
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 44 

INTRODUCED BY CHRISTIAENS, STEPHENS, NORMAN 

April 19, 1985 

April 24, 1985 

April 25, 1985 

IN THE SENATE 

Rules suspended to allow 
introduction of SJR No. 44. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Taxation. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

On motion, rules suspended. 
Bill referred to second 
reading for consideration this 
day. 

Second reading, do pass. 

On motion, rules suspended. 
Bill placed on calendar for 
third reading this day. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 45~ Noes, 2. 

Transmitted to House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

on motion, rules suspended to 
allow introduction of SJR No. 
44 in House. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Taxation. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 



April 25, 1985 

April 25, 1985 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

Returned to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

-2-

Received from House. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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~~J-"'- JOINT RESOLUTION NO. ~ 
INTRODUCED BY ~ ...sr~Pfk~ ~ 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

ALLOW STATE ASSUMPTION OF THE 8-CENT FEDERAL CIGARETTE 

EXCISE TAX SCHEDULED TO EXPIRE ON OCTOBER 1, 1985. 

WHEREAS, President Reagan's executive budget proposal 

did not envision a continuation of the federal 8-cent excise 

tax on cigarettes scheduled to expire on October 1, 1985; 

and 

WHEREAS, Congress has passed legislation that provides 

for the federal cigarette excise tax to decrease by 8 cents, 

and thereby states would be allowed to assume the tax 

without imposing a new tax on consumers; and 

WHEREAS, state assumption of the federal cigarette 

excise tax would represent an important source of revenue 

for state government to partially offset reduced federal 

revenue; and 

WHEREAS, 32 states are considering or have already 

enacted legislation to assume the federal cigarette tax; and 

WHEREAS, the Reagan Administration announced to the 

24 National Governor's Association winter meeting that it is 

25 interested in having states assume that portion of the 
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LC 1972/01 

federal cigarette excise tax that is scheduled to expire; 

and 

WHEREAS, OMB Director David Stockman has stated 

unequivocally that the Administration will take a hard line 

against any reinstatement of the federal excise tax; and 

WHEREAS, the National Conference of State Legislatures 

adopted a resolution in March of 1985 urging Congress to 

allow the federal excise tax on cigarettes to sunset. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Legislature of the State of Montana strongly 

urges the Congress of the United States to allow the 8-cent 

federal excise tax on cigarettes to expire on October 1, 

1985, and thereby provide the opportunity for state 

governments to assume this tax for the benefit of their 

citizens. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send a copy of this resolution to the President of the 

United States and to Montana's United States Senators and 

Representatives. 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
STtt..'f'( 



49th Legislature LC 1972/01 

1 

2 

l 

4 

5 

I 

7 

II 

9 

10 

11 

12 

u 
14 

15 

1li 

-17 

111 

u 

20 

21 

22 

2l 

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

~~\e._ JOIII'l' RESOLIITION NO.~ 
INTRODUCED IIYIU:f,,t'c ...snjllfk,.u' tJ~ 

A JOIII'l' RESOLUTION or TilE SENATE AND Til£ HOUSE or 

REPRESEN'l'ATIV£11 or THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

ALLOII STATE ASSIJIIPTION Or TilE I-CENT FEDERAL CIGARETTE 

EXCISE TAX SCHEDULED TO EXPIRE ON OCTOBER 1, 1985. 

WHEREAS, President Reagan's executive budget proposal 

did not envision a continuation or the federal a-cent excise 

tax on cigarettes scheduled to expire on October 1, 1915; 

a~ 

WHEREAS, Congress has passed legislation that provides 

for the federal cigarette excise tax to decrease by 8 cents, 

and thereby states would be allowed to assu•e the tax 

without iaposing a nev tax on conauaers: and 

WHEREAS, state assu~tion or the federal cigarette 

excise tax vould represent an iaportant source of revenue 

for state government to partially offset reduced federal 

revenuer and 

NREREAS, 32 states are considering or have already 

enacted legislation to assu .. the federal cigarette tax: and 

WHEREAS, the Reagan Aa.iniatration announced to the 

24 National Governor's Association vlnter ~eting that it is 

25 interested in having 1tatea assuae that portion of the 
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federal cigarette excise tax that is scheduled to expire: 

and 

WHEREAS, 0118 Director David Stockman has stated 

unequivocally that the Administration vill take a hard line 

against any reinstateaent or the federal excise tax: and 

WHEREAS, the National conference of State Legislatures 

adopted a resolution in March of 1985 urging Congress to 

allow the federal excise tax on cigarettes to sunset, 

NOll, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA! 

That the Legislature of the State of !lantana strongly 

urges the Congress of the United States to allow the S-cent 

federal excise tax on cigarettes to expire on OCtober 1, 

1985, and thereby provide the opportunity for state 

governments to assuae this tax for the benefit of their 

citizens. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send a copy of this resolution to the President of the 

United States and to llontana's United States Senators and 

Representatives. 

-End-

-2-
Second Reading 

srtetf'( 
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a .,., • .,. llaiii.Urrc.~ or 11111: II&IUift ..., till 1100111 or 

UftiSIIItMIWIII or !Ill ftA'rl liP llllftiiiUI IIIIGliiG COIIGIIESS 'fO 

...._ ftAft UIUIIP'flml liP !Ill 1-cllfr riDIIUIL CIGAIIET'I'I 

BIClH ftl ICBIDUI.IO 'fO DPJIII: ml CKtoiiEii 1, Ul5. 

.... 1118, Pr .. ldent le ... n'e eaecatlwe badtet propOea1 

dld not eaelala. a eontlnaetl~ of the federal 1-cent eaelae 

taa 011 el98rett" .et.edaled to e11pl re on Oetober 1, 1915r ... 
IIII!D1118o Contrna has pee ... letlaletlon that provides 

for the f ... ral eltarette .. elae ta• to decrease br 1 cents, 

... therebJ states would he ella.ed to ass... the tax 

wlthoat 1a~p~~alft9 • - t .. 1111 eons-rsr and 

.... 1118, state ass.-,tlon of the federal et,.rette 

••cln ta• -ld represut •• lllpOrtsnt source of rewenue 

for state fOYSr ... nt to psrtlatlr offset reduced federal ,_, ... 
........ JJ stat" are oo.alderlnt or hawe alreadr 

eaaeted l .. lalatlon to HS- the federal el,.rette ta.r and 

...... the l .... n .... lalltraUon unouneed to the 

Je .. tlonal Goftr-r's Aa-latl011 alatef aeetl119 that lt h 

2S Interested la hewlat states assuae that portion of the 
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federal cltarette esclse ta• that ls scheduled to e•plrer 

and 

IIIIEREAS, 01111 Dl·reetor Dawld StockMn has stated 

un~lvoca11y that the Adalnlstratlon vll1 take a hard line 

atalnat anr reinstate-ant of the federal excise tasr and 

IIIIEIEAS, the Rational Conferenes of ltate Le9lalatur" 

adopted a resolution In Narch of ltl5 urtlnt Cofttreaa to 

allow the federal eaclee tas on cltsrettee to sunset. 

-· THEREFORE, IE 1'1' REIOLVD IY !Ill ._'1'1 AND !liE liOOSII 

OF REPRESEftA'l'1VEI OF tilE S'I'A'l'E or IIOR'l'llllllo 

'l'hat the Letlelature of the State of Montana etrOIIIJlf 

urtes the C:ontrns of the United Stat .. to .au- the 1-eent 

federal eaclse tas on cltsrettes to esplre on OetOher 1, 

1915, and therebJ provide the opportunltr for state 

90vernnents to asau.e thla taa for the benefit of their 

clthe ... 

IE 1'1' FUR'l'REI RESOLVED, that the Secretarr of S~ate 

send a copr of this resolution to the President of the 

United States and to Rontana'a United States Senators and 

Representatlwes. 

-End-

-z-
THIRD READING 

srtt-'1'( 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 44 

INTRODUCED BY CHRISTIAENS, STEPHENS, NORMAN 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO 

ALLOW STATE ASSUMPTION OF THE S-CENT FEDERAL CIGARETTE 

EXCISE TAX SCHEDULED TO EXPIRE ON OCTOBER l, 1985. 

WHEREAS, President Reagan's executive budget proposal 

did not envision a continuation of the federal 8-cent excise 

tax on cigarettes scheduled to expire on October 1, 1985: 

and 

WHEREAS, Congress has passed legislation that provides 

for the federal cigarette excise tax to decrease by 8 cents, 

and thereby states would be allowed to assume the tax 

without imposing a new tax on consumers; and 

WHEREAS, state assumption of the federal cigarette 

excise tax. would represent an important source of revenue 

for state government to partially offset reduced federal 

revenue; and 

WHEREAS, 32 states are considering or have already 

enacted legislation to assume the federal cigarette tax; and 

WHEREAS, the Reagan Administration announced to the 

24 National Governor•s Association winter meeting that it is 

25 interested in having states assume that portion of the 
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federal cigarette excise tax that is scheduled to expire; 

and 

WHEREAS, OMB Director David Stockman has stated 

unequivocally that the Administration will take a hard line 

against any reinstatement of the federal excise tax; and 

WHEREAS, the National Conference of State Legislatures 

adopted a resolution in March of 1985 urging Congress to 

allow the federal excise tax on cigarettes to sunset. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Legislature of the State of Montana strongly 

urges the Congress of the United States to allow the 8-cent 

federal excise tax on cigarettes to expire on October 1, 

1985, and thereby provide the opportunity for state 

governments to assume this tax for the benefit of their 

citizens. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State 

send a copy of this resolution to the President of the 

United States and to Montana's United States Senators and 

Representatives. 

-End-

-2- SJR 44 

REFERENCE BILL 


