COURT FEE; AMENDING SECTION 2, CHAPTER 

685, LAWS OF 1985; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 

TERMINATION DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2, Chapter 685, Laws of 1985, is 

amended to read: 

~section 2. Section 61-3-533, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-533. Schedule of fees for automobiles and light 

trucks~ (1) Except as provided in subsection tit i!l• the 

following schedule, based on vehicle age and weight, is used 

to determine the fee imposed by 61-3-512: 

Vehicle Age Weight 

2,850 More Than 

Pounds District 2,850 District 

or less Court Fee Pounds Court Fee 

Less than or 

equal to 4 

years SH ~ ~ SH ~ ~ 

.f&,::J-·"·· ..... ., ..• '""~" 
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More than 4 

years and 

less than 

8 years 45 40 ~ ss so ~ 

8 years old 

and over iihSB 10 2.50 ih59 15 2.50 

(2) (a) The fee for a light vehicle is determined by: 

Iii multiplying the appropriate dollar amount from the 

table in subsection (1), but not the district court fee, by 

the ratio of the PCE for the second quarter of the year 

prior to the year of licensing to the PCE for the second 

quarter of 1981; and 

(ii) rounding the product thus obtained to the nearest 

whole dollar amount. 

(b) •pe£• means the implicit price deflator for 

personal consumption expenditures as published quarterly in 

the Survey of Current Business by the bureau of economic 

analysis of the United States department of commerce. 

t~t!ll The light vehicle license fee foe disabled 

veterans qualifying under the provisions of 10-2-301 through 

10-2-304 is $8, with $3 of the fee earmarked for district 

~··· 
!EN SECTION. Section 2. Name change. Whenever the 

tera •additional light vehicle license fee• or "additional 

fee• appears in 61-3-509, 61-3-533, or 61-3-536, the term is 

-2-
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1 changed to "block grant fee". 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date --contingent 

l retroactive effect -- teraination. (l) This act is effective 

4 on passage and approval and applies to light vehicles 

5 registered on or after July 1, 1985. If this act is approved 

6 after June 30, 1985, it applies retroactively within the 

1 meaning of l-2-109 to liqht vehicles registered on or after 

8 July 1, 1985. 

9 (2) This act terminates July 1, 1987. This termination 

10 does not affect the reinsertion of 61-3-533(2) as it read on 

11 January 1, 1985. 

-End-

-J-
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SENATE BILL NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY HAGER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REINSERTING THE 

INFLATION COMPUTATION INTO THE LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE FEE 

SYSTEM; PROVIDING THAT THE INFLATION COMPUTATION DOES NOT 

APPLY TO THE DISTRICT COURT FEE; TRANSFERRING THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF STATE FUNDING FOR DISTRICT COURTS FROM THE 

SUPREME COURT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE; APPROPRIATING 

'!_~_T_f'i_ ~EI'ARTMENT OF COMMERCE FUNDING FOR THE STATE FUNDING 

OF D!S,PlCT COURTS; DELETING THE FUNDING FROM THE SUPREME 

COUR1' BUDGET; AMENDING SECTION 2, CHAPTER 685, LAWS OF 1985L 

SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 5, 10, 15, AND 16 OF CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF 

1985; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION 

DATE. 11 

BE l'f ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA; 

Section 1. Section 2, Chapter 685, Laws of 1985, is 

amended to read: 

"Section 2. Section 61-3-Sll, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-SJJ, Schedule of fees for automobiles and light 

trucks. { l) Except as provided in subsection trt ill, the 

following schedule, based on vehicle age and weight, is used 

to determine th~ fee imposed by 61-3-532: 

Vehicle Age Weight 

2,8oO More Than 

~ ....... , ..... '"""'" 
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Pounds District 2,850 District 

or less Court Fee Pounds Court Fee 

Less than or 

equal to 4 

years $H ill 1l $9~ ill 1l 
More than 4 

years and 

less than 

8 years 4S 40 ~ ,, 50 ~ 

8 years old 

and over ihS& 10 2.50 ih58 !2 2.50 

{ 2) {a) The fee for a light vehicle ~s determine~~ 

(i) multiplying the appropriate dollar amount from the 

table in subsection tl), but not the district court fee, by 

the ratio of the PCE for the second quarter of the ~ar 

prior to the year of licensing to the pCE for the s~cond 

quarte< of 1981; and 

(ii) rounding the product thus obtained to the nearest 

whole dollar amount. 

(b) 10 PCE" means the implicit price deflator for 

personal consumption expenditures as publisheQ_quarterly in 

the Survey of Current Business by t~e bur~~ ecQ_t}Q_~_~c 

analysis of the United States department of comm~~~ 

titill The light vehicle license fee for disabled 

veterans qualifying under the provisions of 10~2~301 through 

-2- SB 1 
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10-2-304 is $8, with $3 of __ the fee earmarked for district 

courts."" 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Name change. Whenever the 

term "additional light vehicle license fee" or "additional 

fee" appears in 61-3-509, 61-3-533, or 61-3-536, the term is 

changed to "block grant fee". 

SECTION 3. SECTION 1, CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF 1985, IS 

AMENDED TO READ: 

"Section 1. State assumption of certain district court 

expenses. (1} Effective July 1, 1985, the state shall, to 

the extent that money is app[opriated, fund the following 

district court expenses in criminal cases only: 

(a) salaries of court reporters; 

{b) transcripts of proceedings; 

{c) witness fees and necessary expenses; 

(d) juror fees; 

(e) indigent defense; and 

(f} psychiatric examinations. 

(2) The s~preme--eedrt---administrator7---~nder---the 

ftireet±on--of--the-~tt~reae-ee~rt-and department of commerce, 

in consultation with the district judges for 

district, shall include within the 

departm@n~-~-~ biennial bud9et request to the 

each judicial 

5ttpreme--cot~rt.&.s 

legislature a 

reque;;t r..~ tund1n'i the •apenH• lt•te-d in subsection (1). 

( J 1 : r 1'1· '•f •H-r'-'fPl" ••t•4 lu1 th• r.o.Vf"n&es listed in 

SB 1 

/ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0001/02 

subsection (1} is insufficient to fully fund those expenses, 

the county is responsible for payment of the balance. If no 

money is appropriated, the county is responsible for payment 

of all expenses.'' 

SECTION 4. SECTION 2, CHAPTER 680, LAWS 0~~~~ 

AMENDED TO READ: 

"Section 2. Fiscal administration for payment of court 

expenses. The supreme--eeurt--admi:n±strator -H of 

commerce shall: 

{1} establish procedures for disbursement of funds for 

payment of district court expenses listed in [section 1), 

including prorating of those funds if they are insufficient 

to cover all expenses listed in [section 11; 

(2) in-eons~ltat±on-w%~h-tbe-department--of--eommeree; 

develop a uniform accounting system for use by the counties 

in reporting court expenses at a detailed level for 

budgeting and auditing purposes; and 

(3) provide for annual auditing of district court 

expenses to assure normal operations and consistency in 

reporting of expenditures." 

SECTION 5. SECTION J, CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF 1965, IS 

AMENDED TO READ: 

"Section 3. Reimbursement for juror and wit.n~ss fees. 

According to procedures established by the supreme-eedrt 

adm±ni~trator department of commerce under [section 2(1)1, 

-4- SB l 
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each clerk of district court shall submit to the e~preme 

eo~rt--admin~s~ra~or departmen_t a detailed statement 

containing a list of witnesses and jurors for criminal cases 

only and the amour.t of per diem and mileage paid to each by 

the county. Upon rer.eipt and verification of the statement, 

thP adm~t~i-strater dek-a!..!:'._:ent shall promptly reimburse the 

designated cou~ty fvr the cost of witness and juror fees on 

a full or Ftorated basis in accordance with [section 2}. 

The county shall deposit the amount reimbursed in its 

general fund unless the county has a district court fund. If 

the county has a district court fund, the amount reimbursed 

must be deposited in such fu;"id.u 

SEC'flOl>!_ 6. SECTION 4, CHAPTER _6BO~WS _-.2£:_1985, IS 

AMENDED TO RErtD; ----
11 Section 4. Section 3-5-602, MCA, is amended to read: 

'·3-5-602. Salary and expenses apportionment. {l) 

Each reporter is entitled to receive a base annual salary of 

not less than $16,000 or more than $23,000 and no other 

compensation except as provided in 3-5-604. The salary shall 

be set by the judge for whom the reporter works. The salary 

is payable in monthly installments out of the general funds 

of Lhe counties comprising the district for which the 

reporter is dppointed and out uf an appropriation made to 

t~•P ~ur~r~~ ~~urt d~~4.l~~rt ·I ~nmt·tvt' d5 provi.ded 10 

.t. 
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(2) The ~~preme--eear~--adm~n~etrat~r department~-~ 

commerce shall determine the total number of civil and 

criminal actions commenced in the preceding year in the 

district court or courts in the judicial district for which 

a reporter is appointed. The state shall pay its portion of 

the reporter's salary based on the proportion of the total 

number of criminal actions commenced in the district court 

or courts in the district and the amount appropriated for 

that purpose. Each county shall pay its portion of the 

remainder of the salary based on its proportion of the total 

number of civil and criminal actions commenced 10 the 

district courts in the district. The judge or judges of the 

district shall, on January 1 of each year or as soon 

thereafter as possible, apportion the amount of the salary 

to be paid by each county in his or their district on the 

basis prescribed in this subsection. The portion of the 

salary payable by a county is a district court expense 

within the meaning of 1-6-2351, 7-6-2352, and 7-6-2511. 

(3} In judicial districts comprising more than one 

COllnty, the reporter ~s allowed, in addition to the salary 

and fees provided for in subsection (1), his actual and 

necessary travel expenses, as defined and provid~d 1n 

2-18-501 through 2-18-503, when he goes on officid1 bu~iness 

to a county of his judicial district other thdn the cour1ty 

25 in which he resides, from the time he leaves his place ot 

-6- SA l 
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residence until he returns thereto. The expenses shall be 

apportioned and payable in the same way as the salary."" 

SECTION 7. SECTION 5, CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF ~_!§ 

AMENDED TO READ: 

''Section 5. Section 3-5-604, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-5-604. Transcript of proceedings. (1) Each reporter 

must furnish, upon request, with all reasonable diligence, 

to a party or his attorney in a case in which he has 

attended the trial or hearing a transcript from his 

stenographic notes of the testimony and proceedings of the 

trial or hearing or a part thereof, upon payment by the 

person requiring the same of $2 per page for the original 

transcript, 50 cents per page for the first copy, 25 cents 

per page for each additional copy. 

(2) If the county attorney, attorney general, or judge 

requires a transcript in a criminal case, the reporter is 

entitled to his fees therefor, but he must furnish it. Upon 

furnishing it, he shall receive a certificate for the sum to 

which he is entitled. The reporter shall submit the 

certificate to the sdpreme---eo~rt---8dmtnt~tra~or---who 

department of commerce which, in accordance with [section 

2), is responsible for the prompt payment of all or a 

portion of the amount due the reporter. If the ~ttpreme-eottrt 

.e:dm-tn-t~tretor 4~par~me~~-' in accordance with [section 2}, 

p.iy:, n,,n,. <~·i)' 4 ~Ht l.V41 ot tho dffi·,,,Jo\ due, the county 
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shall pay the balance upon receipt of a statement from the 

repocter. 

{3) If the judge requires a copy in a civil case to 

assist him in rendering a decision, the reporter must 

furnish the same without charge therefor. In civil cases, 

all transcripts required by the county shall be furnished, 

and only the reporter's actual costs of preparation may be 

paid by the county. 

{4) If it appears to the judge that a defendant in a 

criminal case is unable to pay for a transcript, it shall be 

furnished to him and paid for by the state in the manner 

provided in subsection ( 2) to the extent funds are 

available. The county shall pay the remainder as required in 

[section 1]."" 

SECTION 8. SECTION 10, CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF 19~~ 

AMENDED TO READ: 

"Section 10. Section 46-8-201, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"46-8-201. Remuneration of appointed counsel. ( 1) 

Whenever in a criminal proceeding an attorney represents or 

defends any person by order of the court on the ground that 

the person is financially unable to employ counsel, the 

attorney shall be paid for his services such sum as a 

district court or justice of the state supreme court 

certifies to be a reasonable compensation therefor and ~hcill 

-8- SB 1 
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be reimbursed for reasonable costs incurred in the criminal 

proceeding. 

{2) The expense of implementing subsection (l) is 

chargeable as provided in (section l] to the county in which 

the pcoceeding arose, the o££iee---o£---s~preme---eottrt 

adm~ni~trator ~e~artment of commerce, or both, except that: 

(a) in proceedings solely involving the violation of 

a city ordinance or state statute prosecuted in a municipal 

or city court, the expense is chargeable to the city or town 

in which the proceeding arose; and 

(b) when there has been an arrest by agents of the 

department of fish, wildlife, and parks or agents of the 

department of justice, the expense must be borne by the 

state agency causing the arrest."" 

SECTION 9. SECTION 15, CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF 1985, IS 

AMENDED TO READ: 

"Section 15. Section 46-15-104, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"46-15-104. Expenses of witness. (l) When a person 

attends before a magistrate, grand jury~ or court as a 

witness in a criminal case upon a subpoena or in pursuance 

of an undertaking, the judge, at his discretion, by a 

~ritten order may direct the clerk of the court to draw his 

warrant upon the county treasurer in favor of such witness 

fvr d t•·-1• H· ,. Jt..rr. ', t)•· ·,pe~·.f,t>d 111 the order, fur the 
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(2) According to procedures established 

SB 0001/02 

by the 

sapreme---ee~~t--administ~ato~ department of commerce under 

[section 2(1)], the clerk of district court shall submit to 

the sapreme--eo~rt--admtni~trator department a detailed 

statement containing a list of witnesses and the amount of 

expenses paid to each by the county. Upon receipt and 

verification of the statement, the administrate~ department 

shall promptly reimburse the designated county for all or a 

portion of the cost of witness expenses. The county shall 

deposit the amount reimbursed in its general fund unless the 

county has a district court fund. If the county has a 

district court fund, the amount reimbursed must be deposited 

in such fund."" 

SECTION 10. SECTION 16, CHAPTER 680, LAWS 0~ 198~~ 

AMENDED TO READ: 

"Section 16. Section 46-18-235, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

.. 46-18~235. Disposition of money collected as fines 

and costs. The money collected by a court as a result of the 

imposition of fines or assessment of costs under the 

provisions of 46~18-231 and 46-18-232 shall be paid to the 

county general fund of the county in which the court is 

held, except that: 

11) if the costs assessed include any dislrict courl 

-10- SB 1 
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expense listed in {section 1), the money collected from 

assessment of these costs must be paid to the ~tt('!lt'eme---cot~rt 

admin±~tt'ato~ department of commerce for deposit into the 

state general fund to the extent the expenses were paid by 

the state; and 

(2) if the fine was imposed for a violation of Title 

45, chapter 9, the court may order the money paid into the 

drug forfeiture fund maintained under 44-12-206 for the law 

9 enforcement agency which made the arrest from which the 

10 conviction and fine arose."" 

11 NEW SECTION. SECTION 11. APPROPRIATION TRANSFER. THE 

12 GE~RAL ~~FUND APPROPRIATION TO THE SUPREME COURT FOR STATE 

13 FUNDING OF CERTAIN DISTRICT COURT OPERATIONS CONTAINED IN 

14 ITEM NO. 4 OF THE JUDICIARY BUDGET AS CONTAINED IN HOUSE ----

15 BILL 500, L. 1985, IS TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 

16 COMMERCE. IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUCH ~TRANSFER, THE SPENDING 

17 AUTHORITY OF THE SUPREME COURT IS REDUCED $3,170,633 FOR 

18 FISCAL YEAR 19!!~ AND $3,1~2,873 IN FISCAL YEAR 1987, AND 

19 THERE IS APPROPRIATED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FROM THE 

20 GENERAL FUND $3,170,633 FOR FISCAL YEAR 1986 AND $3,152,873 

.c21 IN FISCAL YEAR 1987 FOR CERTAIN DISTRICT COURT OPERATIONS. 

22 NEW SE~TION4 Section 12. Effective date -- contingent 

23 retroactive effect -- termination. (1) This act is effective 

24 on passage and approval~ and applies SECTIONS 1 AND 2 APPLY 

25 to l1ght vphicles registered on or dfter July 1, 198S. If 
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this act is approved after June 30, 1985, it--opp~~~~ 

SECTIONS l AND 2 APPLY retroactively within the medning of 

1-2-109 to light vehicles registered on or after July 1, 

1985. 

( 2) 'f'hts--oet--term.inestes SECTIONS 1 AND~-~ TE~~~.NA.TE 

July 1, 1987. This termination does not affect the 

reinsertion of 61-3-533(2) as it read on January 1, 1985. 

-End-

-12- SB 1 
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SEHAT~ IILL NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY HAGER 

BY REQUEST OF THE RBVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLE~~- "AN ACT REINSERTING THE 

INFLATION COMPUTATION IN!O ,_. LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE FEE 

SYSTEM; PROVIDING THAT THE l~lOK COII.PUTATION OOES NOT 

APPLY TO THE DlSTRlC'f · £lilllll7 I'UI 

AI*UIISTRATION 01' •STAT& f!!J9J!!Q f'OI .Q1S$ct CQYITS Q!9\! THE 

SUPilDI£ COURT TO THE D£PAIItiiUIIII• GI!M CO!!M!ICfi; APE!ti!fliATlf!!l 

TO . 'l'HE DEPARTMENT OF CO!!!!p9! FUNDING FOR THE STATE FUNDIIIG 

OF DISTRICT COURTS; DEI:MI!If'fl!! f!!NDING ,._ THE SU~ 

COURT BUDGET; AMENDING Sl'.IONQII 2, CHAPTER 685, LAWS OF l985L 

SECTIONS l THROUGH 5, 10, LS, MID 16 OF CHAPTER 680, J4YS OF 

1985; AND PROVIDING AN &rPECTIV£ DATE AND A TERMINATION 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATUR£.DF THE STATE OF MONTANA; 

Sect ion 1. Sect ion 2, Chapter 685, Laws of 1985, -~~~ 

amended to cead: 

"Section 2. Section 61-3-533, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-533. Schedule of fees for automobiles and light 

trucks. ( ll Except as provided in subsection tit ill• the 

following ~chedule, based on vehicle age and weight, is used 

to determine the fpe iroposed by 61-3-532: 

~ ... , .......... (DW>Cd 
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Vehicle Age 

Less than O[ 

equal to 4 

years 

More than 4 

years and 

leas than 

8 years 

8 years old 

and over 

2,850 

Pounds 

or less 

$Hffi 

45 40 

iihS8 !.! · 
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!Ieight 

More Than 

District 2,850 District 

Court Fee Pounds Couct Fee 

ll $9'i' ~ ll 

~ 55 50 ~ 

12! H~!OB 15 2.50 

(2) (a) The fee tor a light vehicle is detecmined by: 

(i) multiplying the appropriate dollar amount from the 

table in subsection (ll, but not the district court fee, by 

the ratio of the PCE for the second quarter of the year 

prior to the year of licensing to the PCE for tbe second 

quarter of 1981; and 

(ii) rounding the product thus obtained to the nearest 

whole dollar amount. 

lbl "PCE• means the implicit price deflator foe 

personal consugption expenditures as published quarterly in 

the Survey of Current Business by the bureau of economic 

analysis of the Unit~States_~epar~_of commerce..:._ 
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titlll The light 9-hic1e license fee for pisabled 

veterans qualifying unde~ ~he provisions of 10-2-JOl throu~h 

10-2-304 is $8, with $3 of the fee earmarked for ~istrict 

courts. " 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Name change. Whenever the 

term "additional li9ht vehicle J,ice_nse -fee'' or "additional 

fee'' appears in 61-3-509, 61-3-~,-3, or 61-3-536, _tP,e term is 

changed to "block g;rant fee". 

SECTION 3. SECTION 1, ~ J;l!r LA'f W fllf5! IS 

AMENDED TO READ: 

"Section l. state &aai!I!!',PU~m ot l'!'f~;tin ~~~&ict c~H 

expenses. ( 1) Effective Ju!y l. 198~, tbJ! ~·t~ !Oh:tlf, f9 
the extent that 111011ey is il~pr l~d, tund tJtf- [Oll<>w.i99 

district court expenses in c&~~l oases only: 

Ia) salaries of co~rt t~rters; 

lb) transcripts ot proceedin9s; 

(c) witness fees and nece~sary e~penses; 

(d) juror fees; 

(e) indigent defense; ,Pd 

(f) psychi•tric ex•Rl!pi~Hops. 

(2) The Sllpteftle--o:o""*---··'~~tr•t'"•·---toft4el"---t-l:le 

4ireetten--of--ehe-•~'reae-~•u,e-•na dep~rt•ent of co~~rce, 

in consultation with the dia·t~ict judges for each ~\&Q)ci•~ 

4istrict, shall include within the supr~m,--e~~rt4• 

department's biennial budget request to the legislature a 
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request for funding the e~penses listed in subsection (1). 

(3) If money appropri•ted for th~ expenses listed in 

subsection (1) is insufficient to fully _fund those expenses, 

the county is responsible for ~yment of the balance. If no 

money is appropriated, the county i~ responsible for pdyment 

of all expenses. •• 

SECTION 4. SECTION 2, CijApTER 680, LAWS OF 1985, IS 

AMENDED TO !lEAD: 

"Section 2. Fiscal administration tor ~yment of court 

e•penses. rhe s~preme--co~r~--~~~iai,erat~, Q~p•rtment o~ 

9~fCf shall: 

(1) est~b1ish proced~res for disbur&e•ent of funds for 

~t of dist.r ict cou.r-t expenspa listed in ( &e!O.t ion 1 J, 

ioeludin9 proratin9 of ~-!lose fund' it they ;ore insufficient 

to oover (Ill expenses ~"-t~ in _(section 1): 

~ ?l ~.1'-~!'"""*~m~tl:l-the-de~r~aent--of--eo.-erce, 

4ev,lo_p • '-1.-ni.tocm •ccQupting systeiQ for use by the count~es 

in J"-1!'1!9.1'H~ c.ourt !'lli>'J'll>es at a detailed l.evel for 

~~t~~ so~ auditin9 purpQ&es; and 

Ill 9f9Yi4e tor *nliA~ <tuditinll of o;Jistrict court 

eipe:nse.s to afl.e~.re ~pr_..l operations and consistency ~n 

rei'Or~ill9 9t _n,pendi ture&." 

~fQN S. SECTION l, CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF 1985, IS 

AMF:~:!!)JA!? :rQ READ : 

.. Se<r.~ion 3. Re_iP\bursement for juror •nd witness fees. 
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According to procedures established by the s~preae-ee~rt 

a~ainis~raeor department of commerce under [section 2(1)}, 

each clerk of district court shall ~ubmit to the aupreae 

eo~rt--aGm~nistraeor depart~&ent A detailed statement 

containing a list of witnesses -~jurors for criainal cases 

only and the amount of per diaa and ai1ea9e paid to each by 

the county. Upon receipt and verification of the statement, 

the adatn~s~rator department shall promptly reimburse the 

designated county for the cost of witness and juror fees on 

a full or prorated basis in accordance with [section 2). 

The county shall deposit the amount reimbursed in its 

general fund unless the county has a district court fund. If 

the county has a district court fund, the amount reiabursed 

must be deposited in such fund." 

SECTION 6. SE~TION 4, CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF 1985, IS 

AMENDED TO READ: 

"Section 4. Section J-5-602, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-5-602. Salary and expenses apportionment. (1) 

Each reporter is entitled to receive a base annual salary of 

not less than $16,000 or more than $21,000 and no other 

compensation except as provided in 3-5-604. The salary shall 

be set by the JUdge for whom the reporter works. The sa1ory 

is payable in monthly lnsta1lments cut of the general funds 

of the cou11ties compri~ing the district for which the 

rE-portel 1s •'PI:•(Jlrn•·,i and out of an appropriation made to 
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the Sdpre.e-eour~ departaent of comaerce as provided in 

subsection (2). 

(2) The supreae--eourt--adaiftistrator depart•ent of 

coaaerce shall deteraine the total number of civil and 

cri•inal actions commenced in the preceding year in the 

distri~t court or courts in the judicial district for which 

a reporter is appointed. The state shall pay its portion of 

the reporter's salary based on the proportion of the total 

number of criminal actions commenced in the district court 

or courts in the district and the amount appropriated for 

that purpose. Each county shall pay ita portion of the 

remainder of the salary based on its proportion of the total 

number of civil and criminal actions commenced in the 

district courts in the district. The judge or judges of the 

district shall, on January 1 of each year or as soon 

thereafter as possible, apportion the amount of the salary 

to be paid by each county in his or their district on the 

basis prescribed in this subsection. The portion of the 

salary payable by a county is a district court expense 

within the meaning of 7-6-2351, 7-6-2352, and 7-6-2511. 

(3) In judicial districts comprising more than one 

county, the reporter is allowed, in addition to the salary 

and fees provided for in subsection {1), his aclual and 

necessary travel expenses, as defined and provided in 

2-18-501 through 2-18-503, when he goes on official business 
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to a county of his ju44cial district other than the county 

in which he resides, froa tn. time he leaves his pLace of 

reai4ence until he return• thereto. The expenses shall be 

apportioned and payable in the aame w~y as the s•lary.w" 

SECTION 7. SECTION 5, CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF 1985, IS 

AMENOED TO READ: 

"Section 5. Section l-5-604, MCA, is amended to read: 

"l-!'.-604. T~•"""' ipt of pJ,GCeedi.,., tH lacJL reporte• 

IIUSt furnhh, upon rllqUit.t,, W~ ... ~l J.O:I<Inable clili980C8, 

to ». put~ or nia a;ttor~Ut\" .la. ... ~~;ue is '*ieb he n.s 

•ttendood the t<i ... l cu ~·-. ... transcli~ ffoa lois 

stenQ<ilraphic notas of ~loti te.11ti110ny and; pcoceed:LI>Cls oC tbe 

t•ial or hea<ing o~ • part theraof, upon p•yment Ry the 

person requirin9 the saae at $2 per p.o.ge for tae oti~~--~ 

t•anscript, SO cents pet peqe for the first copy, 25 ~eete 

~r p&ge for each additio~l copy. 

( 2) If ttl& county at~<Kn•Y• ;Jttorney general, o~ j,uq 

Fequires a tr-anscript in- • c:;timinal c:ase,. tbe~ r:t!ljiQ.ete! i& 

entitl11d to his fees thare-lo•, .... t be 11ust founi.sh H. •pol\ 

~<nishift9 it, h~~o aha.ll ccec•~v• • certificate f&f --·- to, 

'Witich he l.s entitled. ftt reporter sh.o.U ~~ \llot 

certific•<a to tbe 8~---~urt---~ftiet~--.no 

department of ~rce which, in accordance witb taectSOft 

21. is responsible for the pr011pt payment of all or a 

portion ot tM -'" ... U• •etJOrter. If the aupreee-.....,rt> 
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adaift~s~rat&r department, in accordance with (section 2}, 

,.ys none or only a portion of the amount due, the county 

shall pay the balance upon receipt of a statement from the 

reporter. 

(3) If the judge requires a copy in a civil case to 

assist him in rendering a decision, the reporter must 

furnish the same without charge therefor. In civil cases, 

a·ll transcripts required by the county shall be furnished, 

and only the reporter's actual coats of preparation may be 

paid by the county. 

(~} It it ... ppears to tbe judge th6t a defendant in a 

c~iaillal ease is unabl& to palf fOI' a tr ... nser ipt, it shall be 

~urni.Oced to bim and paid for bJ the state i~ the manner 

pr01tlided ill INduoection (.2) to the e•t-t funds are 

awallable. ~be county sb&l1 pay the remainder as required in 

r-u- u.•• 
$SCT:CON B. SEC'l:IOH 10, CIIAl'Tta 680, LAWS OF 19&!;, IS 

.taBIIIICll '1:0 ~Uri).: 

"'51Kti.- lCJ, Se<i:Hon U-8-201, MCA, is ..,.;...,ded to 

u"'h 

•41S,..-2Qol. -.. ..... ation of a.ppeinted counsel. (l) 

~ .. W.f in a ~r1alnal p•oceeding a• attornaJ repLesents ~ 

._.__.. ~· pcersoa by ordec of the court on th~ 9round that 

tbe pitl's:Jft is finitncially unable to employ counsel, the 

•ttorn~y •Ball b& paid for his services such sum as a 
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district court or justice of the state supreme court 

certifies to be a reasonable compensation therefor and shall 

be reimbursed for reasonable costs incurred in the criminal 

proceedin9. 

( 2) The expen::.e of implementing subsection ( 1) is 

chargeable as provided in [section 1) to the county in which 

the proceeding arose, the o££iee---of---supreae---eo~rt 

admi:ni:!!t:rator department of commerce, or both, except that: 

(a) in proceedings solely involving the violation of 

a city ordinance or state statute prosecuted in a municipal 

or city court, the expense is chargeable to the city or town 

in which the proceeding arose; and 

(b) when there has been an arrest by agents of the 

department of fish, wildlife, and parks or agents of the 

department of justice, the expense ~ust be borne by the 

state agency causing the arrest. 11
" 

SECTION 9. SECTION 15, CHAPTER 680, LAWS OF 1985, IS 

AMENDED TO READ: 

"Section 15. Section 46-15-104, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"46-15-104. Expenses of witness. (l) When a person 

attends before a magistrate, grand jury, or court as a 

witness 1n a crimlr1dl ca-:.e u~n a subpoena or in pursuance 

of an tlndo:: r t .sio.. ,,1 _ ' 'lr ') ... dq•. tl t11"' diScretion, by a 

-,...r 1 t t t:"n lt" 'I'· .•• 'r-r ,,r._ • 11_. t· 1.:rt to draw his 
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war rant upon the county treasurer in favor of- aueb witness 

for a reasonable sum, to be specified in the order, for the 

necessary expenses of the witness. 

(2) According to procedures established by the 

sttpreme---eettr~--admift~stra~er department of commerce under 

(section 2{1) ), the clerk of district court shall submit to 

the aapreme--eedr~--admiftistra~er department a detailed 

statement containing a list of witnesses and the amount of 

expenses paid to each by the county. Upon receipt and 

verification of the statement, the adm~ft~s~ra~er department 

shall promptly reimburse the desi9nated county for all or a 

portion of the cost of witness expenses. The county shall 

deposit the amount [eimbu[sed in its general fund unless the 

county has a district court fund. If the county has a 

district court fund, the amount reimbursed must be deposited 

in auch fund .. "" 

S~ION lQ. _ $EC~~ON 16, C~PTER 680, LAWS OF 198~, IS 

AMEIIOEil TO ~D: 

"section 1~. Section 46-18-235, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•46-18-235. Disposition of money collected as fines 

and coa·ts. The money collected by a court as a result of the 

imposition of fines or assessment of costs under the 

provisions of 46-18-231 and 46-18-232 shall be paid to the 

county general fund of the county in which the court is 
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held, except that: 

" (l) if the costs aa~ include any district court 

expense listed in (a~ction 11, the money collected from 

assessment of these co~ts must be paid to the sdpre~--eo~re 

adm~ft*S~~a~er department of co~erce for deposit into the 

state general fund to the extent the expenses were -p.i.id by 

the state; and 

12) if the fine was impo&ed for it violation of Title 

45, ch•pter 9, the court lllily order tbe soney paid i-nto the 

drug forfeiture fund maint~ined under 44-12-206 for the l~w 

11 enforcement agency which made the arrest from which tae 

12 conviction and fine arose.MM 

13 NEW SECTION. SECTION 11. APPROPRIATION TRANSFER. ~HE 

14 GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATION TO THE SUPREME COURT FQR STATE 

li FUNDI~ OF CERTAIN DISTRICT COURT OPERATIONS ~UM£9 IN 

Ui I'l'EM NO. 4 OF THE JUDICIARY supGET AS CONTAINEiil 1111 HOUSE 

17 BILL 500, L. 1985, IS TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPART¥J!T OF 

11 COMMERCE. IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUCH TRANSFER, T#E J'ENDING 

19 AU'l'HORlTY OF THE SUPREME COUR'l IS !!EDUCED $1 1 170.,6ll f(la 

%~ FISCAL YEAR 1~86 AND $3,!~2,873 IN FISC~ YEAil 1\lB7c AIUl 

21 THSRE IS APPROPRIATED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMM§!CE Pa0M THE 

22 GEN~L FUND $3,170,613 FOR FISCAL YEAR 1986 AHD $3,1S2,873 

23 IN FISCAL YEAR 1987 FOR CERTAIN DISTRICT COURT OPERATIONS. 

24 NEW §~CTIO~~ Section 12. Effective d.ate -- contingent 

25 retrooillt'tl...,.,. .. tr .. ,-t t•r•ln•t ion. 11) Th1s a..:t is effective 
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on passage and approvalL and •ppi~es SECTIONS 1 AND APPLY 

to light vehicles registered on or after July 1, 1985. If 

this •ct is approved after June 30, 1985, ~~--appi~e~ 

SECTI·ONS l AND 2 APPLY retroactively within the meaning of 

1-2-109 to light vehicles registered on or after July 1, 

198$. 

(21 ~hie--aet--terainate• SECTIONS 1 AND 2 TERMINATE 

July 1, 19a7. This termination does not affect the 

reinsertion of .61-3-533(2) as it read on January 1, 1985. 

-End-
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